TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS

CANALCATORCE

FEBRUARY 20, 2026

H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

THE US-MEXICO SHIFT:

TARIFFS, SECURITY, & SOVEREIGNTY (FEB 2026 REPORT)

FEBRUARY 20, 2026: A DAY OF SIGNIFICANT GEOPOLITICAL & DOMESTIC SHIFTS

GUANAJUATO, @,c\afp

MEXICO ASSERTS SECURITY GAINS.
HOMICIDES DOWN 65% IN 11 MONTHS
(IRAPUATO MEETING)

“HUGS, NOT BULLETS” + INTEL STRATEGY.

THE COMBINED STORY: TRADE RELIEF MEETS INTERNAL STABILIZATION

=
US SUPREME COURT
6-3 RULING OVERTURNS
BROAD TARIFFS.
“TRADE WAR" FRAMEWORK
DISMANTLED.

SECTION 232 & 301
INVESTIGATIONS:
ALTERNATIVE
BARRIERS PURSUED.

MEXICO’S “SOVEREIGN RECOVERY” AGENDA & DOMESTIC GOVERNANCE

SECURITY & JUSTICE INFRASTRUCTURE

& REFORM

HOMICIDE RATE PASSENGER RAIL EXPANSION:
(GUANAJUATO): 12.7 TO 4.4 DAILY 9 CDMX-AIFA (2026),
il —” NORTHERN TRAINS (2027 TARGET)
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(ALFA 1, MOY)

PERSISTENT

CHALLENGES:
“ATOMIZED" GROUPS

>  &EXTORTION

MORAL OBLIGATION
& ANTI-CORRUPTION

PASTA DE CONCHOS
(20TH ANNIVERSARY):
HUMANIST RESCUE VS.

NEOLIBERAL NEGLIGENCE

:
N

ANTI-CORRUPTION:
TENDERS CANCELED, ELBA
ESTHER GORDILLO TAX RULING

£l

CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM:
“GOLDEN PENSIONS” CAPPED
AT 50% PRESIDENTIAL SALARY

GLOBAL CONTEXT & INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

US-IRAN TENSION:
POTENTIAL ESCALATION
& MILITARY MOVEMENT

UK ROYAL CRISIS: GAZA RECONSTRUCTION:

PRINCE ANDREW TRUMP’S “PEACE
DETAINED COUNCIL"

(EPSTEIN LINKS) (MEXICO DECLINES)

ARGENTINA UNREST:
GENERAL STRIKE
AGAINST MILEPS
LABOR REFORMS

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & IMPLICATIONS

MEDIUM TERM
(1-6 MONTHS)

LONG TERM
(1-5 YEARS)

> TRADE VOLATILITY:
EXPECT NEW TARGETED
US INVESTIGATIONS
(STEEL, AUTO)

3> ELECTORAL REFORM
TENSION (MEXICO)

RECOMMENDATION

POLICY (SECURITY):
REPLACE ENTRENCHED
PROSECUTORS FOR
SUCCESS (E.G., ZACATECAS).

2 RAIL MILESTONES:
CDMX-AIFA LAUNCH
PROVES FEASIBILITY

D INDUSTRIAL RESHORING:
GUANAJUATO SECURITY
KEY TO ALTERNATIVE
MANUFACTURING

3 UK MONARCHY
RESTRUCTURING

3 ARGENTINE
DESTABILIZATION RISK

RECOMMENDATION

POLICY (TRADE):
ADVOCATE IN US

COURTS AGAINST
EXEC ORDERS.

RECOMMENDATION

INVESTORS (RISK/OPP):
FACTOR IN CDMX RENT
CONTROLS; RAIL SECTOR
OPPORTUNITIES.
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THE US SUPREME COURT
OVERTURNS TRUMP TARIFFS AS
MEXICO ASSERTS SECURITY GAINS
IN GUANAJUATO

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 20, 2026, marked a significant shift
in the North American geopolitical landscape
as the United States Supreme Court issued a
6-3 ruling anulling the majority of the broad
tariffs imposed by President Donald Trump.
The Court determined that the executive
branch exceeded its authority under the 1977
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act, effectively dismantling the "trade war"
framework that had defined US foreign policy
since Trump’s return to power. While Trump
characterized the ruling as a "disgrace" and a
threat to national security, the decision pro-
vides immediate breathing room for Mexican
exporters, even as the US administration
vowed to pursue alternative routes through
Section 232 and Section 301 investigations to
maintain protectionist barriers. (Source,
Source)

Domestically, the Mexican administration
leveraged a high-profile security cabinet
meeting in Irapuato to project a narrative of

stabilizing governance. President Claudia
Sheinbaum and Governor Libia Garcia report-
ed a 65% reduction in homicide rates in Gua-
najuato—historically Mexico’s most violent
state—over the last 11 months. This achieve-
ment is being framed as a victory for the
"hugs, not bullets" (attention to causes) strat-
egy combined with surgical intelligence oper-
ations that decapitated the leadership of the
Santa Rosa de Lima Cartel. However, the gov-
ernment faces persistent challenges from "at-
omized" criminal groups and a significant
"black figure" of unreported extortions, which
remain a primary focus for 2026 operations.
(Source, Source)

Simultaneously, the administration is pushing
a "sovereign recovery" agenda, focusing on
the state-led expansion of passenger rail and a
constitutional reform to eliminate "Golden
Pensions" for high-level officials. By highlight-
ing the 20th anniversary of the Pasta de Con-
chos mining tragedy, the Sheinbaum govern-
ment is intentionally contrasting its "human-
ist" approach to rescue and reparations with
the "negligent" neoliberal policies of the Fox
and Calderon eras. This multi-pronged effort—
trade relief, internal security gains, and anti-
corruption measures—serves to consolidate
the "Second Story of the Transformation"
amidst regional instability in Peru and Ar-
gentina. (Source, Source, Source)
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

US Supreme Court Overturns Executive
Tariffs: In a landmark 6-3 decision, the
SCOTUS ruled that President Trump could
not unilaterally impose tariffs using the
1977 International Emergency Economic
Powers Act. Trump responded by announc-
ing an executive order for a "global 10%
tariff" under Section 232 (National Securi-
ty) and initiated Section 301 investigations
to circumvent the court’s restrictions.
(Source, Source)

Guanajuato Security Stabilization: Fed-
eral and state authorities reported that
Guanajuato homicides dropped from 12.7
to 4.4 daily averages. Key successes in-
clude the arrests of "Alfa 1" and "Moy"
(Santa Rosa de Lima Cartel). Despite these
gains, the state remains the highest in total
homicide volume in Mexico for 2025.
(Source, Source, Source)

Proposed "Golden Pension" Reform:
President Sheinbaum announced a consti-
tutional initiative to cap high-level public
official pensions at 50% of the President's
salary (approx. 60,000 pesos/month). High-
profile targets include José Angel Gurria
and Ernesto Zedillo, whose current pen-
sions are described by the government as
"offensive" to the public interest. (Source,
Source)

UK Royal Crisis - Prince Andrew De-
tained: Former Prince Andrew was de-
tained for 11 hours and his residences
searched in connection with "misconduct in
public office." Allegations suggest he
leaked confidential government trade docu-
ments to Jeffrey Epstein between 2001 and
2011. (Source, Source, Source)

* Railway Expansion Milestones: The Mex-

ico City-AIFA train is set to begin opera-
tions before Holy Week 2026. Further con-
struction on routes to Querétaro, Leon, and
Guadalajara is underway, with 2027 set as
the target for the "Northern Trains" net-
work completion. (Source, Source, Source)

Gaza Reconstruction & "Peace Coun-
cil": Donald Trump hosted the inaugural
meeting of his 40-country "Junta de la Paz"
in Washington. Plans include $10B in US
funding to build 100,000 homes in Gaza
(Rafa region) and the deployment of a 500-
strong international stabilization police
force. Mexico declined participation, citing
the exclusion of Palestinian victims from
the council. (Source, Source)

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitics and International Relations

* Mexico-Peru Relations: Mexico is open to

re-establishing diplomatic ties following the
Congressional appointment of interim Pres-
ident José Maria Balcazar in Peru. Howev-
er, Sheinbaum insists that Peru must initi-
ate the rapprochement, as they were the
ones who broke relations. Balcadzar has al-
ready denied a pardon for ousted leader Pe-
dro Castillo. (Source, Source, Source)

US-Iran Tension: Trump hinted at the pos-
sibility of a "limited attack" on Iran while
Teran claimed a nuclear deal draft could be
ready within 10 days. US military move-
ment in Bulgaria suggests mobilization for
potential escalation. (Source)
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Domestic Stability & Social Order

* Civil Unrest in Argentina: A 24-hour gen-
eral strike by the CGT paralyzed Argentina
in protest of Javier Milei’s labor reforms,
which increase the workday to 12 hours.
Reports of police repression, injuries, and
arrests of retirees surfaced during demon-
strations in Buenos Aires. (Source)

Fentanyl False Alarm in Puebla: Investi-
gations into the poisoning of six minors af-
ter eating tamales in Puebla concluded that
fentanyl was not the cause. One child test-
ed positive for the substance only because
it was administered as medication for
seizures  during  hospital treatment.
(Source, Source)

Measles Outbreak: The health cabinet is
prioritizing vaccination for children (6
months to 12 years) following an increase
in cases, particularly in Chihuahua. Mexico
has 27 million doses available and is ac-
quiring 15 million more. (Source, Source)

Corruption & Governance

* Anti-Corruption Tenders: The Ministry of
Anti-Corruption and Good Government can-
celed eight contracts and sanctioned com-
panies like Avakor SA de CV for providing
false information and tripling costs in mili-
tary equipment tenders. (Source, Source)

Elba Esther Gordillo SAT Ruling: The
Supreme Court ruled that former union
leader Elba Esther Gordillo must pay 19.2
million pesos in back taxes from
2008-2009, dismissing her final appeals.
(Source, Source)

Legislation

* Pension Reform (Proposed): Limits
"trust" official pensions to 50% of the presi-
dential salary to end the "neoliberal" prac-
tice of brief tenure leading to lifelong mil-
lion-peso payouts. (Source, Source)

Electoral Reform (Upcoming): President
Sheinbaum announced that details regard-
ing a major electoral reform proposal
(specifically targeting plurinominal seats)
will be presented on Tuesday, February 24.
(Source, Source)

* Labor Reform (Argentina): Passed the
Chamber of Deputies; increases workday to
12 hours and restricts strike rights.
(Source)

* CDMX Rent Control: The Supreme Court
validated a law capping annual rent in-
creases in Mexico City to the rate of infla-
tion, a measure aimed at curbing gentrifica-
tion. (Source, Source)

LEGISLATION/POLICY

The Mexican government is currently moving
toward a significant legislative week, with the
focus on reducing bureaucratic excess and re-
forming the electoral system. Internationally,
the focus is on the fallout of Milei’s labor
deregulation in Argentina and the rejection of
Trump’s tariff authority by the US judiciary.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED

* Constitutional Pension Reform (Mexi-
co): A proposal to cap pensions for high-
ranking public officials. It aims to save 5
million pesos monthly by preventing "Gold-
en Pensions" that exceed the President's
salary. (Source, Source)
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* Electoral Reform (Mexico): Expected to
be introduced on February 24, focusing on
the elimination or reduction of plurinominal
legislative seats and refining the National
Electoral Institute (INE) functions. (Source,
Source)

* National Water Plan (Mexico): Priori-
tizes projects like the Solis Aqueduct in
Guanajuato, though it faces local opposition
from farmers in Acdmbaro and Salvatierra.
(Source, Source)

* Labor Deregulation Bill (Argentina):
Backed by President Milei, this bill increas-
es the legal workday to 12 hours and facili-
tates hiring/firing to "boost investment." It
has caused massive national strikes.
(Source)

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS

* Security Cabinet in Irapuato: A detailed
briefing on the "Guanajuato Priority Strate-
gy," showing a 65% homicide reduction
since Feb 2025. (Source)

* Gaza Peace Council Inauguration
(Washington): Trump outlined his "Peace
through Prosperity" plan for Gaza, involv-
ing massive real estate development and in-
ternational policing. (Source)

* Pasta de Conchos 20-Year Commemora-
tion: A progress report on body recovery
and reparations, with President Sheinbaum
meeting families to reaffirm the search for
the remaining 40 miners. (Source, Source)

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The End of Tariff Hegemony?

The SCOTUS ruling against Trump’s tariff
regime suggests a domestic judicial check on
the "America First" economic strategy. How-

ever, the immediate pivot to Section 232 and
301 investigations indicates that the US ad-
ministration views trade barriers as a perma-
nent tool of statecraft rather than a temporary
emergency measure. This "rule-by-investiga-
tion" creates a volatile regulatory environ-
ment for Mexican manufacturers, who must
now anticipate targeted tariffs on specific sec-
tors (steel, aluminum, vehicles) rather than
broad national security levies. (Source,
Source)

The "Guanajuato Model" of Security Coor-
dination

The dramatic drop in homicides in Guanajuato
represents a rare moment of effective coordi-
nation between a PAN-led state government
and a MORENA-led federal government. The
data suggests that the resignation of long-
term Fiscal Carlos Zamarripa in early 2025
was a turning point, allowing for new intelli-
gence-sharing protocols. By framing this as
"two women putting order in Guanajuato," the
Sheinbaum administration is humanizing the
security narrative while doubling down on the
"zero impunuty" for cartel leaders like "Alfa
1." (Source, Source, Source)

Humanist Neoliberal

Legacy

Sovereignty vs.

Throughout the day’s broadcasts, there is a
consistent effort to link current successes (rail
expansion, body recovery at Pasta de Con-
chos) to a rejection of the "neoliberal" past.
The narrative emphasizes that privatization
under Zedillo destroyed the national rail net-
work, and the "negligence" of the Fox/
Calderén governments abandoned miners.
The current administration is positioning itself
as the '"restorer" of public goods, whether
through physical infrastructure like the Tren
Maya or moral infrastructure through repara-
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tions and tax enforcement on elites like Elba
Esther Gordillo. (Source, Source, Source)

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks):

* Trade Volatility: Expect targeted retaliato-
ry investigations from the US into Mexican
steel and automotive parts following the
SCOTUS ruling. The market may see a tem-
porary surge in Mexican exports before
new Section 301 tariffs are formalized.

* Electoral Reform Tension: The presenta-
tion of the electoral reform on Tuesday will
likely trigger a new wave of domestic politi-
cal polarization and protests from opposi-
tion parties concerned about MORENA's
control over plurinominal seats. (Source)

Medium Term (1-6 Months):

* Rail Milestones: The launch of the Mexico
City-AIFA passenger route will serve as a
proof-of-concept for the Northern expan-
sion. Success here will determine the feasi-
bility of the 2027 Guadalajara/Pachuca
timelines. (Source, Source)

* Argentine Destabilization: The continued
repression of strikes in Buenos Aires could
lead to a deeper political crisis for the Milei
government, potentially impacting regional
trade agreements and South American
diplomatic stability.

Long Term (1-5 Years):

* Industrial Reshoring: If Mexico main-

tains the security gains in Guanajuato and
the Bajio region, it will solidify its position
as the primary alternative to Chinese man-
ufacturing. The long-term success of the
"Poles of Well-being" depends on extirpat-
ing extortion at the municipal level.
(Source)

UK Monarchy Restructuring: The judi-
cial fallout from the Prince Andrew arrest
could lead to a permanent reduction in the
size and public funding of the British Royal
Family, as the "Epstein stain" forces King
Charles III to distance the institution from
its members’ past conduct. (Source)

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Implication 1 (Security): The "Guanajua-
to model" shows that replacing entrenched
local prosecutors is a prerequisite for fed-
eral security interventions to succeed. In-
ternational security partners should moni-
tor personnel changes in other high-vio-
lence states (e.g., Zacatecas, Michoacén) as
lead indicators of future stability.

Implication 2 (Trade): The US judiciary
remains a critical check on radical protec-
tionism. Diplomatic missions should priori-
tize legal advocacy within the US court sys-
tem to challenge upcoming Section 232/301
executive orders.

Implication 3 (Diplomacy): Mexico’s de-
cline to join the Gaza Peace Council signals
a shift toward a more "Third World Nation-
alist" stance, prioritizing Palestinian
sovereignty over the US-led reconstruction
agenda. (Source, Source)
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For Private Sector/Investors:

* Risk 1 (Regulatory): Rent controls in
Mexico City and upcoming electoral re-
forms indicate a trend toward increased
state intervention in the economy and polit-
ical institutions. Real estate investors
should factor in 3.69% (inflation-pegged)
annual caps on residential returns in
CDMX. (Source, Source)

* Risk 2 (Supply Chain): While highway
"Megabacheton" repairs and new rail
routes are positive for logistics, the "atom-
ization" of cartels in Guanajuato means that
while homicides are down, the risk of road-
level extortion and cargo theft by smaller
cells remains elevated. (Source, Source)

* Opportunity (Energy/Infrastructure):
The "sovereign recovery" of the rail sector
creates significant opportunities for firms
specialized in traccién (diesel/electric),
track maintenance, and signaling (e.g., Al-
stom, Siemens), as Mexico commits to
2,000 km of new passenger and cargo lines.
(Source, Source)

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest ex-
periment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the Inter-
net Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine yester-
day's coverage from each television news
channel to tease out the overarching themes
and trends of its news coverage into a richly
annotated thematic analysis. Each high-level
insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify rel-
evant stories and coverage they might not oth-
erwise have encountered and uncover connec-
tions, emphases and narrative shifts that en-
able more comprehensive reporting and deep-
er, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated us-
ing Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetaruS@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet Ar-
chive's TV News Archive at https://ar-

chive.org/details/tv.
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