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ACCELERATES AMIDST TRUMP

JUDICIAL SETBACKS AND

ESCALATING US-IRAN TENSIONS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 20, 2026, marks a pivotal moment of

divergence  between  American  unilateralism

and  European  collective  security  efforts.  In

the  United  States,  President  Donald  Trump

faces a significant constitutional crisis as the

Supreme Court ruled his unilaterally imposed

global tariffs illegal, stripping him of a prima‐

ry tool for foreign economic pressure. Concur‐

rently, Trump inaugurated his "Peace Board"

in Washington—a proposed alternative to the

United  Nations—focused  on  Gaza's  recon‐

struction, while simultaneously issuing a two-

week ultimatum to Iran regarding its nuclear

program, with military strikes reportedly pre‐

pared  for  as  early  as  the  coming  weekend.

This  aggressive  US  stance  contrasts  with  a

new initiative by five major European powers

(Poland,  UK,  Germany,  France,  and Italy)  to

develop autonomous NATO drones,  signaling

a  move  toward  strategic  autonomy  as  they

prepare for a future where European defense

may lack primary US involvement.

In Lithuania, the domestic political landscape

is dominated by a widening scandal involving

the "Nemuno Aušra" party.  Investigations by

the  Central  Election  Commission  (VRK)  and

independent journalists suggest illegal cash fi‐

nancing  through  party  members,  leading  to

accusations of political pressure on the VRK.

Meanwhile, Lithuanian security services have

issued urgent warnings regarding intensified

Russian recruitment of citizens via social me‐

dia to perform acts of  sabotage and vandal‐

ism. Environmentally, the region is bracing for

severe spring flooding in the Kaunas district,

while the Lithuanian coast witnessed the rare

arrival of "marine ice" for the first time in 15

years,  a  byproduct  of  recent  extreme  cold

snaps followed by rapid temperature shifts.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

US  Supreme  Court  Strikes  Down

Trump’s  Global  Tariffs: In  a  6-3  ruling,

the court determined that the President ex‐

ceeded  his  authority  by  using  emergency

powers to bypass Congress for tariff impo‐

sition. This is viewed as the most significant

judicial blow to the administration’s "Amer‐

ica First"  economic platform, creating im‐

mediate  market  uncertainty  (Source, 

Source). 

European "Big Five" Drone Pact: Poland,

the  UK,  Germany,  France,  and  Italy  have

committed to the joint development of low-

cost,  AI-driven  autonomous  drones  for

NATO  air  defense.  The  initiative  aims  to

reconcile the cost of defense with the low

cost of modern threats, such as those seen

in  the  Ukraine  conflict  (Source,  Source, 

Source, Source). 
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US-Iran Military Brinkmanship: Reports

indicate  the  US  military  is  positioned  to

strike  Iranian  nuclear  or  governmental

sites if a deal is not reached within a 10-15

day window. US naval assets, including air‐

craft carriers and nuclear submarines, have

been moved to the region (Source, Source, 

Source, Source, Source). 

Arrest  of  Prince  Andrew  (Andrew

Mountbatten-Windsor): The  former

British  prince  was  detained  and  his  resi‐

dence searched by UK police regarding al‐

legations of misconduct in public office and

the illegal transfer of confidential reports to

convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein. He

was later released pending further investi‐

gation  (Source,  Source,  Source,  Source, 

Source, Source, Source). 

Nemuno  Aušra  Financing  Scandal:

Lithuanian  authorities  are  investigating

claims  that  the  party  funneled  over

€100,000 in illegal cash contributions. The

party’s attempt to summon the VRK chair‐

woman to a faction meeting has been con‐

demned by the opposition as illegal political

pressure (Source, Source). 

Russian Hybrid Recruitment via Social

Media: Lithuanian  military  intelligence

(AOTD)  and  the  VSD report  that  Russian

services  are  actively  recruiting  locals

through messaging platforms to desecrate

monuments,  spread  ethnic  discord,  and

monitor  NATO infrastructure  for  cash  re‐

wards (Source, Source, Source). 

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

International Relations & Geopolitics: 

The "Peace Board" (Taikos valdyba) led

by  Trump  is  drawing  minimal  support

from  traditional  EU  allies,  with  most

sending only observers. Only Hungary’s

Viktor Orban participated as a full repre‐

sentative. The US has stopped UN fund‐

ing, threatening the organization with fi‐

nancial  collapse  by  July  (Source, 

Source). 

Lithuania is attempting to "gradually re‐

store" diplomatic ties with China to the

level of charge d'affaires, despite contin‐

ued  tensions  over  Taiwan  (Source, 

Source, Source). 

Domestic Stability & Social Order: 

Lithuanian  lawmakers  are  debating  a

ban on social media use for children un‐

der 16, citing the prevalence of cyberbul‐

lying, sexual exploitation, and addiction

(Source,  Source,  Source,  Source, 

Source). 

Poland has formally withdrawn from the

Ottawa Convention to allow for the min‐

ing of its borders against potential Rus‐

sian/Belarusian  aggression  (Source, 

Source, Source, Source, Source). 
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State  Capacity  &  Critical  Infrastruc‐

ture: 

Lithuanian  municipalities  report  that

snow  removal  and  road  maintenance

budgets for the entire year have already

been  exhausted  due  to  extreme  winter

conditions (Source, Source). 

Dubai  is  integrating  autonomous  fire-

fighting  robots  and  AI  patrol  robots  to

manage public safety in high-risk zones

(Source). 

Lithuanian Engineering College and the

Riflemen’s  Union  opened  a  new center

for drone assembly and pilot training to

bolster civil defense (Source). 

Corruption & Governance: 

The Lithuanian Journalists' Union is fac‐

ing a transparency crisis involving over

€239,000 in debt and unpaid taxes, lead‐

ing to high-profile resignations (Source, 

Source). 

The appointment of Žaneta Rudaitienė as

the new head of the Lithuanian Customs

Department was marred by the dismissal

of the Finance Ministry Chancellor just a

day prior (Source). 

LEGISLATION/POLICY

Legislative activity this period is centered on

restrictive social measures and the formaliza‐

tion of defensive border measures. Policy dis‐

cussions are heavily influenced by the "safe"

mechanism for EU-funded military loans and

new transparency rules for public broadcast‐

ing governance.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Social Media Ban for Minors: A proposal

to restrict social media access for those un‐

der  16,  with  fines  for  platforms  ranging

from €500 to €4,000. Critics argue national

legislation  is  insufficient  and  requires  an

EU-wide  response  (Source,  Source, 

Source). 

LRT Law Amendments: A working group

is debating increasing the LRT Board from

12 to  15  members  and  imposing  new re‐

strictions on content creation by individuals

from  other  media  outlets.  Journalists  de‐

scribe the latest draft as a threat to press

freedom (Source, Source, Source). 

Polish  Border  Mining  Authorization:

Formalization of Poland’s exit from the Ot‐

tawa  Convention  to  enable  the  "Eastern

Shield" project, allowing for the mining of

borders  within  48  hours  of  a  threat

(Source, Source, Source, Source). 

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Trump Spontaneous Press Conference:

Held in response to the Supreme Court tar‐

iff ruling; Trump attacked the court as be‐

ing  influenced  by  foreign  interests

(Source). 

Krakow Gynybos  Ministrų  Susitikimas

(Defense Ministers' Meeting): Five Euro‐

pean  nations  finalized  the  autonomous

drone development plan (Source, Source). 

Lithuanian  Foreign  Ministry  Briefing:

Minister Kęstutis Budrys detailed the strat‐

egy for managing "hybrid attacks" from Be‐

larus and the status of relations with Tai‐

wan/China (Source, Source, Source). 
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Fragmentation  of  Global  Institu‐

tions: 

The creation of  the "Peace Board" by the

Trump administration and the cessation of

US payments to the UN represent a delib‐

erate  dismantling of  the  post-WWII  multi‐

lateral order. The fact that EU nations (ex‐

cept  Hungary)  are  refusing  to  participate

suggests a deepening rift in the Western al‐

liance.  The US is moving toward a model

where global conflicts are settled via direct

presidential  "calls  from  the  Oval  Office"

rather  than  institutional  voting  (Source, 

Source).

Strategic "Drone-ification" of European

Defense: 

Europe  is  reacting  to  the  lessons  of  the

Ukraine war by prioritizing "low cost" de‐

fense systems. The 5-nation pact focuses on

the  asymmetry  of  modern  warfare—using

expensive missiles to down cheap drones is

no longer viable. This shift towards autono‐

mous,  AI-driven systems suggests  a  move

away  from  human-intensive  army  struc‐

tures toward high-tech, rapid-response sys‐

tems (Source, Source, Source).

The weaponization of Social Media for

Hybrid Warfare: 

Social media is no longer just a platform for

influence but a recruitment tool for kinetic

sabotage. The reports of Russian "remote-

controlled" vandalism in Lithuania indicate

that intelligence services are bypassing tra‐

ditional spy networks in favor of "gig-econ‐

omy" sabotage, where individuals are hired

for small, anonymous tasks that aggregate

into  national  instability  (Source,  Source, 

Source).

Environmental  Anomalies  as  Infra‐

structure Stress-Testers: 

Rare events like "marine ice" and the ex‐

haustion of year-long maintenance budgets

in February highlight that European infra‐

structure  is  not  currently  built  for  the

volatility of 2026's climate. The significant

cost overruns for snow removal will  likely

necessitate emergency budget reallocation

in the spring (Source, Source, Source).

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): 

High  probability  of  localized  US

airstrikes  in  Iran  if  diplomatic  stalling

continues. 

Lithuanian political crisis may deepen as

the "Nemuno Aušra" party faces poten‐

tial  loss  of  state  subsidies,  possibly

destabilizing the current coalition. 

Immediate  volatility  in  US import  mar‐

kets as the Supreme Court ruling forces

a reset of tariff structures. 

Medium Term (1-6 Months): 

UN financial crisis will peak in July, likely

forcing  a  massive  restructuring  or  the

rise of competing regional organizations

like the "Peace Board." 

Fortification of the Polish-Belarusian bor‐

der with landmines will commence, likely

increasing migrant fatalities and geopo‐

litical tensions. 

Lithuania likely to formalize a "two-tier"

China  policy,  separating  economic

Charge d'Affaires relations from political

Taiwan support. 
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Long Term (1-5 Years): 

Full transition of NATO air defense to au‐

tonomous AI systems, reducing reliance

on  manned  fighter  jet  deployments  for

border incursions. 

The shift of US foreign policy away from

institutional multilateralism toward a se‐

ries of transactional "Grand Bargains." 

The total regulation of social media for

minors in the EU, following the Lithuani‐

an and Australian models. 

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

Security  Interoperability: EU  nations

must  accelerate  the  development  of  the

"Big  Five"  drone  pact  to  ensure  defense

readiness if US support continues to be tied

to transactional demands. (Source)

UN  Contingency  Planning: Diplomatic

missions  should  prepare  for  a  "post-UN"

landscape or a period where the organiza‐

tion is paralyzed by US funding withdrawal.

(Source)

Cyber-Sabotage  Countermeasures: In‐

telligence services must increase monitor‐

ing of "micro-task" platforms and social me‐

dia  recruitment  to  prevent  the  spread  of

outsourced sabotage. (Source)

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Supply  Chain  Risk: The  US  Supreme

Court ruling on tariffs provides a temporary

reprieve for importers, but the Trump ad‐

ministration  is  likely  to  seek  alternative,

perhaps more disruptive, legislative routes

to reimpose them. (Source)

Defense  Technology  Opportunities:

Massive  investment  opportunities  exist  in

autonomous  systems  and  anti-drone  tech‐

nology as the EU seeks to build its own sov‐

ereign defense tech stack. (Source)

Energy Transition Costs: Investors in the

agricultural  sector  (specifically  green‐

house/shiltnamis operations) should expect

a 2-3x increase in winter energy costs as

standard, necessitating a shift toward more

resilient biokuras (biofuel) or solar integra‐

tion. (Source, Source)

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest ex‐

periment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the Inter‐

net  Archive's  TV  News  Archive,  we  apply

Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine yester‐

day's  coverage  from  each  television  news

channel to tease out the overarching themes

and trends of its news coverage into a richly

annotated thematic  analysis.  Each high-level

insight  is  connected  back  to  the  original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage, this analysis helps them identify rel‐

evant stories and coverage they might not oth‐
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erwise have encountered and uncover connec‐

tions, emphases and narrative shifts that en‐

able more comprehensive reporting and deep‐

er, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated us‐

ing  Gemini  3  and  may  include  errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet  Ar‐

chive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://ar‐

chive.org/details/tv.
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