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THE POLISH STATE FACES

SYSTEMIC PARALYSIS AMID

PRESIDENTIAL VETOES AND AN

IMMINENT GLOBAL SECURITY

CRISIS IN IRAN

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 20, 2026, marks a day of profound

institutional friction in Poland, as the domes‐

tic  "cohabitation"  between  President  Karol

Nawrocki and the government of Prime Minis‐

ter Donald Tusk reaches a breaking point. The

President’s double veto of the National Coun‐

cil of the Judiciary (KRS) reform and the "Ac‐

tive  Farmer"  bill  has  effectively  stalled  the

government’s  efforts  to  "restore  the  rule  of

law" and redirect agricultural subsidies. In a

retaliatory move, Speaker of the Sejm Włodz‐

imierz  Czarzasty  sent  the  President’s  own

counter-proposal  to  the  Venice  Commission,

labeling  it  a  "legal  dud"  that  would  impose

draconian  prison  sentences  on  judges.  This

domestic  deadlock  is  occurring  precisely  as

the  national  security  environment  deterio‐

rates, with Poland officially withdrawing from

the Ottawa Convention to resume the produc‐

tion  of  anti-personnel  mines—a move driven

by the escalating threat from the Russian Fed‐

eration  and  the  "Shield  East"  initiative

(Source, Source, Source, Source).

On the international stage, the "Trump Effect"

is  the  dominant  variable.  While  the  newly

formed Trump Peace Council inaugurated its

operations in Washington, focusing on a devel‐

oper-centric  reconstruction  of  Gaza  without

Palestinian  representation,  the  President  of

the United States has simultaneously issued a

10-to-15-day ultimatum to Iran. The potential

for a "hot conflict" is being treated as highly

probable by Polish analysts, as the US military

achieves its highest concentration of force in

the region since the 2003 invasion of Iraq. Do‐

mestically, the government is leveraging this

instability  to  push  for  the  "SAFE"  (Security

Action for Europe's Defense) program, an €44

billion loan that the opposition labels a "toxic"

debt trap under German control, further deep‐

ening the polarization of the Polish electorate

(Source, Source, Source, Source).

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Judicial  Reform  Stalemate  and  Presi‐

dential  "Veto-Mania": President  Karol

Nawrocki  vetoed  the  amendment  to  the

KRS,  which  intended  to  allow  judges  to

elect their own members rather than have

them  appointed  by  parliament.  Nawrocki

argued the law would create "chaos"  and

podważanie (undermining) thousands of ex‐

isting sentences.  In response,  the govern‐

ment  has  launched  "Plan  B"—grassroots

elections within the judiciary to bypass the

veto, while the President has threatened a

national  referendum  (Source,  Source, 

Source, Source). 
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Imminent US-Iran Conflict and Region‐

al  Destabilization: Donald  Trump  has

warned  that  "bad  things"  will  happen  to

Iran if a nuclear deal is not reached within

15 days. The US has deployed two carrier

strike  groups  (USS  Abraham Lincoln  and

USS Gerald Ford) and a record number of

aircraft to the Persian Gulf. Poland has offi‐

cially advised all citizens to evacuate Iran

immediately  (Source,  Source,  Source, 

Source, Source). 

Poland’s Strategic Pivot to Landmines

(Ottawa  Convention  Withdrawal):

Poland  has  officially  left  the  Ottawa Con‐

vention, allowing for the legal production,

storage,  and  export  of  anti-personnel

mines.  This  is  a  critical  component  of

"Shield East," with the government claim‐

ing the ability to mine the eastern border

within 48 hours in the event of  an active

Russian  aggression  (Source,  Source, 

Source, Source). 

Modern  Slavery  Ring  Dismantled: The

Polish Border Guard broke up an interna‐

tional  human  trafficking  syndicate  that

forced  approximately  2,000  citizens  from

Latin  America  (primarily  Colombia)  into

"modern  slavery"  in  Poland.  The  group

laundered millions through front companies

while  forcing  victims  to  work  in  sub-zero

temperatures  for  negligible  pay  (Source, 

Source, Source, Source, Source). 

Trump Tariffs Declared Illegal: The US

Supreme  Court  ruled  6-3  that  Donald

Trump exceeded his authority by imposing

broad  tariffs  without  Congressional  ap‐

proval. Trump responded with a combative

press conference, calling the judges "unpa‐

triotic  fools"  and  vowing  to  implement  a

10%  global  tariff  via  executive  order

(Source, Source, Source). 

The Arrest of Prince Andrew: In  a  his‐

toric  move,  the  former  Duke of  York  was

questioned  for  11  hours  and  arrested  by

British police for "abuse of public office" re‐

lated to his ties with Jeffrey Epstein. He is

the first member of the Royal Family to be

held  in  such  a  manner  in  350  years

(Source, Source, Source, Source, Source). 

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitics: Poland  is  integrating  more

deeply  into  the  "E5"  group  (Poland,  UK,

France, Germany, Italy) to coordinate Euro‐

pean  defense  autonomous  of  shifting  US

policy. Concurrently, the Trump administra‐

tion's  attempt  to  replace  the  UN  with  a

"Peace Council" is seen by the Vatican and

major EU powers as an illegitimate privati‐

zation  of  diplomacy  (Source,  Source, 

Source, Source). 

Domestic  Stability: The  Polish  govern‐

ment has initiated a "Lead Children" inves‐

tigation into historical 1970s lead poisoning

in Katowice to address long-standing griev‐

ances, while modern-day internal PiS poli‐

tics are consumed by a "casting" for a shad‐

ow Prime Minister to replace the fading in‐

fluence  of  Jarosław  Kaczyński  (Source, 

Source, Source, Source). 

Economic  Statecraft: The  controversy

over  the  SAFE  loan  program  centers  on

"conditionality"—the PiS opposition claims

the EU will use the 180 billion PLN loan to

force  ideological  shifts  (e.g.,  56 genders),

whereas the government argues the 3% in‐

terest  rate  is  a  "patriotic"  bargain  com‐

pared to 7% Korean loans (Source, Source, 

Source, Source). 
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Legislation: 

KRS Amendment  (Vetoed): Aimed  at

democratizing the election of  judges to

the  National  Council  of  the  Judiciary

(Source, Source).

Active Farmer Act (Vetoed): Aimed at

ensuring subsidies go to working farm‐

ers  rather  than  urban  landowners

(Source, Source).

Restoring  the  Right  to  Court  Bill

(Proposed): Nawrocki's  proposal  to

punish sędziowie (judges) who question

his appointments (Source, Source).

SAFE Program Authorization (Pend‐

ing): Legislation to allow the take-up of

the  massive  EU  defense  loan  (Source, 

Source).

EPBD (Energy Performance of Build‐

ings Directive): Upcoming EU law re‐

quiring solar panels and fossil fuel heat‐

ing  bans,  which  the  opposition  claims

will cost Poland 2 trillion PLN (Source).

Succession  and  Stability: Jarosław

Kaczyński  has  reportedly  chosen  a  candi‐

date for Prime Minister but refuses to name

them, sparking a "hare-and-hounds" chase

among  PiS  elites  like  Tobiasz  Bocheński

and Przemysław Czarnek (Source, Source, 

Source). 

LEGISLATION/POLICY

Governance in Poland is currently a battle of

vetoes  and  procedural  bypasses.  The  Presi‐

dent has leveraged his veto power 27 times, a

near-record, focusing on blocking the govern‐

ment's  attempts  to  dismantle  the  judicial

framework  established  by  Law  and  Justice

(PiS). Outside of Poland, the US executive is

facing its own legislative and judicial limits re‐

garding trade policy.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

KRS Reform Bill: Proposed to return the

selection of 15 judge-members of the KRS

to  the  judges  themselves.  Vetoed  by

Nawrocki on grounds of unconstitutionality

and  risk  to  sentence  stability  (Source, 

Source). 

Active  Farmer  Bill: Targeted  "Marsza‐

łkowska farmers" (absentee landowners) to

ensure subsidies only reach active produc‐

ers.  Vetoed  by  Nawrocki  who  claimed  it

hurt  small  family  farms  (Source,  Source, 

Source). 

Nawrocki’s  Judicial  Counter-Bill: In‐

cludes penalties up to 10 years in prison for

judges who refuse to sit with "Neo-judges."

Sent to the Venice Commission for review

(Source, Source). 

SAFE Defense  Program Bill: An  autho‐

rization for a 180 billion PLN loan from the

EU for defense. Debated in the Senate; in‐

cludes  safeguards  against  currency  risk

and  anti-corruption  oversight  (Source, 

Source, Source). 

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

E5  Defense  Ministers  Summit

(Krakow): Ministers  from  Poland,  UK,

France, Germany, and Italy met to confirm

unity  and  common  drone  production

(Source, Source, Source). 

Trump Tariff Press Conference: Follow‐

ing  the  Supreme  Court  loss,  Trump  an‐

nounced he would use "alternatives" to by‐

pass  Congress  and  collect  trade  fees

(Source, Source). 
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Sebastian  M.  Trial  Hearing: Emotional

testimony  from  the  families  of  victims  of

the A1 highway crash; defense is attempt‐

ing to use forensic technicalities to argue

victims  died  of  fire,  not  impact  (Source, 

Source, Source). 

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Weaponization  of  the  Veto  and  the

"Plan B" Doctrine: The Polish political sys‐

tem has shifted from cohabitation to a state of

total  administrative  obstruction.  President

Nawrocki’s use of the veto is no longer selec‐

tive;  it  is  systemic.  The  government’s  re‐

sponse—launching  "Plan  B"  (informal  elec‐

tions and Sejm resolutions)—suggests a move

toward  "extra-legislative"  governance.  This

creates a dangerous precedent where the for‐

mal  legislative  process  is  bypassed  by  both

sides, potentially leading to a dual legal reali‐

ty  where  the  legitimacy  of  every  judge  and

civil servant is contingent on which executive

branch  they  recognize  (Source,  Source, 

Source, Source).

Conventional Deterrence and the Death of

Liberal  Internationalism: The  withdrawal

from the Ottawa Convention is a symbolic and

practical death knell for the post-Cold War lib‐

eral order in Eastern Europe. Poland is priori‐

tizing physical barrier defenses (Shield East)

and  "brute"  deterrence  over  international

treaty  obligations.  This  mirrors  the US shift

toward  "private  diplomacy"  under  Trump’s

Peace  Council,  which  prioritizes  real  estate

and sports (FIFA) over traditional UN-led mul‐

ti-lateralism. The transition from "Smart De‐

fense"  to  "Hard  Defense"  (mines,  drone

swarms,  5% GDP spending) is  now the irre‐

versible regional consensus (Source,  Source, 

Source, Source, Source).

The  Emerging  "New  Slavery"  and  Eco‐

nomic  Vulnerability: The  discovery  of  a

2,000-person "modern slavery" ring indicates

a severe gap in state capacity.  While Poland

has transitioned into a major destination for

migrant  labor  from Latin  America  and Asia,

the regulatory and policing framework has not

kept  pace.  This  creates  a  shadow  economy

that not only harms victims but creates mas‐

sive money laundering opportunities (7.5 mil‐

lion PLN seized in one raid) that can fund oth‐

er  criminal  or  extremist  activities  (Source, 

Source, Source, Source).

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect  extreme

volatility in energy and oil markets as the 15-

day US-Iran deadline approaches. Poland will

likely  see  a  surge in  judges  participating in

"Plan B" elections, followed by immediate dis‐

ciplinary  actions  or  "jail  time"  threats  from

the Presidential office. A "Gołoleć" (glaze ice)

weather  "armageddon"  predicted  for  the

weekend  will  likely  cause  severe  infrastruc‐

ture  disruptions  across  central  Poland

(Source, Source, Source, Source).

Medium Term (1-6  Months): Internal  PiS

power struggles will  intensify as Kaczyński’s

"Prime Minister candidate" is revealed, poten‐

tially  leading to a splintering of  the party if

the  Morawiecki  or  Sasin  factions  feel

marginalized.  The  SAFE  program  will  likely

pass  the  Sejm,  but  face  a  Presidential  veto,

leading to a constitutional crisis over defense

funding  during  a  period  of  potential  Middle

East war (Source, Source).

Long Term (1-5 Years): Poland's withdrawal

from the Ottawa Convention and the buildup

of the "Shield East" will lead to a heavily mili‐

tarized and mined border zone, changing the

ecological and social landscape of the frontier.
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The  "Port  Polska"  project,  funded  by  new

credit  lines,  will  either  become  the  central

hub of a resurgent Polish economy or a mas‐

sive  "white  elephant"  if  European  air  travel

patterns  shift  due  to  climate  regulations

(Source, Source, Source).

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

Security: NATO and EU partners must pre‐

pare  for  a  "fragmented"  Polish  legal  sys‐

tem.  Contracts  and  military  agreements

signed with the government may be chal‐

lenged by the President’s office as "illegal"

(Source, Source).

Diplomatic: The withdrawal from the Ot‐

tawa Convention by Poland and the Baltics

signals a need for a new European conven‐

tional  arms  control  framework  that  ac‐

counts  for  the  "Russian  reality"  (Source, 

Source).

Economic: Be prepared for US executive

bypasses  of  Supreme  Court  rulings  on

trade. Trump's "License" strategy suggests

he will find new ways to extract fees from

foreign companies regardless of court rul‐

ings (Source, Source).

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Regulatory  Risk: Companies  employing

foreign labor in Poland must conduct deep-

dive audits of their recruitment agencies to

avoid entanglement in "modern slavery" in‐

vestigations,  which  are  becoming  a  high-

priority  for  the  Border  Guard  (Source, 

Source).

Supply Chain: The 3.3 billion PLN invest‐

ment  in  Chopin  Airport  and  Port  Polska

suggests  significant  opportunities  in  con‐

struction, aviation tech, and logistics infra‐

structure, but these are high-risk due to po‐

litical polarization (Source).

Legal Stability: Avoid using Polish courts

for  major  international  disputes  until  the

KRS/Judicial crisis is resolved, as the "Plan

B" judges may have their rulings contested

by future administrations (Source, Source).

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest ex‐

periment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the Inter‐

net  Archive's  TV  News  Archive,  we  apply

Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine yester‐

day's  coverage  from  each  television  news

channel to tease out the overarching themes

and trends of its news coverage into a richly

annotated thematic  analysis.  Each high-level

insight  is  connected  back  to  the  original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage, this analysis helps them identify rel‐

evant stories and coverage they might not oth‐

erwise have encountered and uncover connec‐
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tions, emphases and narrative shifts that en‐

able more comprehensive reporting and deep‐

er, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated us‐

ing  Gemini  3  and  may  include  errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet  Ar‐

chive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://ar‐

chive.org/details/tv.
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