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GLOBAL GEOPOLITICAL FLUX:

TRUMP’S TARIFF DEFIANCE,

UKRAINIAN INTERNAL FRACTURES,

AND ENERGY SHANTALGE DEFINE

THE FOURTH ANNIVERSARY OF

THE FULL-SCALE INVASION

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The reporting for February 21, 2026, reveals a

global  landscape caught  in  a  volatile  transi‐

tion,  characterized  by  the  defiance  of  the

Trump administration  against  domestic  judi‐

cial  constraints and an increasingly complex

web  of  internal  and  external  pressures  on

Ukraine. On the eve of the fourth anniversary

of the 2022 invasion, Ukraine faces a dual cri‐

sis: a deepening public rift between President

Volodymyr Zelensky and former Commander-

in-Chief  Valerii  Zaluzhny,  and  a  coordinated

energy ultimatum from Hungary and Slovakia.

While  Ukrainian  forces  have  secured  a

morale-boosting tactical victory by liberating

approximately  300  square  kilometers  in  the

Zaporizhzhia and Donetsk border regions, the

strategic narrative is  increasingly dominated

by trilateral negotiations in Geneva involving

the US, Russia, and Ukraine. Analysts remain

skeptical  of  these  talks,  viewing  them  as  a

"performance"  for  President  Trump  rather

than a  substantive  path to  peace,  as  Russia

continues to use diplomacy as an instrument

of attritional warfare.

Simultaneously, the United States has entered

a constitutional  and economic crisis.  Follow‐

ing  a  landmark  Supreme  Court  ruling  that

struck down the Trump administration's uni‐

lateral global tariffs as a violation of Congres‐

sional authority, the President immediately by‐

passed the court using alternative legal mech‐

anisms to impose a temporary 10% global tar‐

iff. This move has triggered fears of a world‐

wide trade war and heightened global instabil‐

ity. In the Middle East, the administration is

leveraging the threat of limited strikes on Ira‐

nian nuclear facilities to force a deal, a move

some  observers  interpret  as  a  maneuver  to

distract from domestic scandals, including the

ongoing  fallout  from  the  "Epstein  files."

Amidst this turbulence, Japan has undergone

a historic political shift with Sanae Takaichi’s

Liberal Democratic Party securing a constitu‐

tional majority, signaling a definitive move to‐

ward  remilitarization  and  a  more  assertive

role in the Pacific, albeit still tethered to the

US alliance.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

US  Supreme  Court  Overrules  Trump

Tariffs; President Escalates Trade War 

The  US  Supreme  Court  ruled  6-3  that

President Trump exceeded his authority

by imposing unilateral tariffs under the

guise of national emergency laws, mark‐

ing a rare judicial defeat for the adminis‐

tration (Source, Source). 

In defiance, Trump signed an executive

order for a new 10% global tariff on all

imports, effective February 24, for a du‐

ration of 150 days, bypassing the imme‐

diate ruling (Source, Source).

Market  reactions were immediate,  with

stock indices rising upon the court’s de‐

cision but stalling as the new tariff was

announced (Source, Source).

The Zaluzhny Rift: Former Commander

Criticizes Zelensky 

In a series of interviews with Associated

Press and The Guardian, Ambassador Va‐

lerii Zaluzhny claimed the 2023 counter-

offensive failed because political leader‐

ship dispersed resources against military

advice (Source, Source).

Zaluzhny  revealed  a  September  2022

SBU raid on his headquarters as an "act

of  intimidation"  and  detailed  his  direct

confrontation  with  Andriy  Yermak  over

the incident (Source, Source).

Analysts  suggest  this  public  break  sig‐

nals  Zaluzhny’s  entry  into  the  political

sphere, potentially as a challenger to Ze‐

lensky  in  future  elections  (Source, 

Source).

Energy  Blackmail:  Hungary  and  Slo‐

vakia Threaten Ukraine 

Prime Ministers Viktor Orban and Robert

Fico issued an ultimatum to Kyiv: restore

the transit of Russian oil via the "Druzh‐

ba" pipeline by Monday, February 23, or

face  a  complete  cutoff  of  emergency

electricity supplies (Source, Source).

Transit was halted due to Russian strikes

on  infrastructure  near  Brody;  Orban

claims there are no technical reasons for

the stoppage and links it to EU aid block‐

ades (Source, Source, Source).

Geneva  Trilateral  Talks:  Progress

Claimed Amid Skepticism 

Third  round  of  talks  between  the  US,

Ukraine,  and  Russia  in  Geneva  ended

with  the  White  House  claiming  "real

progress," particularly on military moni‐

toring and ceasefire mechanics (Source, 

Source).

Substantial  political  disagreements  re‐

main regarding territorial control of the

Donbas,  with  Russia  demanding  full

withdrawal  of  Ukrainian  troops  from

Donetsk (Source, Source).

Critics argue the talks are a tactical ma‐

neuver  by  Russia  to  stall  for  time  and

prevent  the  US  from  providing  long-

range weapons (Source, Source).

Operation  Enigma  2.0:  Assassination

Plot Busted 

Ukrainian and Moldovan authorities dis‐

mantled a Russian-backed hit squad tar‐

geting high-profile figures, including mil‐

itary officials and journalists (Source).

Ten  individuals  were  arrested  across

both countries; targets allegedly includ‐

ed GUR representative Andriy Yusov and

journalist Dmitry Gordon (Source).
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Japan Election: Constitutional Majority

for Sanae Takaichi 

The Liberal Democratic Party won 316 of

465  seats,  granting  PM  Takaichi  the

power to bypass the upper house and po‐

tentially  revise  the  pacifist  constitution

(Source, Source).

Her platform emphasizes aggressive fis‐

cal policy, remilitarization, and a staunch

pro-Taiwan stance (Source, Source).

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

International Relations & Geopolitics 

The "Council of Peace" (Radu Miru) es‐

tablished by Trump is being dismissed by

some as a "Middle Eastern MAF" (small

architectural form)—a personal fund for

Trump  to  manage  reconstruction  con‐

tracts in Gaza without international over‐

sight (Source, Source).

The EU is increasingly seeking "strategic

autonomy" from the US, with France and

Germany discussing a "European Nucle‐

ar Shield" to compensate for erratic US

leadership (Source, Source).

Domestic  Stability  &  Social  Order

(Ukraine) 

Internal polling indicates Zaluzhny main‐

tains a 72% trust rating, compared to Ze‐

lensky's  62%, fueling tensions as "elec‐

tion talk" intensifies despite the ongoing

war (Source, Source).

Kyiv continues to grapple with localized

heating  crises  in  the  Dniprovsky  and

Darnitsky  districts  following  Russian

strikes on energy hubs (Source, Source).

Economic Statecraft 

The National Bank of Ukraine (NBU) is

intentionally  weakening  the  hryvnia  to

maximize the value of dollar-denominat‐

ed  macro-financial  aid  for  domestic  so‐

cial spending (Source, Source).

The EU’s 20th sanctions package targets

the Russian "shadow fleet" and banks us‐

ing cryptocurrency to bypass restrictions

(Source, Source).

Critical Infrastructure & Energy Secu‐

rity 

Russia’s  targeting of  the  Brody oil  sta‐

tion is  analyzed as a strategic move to

destabilize  Orban’s  political  rivals  in

Hungary by creating an energy shortage

(Source, Source).

Kyiv’s local government is under fire for

failing to provide backup power for criti‐

cal  bakeries  and  social  services  during

recent blackouts (Source, Source).

Corruption & Governance 

The "Midas Tapes" scandal has led to the

arrest  of  former  Energy  Minister  Ger‐

man  Galushchenko,  accused  of  misap‐

propriating  funds  meant  for  infrastruc‐

ture protection to pay for his children's

education  in  Switzerland  (Source, 

Source).

The High Council of Justice continues a

painful  "cleansing"  of  the  judiciary,  re‐

moving  judges  for  public  intoxication

and attempting to misappropriate prop‐

erty (Source).

LEGISLATION/POLICY

Legislation this week has been dominated by

Ukraine's efforts to harmonize its legal frame‐

work with EU standards while managing the

constraints  of  martial  law.  Significant  focus
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was placed on the 10 priority bills identified

by human rights coalitions as essential for EU

accession.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Draft Bill on Personal Data Protection:

Aims  to  implement  GDPR  standards  in

Ukraine;  faces opposition from businesses

wary of high fines (Source).

Draft  Bill  on Registered Partnerships:

Seeks to provide legal status for same-sex

and  other  couples;  currently  facing  resis‐

tance from religious groups and parliamen‐

tary leadership (Source).

Anti-Discrimination  Amendments: De‐

signed to expand protections for  veterans

and persons with disabilities; seen as a key

indicator of Ukraine's commitment to Euro‐

pean values (Source).

Trump Executive Order (Global Tariffs):

A 10% emergency tariff on all  imports  to

the US, utilizing "national  scale situation"

laws to bypass the Supreme Court (Source, 

Source).

Law  on  the  Legal  Regime  of  Martial

Law: Continues to be the primary legal bar‐

rier  to  holding  elections,  despite  external

trilateral pressure (Source).

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Trilateral Geneva Press Briefing: White

House Press Secretary Karoline Leavitt an‐

nounced  progress  in  talks,  emphasizing

Trump's desire to "stop the killing" and re‐

duce costs for US taxpayers (Source).

Zelensky-Morgan  Interview: President

Zelensky  challenged  partners  to  define  if

they  want  elections  or  his  removal,  while

expressing  readiness  for  a  two-month

ceasefire if agreed upon (Source, Source).

SBU  Statement  on  Operation  Enigma

2.0: Confirmed the neutralization of a Rus‐

sian-Moldovan cell planning high-value as‐

sassinations (Source).

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Weaponization  of  Transparency

and Scandals 

A significant trend is the emergence of

the  "Epstein  Files"  and  the  "Midas

Tapes" as primary tools of political war‐

fare. In the US, the Epstein documents

are being used to "stain" the entire polit‐

ical elite, allowing Trump to frame him‐

self as a victim of a "witch hunt" while si‐

multaneously threatening foreign strikes

to shift the media cycle (Source, Source).

In Ukraine, the Galushchenko arrest and

the Zaluzhny leaks indicate that histori‐

cal  and  corruption  records  are  being

weaponized to settle scores ahead of an

uncertain  political  future  (Source, 

Source). 

Attritional Diplomacy and "The Horse‐

shoe of Pressure" 

The Geneva talks represent a form of at‐

tritional diplomacy. Russia is not seeking

a  peace  deal  but  rather  a  diplomatic

shield to continue its slow, "snail-paced"

territorial advances while minimizing the

risk of an American long-range weapon

surge  (Source,  Source).  This  creates  a

"horseshoe" of pressure on Zelensky: the

US pushes for a deal  to claim a "win,"

Russia  demands  territorial  surrender,

and European "allies" like Hungary/Slo‐

vakia use energy threats to extract con‐

cessions (Source, Source).
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Roboticized  Warfare  and  the  "Kill

Zone" 

On the front lines, the nature of combat

has  shifted  toward  total  drone  domi‐

nance. The "Kill Zone" has expanded to

40km behind the lines, where everything

that  moves  is  targeted  by  FPV  drones

(Source, Source). This has forced Russia

to switch from "meat assaults" to "infil‐

tration" by small  groups on motorbikes

or  pack  animals  (Source,  Source).  This

evolution suggests that conventional ar‐

mored breakthroughs are becoming ob‐

solete in the Ukrainian theater (Source, 

Source).

The  End  of  US  Geopoliticial  Pre‐

dictability 

Trump’s "Discombobulator" rhetoric and

his open defiance of the Supreme Court

signal the end of the US as a predictable

guarantor  of  the  rules-based  order

(Source, Source).  The shifting of aid to

Taiwan to appease Xi Jinping suggests a

new  era  of  transactional  diplomacy

where allies  are  traded for  high-profile

summits (Source, Source).

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect  a  signifi‐

cant surge in Russian information operations

targeting the Zelensky-Zaluzhny rift to desta‐

bilize  domestic  Ukrainian  support  (Source, 

Source).  The  energy  ultimatum  from  Orban

and Fico will likely result in a temporary, EU-

brokered technical workaround for the Druzh‐

ba pipeline, but the political damage between

Kyiv  and  its  neighbors  will  persist  (Source, 

Source). Trump’s 10% tariff will lead to an im‐

mediate inflationary spike in the US and retal‐

iatory  "tit-for-tat"  measures  from China  and

potentially the EU (Source, Source).

Medium Term (1-6  Months): The  Geneva

talks  will  likely  "freeze"  into  a  semi-perma‐

nent format that lacks a final agreement but

serves  to  justify  the  absence  of  new  long-

range US aid (Source,  Source).  Japan under

Takaichi will begin the formal process of con‐

stitutional revision, fundamentally altering the

security  balance  in  East  Asia  (Source, 

Source). The outcome of the Hungarian elec‐

tions in April will be a critical pivot point; an

Orban  defeat  would  radically  simplify

Ukraine's EU accession path (Source, Source).

Long Term (1-5 Years): The "European Nu‐

clear Shield" initiative will likely gain traction

if Trump remains erratic, leading to a perma‐

nent  structural  split  in  the Western security

architecture  (Source,  Source).  Ukraine  will

emerge as a global hub for military technolo‐

gy export, particularly in drone and electronic

warfare, regardless of the war's final territori‐

al  outcome  (Source,  Source).  The  Russian

economy faces a systemic "breaking point" be‐

tween late 2026 and 2027 as oil revenues fail

to sustain current mobilization levels (Source, 

Source).

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Security: European nations must acceler‐

ate  the  development  of  an  independent

command  structure  and  military  supply

chain  to  hedge  against  a  US  withdrawal

from the conventional defense of the conti‐

nent (Source, Source).
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Economic: Global  trade  partners  should

prepare for a "fragmented" trade environ‐

ment,  seeking bilateral agreements rather

than  relying  on  multilateral  frameworks

like the WTO, which are currently being by‐

passed  by  US  executive  actions  (Source, 

Source).

Diplomatic: Ukraine  must  prioritize  the

"Europeanization" of its peace process, en‐

suring that  the EU has a primary seat  at

the  Geneva  table  to  counter-balance  the

US-Russia  transactionalism  (Source, 

Source).

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply Chain Risk: The new 10% US tar‐

iff and potential for a wider trade war ne‐

cessitate  an  immediate  audit  of  supply

chains,  with  a  focus  on diversifying away

from "high-tariff" blocs (Source, Source).

Energy  Volatility: The  weaponization  of

the  Druzhba  pipeline  highlights  the  ex‐

treme risk of land-based energy transit in

Eastern Europe;  investors  should  shift  fo‐

cus  toward  LNG and offshore  wind  infra‐

structure (Source, Source).

Regulatory Compliance: Companies oper‐

ating in Ukraine must prepare for more rig‐

orous enforcement of anti-corruption stan‐

dards  as  the  government  "cleanses"  its

ranks  to  maintain  EU  donor  confidence

(Source, Source).

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest ex‐

periment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the Inter‐

net  Archive's  TV  News  Archive,  we  apply

Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine yester‐

day's  coverage  from  each  television  news

channel to tease out the overarching themes

and trends of its news coverage into a richly

annotated thematic  analysis.  Each high-level

insight  is  connected  back  to  the  original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage, this analysis helps them identify rel‐

evant stories and coverage they might not oth‐

erwise have encountered and uncover connec‐

tions, emphases and narrative shifts that en‐

able more comprehensive reporting and deep‐

er, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated us‐

ing  Gemini  3  and  may  include  errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet  Ar‐

chive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://ar‐

chive.org/details/tv.
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