TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS

ALJAZ

FEBRUARY 20, 2026

T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

A POWER STRUGGLE UNLEASHED:

Judicial Rebuff Strikes Trump’s Trade Policy
Amidst Rising Iran Tensions & Global Reshaping

10% LEVY

(Alternative Statutes
e.g., Trade Act '74)

EXECUTIVE DEFIANCE.

CLOBALTARIFFS IEEPA)

SUPREME COURT OVERTURNS
GLOBAL TARIFFS.
6-3 ruling: President cannot bypass Congress for
broad taxing authority using emergency powers.
“US cannot be at war with the whole world.”

FISCAL GAP &
UNCERTAINTY.
Billions ($175B+) in refunds

Trump calls ruling “a disgrace,”
immediately announces new 10% levy,
signaling continued protectionist
statecraft despite judicial check.

loom, destabilizing budget
projections & markets.

‘ DOMESTIC STABILITY:
Deepening Political Divisions. ||

\ GLOBAL RESHAPING UNILATERAL PRESSURE & REGIONAL THREA'[_/

THE IRAN ULTIMATUM:
“GUNBOAT DIPLOMACY”

THE “BOARD OF PEACE":
SIDELINING THE UN

INAUGURAL MEETING.
Centralizing Gaza
reconstruction omslde
UN framework. ‘!
play" model ves‘

HIGH-STAKES ULTIMATUM.
Accept nuclear deal or face
‘bad things’. Largest naval
buildup since Iraq War.

IRANIAN WARNING.
Threat of ‘decisive response’
against all US regional bases and
assets. Risk of ‘regionalized’ conflict.

i
conditional vn(mg)

DEEP DIVE:
TRENDS & THEMES

JUDICIAL  COERCIVE
WALLvs.  NUCLEAR
OVERREACH DIPLOMACY

SIDEI.INING
INT'L
ORGS

Active undermining of UN for
alternative models. Judicial check on
permanent ‘emergency’ governance.

Reliance on military posture to
force negotiations.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT
(Timeline)

SHORT TERM (1-4 Weeks):
Market volatility, tariff refunds,

‘Plan B’ levy effect, high Gulf alert.

MEDIUM TERM (1-6 Months):

‘Board of Peace’ Gaza groundwork,

potential limited strikes if

deadline fails, gov't shutdown risk.

N

LONG TERM (1-5 Years):
Structural UN erosion, multipolar

trade (EU-India), stable but polarized

Korean peninsula.

ALLIED ALIENATION.
Core NATO allies (France, Germany) opt
out, viewing body as challenge to inter-
international law. Erosion of UN relevance.

VENEZUELAN AMNESTY
LAW S|
(Post-Maduro Phase)

RECOMMENDATIONS
& IMPLICATIONS

SECURITY/POLICY: Prepare
for asymmetric Iranian
responses; maintain

European autonomy.

PRIVATE SECTOR: Audit
@ tariffs for refunds; monitor
wealth tax & supply chains;

invest in Al-driven defense
(‘machine vs. machine’).

GOVERNANCE: Demand
oversight of ‘Board of
Peace’; address state

capacity crises (e.g.,
Epstein fallout).

GENOCIDE HALLMARKS EPSTEIN FALLOUT
IN SUDAN (UN finds OO CONTINUES (Andrew Windsor
arrested, elite purge).

mass killings by RSF).

. Al GOVERNANCE DIVIDE
= (US rejects global regulation,
favors domestic standards).

DOMESTIC UNREST
l (Argentine labor
strikes).

&
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THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION
FACES A JUDICIAL REBUFF ON
TRADE POLICY AS REGIONAL
TENSIONS WITH IRAN REACH A 15-
DAY ULTIMATUM

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 20, 2026, marked a pivotal con-
frontation between the U.S. executive branch
and the judiciary, as the Supreme Court
struck down President Donald Trump’s global
tariffs in a landmark 6-3 decision. The ruling,
which asserts that the President cannot use
emergency powers under the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA) to
bypass Congressional taxing authority, has
thrown the administration’s economic center-
piece into legal limbo. In response, President
Trump remained defiant, immediately an-
nouncing a "Plan B" involving a 10% global
levy under alternative statutes, signaling a
commitment to protectionist statecraft despite
the judicial check. This domestic legal crisis
coincides with a looming fiscal gap, as billions
in collected duties may now face court-man-
dated refunds, potentially destabilizing bud-
get projections and market certainty (Source,
Source, Source, Source).

Simultaneously, the administration is aggres-
sively reshaping the geopolitical landscape of
the Middle East through the inaugural meet-
ing of the "Board of Peace" and a high-stakes
ultimatum to Tehran. While the Board seeks to
centralize Gaza’s reconstruction and security
outside the United Nations' traditional frame-
work—drawing billions in pledges from Arab
and Muslim partners—it has alienated core
NATO allies who view the body as a challenge
to international law. This diplomatic maneu-
vering is underscored by a 15-day deadline for
Iran to accept a nuclear deal or face "bad
things," backed by the largest U.S. naval
buildup in the region since the Iraq War. The
convergence of trade wars, alternative inter-
national governance models, and the threat of
regional conflict suggests an administration
attempting to force a new global order
through wunilateral pressure and executive
overreach (Source, Source, Source, Source).

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Supreme Court Overturns Global Tar-
iffs: The U.S. Supreme Court ruled that the
President exceeded his authority by using
the IEEPA to levy broad global tariffs, des-
ignating such powers as the sole domain of
Congress. The decision has led to immedi-
ate calls for refunds of approximately
$175-$200 billion already  collected
(Source, Source, Source, Source).

e Trump Issues 15-Day Ultimatum to
Iran: The President signaled a two-week
deadline for a new nuclear deal, while Iran
warned the UN that any military aggression
would result in a decisive response against
all U.S. bases and assets in the region
(Source, Source, Source, Source).
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* Inaugural "Board of Peace" Meeting:
Representatives from 40+ nations con-
vened in Washington to discuss Gaza.
Pledges totaled $17 billion for reconstruc-
tion, and plans for a 20,000-strong interna-
tional stabilization force were discussed,
though the UN and France were notably
absent or sidelined (Source, Source,
Source, Source).

* Genocide Hallmarks Found in Sudan: A
UN-backed investigation determined that
mass killings of over 6,000 people by the
RSF paramilitary in Al-Fasher carry the
hallmarks of genocide, prompting new U.S.
sanctions on RSF commanders (Source,
Source, Source, Source).

* Arrest of Andrew Mountbatten Wind-
sor: The brother of King Charles was ar-
rested and released under investigation for
misconduct in public office, specifically re-
lated to the sharing of confidential docu-
ments with Jeffrey Epstein (Source, Source,
Source, Source).

* Venezuelan Amnesty Law Signed: Acting
President Delcy Rodriguez signed a limited
amnesty bill to free political prisoners held
during the Maduro and Chavez eras, follow-
ing the capture of Nicolas Maduro by U.S.
special forces (Source, Source, Source,
Source).

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitics & International Relations: The
U.S. is pivoting toward a "Board of Peace"
model that aims to oversee or replace United
Nations functions in conflict zones. This shift
is characterized by a "Chairman for Life" role
for Donald Trump and a one-state, one-vote
system that is conditional on investment lev-
els. Traditional allies like Germany, Italy, and
France have opted out, citing constitutional
concerns and the potential undermining of the

UN Security Council (Source, Source, Source,
Source).

Economic Statecraft & Trade: The SCOTUS
ruling creates a massive fiscal gap. The ad-
ministration intended to use $1 trillion in tar-
iff revenue over the next decade to fund its
"Big Beautiful Bill" (tax cuts and deregula-
tion). The potential requirement to refund
$175 billion poses a threat to the U.S. budget
and state capacity to fund federal policies
(Source, Source, Source, Source).

State Capacity & Elite Politics: The "Ep-
stein Files" continue to cause a crisis of ac-
countability across the UK and Europe. The
arrest of Andrew Mountbatten Windsor and
the resignation of high-profile figures like Pe-
ter Mandelson and Larry Summers suggest
that the disclosure of these files is being used
as a tool for purging or disciplining elites
(Source, Source, Source).

Artificial Intelligence & Cyber Security: A
divide has emerged between the UN’s call for
global governance of Al and the U.S. position
of total rejection. The U.S. claims that global
regulation would stifle innovation, while ex-
perts warn of "machine vs. machine" warfare
after the first Al-orchestrated cyber attack on
the company Anthropic (Source, Source,
Source, Source).

Domestic Stability & Civil Unrest: Signifi-
cant labor unrest is reported in Argentina
over President Milei's labor reforms, resulting
in a 24-hour national strike. In the U.S., inter-
nal political divisions are deepening as
Democrats and some Republicans welcome ju-
dicial limits on Trump's trade powers (Source,
Source, Source, Source).
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Legislation: The day's news focused heavily
on the use and abuse of existing statutes and
the passing of new regional laws.

International Emergency Economic
Powers Act (IEEPA) of 1977: Struck
down by SCOTUS as a valid tool for broad
global tariffs (Source, Source).

Trade Act of 1974 (Sections 122, 201,
301): Invoked by Trump as his "Plan B" to
reinstate tariffs (Source, Source, Source).

Trade Expansion Act of 1962 (Section
232): Used for tariffs based on national se-
curity concerns (Source, Source).

Venezuelan Amnesty Law: Paves the way
for the release of hundreds of political pris-
oners but excludes those accused of human
rights violations (Source, Source, Source).

Argentine Labor Reforms: Proposed by
President Milei, currently facing major
union opposition and strikes (Source,
Source, Source).

California Billionaire Tax Proposal: A
proposed 5% one-time wealth tax to fund
healthcare (Source, Source, Source).

LEGISLATION/POLICY

Trade and judicial policy dominated the leg-

islative discourse, specifically regarding the
limits of executive authority. The Supreme
Court's ruling on the IEEPA necessitates a to-
tal re-evaluation of the administration's trade
strategy, forcing a shift to more specific, in-

vestigative-heavy statutes like Section 301.
Additionally, Venezuela's new amnesty policy

marks a transition in the post-Maduro gover-
nance phase (Source, Source).

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Venezuelan Amnesty Bill: Signed by Act-
ing President Delcy Rodriguez; it grants
clemency to political prisoners from the
last 27 years but includes controversial ex-
clusions for "human rights violators," po-
tentially leaving opposition leaders like
Maria Corina Machado in legal jeopardy
(Source, Source, Source).

Section 122 (Trade Act of 1974): A 150-
day surcharge provision used by Trump to
respond to "balance of payments" issues,
serving as the immediate replacement for
struck-down global tariffs (Source, Source).

California 5% Wealth Tax: A proposed
one-time levy on billionaires to fill federal
healthcare funding gaps; currently in the
signature-gathering phase for the Novem-
ber ballot (Source, Source).

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Trump Post-SCOTUS Briefing: An emer-
gency news conference where the Presi-
dent labeled the court's decision a "dis-
grace" and "unpatriotic," claiming he has
"better" alternatives to keep money flowing
into the U.S. (Source, Source).

9th Congress of the Workers' Party
(North Korea): Kim Jong Un announced
achievements in self-reliance and defense,
notably avoiding bellicose rhetoric toward
South Korea, signaling a possible diplomat-
ic opening (Source, Source, Source).

Munich Security Conference Debriefs:
Discussions regarding the U.S. military "ar-
mada" off the coast of Iran and the shift
from "burden sharing" to "burden shifting"
in European defense (Source, Source).
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Sidelining of International Organiza-
tions: A consistent theme throughout the day
is the Trump administration’s active effort to
undermine the United Nations. The "Board of
Peace" is explicitly framed as an alternative
body that could eventually "look over" or
"oversee" the UN. This suggests a trend to-
ward "pay-to-play" diplomacy where nations
investing $1 billion or more gain specific
rights, effectively turning international securi-
ty into a corporate-style board structure
(Source, Source, Source). This is mirrored in
the rejection of global Al governance in favor
of domestic "American-first" standards
(Source, Source).

The Judicial Wall and Executive Over-
reach: The SCOTUS ruling represents a rare
moment where the conservative-leaning court
checked the power of the President who ap-
pointed several of its members. The court’s
emphasis that "the U.S. cannot be at war with
the whole world" to justify tariffs indicates a
growing judicial concern over the normaliza-
tion of "emergency" as a permanent state of
governance. Trump’s aggressive response—at-
tacking the justices’ families and loyalty—sig-
nals a potential breakdown in the traditional
separation of powers (Source, Source,
Source).

Coercive Nuclear Diplomacy: The 15-day
deadline for Iran, combined with the presence
of the USS Abraham Lincoln, marks a return
to "gunboat diplomacy." The administration is
using military posture to force a faster negoti-
ating pace, a strategy that analysts warn
could backfire by ending talks entirely if Iran
perceives it as a demand for surrender rather
than a mutual agreement. Iran's counter-strat-
egy involves "regionalizing" the potential con-

flict, threatening the energy infrastructure of
neighboring states to pressure them into re-
straining the U.S. (Source, Source, Source,
Source).

The Collapse of European Deference: Eu-
ropean leaders are moving from "complacent"
to "autonomous." The reports suggest a grow-
ing "reckoning" that the U.S. is no longer a re-
liable security partner. However, this autono-
my is hindered by internal fragmentation,
such as Germany's refusal to participate in a
joint nuclear umbrella with France and histor-
ical fears of a rearmed Germany among neigh-
bors like Poland (Source).

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): The financial mar-
kets will likely face volatility as importers be-
gin filing lawsuits for tariff refunds. Trump’s
new 10% levy (Section 122) will go into effect
within 72 hours, potentially triggering a new
wave of retaliatory measures from the EU and
China. Expect high alert status in the Persian
Gulf as the 15-day deadline approaches
(Source, Source, Source).

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The "Board of
Peace" will attempt to break ground on "New
Rafah" in Gaza, likely using biometric surveil-
lance systems provided by U.S./Israeli security
contractors. If the 15-day deadline passes
without an Iran deal, expect limited "kinetic"
messages or strikes against Iranian nuclear or
military facilities. Domestically, the U.S. will
face a "government shutdown" risk if the bud-
get gap from lost tariff revenue is not filled
(Source, Source, Source).

Long Term (1-5 Years): A structural erosion
of the United Nations' relevance is likely if the
Board of Peace successfully manages Gaza re-
construction. We may see a "multipolar" trade
world where the EU and India’s "mother of all
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deals" becomes the primary alternative to
U.S.-centric trade. In South Korea, the life
sentence of President Yoon may permanently
move the country toward a more stable,
though polarized, democratic process, ending
the "reckless" use of martial law (Source,
Source).

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Security: Regional states (Qatar, Saudi
Arabia, UAE) must prepare for "asymmet-
ric" Iranian responses if U.S. strikes occur,
as Tehran has explicitly designated all re-
gional bases as ‘'legitimate targets"
(Source, Source).

* Diplomatic: European nations should
maintain a unified front on "strategic au-
tonomy" while managing the "centrifugal
forces" of a rearming Germany to avoid re-
gional destabilization (Source).

* Humanitarian: International actors must
demand independent oversight of the
"Board of Peace" to ensure Gaza recon-
struction does not turn into a permanent
"gated community" system under biometric
control (Source).

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Trade Compliance: Companies should im-
mediately audit all tariffs paid since "Liber-
ation Day" to prepare for the "messy" re-
fund process indicated by the Supreme
Court, while also prepping for the new 10%
Section 122 levy (Source, Source).

* Supply Chain: Manufacturing reliant on
the "Golden State" should monitor the Cali-
fornia wealth tax; if passed, it could trigger
a significant "wealth exodus" of innovators
like Elon Musk, shifting the tech hub to oth-
er states or abroad (Source, Source).

* Cyber Security: The shift to "machine vs.
machine" defense is now mandatory. Busi-
nesses should invest in Al-driven defensive
models to counter the sophisticated Al-or-
chestrated attacks now being deployed by
criminal networks (Source, Source).

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest ex-
periment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the Inter-
net Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine yester-
day's coverage from each television news
channel to tease out the overarching themes
and trends of its news coverage into a richly
annotated thematic analysis. Each high-level
insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify rel-
evant stories and coverage they might not oth-
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erwise have encountered and uncover connec-
tions, emphases and narrative shifts that en-
able more comprehensive reporting and deep-
er, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated us-
ing Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet Ar-
chive's TV News Archive at https://ar-

chive.org/details/tv.


mailto:kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://archive.org/details/tv
https://archive.org/details/tv

