TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS
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T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

Exploring the simultaneous breakdown of trust in the Western Balkans
and unprecedented legal shocks to global elites (February 20, 2026).
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SHORT TERM (WEEKS):
VOLATILITY & UNREST

SHORT TERM (WEEKS): MEDIUM TERM (MONTHS): LONG TERM (YEARS):

Sarajevo unrest grows; UK charging Trojka coalition tested; Ukraine SCOTUS ruling curbs executive
decision critical; US tariff dismantling faces potential energy blackout; US economic power; Balkan youth movement
causes economic confusion. ‘Board of Peace’ clashes with UN. evolves or brain drain accelerates.
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(Mediate & Support) (Audit & Adapt) The convergence signals a critical
Decouple Ukraine energr from J)oﬁtics; Audit tariff rebates; Avoid risky juncture: Institutions must reform
Monitor US-led parallel bodies; infrastructure partners; to regain trust, or volatility will
Bridge UNHCR funding gap. Invest in ESG (CCS, Zero Waste). deepen the global divide.
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INSTITUTIONAL COLLAPSE IN THE
WESTERN BALKANS CONVERGES
WITH UNPRECEDENTED GLOBAL

ELITE LEGAL VOLATILITY

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 20, 2026, is characterized by a pro-
found breakdown in institutional trust across
the Western Balkans, occurring simultaneous-
ly with a series of high-stakes legal and
geopolitical shocks in the West and East Asia.
In Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Sarajevo Can-
tonal government has entered a "technical
mandate" following the resignation of Prime
Minister Nihad Uk, a move triggered by pub-
lic outrage over a fatal tram accident that re-
vealed systemic neglect and the failure of
safety infrastructure. This domestic crisis is
mirrored in Serbia by the "Vista Rica" scandal,
where allegations of money laundering involv-
ing the President’s inner circle have led to the
firing and intimidation of whistleblowers, fur-
ther eroding the credibility of state anti-mon-
ey laundering efforts.

On the global stage, the arrest of Andrew
Mountbatten-Windsor (the former Prince An-
drew) in the United Kingdom for misconduct
in public office—specifically the alleged shar-

ing of state secrets with Jeffrey Epstein—rep-
resents a historical rupture in royal immunity.
This occurs alongside a significant domestic
defeat for the Trump administration, as the
US Supreme Court struck down global tariffs,
ruling that the President exceeded his execu-
tive authority. These developments suggest a
narrowing of "elite impunity" while simultane-
ously heightening regional tensions, as the US
military remains on high alert for potential
strikes against Iran, and Hungary and Slo-
vakia threaten energy blockades against
Ukraine as the four-year mark of the Russian
invasion approaches.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Systemic Crisis in Sarajevo Public Ser-
vices and Governance
o The investigation into the fatal Sarajevo
tram crash revealed that the vehicle's
black box and camera system had not
functioned since November 2025, lead-
ing to accusations of a "political show"
rather than a search for accountability.
(Source, Source, Source)

o Prime Minister Nihad Uk’s resignation
has been accepted, leaving the Canton in
a technical mandate while political par-
ties struggle to form a new majority
amidst escalating youth-led protests.
(Source, Source)

o Investigations have expanded into "Wich-
ler Promet," a company with no prior ex-
perience that was awarded contracts for
critical tram braking components.
(Source, Source)
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* First Arrest of a British Royal in Cen-
turies

o]

]

* US Supreme

Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor was ar-
rested at the Sandringham estate on sus-
picion of misconduct in public office and
sharing confidential trade information
with the late Jeffrey Epstein. (Source,
Source, Source)

King Charles III issued a statement sup-
porting the legal process, signaling a
withdrawal of royal protection for his
brother. (Source, Source)

Parallel investigations are underway in
Norway and France regarding other
high-level officials linked to the Epstein
files. (Source, Source)

Court Striks Down

Trump’s Global Tariffs

[e]

In a 6-3 decision, the Court ruled that
the President’s use of 1977 emergency
powers to impose global tariffs was un-
constitutional, asserting that Congress
holds authority over trade. (Source,
Source)

The ruling triggers immediate legal
chaos as businesses and foreign nations
prepare lawsuits to recoup billions in
paid duties. (Source)

* Geopolitical Escalation: US-Iran Stand-
off

o

[e]

The US military is in "full readiness" for
a potential strike on Iran, with the air-
craft carrier Gerald Ford approaching
the region. (Source, Source)

Iran has formally warned the UN that
any US attack will make all American
military assets in the region "legitimate
targets." (Source, Source)

* Ukraine War Energy Crisis and Diplo-
matic Stagnation
o As the fourth anniversary of the invasion

nears, Ukraine’s energy grid is at a
breaking point due to sustained Russian
drone and missile attacks. (Source,
Source)

o Hungary and Slovakia have threatened

to halt electricity exports to Ukraine un-
less Kyiv allows the resumption of Rus-
sian oil flows through the Druzhba pipe-
line. (Source)

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

* Corruption and Institutional Capture
o Serbia: The Vista Rica investment fund,

linked to the President’s family, report-
edly manages 85 million euros. Whistle-
blower Danijela Maleti¢ was fired and
detained after investigating suspicious
payments. (Source, Source)

Bosnia: The GRAS (Sarajevo transit)
scandal highlights "fictional" mainte-
nance records and the use of unqualified
subcontractors for critical infrastructure.
(Source, Source)

* Al and Technology Oversight
o The Indian Al Summit suffered major or-

ganizational failures, including the expo-
sure of a fraudulent "inventor" present-
ing a Chinese-made robot dog as a local
invention. (Source, Source)

Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg testified in
a landmark Los Angeles trial regarding
the addictive nature of social media and
its impact on children’s mental health.
(Source)
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e Energy Security LEGISLATION/POLICY
o VogoS$c¢a (BiH) is facing a heating total

shutdown because mazut supplies in- Legislative activity this period is dominated by
tended for citizens were allegedly divert- attempts to define national identity and the
ed to heat private businesses. (Source, limits of executive power. In the US, the
Source) Supreme Court re-established constitutional

boundaries on trade policy, while in the Balka-

ture and Storage (CCS) pilot project in ns, legislative bodies are grappling with the

the North Sea to mitigate CO2 emis- legal weight of historical symbols and the
sions. (Source) criminalization of digital harm.

o Norway is accelerating its Carbon Cap-

« Civil Unrest and Social Stability BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

o Youth-led protests in Sarajevo are adopt-
ing a leaderless, horizontal structure to
prevent political co-option by the ruling

* Law on Prohibiting Communist and To-
talitarian Symbols (Croatia): A proposal
by Josip Dabro (DP) to explicitly ban com-
"Trojka" or opposition SDA. (Source, . .

munist slogans and symbols, threatening
Source, Source) the stability of the Plenkovi¢ government.

o Solidarity protests have spread to Banja (Source, Source)

Luka, Zenica, and Tuzla, crossing tradi-
tional ethnic and entity lines. (Source,
Source, Source)

* Resolution on Condemning Ustase Ide-
ology (Republika Srpska): An SDS-led
initiative to condemn the glorification of
the NDH regime and declare specific indi-

* Legislation and Policy
viduals "persona non grata" in RS. (Source,

o Croatia - Totalitarian Symbols Law:

Proposed legislation to ban both Ustase Source)
and Communist symbols (including the * Take It Down Act (USA): A criminal law
five-pointed star) has triggered a coali- targeting the spread of non-consensual
tion crisis between HDZ and its liberal deepfake pornography. (Source)
partners. (Source, Source) « EU 90/180 Day Rule Modification: Bor-
o US - Take It Down Act: New federal jana Kristo (BiH) is leading a regional ini-
law makes the sharing of non-consensual tiative to the EU to exempt international
Al-generated "deepfake" sexual images a transport drivers from strict stay limita-
criminal offense. (Source) tions that are hindering trade. (Source,
Source)

o Republika Srpska - Resolution on Us-
tase Ideology: The SDS has gathered
28 signatures to force a special session

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

condemning Ustase ideology following s Zuckerberg LA Superior Court Testimo-

recent controversial concerts. (Source, ny: The first jury-trial testimony by the

Source) Meta CEO regarding product liability and
> UN - International Care Day: Initiative child safety. (Source)

to establish a global day for youth leav-
ing the foster care system by 2030.
(Source)
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* Trump "Board of Peace" Summit: A
meeting of 45 nations in Washington to dis-
cuss the reconstruction of Gaza, notably ex-
cluding traditional UN oversight. (Source,
Source, Source)

Sarajevo Cantonal Ministry of Commu-
nal Economy Presser: Minister Pandure-
vi¢ detailed allegations of fuel theft at
"Bagz Energotehnika" and called for crimi-
nal prosecution of the director. (Source,
Source)

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

* The End of Untouchability

The day’s news reflects a global trend
where high-status individuals are being
subjected to judicial scrutiny that was pre-
viously unthinkable. From the arrest of An-
drew Mountbatten-Windsor to the insurrec-
tion conviction of South Korean President
Yoon Suk-yeol and the Zuckerberg trial, the
narrative of "above the law" status is being
challenged. However, the skepticism of the
British public and the firing of whistleblow-
ers in Serbia suggest that while the
process has begun, the outcome remains
heavily dependent on institutional re-
silience vs. elite protection networks.
(Source, Source, Source)

* The Weaponization of Basic Infrastruc-
ture

A recurring theme is the transformation of
essential services (heating, transit, energy)
into tools of political pressure or corrup-
tion. In Ukraine, winter is being used as a
Russian weapon, while Hungary uses the
Druzhba pipeline as a lever for EU-Kijev ne-
gotiations. In Sarajevo, the failure to main-
tain tram cameras and the diversion of Vo-
gosca's heating fuel highlight how local
corruption in infrastructure can lead to
lethal outcomes and political destabiliza-
tion. (Source, Source, Source)

e Generational Disconnect and Youth Re-
activity

There is a stark contrast between the
"clown show" of veteran elite politics
(Trump vs. Obama on aliens, the Covi¢-
Thompson photo scandal) and the focused,
horizontal mobilization of youth in Bosnia.
The Sarajevo protesters’ refusal to appoint
a leader to avoid "political targetting" sug-
gests a new, more sophisticated level of
civic engagement that recognizes how tra-
ditional hierarchies in the Balkans are easi-
ly co-opted. (Source, Source, Source)

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a surge in
civil unrest in Sarajevo as the investigation
into the tram accident continues to yield
"missing" evidence. In the UK, the charging
decision regarding Andrew Mountbatten-
Windsor will either validate or destroy public
trust in the Met Police. The US will likely en-
ter a period of inflationary correction or sup-
ply chain confusion as the global tariffs are
abruptly dismantled. (Source, Source, Source)
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Medium Term (1-6 Months): The formation
of a new Sarajevo Cantonal government will
be a litmus test for the "Trojka" coalition's
survival ahead of general elections. Ukraine
faces a potential "total blackout" if Hungary
and Slovakia fulfill their electricity cut
threats. The US "Board of Peace" will likely
clash with UN agencies over the control of the
$17 billion Gaza reconstruction fund. (Source,
Source, Source)

Long Term (1-5 Years): The legal prece-
dents set by the US Supreme Court on execu-
tive trade powers will likely curtail future
"emergency" economic statecraft. In the
Balkans, the current youth-led movement
could either evolve into a trans-ethnic political
party or, if suppressed, accelerate the already
critical brain drain of educated professionals
to Western Europe. (Source, Source)

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Security: Urgent mediation is needed be-
tween Ukraine, Hungary, and Slovakia to
decouple Russian oil transit from regional
electricity stability to prevent a humanitari-
an catastrophe in Kyiv. (Source)

* Diplomatic: The US-led "Board of Peace"
should be monitored for its potential to per-
manently undermine the UN’s role in con-
flict resolution, creating a "pay-to-play"
model for international reconstruction.
(Source)

* Humanitarian: UNHCR requires an imme-
diate funding bridge of at least $300 million
to address the gap in Ukraine emergency
assistance before the end of the current fis-
cal year. (Source)

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Regulatory Compliance: Companies that
paid Trump-era tariffs should immediately
audit their financial records and consult le-
gal counsel regarding potential rebate
claims following the Supreme Court ruling.
(Source, Source)

* Supply Chain Risk: Avoid infrastructure
projects in the Western Balkans involving
"shelf companies" or firms with less than
five years of proven experience in critical
safety components, as audits are imminent.
(Source, Source)

* Investment Opportunity: Norway’'s CCS
project and Greece’s "Zero Waste" island
model (Tilos) provide scalable blueprints
for ESG-focused investment in environmen-
tal infrastructure. (Source, Source)

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest ex-
periment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the Inter-
net Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine yester-
day's coverage from each television news
channel to tease out the overarching themes
and trends of its news coverage into a richly
annotated thematic analysis. Each high-level
insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
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and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify rel-
evant stories and coverage they might not oth-
erwise have encountered and uncover connec-
tions, emphases and narrative shifts that en-
able more comprehensive reporting and deep-
er, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated us-
ing Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet Ar-
chive's TV News Archive at https://ar-
hive.or ils/tv.
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