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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The strategic landscape on February 20, 2026,

is defined by a decisive shift in the Ukrainian

theater and a perilous escalation in the Per‐

sian Gulf. Russian military authorities have of‐

ficially claimed the seizure of the strategic ini‐

tiative, citing over 1.5 million Ukrainian casu‐

alties  since the start  of  the Special  Military

Operation and the liberation of 42 settlements

in early 2026 alone. This military momentum

is converging with a profound political crisis

in Kyiv, where former Commander-in-Chief Va‐

lerii Zaluzhny has launched a scathing public

offensive against President Zelensky, accusing

him of failing to prepare for war and misman‐

aging resources. Simultaneously, international

focus has shifted to Washington and the Mid‐

dle East, as Donald Trump has issued a 15-day

ultimatum  to  Tehran  to  conclude  a  nuclear

deal or face "limited" military strikes, a move

that has already fractured the Anglo-American

alliance as London denies the use of its bases

for such an operation.

Domestically, Russia is projecting a narrative

of resilient state capacity, successfully manag‐

ing the aftermath of "Cyclone Valli"—the heav‐

iest snowstorm in 50 years—while launching

high-tech  industrial  milestones  like  the

UMO-5 electric vehicle. In contrast, the West‐

ern "ruling class" is portrayed as morally and

politically  bankrupt,  exemplified  by  the  un‐

precedented  arrest  of  Prince  Andrew in  the

UK and the surfacing of disturbing new evi‐

dence  linked  to  the  Epstein  files.  The  day’s

events suggest a world transitioning from the

post-WWII  multilateral  order  toward  a

"Trumpian"  transactional  era,  where  Euro‐

pean states are frantically seeking "strategic

autonomy"  as  the  US  security  umbrella  be‐

comes conditional and unpredictable.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Russian  Military  Dominance  and

Ukrainian Collapse: The Russian General

Staff reports that tactical positions have im‐

proved across all sectors, specifically citing

the liberation of Krinichnoye, which opens

a  path  toward  Zaporozhye.  (Source, 

Source, Source) 

Total Ukrainian losses are estimated by

Russia  at  1.5  million  personnel,  with

500,000  lost  in  2025  alone.  (Source, 

Source)

Internal  Ukrainian strife  has reached a

breaking  point;  Zaluzhny  has  accused

Zelensky  of  ignoring  intelligence  warn‐

ings  and  "bro  бросать"  (throwing)  sol‐

diers  into  "meat"  assaults.  (Source, 

Source, Source)

High-precision  Iskander  strikes  in

Chernihiv destroyed over 90 long-range

drones  intended  for  strikes  on  Russian

territory. (Source, Source)

Trump’s  Iranian  Brinkmanship: The

White House has signaled a potential mili‐

tary  strike  on  Iran  as  early  as  Saturday,

February 21, if a nuclear agreement is not

reached. (Source, Source, Source) 

The  US  has  deployed  the  carrier  USS

Gerald  Ford  and a  Tomahawk-equipped

submarine to the Persian Gulf. (Source, 

Source)

The UK has formally refused the US re‐

quest to use British bases in Cyprus and

Diego Garcia for strikes, citing potential

violations  of  international  law.  (Source, 

Source)

Iran has responded with military exercis‐

es in the Arabian Sea and a 3-day win‐

dow to present its own draft agreement.

(Source)

The  Fragmentation  of  the  European

Union: Poland  and  the  Czech  Republic

have  begun  a  formal  "cooling"  toward

Ukrainian refugees, citing economic strain

and  social  friction.  (Source,  Source, 

Source) 

Poland  has  canceled  free  housing  and

medical care for approximately one mil‐

lion  Ukrainian  migrants.  (Source, 

Source)

Germany  is  preparing  legislation  to

grant  the  BND  (foreign  intelligence)

powers for "sabotage operations," signal‐

ing a move toward a more aggressive, in‐

dependent  security  posture.  (Source, 

Source)

Hungary's Viktor Orban has publicly ac‐

cused Kyiv of "energy blackmail" regard‐

ing  the  Druzhba  pipeline.  (Source, 

Source, Source)

Western  Moral  Crisis:  The  Epstein/

Prince  Andrew  Fallout: The  arrest  of

Prince Andrew on his 66th birthday has be‐

come a focal point for narratives regarding

the  corruption  of  the  Western  elite.

(Source, Source, Source) 

Newly released photos depict the former

Prince  in  highly  inappropriate  settings

with children and "breast-shaped" toys in

2011. (Source, Source)

A list of 300 names associated with Jef‐

frey  Epstein,  including  Bill  Gates,  Elon

Musk,  and Mark Zuckerberg,  has  been

submitted to Congress. (Source, Source)

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitics: The  "Council  of  Peace"  in

Washington, attended by 60 nations but no‐

tably missing Russia and China, is viewed

by analysts as a "Trumpian" attempt to by‐

pass the UN. (Source, Source)

• 

◦ 

◦ 

◦ 

• 

◦ 

◦ 

◦ 

• 

◦ 

◦ 

◦ 

• 

◦ 

◦ 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260220_000000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260220_020000_Utro_Rossii
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260220_110000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260220_060000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260220_133000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260220_090000_60_minut
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260220_150000_60_minut
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260220_170000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260220_020000_Utro_Rossii
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260220_133000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260220_020000_Utro_Rossii
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260220_150000_60_minut
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260220_170000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260220_150000_60_minut
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260220_170000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260220_150000_60_minut
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260220_170000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260220_170000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260220_020000_Utro_Rossii
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260220_110000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260220_133000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260220_020000_Utro_Rossii
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260220_133000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260220_090000_60_minut
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260220_150000_60_minut
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260220_060000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260220_110000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260220_170000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260220_020000_Utro_Rossii
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260220_150000_60_minut
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260220_170000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260220_150000_60_minut
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260220_170000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260220_150000_60_minut
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260220_170000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260220_090000_60_minut
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260220_150000_60_minut


Domestic Stability & Social Order: The

FSB  neutralized  an  agent  of  the  "Kyiv

regime" in Stavropol who was planning to

bomb a memorial on February 23 (Defender

of  the  Fatherland  Day).  (Source,  Source, 

Source)

State Capacity: Moscow city services de‐

ployed  over  15,000  units  of  specialized

equipment  to  manage  "Cyclone  Valli,"

which dumped a month’s worth of snow in

24 hours. (Source, Source, Source)

Economic  Statecraft: The  US  Supreme

Court  struck  down Donald  Trump’s  wide‐

spread import tariffs, ruling that such pow‐

er belongs solely to Congress. This creates

a projected $150 billion liability for the US

budget. (Source)

AI & Critical Infrastructure: Moscow is

piloting  "super-fast"  charging  stations  for

electric buses and using AI to analyze over

10 million medical  images across 75 Rus‐

sian regions. (Source, Source, Source)

Terrorism & Cults: A  crackdown on the

"Czarist  Empire"  sect  (founded by a four-

time  convicted  felon)  revealed  a  network

spanning 15 regions that used psychologi‐

cal  manipulation  to  isolate  children  and

seize property. (Source, Source, Source)

LEGISLATION/POLICY

The  day  saw  a  flurry  of  legislative  shifts

across Europe and the US, largely focused on

rescinding  previous  support  mechanisms  for

Ukraine  or  restructuring  national  security

laws  to  adapt  to  a  shifting  transatlantic  al‐

liance.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Polish Migrant Law: A new law effec‐

tively  ending the "unconditional"  status

of Ukrainian refugees, requiring them to

obtain formal residence permits and pay

for  their  own  housing  and  healthcare.

(Source, Source)

German  Intelligence  Reform: Pro‐

posed legislation to expand BND powers

to  include offensive  sabotage and clan‐

destine  operations,  modeled  on

"pre-1945" efficiency. (Source, Source)

Czech  Foreign  Residency  Act: Draft

legislation to tighten stay requirements

for foreigners in response to public com‐

plaints  about  "too  much  Ukrainian

speech"  in  the  labor  market.  (Source, 

Source)

Russian IT Tax Exemptions: The "New

People"  party  achieved  an  extension  of

tax  benefits  for  IT  companies  through

2026 to ensure technological sovereign‐

ty. (Source)

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Putin’s  Security  Council: An  opera‐

tional  meeting  discussing  the  Geneva

peace negotiations and the "efficiency of

applied  research"  for  national  defense.

(Source, Source)

Epstein  Committee  Hearing: A  five-

hour  Congressional  testimony  by  Les

Wexner regarding his ties to Jeffrey Ep‐

stein  and  the  trafficking  of  "Ukrainian

models." (Source, Source)

Orban  Press  Conference  (Washing‐

ton): The Hungarian PM called for a di‐

rect EU-Russia dialogue and denounced

the sabotage of  the Nord Stream pipe‐

lines. (Source, Source)
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Weaponization of  History: Russian

state  media  is  heavily  emphasizing  the

"120th  anniversary  of  Russian  parliamen‐

tarianism"  and  the  "revised  history  text‐

books"  to  frame the  current  conflict  as  a

continuation of the 1945 victory. Converse‐

ly,  Western  leaders  are  characterized  as

"revisionists" and "traitors to history," par‐

ticularly the Polish leadership attempting to

equate  the  USSR  with  the  Third  Reich.

(Source, Source, Source)

The "Zaluzhny Maneuver": A clear narra‐

tive trend is the promotion of General Za‐

luzhny as a viable "military party" alterna‐

tive to Zelensky. Reports detail an alleged

2022 SBU assassination attempt on Zaluzh‐

ny in a Kyiv "strip club" turned command

post, implying that Western (British) intelli‐

gence saved him to serve as a future politi‐

cal asset. (Source, Source, Source)

Technological  Sovereignty  vs.  Global

Integration: Russia is highlighting its suc‐

cess in creating autonomous systems—from

"underground bakeries"  using drone-deliv‐

ered bread to "UMO-5" electric  cars with

"Alice" AI—while characterizing the US as

a state using "UFO disclosures" to distract

from the $150 billion failure of Trump’s tar‐

iff policy. (Source, Source, Source)

Energy Warfare & Peripheral Alliances:

The diplomatic pivot of Madagascar toward

Moscow  and  the  fuel  crisis  in  Cuba  are

used to illustrate the failure of US "energy

blockades" and the growing appeal of Rus‐

sia as a "reliable, non-colonial partner" for

the Global South. (Source, Source, Source)

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): 

Persian Gulf: High probability of a "the‐

atrical" US strike on Iranian proxy or pe‐

ripheral  targets  to  bolster  Trump's  do‐

mestic  "tough  guy"  image  after  the

Supreme  Court  tariff  defeat.  (Source, 

Source)

Ukraine: Intensification of the "Zaluzh‐

ny-Zelensky"  power  struggle,  possibly

leading to a state of  emergency or the

formal cancellation of summer elections

by Zelensky. (Source, Source)

Medium Term (1-6 Months): 

European Autonomy: Continued diver‐

gence between the "Five" (E5) and the

US. Germany and France will  likely ac‐

celerate  joint  military  procurement,  ig‐

noring  US  warnings  of  a  "major  mis‐

take." (Source, Source)

Donbas  Theater: Russian  forces  are

likely to initiate the "main battle of the

year"  for  Slavyansk and Kramatorsk as

Ukrainian  manpower  shortages  become

critical. (Source, Source)

Long Term (1-5 Years): 

Global  Governance: The  UN’s  irrele‐

vance will solidify if Trump’s "Council of

Peace" or a similar alternative becomes

the primary forum for  regional  "deals,"

leading to  a  purely  transactional  world

order. (Source)

UK  Monarchy: The  Prince  Andrew

scandal may serve as the catalyst for a

fundamental  "republican"  shift  or  a  se‐

vere  downsizing  of  the  British  Royal

Family's public role. (Source, Source)
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RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

Security: Prepare for a Middle Eastern

theater where traditional alliances (US-

UK) are no longer synchronized. Unilat‐

eral  US  action  is  the  new  baseline.

(Source, Source)

Diplomatic: Shift focus from the UN to

"leader-to-leader"  summitry.  Indirect

channels via neutral parties like Switzer‐

land remain the only viable peace-track

for Ukraine. (Source)

Social: Monitor the "refugee fatigue" in

Eastern Europe as a primary driver of fu‐

ture EU instability. (Source, Source)

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Supply  Chains: Anticipate  significant

disruption in Persian Gulf shipping if the

15-day ultimatum expires without a deal.

Tanker insurance rates are expected to

skyrocket. (Source)

Regulatory: In  the  US,  the  Supreme

Court  tariff  ruling  provides  temporary

relief for importers, but expect "Plan B"

executive  orders  that  may use  national

security  justifications  to  re-implement

barriers. (Source)

Investment Opportunities: Russian in‐

dustrial sectors (EVs, AI diagnostics) are

receiving sustained state  support;  how‐

ever,  geopolitical  risk  remains  absolute

for  any  cross-border  engagement.

(Source, Source)

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest ex‐

periment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the Inter‐

net  Archive's  TV  News  Archive,  we  apply

Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine yester‐

day's  coverage  from  each  television  news

channel to tease out the overarching themes

and trends of its news coverage into a richly

annotated thematic  analysis.  Each high-level

insight  is  connected  back  to  the  original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage, this analysis helps them identify rel‐

evant stories and coverage they might not oth‐

erwise have encountered and uncover connec‐

tions, emphases and narrative shifts that en‐

able more comprehensive reporting and deep‐

er, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated us‐

ing  Gemini  3  and  may  include  errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet  Ar‐

chive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://ar‐

chive.org/details/tv.

• 

◦ 

◦ 

◦ 

• 

◦ 

◦ 

◦ 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T
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