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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE (FEB 21, 2026)
US-IRAN NUCLEAR BRINKMANSHIP

US DOMESTIC & TRADE CRISES

|EEPA GLOBAL TARIFFS
" STRUCK DOWN
POPULAR DETERRENCE
& REVOLUTIONARY
ANNIVERSARY

HUNGARY BLOCKADES
UKRAINE AID OVER ENERGY

SUCCESSION CRISIS
& ELITE SCRUTINY

FRACT!
STRAIT | EMBOLDENED RESISTANCE
OF HORMUZ THREAT | UNDER ‘US EMPIRE’ DECLINE

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS
US-Iran Nuclear Brinkmanship

TRUMP'S 10-DAY ULTIMATUM. IRAN PREPARES DRAFT.

US REPORTEDLY DROPS “ZERO ENRICHMENT"
DEMAND (OMAN TALKS).

Escalation of ‘Greater Israel’ Rhetoric
AMB. HUCKABEE: ‘FINE’ FOR ISRAEL TO EXPAND
EUPHRATES. CONDEMNED AS INT'L LAW VIOLATI

Iranian Reciprocal Designations against EU

=7 IRAN DESIGNATES EU AIR & NAVAL FORCES AS
TERRORISTS FOLLOWING IRGC DESIGNATION.

The ‘Board of Peace’ for Gaza
TRUMP'S $17B PLAN. REQUIRES DISARMAMENT.
BACKLASH (PAKISTAN, PALESTINIANS).

KEY G

Geopolitics & Int'l Relations
US BUILDUP AS 'MAFIA-STYLE’ INTIMIDATION. ExE
IRAN'S PROACTIVE DOCTRINE ADVI
(REGIONAL WAR THREAT).

“GREATER ISRAEL” AS OPERATIONAL PLAN.

Economic Statecraft & Trade
US “ECONOMIC STATECRAFT" TO
PROVOKE IRAN UNREST. HORMUZ

N. IRELAND PROTOCOL AS TRADE PROTECTION.

Terrorism & Domestic Stability

RAN DISPUTES UNREST DEATH TOLLS
UNCONVENTIONAL WEAPONS ALLEGED). v
UK POLICE TARGET ACTIVISTS (PALESTINE 'Msuac
ACTION) USING TERROR LAWS.
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LEGISLATION/POLICY:

EXECUTIVE
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Succession Bill

CLOSURE = $140/BARREL OIL & GLOBAL CRASH. HR 7006 Critics

US Supreme Court Overturns Global Tariffs
IEEPA MISUSE RULED. TRUMP RETALIATES WITH
15% TARIFFS VIA 1974 TRADE ACT.

UK Royal Scandal & Succession Crisis
PRINCE ANDREW ARRESTED (EPSTEIN FILES). LEGISLATION
FOR REMOVAL FROM SUCCESSION PENDING.

Regional Energy Politics & Aid Blockades

HUNGARY THREATENS EU LOAN TO UKRAINE OVER DRUZHBA
PIPELINE. ENERGY AS DIPLOMATIC LEVER.

K

&
o
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OVERNANCE TOPICS
ADVERSARIAL

CODIFICATION jv

S Designations
Occupied Territories Bill

Supermajority Bill —

NILE-TO-
ON.

Energy Security
HUNGARY/SLOVAKIA DEPENDENCE
ON RUSSIAN ENERGY.

“GOLDEN CORRIDOR” (INSTC) AS SUEZ
ALTERNATIVE (RUSSIA-IRAN-INDIA).

CUTIVE POWER LIMITS &
ERSARIAL CODIFICATION

LIMITS Elite Politics & Succession

EPSTEIN FILES AS ELITE
COMPROMISE/BLACKMAIL LEVERAGE.
EARINGS & PRESS EVENTS Legis'aﬁon

IEEPA (1977) MISUSED.

TRADE ACT (1974) INVOKED.
LEGACY BILL (UK) AMNESTY.

UN RES 1701 VIOLATIONS.
IRANIAN RECIPROCAL LAW (2019).

A
Board of  Huckabee-
Peace Launch Carlson

ren
Briefing

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND THEMES

Weaponization of Elite Scandals
EPSTEIN FILES AS LEVERAGE FOR
AGGRESSIVE POLICIES.

ELITES “CORNERED".

Collapse of Multilate

TRADITIONAL BODIES (UN) REPLACED
BY UNILATERAL BOARDS & DIRECT DEALS.
“MAFIA-DON" DIPLOMACY.

ralism Energy as the Ultimate Deterrent  Greater Israel as Official Policy
GLOBAL ECONOMY TETHERED TO HORMUZ.  NORMALIZATION OF EXPANSIONIST
IRAN'S “POPULAR DETERRENCE" VIA RHETORIC FROM SECURITY TO
ENERGY DISRUPTION. “DIVINE-RIGHT" ANNEXATION.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS)
ULTIMATUM EXPIRATION: SYMBOLIC

) STRIKES OR GENEVA BREAKTHROUGH?
US RETALIATORY TARIFFS = PRICE HIKES.
MORE EPSTEIN ARRESTS (UK).

RECOMMEN

FOR INTERNATIONAL POLICY
(Security, Diplomatic, Legal)

@ PREPARE FOR HORIZONTAL REGIONAL WAR.
NOTE US SHIFT ON 'ZERO ENRICHMENT".

MONITOR ICC COMPLAINT AGAINST FIFA/UEFA.

LONG TERM (1-5 YEARS)

“GOLDEN CORRIDOR" OPERATIONAL
(SUEZ RIVAL).

IRISH BORDER POLL LIKELY
(DEMOGRAPHICS & PROTOCOL).

MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS)

TARIFF BATTLE/GOV SHUTDOWN (US).
“BOARD OF PEACE" INT'L FORCES IN
GAZA (RESISTANCE EXPECTED).

DATIONS & IMPLICATIONS
FOR PRIVATE SECTOR/INVESTORS
(Supply Chain, Regulatory, Investment)
DIVERSIFY FROM HORMUZ & DRUZHBA.
PREPARE FOR VOLATILE TARIFFS.
nl/\ll/'ﬂ EXPLORE IRANIAN FREE TRADE ZONES (CHABAHAR).
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GLOBAL POWER PARADIGMS SHIFT
AS US BRINKMANSHIP COLLIDES
WITH IRANIAN DETERRENCE AND
LEGAL SETBACKS FOR THE TRUMP

ADMINISTRATION

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The reporting from February 21, 2026, depicts
a world in a state of high-stakes transition,
characterized by intense military brinkman-
ship in West Asia, a constitutional crisis in the
United States over trade authority, and an es-
calating rhetorical shift regarding Israeli terri-
torial expansion. The central narrative re-
volves around the "10-day ultimatum" issued
by US President Donald Trump to Iran to
reach a nuclear deal, even as the US military
amasses a significant "armada" in the Persian
Gulf. Iran has countered this through "popular
deterrence," citing the millions of citizens at-
tending its 47th Revolutionary anniversary,
and a strategic shift toward a proactive secu-
rity doctrine that includes the threat of clos-
ing the Strait of Hormuz—a move analysts
warn would trigger a global economic col-
lapse. Despite the pressure, Iranian diplomats
report that Washington has dropped demands

for "zero enrichment," suggesting a potential,
if fragile, path toward a "win-win" solution.

Simultaneously, the Trump administration
faces a major domestic hurdle after the US
Supreme Court struck down its sweeping
global tariffs, ruling that the President mis-
used the 1977 International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (IEEPA). In response,
Trump has invoked the 1974 Trade Act to
raise tariffs even further, signaling an era of
"economic statecraft" characterized by volatil-
ity and unilateralism. In the United Kingdom,
the arrest of former Prince Andrew over mis-
conduct in public office—linked to the ongoing
"Epstein files" scandal—has triggered efforts
to legally remove him from the royal line of
succession, reflecting a period of intense scru-
tiny for Western elites. These events converge
to suggest a global landscape where tradition-
al alliances are fracturing under the weight of
energy politics (such as Hungary’s threat to
block Ukraine aid) and where resistance
movements are increasingly emboldened by
what they perceive as the moral and political
decline of the "US Empire."

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* US-Iran Nuclear Brinkmanship and the
10-Day Ultimatum: President Trump has
reportedly given Iran 10 days to reach a
deal, while Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi claims the US has backed away
from demanding "zero enrichment" in
Oman-mediated talks. Iran is preparing a
draft deal for delivery to US envoy Steve
Witkoff within days (Source, Source,
Source, Source).
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US Supreme Court Overturns Global
Tariffs: The conservative-majority court
ruled that Trump overstepped constitution-
al authority by using emergency powers for
trade taxes. Trump immediately retaliated
by raising tariff rates to 15% using alter-
nate legislation (Source, Source, Source).

Escalation of "Greater Israel" Rhetoric:
US Ambassador Mike Huckabee stated it
would be "fine" if Israel expanded its terri-
tory from the Nile to the Euphrates, a re-
mark that drew widespread condemnation
from Hamas, Jordan, Egypt, and Saudi Ara-
bia as a violation of international law
(Source, Source, Source, Source).

UK Royal Scandal and Succession Cri-
sis: Former Prince Andrew was arrested in
a raid at Sandringham on suspicion of mis-
conduct in public office related to the Jef-
frey Epstein files. UK authorities are now
working on legislation to permanently re-
move him from the line of succession
(Source, Source, Source, Source).

Iranian Reciprocal Designations
against the EU: Following the EU's desig-
nation of the IRGC as a terrorist group,
Iran has reciprocated by designating the
air and naval forces of all EU member
states as terrorist organizations (Source,

Source, Source).

Regional Energy Politics and Aid Block-
ades: Hungary has threatened to block a
90 billion euro EU loan to Ukraine unless
Kiev reopens the Druzhba pipeline, high-
lighting the use of energy as a lever in in-
tra-European diplomacy (Source, Source,
Source).

The "Board of Peace" for Gaza: Trump’s
$17 billion reconstruction plan for Gaza re-
quires total disarmament of resistance
groups. The plan faces heavy backlash in
Pakistan and among Palestinians who view
it as a tool for Israeli control (Source,
Source, Source, Source).

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitics and International Relations

The US military buildup in the region is de-
scribed by critics as "mafia-style" intimida-
tion intended to force Iranian capitulation
(Source, Source, Source).

Iran has shifted its security doctrine from a
defensive posture to a proactive and force-
ful strategy, warning that any limited strike
will be met with a regional war (Source,
Source, Source).

The "Greater Israel" vision is being treated
as an operational plan rather than a con-
spiracy theory, following statements by Am-
bassador Huckabee and regional maps
shown by Netanyahu (Source, Source).

Economic Statecraft and Trade

The US administration is using "economic
statecraft" to pressure Iran, with Treasury
Secretary Bessent admitting that the US
crushed the Iranian economy to provoke
domestic unrest (Source).

The closure of the Strait of Hormuz is iden-
tified as a primary Iranian deterrent that
would result in $140/barrel oil and a global
economic crash (Source).

Northern Ireland is described as being
"protected" from the worst effects of Brexit
by the Northern Ireland Protocol, which
maintains a trade border in the Irish Sea
(Source, Source).
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Terrorism and Domestic Stability

Iran's Forensic Medicine Organization re-
leased reports on the January 2026 unrest,
alleging that "non-organizational" uncon-
ventional weapons were used by "enemies"
to kill innocent people and inflate death
statistics (Source, Source).

British police are using terrorism legisla-
tion to target activists like "Palestine Ac-
tion," though the High Court recently ruled
the prescription of the group was unlawful
and a violation of free speech (Source,
Source).

Energy Security

Hungary and Slovakia remain "structurally
dependent" on Russian energy, leading to
declared states of emergency when pipe-
lines are shut down (Source).

The Golden Corridor project (International
North-South Transport Corridor) is present-
ed as a strategic alternative to the Suez
Canal, connecting Russia, Iran, and India
(Source, Source).

Elite Politics and Succession

The arrest of Prince Andrew and the re-
lease of the Epstein files are framed as po-
tentially compromising for Western leaders,
including Donald Trump, who some users
suggest is being "blackmailed" into war by
special interests (Source, Source).

Legislation

International Emergency Economic
Powers Act (1977): Ruled misused by the
US Supreme Court in striking down global
tariffs (Source, Source).

* Trade Act of 1974 (Section 122): In-
voked by Trump to impose temporary tar-
iffs for 150 days following the Supreme
Court setback (Source).

e Northern Ireland Protocol: Discussed as
a source of constitutional tension and trade
protection (Source, Source).

* Legacy Bill (UK): A controversial bill
aimed at "burying the secrets" of the North-
ern Ireland conflict by granting de facto
amnesty to soldiers (Source, Source).

* UN Resolution 1701: Cited as being vio-
lated by recent Israeli air strikes in
Lebanon (Source, Source).

* Iranian 2019 Reciprocal Law: Used to
designate EU military forces as terrorists
(Source).

LEGISLATION/POLICY

Legislative activity this period focuses on the
limits of executive power in the US and the
UK, and the codification of adversarial stances
in international relations through terror desig-
nations. Policies are increasingly reactive,
with administrations using trade law and
criminal probes to navigate political crises.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* UK Succession Legislation: A proposal to
permanently remove Prince Andrew from
the royal line of succession following his ar-
rest (Source, Source).

* Occupied Territories Bill (Ireland): Pro-
posed legislation to ban Irish companies
from doing business with settlements in oc-
cupied territories (Source).
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* Supermajority Bill (Northern Ireland):
Introduced by lan Paisley Jr. to require
more than a simple majority for any suc-
cessful border poll on Irish reunification
(Source).

« HR 7006 (US): A December bill that fund-
ed the Department of Defense to the tune
of $900 billion, now criticized for enabling
potential war with Iran (Source).

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Araghchi MSNBC Interview: Iran's FM
clarifies that the US has not asked for per-
manent zero enrichment and emphasizes
aWin-Win solution (Source, Source).

* Board of Peace Inaugural Session
(Washington): Launch of the Gaza peace
plan where Trump praised Pakistan PM
Sharif for participation (Source, Source).

* Huckabee-Tucker Carlson Interview:
The US Ambassador to Israel articulated a
biblical right for Israel to take all regional
land (Source, Source).

* Forensic Medicine Organization Brief-
ing: Iranian officials used a televised pro-
gram to counter Western death toll statis-
tics from January unrest (Source).

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Elite Scandals

A significant underlying theme is the connec-
tion between the "Epstein Files" and current
geopolitical shifts. Social media discourse and
analyst commentary suggest that elite figures
are being "cornered" or "blackmailed" into
supporting aggressive military policies to de-
flect from domestic reputational collapse. The
timing of the Epstein releases is viewed skep-

tically as a tool for political leverage (Source,
Source).

The Collapse of Multilateralism

Traditional diplomatic bodies like the UN are
described as being in the "dustbin of history,"
replaced by unilateral boards (Trump's "Board
of Peace") and direct transactional diplomacy.
The US administration’s disregard for the
Supreme Court's ruling on tariffs and its use
of "mafia-don" language in negotiations reflect
a broader trend of dismantling the post-WWII
rules-based order (Source, Source, Source).

Energy as the Ultimate Deterrent

Strategic analysis highlights that while the US
claims energy independence, the global econ-
omy remains tethered to the Strait of Hormuz.
Iran’s ability to "vaporize" Israeli facilities or
close the Strait provides it with "popular de-
terrence" that outweighs conventional mili-
tary amassing. The shift of European interest
away from Washington toward Beijing is an
accelerating trend driven by energy insecurity
(Source, Source).

Greater Israel as Official Policy

What was previously characterized as fringe
expansionist rhetoric is now being normalized
by high-ranking US and Israeli officials. The
explicit mention of the Nile to the Euphrates
signals a transition from "security-based" oc-
cupation to "divine-right" annexation, which
analysts warn will lead inevitably to a regional
war (Source, Source, Source).

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks):

* Expiration of the 10-day ultimatum could
lead to "symbolic" limited strikes or a sud-
den breakthrough in Geneva talks (Source).
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Retaliatory tariffs in the US will likely spark
immediate price hikes in consumer elec-
tronics and technology imported from East
Asia (Source).

Further arrests in the UK related to the Ep-
stein files are expected as searches at San-
dringham continue (Source).

Medium Term (1-6 Months):

If the 150-day tariff order is not extended
by Congress, a new legislative battle in
Washington will emerge, possibly coincid-
ing with a government shutdown (Source,
Source).

The "Board of Peace" will attempt to intro-
duce international forces into Gaza (June
2026 target), likely meeting violent resis-
tance if Hamas is not contained (Source).

Long Term (1-5 Years):

The International North-South Transport
Corridor (Golden Corridor) may become ful-
ly operational, significantly reducing the
strategic importance of the Suez Canal and
cementing an Iran-Russia-India-China axis
(Source, Source).

A second border poll in Ireland becomes in-
creasingly likely as Catholic demographics
outnumber Protestants and the Northern
Ireland Protocol creates a permanent eco-
nomic wedge with Great Britain (Source,
Source).

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Security: Prepare for a "horizontal" region-
al war that could activate fronts in Yemen,
Iraq, and Lebanon simultaneously if Iran is
struck (Source).

* Diplomatic: Note the removal of "zero en-
richment" as a demand; this represents a
significant shift in the US negotiating base-
line that may be used to leverage other
concessions like the ballistic missile pro-
gram (Source, Source).

* Legal: Monitor the ICC complaint against
FIFA/UEFA for aiding "apartheid," as it sig-
nals a new trend of using sports organiza-
tions as a legal battlefield for geopolitical
issues (Source).

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Risk: Diversify away from
dependencies on the Strait of Hormuz and
the Druzhba pipeline; energy-intensive in-
dustries in Italy and Belgium are at ex-
treme risk (Source, Source).

Regulatory Compliance: US-based im-
porters must prepare for a volatile tariff en-
vironment where executive orders are is-
sued and struck down in rapid succession
(Source).

* Investment Opportunity: Iranian Free
Trade Zones, particularly in Chabahar, offer
20-year tax exemptions and are positioned
as the future "maritime capital" of the Gold-
en Corridor (Source).

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest ex-
periment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.
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Each morning, in collaboration with the Inter-
net Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine yester-
day's coverage from each television news
channel to tease out the overarching themes
and trends of its news coverage into a richly
annotated thematic analysis. Each high-level
insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify rel-
evant stories and coverage they might not oth-

erwise have encountered and uncover connec-
tions, emphases and narrative shifts that en-
able more comprehensive reporting and deep-
er, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated us-
ing Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

log. ltproject.org/ and the Internet Ar-
chive's TV News Archive at https://ar-

hive.or ails/tv.
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