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SARAJEVO'S "SYSTEMIC ANARCHY"

TRIGGERS MASSIVE REGIONAL

UNREST WHILE THE TRUMP

ADMINISTRATION ESCALATES

GLOBAL TRADE AND MILITARY

BRINKMANSHIP.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 21, 2026, was defined by a profound

convergence  of  domestic  systemic  failure  in

the  Western  Balkans  and  volatile  executive

maneuvering in the United States. In Saraje‐

vo,  an estimated 6,000 protesters—primarily

students  and  high  schoolers—took  to  the

streets  in  the  largest  demonstration  yet  fol‐

lowing  a  fatal  tram accident.  The  discovery

that CCTV footage of the accident is non-exis‐

tent due to a maintenance failure dating back

to November 2025 has become a potent sym‐

bol of what activists call  "systemic anarchy."

This unrest has begun to cross ethnic and ad‐

ministrative  lines,  with  solidarity  protests  in

Zenica and Tuzla,  suggesting a  generational

rejection  of  the  "partitocracy"  that  has  gov‐

erned  Bosnia  and  Herzegovina  since  the

1990s. The resignation of the Sarajevo Canton

government has failed to appease the public,

who view it as a tactical maneuver rather than

a  move  toward  genuine  accountability

(Source, Source).

Simultaneously, the international order is fac‐

ing severe stress from a defiant U.S. adminis‐

tration. Following a landmark Supreme Court

ruling  that  struck  down  unilateral  tariffs,

President Donald Trump immediately escalat‐

ed  the  conflict  by  raising  global  tariff  rates

from 10% to 15% using alternative legal au‐

thorities.  This  economic  escalation  is  paired

with a hardening military stance toward Iran,

with Washington issuing a 10-to-15-day dead‐

line for a new nuclear deal before considering

limited military strikes. In Europe, the 4th an‐

niversary of the Russian invasion of Ukraine is

marked by dwindling hopes for a swift resolu‐

tion and emerging cracks in EU solidarity, as

Slovakia and Hungary threaten to cut off ener‐

gy  and  aid  over  pipeline  disputes  (Source, 

Source).

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Massive  Civil  Unrest  in  Sarajevo: Ap‐

proximately 6,000 citizens marched to de‐

mand justice for Erdogan Morankić, killed

in a tram accident. Protesters are demand‐

ing the naming of all responsible officials in

the GRAS transit authority and the Ministry

of  Transport,  claiming  the  "system  kills"

more than individual accidents (Source). 

U.S.  Tariff  Escalation: After  the  U.S.

Supreme  Court  ruled  previous  tariffs  un‐

constitutional, President Trump invoked the

Trade Act of 1974 to impose a 15% global

tariff,  specifically  targeting  countries  he

claims have "robbed" the U.S. for decades

(Source, Source). 
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Iran  Military  Deadline: The  Trump  ad‐

ministration has signaled a 10-15 day win‐

dow  for  a  "deal  or  unfortunate  conse‐

quences," while Iran has warned that U.S.

bases in the region will be "legitimate tar‐

gets" if attacked (Source, Source). 

Historic  Arrest  of  Prince  Andrew: The

Duke  of  York  was  arrested  on  his  66th

birthday for "abuse of public duty" related

to the Jeffrey Epstein files, specifically for

allegedly  leaking  confidential  state  docu‐

ments. He was released after 12 hours but

remains  under  investigation  (Source, 

Source). 

Ukraine War Stagnation: On the eve of

the  4th  anniversary  of  the  invasion,  only

20% of Ukrainians believe the war will end

in 2026. Internal EU tensions have peaked

with Slovakia and Hungary conditioning aid

and  electricity  on  the  restoration  of  oil

flows through the Družba pipeline (Source, 

Source). 

Media Restructuring Concerns in Ser‐

bia: The takeover of  United Group media

(N1, Nova S) by the Adria News Network

under  Brent  Sadler  has  sparked  fears

among the professional community of a "po‐

litical plan" to neutralize critical reporting

to satisfy the Serbian presidency (Source, 

Source). 

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitics and International Relations

US-Iran  Brinkmanship: Washington  has

rejected Iranian claims that a deal is "with‐

in reach," insisting on zero enrichment ca‐

pacity. Military plans are reportedly in "ad‐

vanced stages," including potential regime

change options (Source, Source). 

Danish Defense Shift: Denmark  has  ex‐

tended conscription to  11 months and in‐

cluded  women for  the  first  time,  citing  a

need to consolidate against Russia and po‐

tential  U.S.  aggression  regarding  Green‐

land (Source). 

Ukraine Sovereignty: President  Zelenski

has  rejected  "Russian  ultimatums"  and

called for greater EU involvement in securi‐

ty guarantees, even as 65% of the popula‐

tion indicates a willingness to endure the

conflict until total victory (Source, Source). 

Domestic Stability and Civil Unrest

Balkan  Generational  Revolt: Protesters

in Sarajevo, Zenica, and Tuzla are targeting

"unqualified cadres" and "bought diplomas"

within the government.  They explicitly re‐

ject being categorized as "political bots" for

any existing party (Source, Source). 

Republika Srpska (RS) Ideological Ten‐

sions: The SDS has initiated a resolution to

condemn Ustaše ideology following a con‐

troversial concert in Široki Brijeg. This has

forced  the  ruling  SNSD  into  a  defensive

"crisis  PR"  mode to  maintain  its  patriotic

credentials (Source, Source). 

State Capacity and Critical Infrastructure

GRAS  Systemic  Failure: The  Sarajevo

transit  authority  (GRAS)  is  under  fire  for

operating  a  tram that  had  been  removed

from traffic 50 times in one year for mal‐

functions. The total failure of the video sur‐

veillance system is being investigated as a

possible cover-up (Source). 

Vareš  Health  Crisis: Environmental

groups are demanding a state of emergen‐

cy in Vareš after high levels of lead were

found in the blood of 238 residents, high‐

lighting  failures  in  industrial  oversight

(Source). 
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Economic Statecraft and Trade

New Global Tariff Regime: Trump's 15%

tariff  is  expected  to  take  effect  February

24, 2024. While some exemptions exist for

Canada and Mexico, the U.S. Treasury ex‐

pects  total  tariff  revenue  to  remain  un‐

changed despite the Supreme Court ruling,

by  shifting  legal  justifications  (Source, 

Source). 

EU Customs Reform: The EU is preparing

to abolish the 150-euro duty-free threshold

for small parcels, a move aimed at curbing

mass Chinese imports and increasing rev‐

enue (Source). 

LEGISLATION/POLICY

Legislative  activity  this  period  is  character‐

ized by  executive  overreach in  the U.S.  and

Russia,  and reactionary  symbolic  resolutions

in the Balkans.  Significant focus was placed

on  the  legality  of  trade  measures  and  the

state's power to control information flows.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

U.S.  Trade  Act  of  1974  (Sections  232

and 301): Invoked by the White House to

bypass the Supreme Court's ruling against

the  International  Emergency  Economic

Powers  Act  (IEEPA)  for  tariff  collection

(Source, Source). 

Russian Federal Security Service (FSB)

Internet  Law: Signed  by  Putin,  this  law

grants the FSB the authority to shut down

internet  access  regionally  or  nationally

without  providing  a  reason,  intended  to

thwart  Ukrainian  drone  coordination

(Source, Source). 

RS Resolution on Ustaše Ideology: Pro‐

posed by the SDS in the Republika Srpska

parliament to condemn the glorification of

the  Independent  State  of  Croatia  (NDH)

and  declare  certain  performers  personae

non gratae (Source, Source). 

EU  Customs  Reform  Proposal

(2023/2025): A move to abolish the 150-

euro customs threshold and establish a cen‐

tral EU Customs Data Hub (Source). 

Croatian  Hospitality  Law  Amendment:

Proposed  changes  to  combat  "black  mar‐

ket" rentals by assigning real-time ID num‐

bers  to  all  registered  accommodations

(Source). 

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Sarajevo  Cantonal  Prosecution  State‐

ment: Officials  confirmed  the  absence  of

tram CCTV footage,  admitting the system

failed months before the accident (Source). 

Trump  Press  Conference  on  SCOTUS:

The  President  called  the  Supreme  Court

ruling "ridiculous" and "anti-American," sig‐

naling  a  deep  rift  between  the  executive

and judicial branches (Source, Source). 

RS Opposition Presser (Bojan Kresoje‐

vić): Criticized the SNSD for ignoring agri‐

cultural  crises  (milk  production)  while  fo‐

cusing on "crisis PR" regarding nationalis‐

tic photography (Source). 

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Collapse of Institutional Trust in the

Balkans

The Sarajevo protests represent more than a

reaction to a single accident; they are a mani‐

festation  of  a  "post-fear"  generation.  Unlike

their parents, who are described as "burdened
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by the war" and "blackmailed by their jobs,"

the current student body is leveraging digital-

era transparency to expose the incompetence

of  legacy  institutions.  The  "missing"  CCTV

footage  is  being  treated  not  as  a  technical

glitch but as evidence of a systemic intent to

protect the "partitocracy." This trend suggests

that the traditional methods of Bosnian politi‐

cal  control—ethnic  fear-mongering  and  pa‐

tronage—are losing efficacy among the youth

(Source, Source).

Presidential Defiance and the Erosion of

Checks and Balances

In both the U.S. and Russia, executive leaders

are actively dismantling or bypassing institu‐

tional  constraints.  Putin’s  internet  "kill

switch" and Trump’s immediate escalation of

tariffs  after  a  judicial  defeat  show a  shared

trend: the prioritization of executive will over

legal  and  constitutional  norms.  Trump’s

rhetoric  regarding  the  "anti-American"

Supreme Court suggests a coming period of

heightened  domestic  institutional  conflict  in

the U.S., which will likely inject further uncer‐

tainty into global markets (Source, Source).

Economic  Weaponization  and  European

Fracture

Energy  and  trade  are  now  the  primary

weapons  of  diplomacy  within  Europe.  The

threat  by Slovakia  and Hungary to  withhold

aid  to  Ukraine  unless  oil  flows are  restored

signals  a  dangerous shift  from a unified EU

front to a "transactional" alliance. This is ex‐

acerbated by the global 15% U.S. tariff, which

forces European nations to consider recipro‐

cal  measures,  potentially  leading  to  a  trade

war that  would further  weaken the Western

coalition against Russia (Source, Source).

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect continued

and  potentially  more  aggressive  protests  in

Sarajevo as the Cantonal Assembly attempts

to  install  a  "technical"  government.  In  the

U.S., the February 24 implementation of 15%

tariffs  will  cause  immediate  price  shocks  in

imported  electronics  and  pharmaceuticals.

The Iran deadline will  lead to a spike in oil

prices and increased U.S. naval deployments

in the Persian Gulf (Source, Source).

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The RS resolu‐

tion on Ustaše ideology could lead to a diplo‐

matic  crisis  between  Sarajevo,  Banja  Luka,

and Zagreb, potentially affecting regional se‐

curity cooperation. The EU's customs reform

will trigger a major reorganization of e-com‐

merce logistics for shipments from China.  If

no Iran deal is reached, expect "limited" kinet‐

ic strikes on Iranian nuclear facilities by late

spring (Source, Source).

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): The  generational

shift seen in the Sarajevo protests could lead

to the emergence of a new, non-ethnic politi‐

cal movement in Bosnia, challenging the Day‐

ton-era power structure. The U.S. judicial-ex‐

ecutive rift may lead to structural changes in

how  international  trade  is  legislated.  Den‐

mark’s conscription changes suggest a long-

term expectation of a "multi-front" conflict in

the  Arctic  and  Eastern  Europe  (Source, 

Source).
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RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Security: Diplomatic missions in the Balka‐

ns should prepare for "contagion" effects of

Sarajevo’s protests, which could destabilize

local police and administrative functions if

government responses remain purely tacti‐

cal. 

Diplomatic: The U.S.-Iran 15-day window

requires urgent third-party mediation (like‐

ly via Qatar or Oman) to prevent a localized

conflict from expanding into a regional war

targeting energy infrastructure. 

Alliances: NATO must address the "Danish

concerns" regarding the Arctic to prevent

cracks in the northern flank, especially giv‐

en  Danish  distrust  of  Trump’s  Greenland

policy. 

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply Chain Risk: Manufacturers should

immediately re-evaluate cost structures for

goods  arriving  in  the  U.S.  after  February

24, as the 15% tariff will likely be applied

broadly  with  minimal  warning  for  exemp‐

tions. 

Regulatory Compliance: Companies oper‐

ating in  Russia  must  prepare for  "offline"

contingencies as the new FSB internet law

makes digital communication unreliable for

business operations. 

Investment  Opportunity: The  shift  to‐

ward "nearly zero energy" and "plus hous‐

es"  in  European urban development  (e.g.,

Stockholm Royal Seaport) indicates a hard‐

ening regulatory environment that will  fa‐

vor green-tech construction firms over tra‐

ditional developers (Source). 

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest ex‐

periment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the Inter‐

net  Archive's  TV  News  Archive,  we  apply

Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine yester‐

day's  coverage  from  each  television  news

channel to tease out the overarching themes

and trends of its news coverage into a richly

annotated thematic  analysis.  Each high-level

insight  is  connected  back  to  the  original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage, this analysis helps them identify rel‐

evant stories and coverage they might not oth‐

erwise have encountered and uncover connec‐

tions, emphases and narrative shifts that en‐

able more comprehensive reporting and deep‐

er, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated us‐

ing  Gemini  3  and  may  include  errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet  Ar‐
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chive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://ar‐

chive.org/details/tv.
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