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THE ISLAMIC EMIRATE OF
AFGHANISTAN LEVERAGES THE
RAMADAN PERIOD TO
CONSOLIDATE DOMESTIC
LEGITIMACY THROUGH
AGGRESSIVE MARKET REGULATION,
INFRASTRUCTURE EXPANSION,
AND A GEOPOLITICAL PIVOT
TOWARD CENTRAL ASIAN
ECONOMIC INTEGRATION.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The broadcast day of February 21, 2026, re-
veals a sophisticated governance strategy by
the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA),
blending religious observance with modern
administrative control. During the first week
of Ramadan, the IEA is prioritizing "market
justice" to stabilize the domestic front, deploy-
ing the Kabul Municipality to enforce strict
price controls on 56 essential items. This ef-
fort is aimed at mitigating the chronic infla-
tion typically seen during the holy month and
serves as a primary tool for the administration
to demonstrate its "service-oriented" legitima-
cy to the populace. Simultaneously, the IEA is
moving beyond emergency management into
long-term economic planning, announcing a

10.2 billion AFN infrastructure package and
touting self-sufficiency in the poultry sector in
Qandahar. These developments suggest a
regime attempting to transition from a revolu-
tionary movement to a functioning state appa-
ratus capable of large-scale capital invest-
ment.

On the international stage, the IEA is intensi-
fying its focus on the "C5+1" (Central Asian)
regional framework. By hosting and partici-
pating in meetings with Kazakhstan, Uzbek-
istan, and Kyrgyzstan, the IEA is positioning
Afghanistan as the indispensable transit corri-
dor between Central and South Asia. This re-
gionalism is contrasted by a sharp rhetorical
shift regarding narcotics; IEA media is now
citing international reports to claim that drug
production has migrated to Pakistan following
the Taliban’s internal ban. This narrative
serves a dual purpose: it pressures the inter-
national community to recognize IEA security
successes while simultaneously undermining
the regional standing of its neighbor, Pakistan.
However, despite claims of stability, the re-
ports of a significant earthquake in Panjshir
and ongoing needs for international mine-
clearing assistance highlight persistent vul-
nerabilities in state capacity and disaster re-
silience.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Capital Infrastructure and Develop-
ment Surge: The IEA Procurement Com-
mission approved a series of projects total-
ing 10.2 billion AFN. Key projects include
the expansion of the Ahmad Shah Baba In-
ternational Airport terminal in Qandahar,
the construction of a 60km road in Sman-
agn, and various electricity distribution net-
works across several provinces (Source,
Source).
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Ramadan Market Regulation and Anti-
Hyperinflation Measures: The Kabul Mu-
nicipality has established a "Price Control
and Anti-Hoarding Commission." A 56-item
price list for essential goods (flour, oil, sug-
ar) was distributed to all shopkeepers, with
the 155-hotline activated for citizens to re-
port price gouging. Officials emphasized
that most goods are imported, making "arti-
ficial" price hikes a focus of enforcement
(Source, Source, Source).

Geopolitical Narrative Shift on Nar-
cotics: IEA state media, citing "France 24"
and other sources, reported that heroin and
methamphetamine production has surged
in Pakistan following the IEA’s ban on pop-
py cultivation. This narrative seeks to
frame Pakistan as the new regional drug
hub while demanding international "alter-
native livelihood" aid for Afghan farmers
(Source, Source, Source, Source).

Central Asian Regional Integration:
High-level meetings between IEA officials
and representatives from Kazakhstan and
Uzbekistan focused on the "Trans-Afghan”
transit projects and increasing trade vol-
ume. The IEA is offering 1-to-5-year resi-
dency permits for foreign investors to en-
courage permanent capital flow (Source,
Source, Source).

Social Order and Judicial Mediation:
The Ministry of Vice and Virtue reported re-
solving over 180 tribal and family disputes
(including cases of "forced marriage" and
inheritance) through Sharia-based media-
tion in the last month. Additionally, the min-
istry reported the arrest of 30 "sorcerers"
or "magicians," framing these actions as
purification of the social fabric (Source,
Source).

Disaster and Environmental Risk: A
5.0+ magnitude earthquake struck Panjshir
and was felt in Kabul, highlighting the re-
gion's seismic vulnerability. Concurrently,
Kabul residents expressed high anxiety
over seasonal air pollution, blaming low-
quality fuel and coal use in high-rise build-
ings (Source, Source, Source).

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Economic Statecraft: Qandahar province
reported reaching 70% self-sufficiency in
poultry production, with nine local factories
producing 550 tons of feed daily. This is
touted as a model for reducing import de-
pendency. Furthermore, the IEA is promot-
ing a five-day "Afghanistan FEconomic
Progress Exhibition" at Chaman-e-Hozori to
showcase domestic manufacturing (Source,
Source, Source, Source).

International Relations: The departure of
UNAMA’'s Deputy Special Representative,
Indrika Ratwatte, was marked by high-level
meetings with Foreign Minister Muttaqi.
The IEA used the opportunity to urge UNA-
MA to reflect "ground realities" rather than
"systemic pressure" (Source, Source,
Source).

State Capacity and Resource Extrac-
tion: German and Indian investors report-
edly expressed interest in the extraction of
petroleum and gemstones. The IEA Min-
istry of Commerce is leveraging these inter-
ests to push for technical knowledge trans-
fers and local processing (Source, Source).
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* Biosurveillance and Public Health: En-
vironmental officials are monitoring
"smoke-producing locations" in Kabul to
curb respiratory diseases, though capacity
for enforcement remains unclear beyond
rhetoric. Mine-clearing remains a critical
biosafety concern, with over 10 square kilo-
meters of land cleared of 690 explosive de-
vices in the past month (Source, Source).

Terrorism and Security: State media em-
phasized the 37th anniversary of the Soviet
withdrawal (*Dalwa 26%*), using historical
parallels to frame current security forces as
the "guardians of values" against any po-
tential foreign aggression (Source, Source,
Source).

LEGISLATION/POLICY

The IEA's current legislative focus is primarily
regulatory and administrative, centered on
market stabilization and provincial infrastruc-
ture management. Much of the policy is being
driven through the Procurement Commission
and the Ministry of Vice and Virtue's social
mediation mandates.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Trans-regional Transit Agreement: Pro-
posals for the "Trans-Afghan" railway and
road corridor were discussed with Uzbek-
istan and Kazakhstan to facilitate Central
Asian trade to South Asian ports (Source,
Source).

* Investor Residency Policy: A new policy
granting 1-to-5-year residency status for
foreign investors was highlighted as a ma-
jor tool for capital attraction (Source).

e Kabul Price Control Mandate: A formal-

ized mandate from the Kabul Municipality
setting the ceiling for prices on 56 essential
commodities during Ramadan (Source,
Source).

Import Quality Standards: The National
Standards Authority (ANSA) enforced quali-
ty regulations by rejecting and returning 46
tons of low-quality iron/girders to the coun-
try of origin through the Abu Nasr Farahi
port (Source, Source, Source).

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* UNAMA Farewell Meeting: Foreign Min-

ister Amir Khan Muttaqi met with outgoing
UNAMA Deputy Indrika Ratwatte to dis-
cuss the future of UN-IEA coordination and
humanitarian aid (Source, Source).

Economic Progress Exhibition Briefing:
The Ministry of Economy announced a 5-
day exhibition starting in April 2026 to
showcase domestic industrial achievements
(Source, Source).

Procurement Commission Session: A
formal session approving 10.2 billion AFN
in provincial development projects, chaired
by IEA leadership (Source, Source).

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

e The "Service-Provider" Pivot: The IEA is

leaning heavily into the role of a service-
oriented state. By focusing on mundane but
critical issues like the price of bread (flour)
and electricity distribution, they are at-
tempting to build a social contract based on
stability and affordability rather than just
ideology. The frequent mention of the "155
hotline" for citizen complaints is a hallmark
of this effort to appear responsive (Source,
Source, Source).
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* Weaponizing Narcotics Policy: The nar-
rative that drug production has "fled" to
Pakistan is a sophisticated geopolitical
move. It allows the IEA to claim success for
its internal ban while framing the regional
drug threat as an external issue emanating
from a rival. This trend suggests the IEA
will use its drug ban as a primary bargain-
ing chip for international recognition
(Source, Source, Source).

Technocratic Sharia: The Ministry of Vice
and Virtue is being framed not just as a
moral police, but as a judicial body for "al-
ternative dispute resolution." By resolving
over 180 tribal disputes, the IEA is attempt-
ing to supplant traditional local power
structures with a centralized, state-con-
trolled Sharia system that claims to protect
the rights of women and the poor in inheri-
tance and marriage (Source, Source).

Resource-Driven Diplomacy: The contin-
ued emphasis on Central Asian trade
(Uzbekistan/Kazakhstan) and Indian/Ger-
man interest in mining suggests the IEA is
successfully navigating around Western
sanctions by building a "Regional Economic
Bloc." This "East/Central Focus" is becom-
ing the cornerstone of their survival strate-
gy (Source, Source, Source).

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

* Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect height-
ened market monitoring and potential
"showcase" arrests of shopkeepers for
price-gouging as Ramadan continues. Any
failure to control food prices could lead to
localized social friction. We may also see
follow-up reports on earthquake damage in
Panjshir, though IEA media is currently
downplaying the impact (Source, Source).

e Medium Term (1-6 Months): The 10.2

billion AFN in infrastructure projects will
begin implementation, likely leading to a
temporary boost in local employment.
Diplomatic efforts will culminate in the
April Economic Progress Exhibition, where
the IEA will likely announce further trade
deals with Central Asian partners (Source,
Source).

Long Term (1-5 Years): If the IEA suc-
cessfully maintains its poultry self-sufficien-
cy and expands it to other sectors (like the
"Dalwa 26" spirit of independence sug-
gests), the regime may significantly reduce
its reliance on international humanitarian
aid. The permanent shift of narcotics pro-
duction to neighboring Pakistan could fun-
damentally alter regional security coopera-
tion and border management strategies
(Source, Source, Source).

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

* For International Policy: Diplomats

should monitor the "Pakistan drug surge"
narrative closely. If verified, it suggests the
Taliban’s ban is effective but merely dis-
place the problem, requiring a regional
rather than country-specific counter-nar-
cotics strategy. Furthermore, the IEA's fo-
cus on Central Asian transit routes indi-
cates that sanctions-based isolation is being
undermined by regional neighbors (Source,
Source).



https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260221_023000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260221_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260221_073000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260221_063000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260221_193000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260221_020000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260221_140000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260221_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260221_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260221_113000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260221_030000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260221_143000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260221_023000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260221_060000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260221_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260221_020000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260221_073000

* For Private Sector/Investors: The new 1-
to-5-year residency permits for foreign in-
vestors signal an opening for capital in the
mining and construction sectors. However,
the use of "price control commissions" indi-
cates a high risk of state intervention in pri-
vate markets, which could lead to arbitrary
enforcement or "price ceilings" that under-
mine profitability (Source, Source).

* For Security/Risk Managers: The seismic
activity in Panjshir and the IEA's request
for international mine-clearing assistance
(claiming 10 square Kkilometers were
cleared but much remains) indicate that the
physical operating
Afghanistan remains high-risk for foreign
staff and infrastructure projects (Source,
Source).
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ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest ex-
periment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the Inter-
net Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine yester-
day's coverage from each television news
channel to tease out the overarching themes
and trends of its news coverage into a richly
annotated thematic analysis. Each high-level
insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify rel-
evant stories and coverage they might not oth-
erwise have encountered and uncover connec-
tions, emphases and narrative shifts that en-
able more comprehensive reporting and deep-
er, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated us-
ing Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.]leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet Ar-
chive's TV News Archive at https://ar-

chive.org/details/tv.
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