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TECHNOLOGICAL DISRUPTION VIA

AI AND DEEPENING POLITICAL

POLARIZATION IN THE ASIA-

PACIFIC DEFINE A VOLATILE POST-

LUNAR NEW YEAR PERIOD

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The news cycle for February 20, 2026, is dom‐

inated by the intersection of rapid technologi‐

cal  advancement  and  acute  geopolitical  and

domestic  instability.  Central  to  the  day's  re‐

porting is the escalating role of Artificial Intel‐

ligence (AI)  in  both  commerce and informa‐

tion warfare. AI-generated "short dramas" are

disrupting  traditional  media  economies  in

Mainland China, while sophisticated AI voice-

cloning is being weaponized against high-level

diplomatic  targets,  including  U.S.  Senator

Marco Rubio and other international officials.

This technological shift is occurring alongside

significant public health challenges in Taiwan,

where a Norovirus outbreak has overwhelmed

emergency  rooms  and  blood  supplies  have

reached critically low levels (3.8-day reserve).

Politically, the day is marked by a sharp ana‐

lytical comparison between the "Green Bird"

protests in Taiwan and recent political unrest

in South Korea, with opposition voices fram‐

ing the current administration's actions as a

slide toward authoritarianism. Simultaneously,

the  arrest  of  Prince  Andrew  in  connection

with  the  Epstein  investigation  signals  a  re‐

newed crisis for the British Monarchy. Geopo‐

litically, former U.S. President Donald Trump

has  issued a  10-to-15-day  ultimatum to  Iran

regarding  nuclear  negotiations,  while  Cross-

Strait  tensions  remain  high  as  U.S.-Taiwan

trade deficits are linked to the aggressive ex‐

port of AI-related semiconductors.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Weaponization  of  AI  and  Deepfake

Technology: Sophisticated AI voice cloning

has moved beyond simple scams to target‐

ing high-level state actors. Reports indicate

that U.S. Senator Marco Rubio and at least

three foreign ministers have been targeted

by  AI-synthesized  voices  intended  to  ex‐

tract  sensitive  government  information.

Furthermore,  AI  "short  dramas"  in  China

are generating massive revenues (up to 220

million  TWD  monthly)  by  replacing  tradi‐

tional production with 4-person teams and

2-hour  turnaround times  (Source,  Source, 

Source, Source, Source).

Public Health Crisis and Infrastructure

Strain: Taiwan is facing a severe post-holi‐

day  health  crisis.  Approximately  90%  of

emergency  room  visits  during  the  Lunar

New  Year  were  attributed  to  Norovirus,

with over 8,000 cases recorded. This surge

has  coincided  with  a  critical  blood  short‐

age, with national reserves dropping to 3.8

days,  well  below  the  safe  threshold

(Source, Source, Source).
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Arrest of Prince Andrew: In a historic de‐

velopment, Prince Andrew has been arrest‐

ed by British police on charges related to

official misconduct and the leakage of offi‐

cial documents to Jeffrey Epstein during his

tenure as a trade representative. He is the

first member of the Royal Family to be ar‐

rested in 400 years, with King Charles III

issuing a statement supporting the rule of

law  (Source,  Source,  Source,  Source, 

Source).

Mainland China  Infrastructure  Expan‐

sion: Reports  highlight  China's  continued

dominance in large-scale infrastructure, in‐

cluding the "world's  first"  desert  highway

traversing the Taklamakan Desert and the

Three  Gorges  Dam's  record-breaking

freight volume. These projects are framed

as  demonstrations  of  state  capacity  and

technological self-reliance (Source, Source,

Source).

U.S.-Iran Ultimatum: Former  U.S.  Presi‐

dent Donald Trump has escalated regional

tensions  by  issuing  a  final  ultimatum  to

Tehran,  demanding  a  nuclear  agreement

within  10  to  15  days  or  face  "harsh  ac‐

tions." The U.S. has reportedly deployed at

least  12  naval  vessels  to  the  region  in  a

show  of  force  (Source,  Source,  Source, 

Source).

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

AI and Information Integrity: The emer‐

gence of AI "ancient figures" used in live-

streaming  and  scolding  the  youth,  along‐

side AI voice cloning for espionage, repre‐

sents a significant challenge to social order

and diplomatic security. Scholars are divid‐

ed  on  whether  this  trend  fosters  cultural

understanding  or  spreads  "evil  winds"

(Source, Source, Source, Source).

State Capacity and Public Safety: A se‐

ries of holiday-related accidents—including

a fatal "swan boat" capsizing in Hualien in‐

volving a 8-year-old and multiple arson inci‐

dents from Lunar New Year paper burning

—has  led  to  questions  regarding  govern‐

ment negligence and the need for stricter

safety regulations on "fast and slow" mixed

waterways  (Source,  Source,  Source, 

Source).

Domestic Stability and Political Unrest:

Critics  are  drawing  direct  parallels  be‐

tween  the  South  Korean  executive’s  at‐

tempts to use military force against parlia‐

ment  and  the  "Green  Bird"  movement  in

Taiwan.  Opposition  rhetoric  suggests  that

the current administration is using judicial

and social movements to bypass the legisla‐

ture,  echoing  South  Korean  "dictatorial"

patterns (Source, Source).

Biosurveillance and Public Health: The

rapid  spread of  Norovirus,  which alcohol-

based sanitizers cannot kill, has highlighted

vulnerabilities in public hygiene infrastruc‐

ture  during  periods  of  high  migration

(Source, Source).

Trade  and  Economic  Statecraft: The

U.S.-Taiwan  trade  deficit  has  reached

record  highs  (4.6  trillion  TWD),  largely

driven by the U.S. demand for high-end AI

chips. This economic interdependency is in‐

creasingly politicized by the Trump admin‐

istration as a failure of previous trade poli‐

cies (Source, Source).

Critical  Infrastructure: China's  "Smart

Rail"  (Autonomous Rail  Rapid Transit)  ex‐

pansion  in  cities  like  Harbin  and  Yibin

demonstrates a shift toward low-cost, high-

tech  transit  solutions  that  do  not  require

traditional  tracks  or  overhead  wires

(Source, Source).
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LEGISLATION/POLICY

The  day's  reporting  touched  upon  several

evolving  policy  areas,  particularly  regarding

trade  tariffs,  immigration  investment,  and

maritime safety regulations. Political debates

focused on the legitimacy of executive actions

in both Taiwan and South Korea, and the po‐

tential  suspension of  U.S.  arms sales  to  Tai‐

wan under Chinese pressure.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

U.S.  EB-5  Investment  Visa  Expansion:

Proposals to allow wealthy investors to pur‐

chase U.S. residency for $5 million USD as

part  of  a  move  to  attract  global  capital

(Source, Source).

Taiwan Maritime Safety Revisions (Pro‐

posed): Public  outcry  following  the  Liyu

Lake tragedy has led to demands for new

regulations  separating  high-speed  motor‐

boats  from  slow-moving  tourist  craft

(Source, Source).

Mainland China AI Content Regulation:

Discussions  among  scholars  and  officials

regarding the need for "enhanced supervi‐

sion"  of  AI-generated  historical  figures  to

prevent  social  malfeasance  (Source, 

Source).

U.S. Tariff Policy: Discussion of the failure

of  across-the-board  tariffs  to  reduce  the

trade  deficit,  particularly  with  China  and

Taiwan (Source, Source).

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Trump Press Statement on Iran: A for‐

mal  warning  given  at  the  Peace  Council,

threatening military action if a deal is not

reached (Source, Source).

Buckingham Palace Official Statement:

King Charles III's rare public comment sup‐

porting  the  legal  proceedings  against

Prince Andrew (Source, Source).

Taiwan Legislative Opposition Briefing:

Framing the DPP's "Green Bird" movement

as a mirror of South Korean political insta‐

bility  and  judicial  overreach  (Source, 

Source).

Kim Jong Un Address at 9th Party Con‐

gress: Reviewing  five  years  of  strategic

policy against "hostile forces" and outlining

economic reforms (Source, Source).

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Industrialization of AI-Generated De‐

ception

The shift from AI as a tool for "fun" (ancient

figures scolding people) to a high-level tool for

geopolitical espionage (Rubio deepfakes) indi‐

cates that the barrier to entry for state-level

psychological and intelligence operations has

collapsed. The transcripts reveal a "dual-use"

nature of AI: it is simultaneously revitalizing

the "short drama" economy while providing a

low-cost  mechanism  for  disrupting  interna‐

tional diplomacy. The mention that a team of

four  can  produce  an  entire  episode  in  two

hours  suggests  traditional  media  and  tradi‐

tional  intelligence  verification  processes  are

now obsolete (Source, Source, Source).

The Convergence of Domestic Politics and

International Alignments

A recurring theme is  the comparison of  Tai‐

wan’s domestic political maneuvers to South

Korean "dictatorial" precedents. This suggests

a  concerted  effort  by  opposition  media  to

frame  Taiwan’s  current  leadership  as  a  re‐

gional  outlier  in  democratic  norms.  Further‐

more,  the  framing  of  U.S.  arms  sales  being
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"stalled"  due  to  Beijing's  pressure  on  the

Trump administration hints at a fundamental

realignment where Taiwan's security is being

traded for trade concessions (Source, Source).

Infrastructure as State "Soft Power"

The  extensive  reporting  on  China's  bridge-

building,  desert  highways,  and  smart  rail

projects (often citing world records) serves to

contrast  Mainland  China's  "State  Capacity"

against the perceived "State Chaos" of West‐

ern-style  democracies  and Taiwan's  adminis‐

trative  failures  (e.g.,  blood  shortages,  mar‐

itime accidents). The focus on Nanjing South

Station  and  Guangzhou  South  Station  as

"world-class  hubs"  underscores  an  intent  to

project China as the global leader in critical

infrastructure (Source, Source, Source).

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): We should expect

a spike in cyber-security alerts globally as AI

voice  cloning  techniques  proliferate.  In  Tai‐

wan, a potential escalation in social protests is

likely  as  opposition  groups  continue  to  link

the "Green Bird" movement to broader themes

of  authoritarianism.  The  blood  supply  crisis

may lead to the postponement of non-essential

surgeries (Source, Source).

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The U.S.-Iran

nuclear ultimatum will likely lead to either a

hurried,  unstable  agreement  or  a  localized

maritime skirmish in the Middle East. Prince

Andrew's  trial  will  likely  dominate  British

headlines, potentially leading to a referendum

on the monarchy's future funding or role. Chi‐

na  will  likely  complete  the  World's  Highest

Bridge (Huajiang Canyon Bridge), further ce‐

menting its logistical dominance in Southeast

Asia (Source, Source, Source).

Long Term (1-5 Years): The "Blind Box" and

AI  drama  economy  may  fundamentally  alter

the  film  and  television  industry,  leading  to

mass  unemployment  in  traditional  creative

sectors.  Strategic  semiconductor  trade  be‐

tween the U.S. and Taiwan will likely face per‐

manent  restructuring  under  "America  First"

policies, regardless of political shifts in Taipei

(Source, Source).

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 1. Diplomatic pro‐

tocols  must  be  immediately  updated  to  in‐

clude  multi-factor  authentication  for  voice

communications,  as  standard  telephony  can

no longer be trusted to verify identity. 2. The

comparison between Taiwan and South Korea

suggests a regional trend of legislative-execu‐

tive  gridlock;  international  observers  should

prepare for increased volatility in Asia-Pacific

policy-making. 3. The Prince Andrew arrest in‐

dicates that historical elite immunity is erod‐

ing,  which  may  lead  to  similar  "anti-corrup‐

tion" or "rule of law" campaigns against high-

ranking  officials  globally  (Source,  Source, 

Source).

For Private Sector/Investors: 1. AI Media:

Investment  in  traditional  entertainment  pro‐

duction  should  be  weighed  against  the  ex‐

treme  cost-efficiencies  of  AI-driven  studios,

which  are  already  showing  200M+  RMB

monthly  revenue  potential.  2.  Semiconduc‐

tors: Investors should hedge against potential

pauses  in  U.S.  arms  sales  to  Taiwan,  which

may signal  a broader shift  in U.S.-China-Tai‐

wan  trade  relations  affecting  chip  supply

chains. 3. Bio-Security: Companies involved

in high-migration travel or logistics should in‐

vest  in  non-alcohol-based  sanitization  tech‐

nologies to mitigate Norovirus-style outbreaks

that  are  increasingly  resistant  to  standard

cleaning (Source, Source, Source).
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ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest ex‐

periment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the Inter‐

net  Archive's  TV  News  Archive,  we  apply

Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine yester‐

day's  coverage  from  each  television  news

channel to tease out the overarching themes

and trends of its news coverage into a richly

annotated thematic  analysis.  Each high-level

insight  is  connected  back  to  the  original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage, this analysis helps them identify rel‐

evant stories and coverage they might not oth‐

erwise have encountered and uncover connec‐

tions, emphases and narrative shifts that en‐

able more comprehensive reporting and deep‐

er, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated us‐

ing  Gemini  3  and  may  include  errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet  Ar‐

chive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://ar‐

chive.org/details/tv.
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