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HUNGARY POSITIONS ITSELF AS

TRUMP’S PRIMARY EUROPEAN ALLY

AMIDST ESCALATING ENERGY

BLACKMAIL AND REGIONAL

CONFLICT RISKS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The news cycle of February 20, 2026,

is  dominated  by  the  Hungarian  gov‐

ernment’s  strategic  alignment  with

Donald  Trump’s  administration,

framed through the inaugural meeting

of a newly formed "Peace Council" in

Washington. Prime Minister Viktor Or‐

bán is presented as the sole European

Union leader with foundational status

in this body, which seeks to bypass the

United  Nations—described  by  both

Trump and Orbán as  a  "failed  mam‐

moth"—in favor of pragmatic,  leader-

to-leader conflict resolution. This for‐

eign  policy  maneuver  is  being  lever‐

aged domestically to project Hungary

as a high-prestige "meeting point" for

global  powers,  bolstered  by  Trump’s

explicit  endorsement  of  Orbán’s  up‐

coming re-election bid. Simultaneous‐

ly,  the  administration  is  managing  a

deepening crisis with Ukraine, charac‐

terized  as  an  "Oil  War."  The  govern‐

ment alleges that Kiev has intentional‐

ly  blocked  the  Friendship  (Druzhba)

kőolajvezeték (oil pipeline) not due to

technical failure from Russian strikes,

but  as  a  coordinated  political  black‐

mail operation involving Brussels and

the domestic opposition (Tisza Party).

In retaliation, Hungary has moved to

release  strategic  oil  reserves  and  is

threatening to block a 90 billion euro

EU loan to  Ukraine while  potentially

cutting off electricity and gas exports

to the neighboring country. This narra‐

tive serves to frame the April  12 na‐

tional  elections  as  a  choice  between

"sovereign  peace"  and  a  "Brussels-

controlled  puppet  government."  Do‐

mestically,  the  government  is  high‐

lighting  infrastructure  successes,

specifically  the  foundation  stone  lay‐

ing for Terminal 3 at the Liszt Ferenc

International  Airport,  and  favorable

economic metrics showing nearly 10%

net wage growth. These are contrast‐

ed with severe winter weather causing

traffic  "chaos"  in  Western  Hungary

and ongoing attacks on the Tisza Par‐

ty, which the state-aligned media por‐

trays as a fraudulent organization con‐

cealing  an  "austerity  program"  and

suffering  from  internal  leadership

coups. 
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Inauguration  of  the  Trump-Led

Peace Council 

Donald Trump hosted the first meeting of

the Peace Council in Washington, position‐

ing it as a more effective alternative to the

United Nations for solving global conflicts

like Gaza and Ukraine. (Source, Source)

Trump explicitly endorsed Viktor Orbán for

the upcoming Hungarian elections, praising

his handling of migration and "peace poli‐

cy." (Source, Source)

Hungary is the only EU founding member,

though  other  states  (Italy,  Czechia,  Slo‐

vakia) attended as observers, suggesting a

shift in European diplomatic gravity toward

bilateralism. (Source, Source)

Escalation  of  "Oil  War"  with

Ukraine 

Hungary and Slovakia have blocked diesel

exports  to  Ukraine  after  Kiev  halted  oil

transit via the Friendship pipeline. (Source,

Source)

Hungarian  intelligence  reports  claim  the

pipeline  is  physically  intact  and  the  stop‐

page is a "political decision" by Zelensky to

influence  Hungarian  elections.  (Source, 

Source)

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó announced

Hungary will block the 90 billion euro EU

military loan to Ukraine until oil shipments

resume. (Source, Source)

Strategic  Expansion  of  Budapest

International Airport 

The government laid the foundation stone

for Terminal 3, a 1 billion euro investment

aimed at increasing capacity to 25 million

passengers by 2030 and 40 million by 2035.

(Source, Source)

The  project  includes  a  160  km/h  express

rail link to Budapest and expansion of the

main  road  access  to  six  lanes.  (Source, 

Source)

Orbán emphasized that strategic assets like

the  airport  must  remain  under  national

control to ensure profits benefit Hungarian

citizens  rather  than  foreign  investors.

(Source, Source)

Systemic Attack on the Tisza Party

and Opposition 

Allegations  emerged  via  "leaked  record‐

ings" that Tisza Party Vice President Zoltán

Tarr  admitted  to  hiding  the  party’s  true

austerity plans to win the election. (Source,

Source)

State media claims the opposition is coordi‐

nating with Kiev and Brussels to raise Hun‐

garian fuel prices to 1,000 HUF per liter to

incite unrest. (Source, Source)

Legal  proceedings are highlighted against

Tisza  candidate  Romulusz  Ruszin-Szendi

for "disorderly conduct" involving a journal‐

ist  and carrying a weapon at  a  public  fo‐

rum. (Source, Source)
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Severe Winter Weather and Infra‐

structure Disruption 

Western Hungary (Sopron, Vas, Zala coun‐

ties)  experienced  over  30cm of  snow,  re‐

sulting in 16 Volánbusz accidents and nu‐

merous power outages affecting over 1,100

households. (Source, Source)

Border crossings to Austria were temporar‐

ily paralyzed due to jackknifed trucks and

unplowed  roads  on  the  Austrian  side.

(Source, Source)

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitics Hungary is positioning it‐

self as the "European bridgehead" for

the  Trump  administration’s  foreign

policy. By joining the Peace Council as

a founding member, the Orbán govern‐

ment  is  signaling  a  move  toward  a

"post-UN" world order where "strong

leaders"  negotiate  directly.  This  is

framed as  a  "patriotic  turn"  that  en‐

sures national security better than ex‐

isting  multilateral  institutions.

(Source, Source, Source) Energy Se‐

curity The halt of the Friendship pipe‐

line is treated as a primary threat to

state capacity. The government has ac‐

tivated  a  decree  to  release  250,000

tons of strategic oil reserves. Retalia‐

tory measures include stopping diesel

exports  to  Ukraine  and  considering

cuts  to  electricity  and  gas  supplies,

which  currently  provide  a  significant

portion  of  Ukraine's  energy  needs.

(Source,  Source,  Source)  Economic

Statecraft The government reports a

9.8%  increase  in  net  wages  for  De‐

cember  2025,  driven  by  tax  exemp‐

tions  for  mothers  and  families.  The

goal is to reach a 1 million HUF aver‐

age gross wage by 2030. Utility price

caps  (rezsicsökkentés)  remain  a  cor‐

nerstone of domestic policy, with 77%

public support, and are used as a cud‐

gel against the opposition, who are ac‐

cused  of  planning  to  abolish  them.

(Source,  Source,  Source)  Domestic

Stability & Social Order The narra‐

tive of "Brussels interference" is being

codified  through  warnings  about  the

EU's  "Democracy  Shield,"  which  the

Hungarian government describes as a

tool for online censorship and election

meddling. Meanwhile,  the DK party’s

proposal  to  strip  voting  rights  from

Hungarians living abroad is portrayed

as "national treason." (Source, Source,

Source)  State  Capacity  &  Health

Despite  political  focus,  the  govern‐

ment is highlighting investments in di‐

agnostic healthcare (CT/MR machines)

and the unification of emergency and

primary  care  systems.  However,  a

sharp  rise  in  Syphilis  cases  (over

1,700  reported)  indicates  a  public

health  challenge.  (Source,  Source) 
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Legislation The following regulatory

and legal developments were noted: 

Security Oil Reserve Decree: A ministeri‐

al  regulation  (Lantos  Csaba)  authorizing

the release of strategic reserves to manage

the  Friendship  pipeline  outage.  (Source, 

Source)

Democracy  Shield  (EU  Proposal): De‐

scribed as a 30-page document for "opinion

policing"  and  content  restriction  during

elections. (Source)

Home Start Program: A 3% fixed-interest

loan program for  young families,  credited

with  stabilizing  rental  markets.  (Source, 

Source)

14th Month Pension: Announced as a fu‐

ture benefit to be introduced. (Source)

Mandatory Vaccination Fraud Case: Ar‐

rests of a Dunavarsány doctor and assistant

for selling fake vaccination certificates for

cash (kenőpénz). (Source, Source)

LEGISLATION/POLICY

The  legislative  focus  is  centered  on

emergency  responses  to  the  energy

crisis and the implementation of social

subsidies. The government is also en‐

gaged in a defensive posture against

EU-level  regulations,  particularly  the

"Democracy Shield," which it views as

a  threat  to  national  sovereignty.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Ministerial  Decree  on  Kőolajkészletek

(Oil Reserves): Authorized the partial re‐

lease of the national security oil  stockpile

to ensure fuel supply stability following the

Ukrainian transit halt. (Source, Source)

EU Russian Energy Import Ban (2027):

A decision to ban Russian energy imports

by  late  2027,  which  Hungary  claims  was

passed via "legal tricks" to bypass unanimi‐

ty requirements. (Source)

Democracy Shield Initiative: An EU-level

framework aimed at combating disinforma‐

tion,  which  Hungarian  officials  and  the

Sovereignty  Protection  Office  label  as  an

"illegal influence network" and "opinion po‐

lice." (Source)

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Peace  Council  Inaugural  Session

(Washington): A  high-profile  diplomatic

event where Trump and Orbán articulated

a  new  "leader-centric"  peace  strategy.

(Source, Source)

Government Info (Gulyás Gergely): De‐

tailed accusations of "Kiev-Tisza Party col‐

lusion"  and  potential  retaliatory  energy

cuts to Ukraine. (Source, Source)

Airport  Terminal  3  Alapkőletétel: A

press event where Orbán reaffirmed the im‐

portance of national ownership of strategic

infrastructure. (Source, Source)

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Replacement  of  Multilateral‐

ism  with  Bilateral  "Strongman"

Diplomacy The  transcripts  reveal  a

profound shift in the Hungarian narra‐

tive regarding international organiza‐

tions. The UN and EU are increasingly

portrayed as bureaucratic, ineffective,

or actively hostile.  The "Peace Coun‐

cil" represents a pivot toward a world

where legitimacy is derived from the
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personal relationship between "strong

leaders"  (Trump  and  Orbán).  This

trend suggests  Hungary is  preparing

for  a  "Trumpian" global  order where

bilateral deals on energy and security

supersede  EU-wide  consensus.

(Source,  Source,  Source)  Hybrid

Warfare  and  the  "Kiev-Brussels-

Opposition" Axis A dominant theme

is the framing of the energy crisis as a

hybrid  warfare  tactic  used  against

Hungary.  By linking the pipeline clo‐

sure directly to the Tisza Party and the

EU, the government is creating a siege

mentality. The narrative suggests that

any domestic dissatisfaction over fuel

prices  or  inflation  is  not  a  result  of

policy, but a foreign-manufactured cri‐

sis designed to topple the government.

(Source,  Source,  Source)  Economic

Populism as a Stability Anchor The

administration  is  doubling  down  on

"Family-Based Economy"  rhetoric.  By

emphasizing  10%  wage  growth,  3%

fixed-rate mortgages, and the preser‐

vation of utility price caps, they are at‐

tempting  to  isolate  the  Hungarian

electorate from the broader European

economic  stagnation.  The  airport  ex‐

pansion serves as  a  visual  and fiscal

symbol  of  this  "Hungarian  model"

working  despite  external  "war-in‐

duced"  pressures.  (Source,  Source, 

Source)  The  "Brussels-Tisza"  Aus‐

terity Narrative A concerted effort is

being  made  to  paint  the  opposition,

specifically  the Tisza Party,  as  a  tool

for  foreign  large-scale  capital  (Shell,

Erste Bank) and Brussels technocrats.

The government is successfully using

"leaked" information to argue that the

opposition's  hidden  agenda  includes

abolishing  subsidies  and  tax  breaks,

effectively telling voters that an oppo‐

sition victory would result in an imme‐

diate drop in their standard of living.

(Source, Source, Source) 

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks) 

Retaliatory  Escalation: If  Ukraine  does

not  resume oil  transit  within  10  days  (as

hinted by Trump), Hungary is highly likely

to  cut  off  electricity  and  gas  exports  to

Kiev,  which  could  trigger  a  humanitarian

crisis  in  Ukraine  during  the  winter.

(Source, Source)

Fuel Price Volatility: Despite the release

of reserves, expectations of a 1,000 HUF/

liter fuel price could lead to panic buying or

social  friction  as  the  April  12  election

nears. (Source, Source)

Weather  Recovery: The  West  Hungarian

"hókáosz" will subside as temperatures rise

to  15-20°C  next  week,  but  the  political

blame  for  the  "chaos"  will  likely  persist.

(Source, Source)
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Medium Term (1-6 Months) 

Election Climax (April 12): The election

result will determine if Hungary remains an

illiberal outlier in the EU or pivots back to‐

ward Brussels.  A Fidesz victory,  bolstered

by Trump's support, would likely lead to a

permanent veto on major EU military fund‐

ing for Ukraine. (Source, Source)

Infrastructure Kick-off: Construction on

Terminal 3 and the airport rail link will be‐

gin, acting as a major stimulus for the con‐

struction sector and employment. (Source, 

Source)

Long Term (1-5 Years) 

EU Structural Split: Continued Hungari‐

an  obstruction  of  EU-Ukraine  policy  and

the formation of alternative bodies like the

"Peace Council" could lead to a two-tier Eu‐

rope or formal mechanisms to isolate Hun‐

gary's voting power. (Source, Source)

Energy Diversification: Failure to resolve

the Druzhba issue will  force a permanent

and expensive  shift  to  the  Adria  pipeline,

likely  requiring  massive  EU-funded  (or

state-funded)  refinery  retrofits  to  handle

non-Russian crude. (Source, Source)

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

Security: Prepare  for  a  severe  energy

deficit  in  Ukraine  if  Hungary  carries  out

threats to cut electricity/gas exports.  This

will increase the burden on Poland and oth‐

er neighbors. (Source, Source)

Diplomatic: Western allies must assess the

legitimacy  of  the  "Peace  Council"  as  it

could become a platform for Russia or oth‐

er  non-aligned states  to  circumvent  tradi‐

tional  sanctions  or  diplomatic  isolation.

(Source, Source)

Legal: Monitor the EU-Ukraine Association

Agreement  violations  regarding  energy

transit; a failure by the EU to enforce these

could set a precedent for transit countries

to use infrastructure as a political weapon.

(Source, Source)

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Supply Chain Risk: High risk for logistics

and transport  firms operating in  the CEE

region due to fuel price uncertainty and po‐

tential energy-related civil unrest. (Source, 

Source)

Investment  Opportunity: The  1  billion

euro airport expansion and related rail/road

projects  offer  significant  opportunities  for

construction,  technology,  and  engineering

firms,  particularly  those  with  "national-

friendly"  or  French  (Vinci)  partnerships.

(Source, Source)

Regulatory Compliance: Firms must pre‐

pare for the EU's "Democracy Shield" and

Hungary's  "Sovereignty  Protection"

counter-measures,  which  may  create  con‐

flicting  data-handling  and  reporting  re‐

quirements for tech and media companies.

(Source)

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest ex‐

periment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching
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trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the Inter‐

net  Archive's  TV  News  Archive,  we  apply

Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine yester‐

day's  coverage  from  each  television  news

channel to tease out the overarching themes

and trends of its news coverage into a richly

annotated thematic  analysis.  Each high-level

insight  is  connected  back  to  the  original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage, this analysis helps them identify rel‐

evant stories and coverage they might not oth‐

erwise have encountered and uncover connec‐

tions, emphases and narrative shifts that en‐

able more comprehensive reporting and deep‐

er, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated us‐

ing  Gemini  3  and  may  include  errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet  Ar‐

chive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://ar‐

chive.org/details/tv.
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