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GLOBAL FRAGTURES & CONSOLIDATION:

A REPORT ON ERRATIC US POLICY, EUROPEAN DIVISION, AND RUSSIAN GAINS

FRACTURED WEST: CONSOLIDATED EAST:
ERRATIC POLICY & INTERNAL CONFLICT

FRONTLINE GAINS & INFORMATION CONTROL

RELENTLESS SYSTEMIC PROGRESS

Trump's Tariff “Plan B" bypasses Supreme Russian forces liberate 8 settlements, securing
Court, triggers domestic qu.al battles & rear for advance towards Slavyansk/
international backlash (e.g., Illinois lawsuit). )| Kramatorsk. Framed as unstoppable.
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HUNGARY  SLOVAKIA UKRAINELOAN |, FSB WARNING: MILITARY
—a ™ "UNRELIABLE" ~ MESSENGERS

KYIV POWER
DRUZHBA PIPELINE THREAT

Hungary & Slovakia block Ukraine aid over ¢ FINANCIAL
energy trangit |t;lisputes. “Druzhba” pipeline S?S\%ﬁl{:ﬁﬁ(}méfr ANTI-FRAUD ACT
weaponized, threatening transit paralysis. i
" el PARY ~ (“DROPPER” LAWS)
FSB declares Telegram compromised, pushing
military to state-controlled channels. New
laws boost social benefits & tighten financial
regulations.

TREND: END OF FORESIGHT: IMPLICATION: LONG-TERM SHIFT:
DIGITAL NEUTRALITY & SHORT-TERM VOLATILITY POLICY & PRIVATE INFRASTRUCTURE &
WEAPONIZED TRANSIT &AID DELAYS SECTOR RISKS NARRATIVE
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Digital platforms viewed as | | US legal challenges surge; NATO divergence °"| Pgrfmanent E“mp'f.?l" energy
intelligence tools; energy EU aid likely downsized or energy security; supply infrastructure shifts away

transit becomes primary delayed indefinitely. chair'] inflation from US from Ukraine; Russia
statecraft weapon. tariffs; energy volatility in reconstructs narrative

Danube region. through historical framing.
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ERRATIC US TRADE POLICY AND
DEEPENING EUROPEAN
FRACTURES CONTRAST WITH
RUSSIAN FRONTLINE GAINS AND
INFORMATION SECURITY SHIFTS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 21, 2026, was defined by a sharp es-
calation in global trade tensions following U.S.
President Donald Trump's decision to bypass
a Supreme Court ruling by immediately imple-
menting a new 10-15% global import tariff.
This "Plan B" has triggered immediate back-
lash from domestic U.S. governors and inter-
national trading partners, further destabiliz-
ing global financial markets. Simultaneously,
the European Union's unified front against
Russia is showing significant structural dam-
age as Hungary and Slovakia leverage energy
transit disputes to block critical financial aid
to Ukraine. This intra-European conflict over
the "Druzhba" pipeline suggests a shift where
national energy security is beginning to out-
weigh collective geopolitical alignment with
Kyiv (Source, Source, Source).

In Russia, the domestic narrative focuses on
stability and incremental military success. The
liberation of Karpovka and seven other settle-

ments within a week is framed as a "relent-
less, systemic process" that the West cannot
stop. This is reinforced by high-profile domes-
tic legislation aimed at expanding social bene-
fits for large families and tightening financial
regulations against "dropper" fraud. Of strate-
gic importance is the FSB's public warning re-
garding the use of Telegram in combat zones,
signaling a major move toward forcing mili-
tary personnel and potentially the broader
public onto state-controlled "military messen-
gers" due to perceived surveillance by West-
ern intelligence agencies (Source, Source,
Source).

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Trump’s Global Trade Escalation: Fol-
lowing a Supreme Court ruling that
deemed his previous import duties illegal,
President Trump signed an executive order
for a new 10-15% tariff on all imports, ef-
fective February 24 for a period of 150
days. The move excludes energy, food, and
specific neighbors (Canada/Mexico) but has
already led to internal litigation threats
from states like Illinois (Source, Source,
Source).

* European Aid Paralysis: Hungary and
Slovakia have formed a bloc to stop a 90-
billion-euro EU loan to Ukraine. The block-
ade is contingent on Kyiv resuming oil tran-
sit through the "Druzhba" pipeline. Hun-
gary explicitly accused Ukraine of "black-
mail" coordinated with Brussels to influ-
ence upcoming Hungarian
(Source, Source, Source).
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* Liberation of Karpovka & Settlements:
Russian forces reportedly released eight
settlements over the past week, including
the strategically significant Karpovka in the
DKR. This is presented as securing the rear
for the Western grouping’s advance toward
Slavyansk and Kramatorsk (Source, Source,
Source).

FSB Telegram Security Directive: The
FSB issued an official warning that Tele-
gram is "unreliable" and provides Western/
Ukrainian services access to military com-
munications. The agency linked the app to
extremist threats and urged immediate
transitions to domestic military-grade com-
munication platforms (Source, Source,
Source).

U.S.-Iran Tensions & Sofia Airbase
Buildup: Reports indicate a significant
buildup of U.S. Air Force assets at Sofia Air-
port in Bulgaria. Speculation regarding a
U.S. strike on Iran is intensifying, with EU
countries (Sweden, Poland, Germany) urg-
ing citizens to flee Iranian territory immedi-
ately (Source, Source).

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

* Geopolitics: The narrative is increasingly
framed around the "historical betrayal" of
Russia by European neighbors. A major
state documentary highlighted how coun-
tries currently opposing Russia (Hungary,
Romania, Bulgaria) were Hitler’'s allies,
drawing a direct line to the 20th sanctions
package currently stalled in Brussels
(Source, Source).

Energy Security: The "Druzhba" pipeline
has become a primary tool of statecraft.
Slovakia’s threat to cut off electricity to
Kyiv if oil transit does not resume by Mon-
day represents a critical escalation in ener-
gy-based diplomacy between ostensibly al-
lied states (Source, Source).

Legislation:

o Social Support Act: Signed by Putin,
allowing large families to keep benefits
even if their per-capita income exceeds
the subsistence level by 10% (Source,
Source).

o Financial Anti-Fraud Act: Targeted at
"dropperstvo" (money muling), this law
creates new barriers for opening dummy
electronic wallets (Source, Source).

o Gambling Regulation: New rules re-

quiring gambling advertisements to
warn about the risks of addiction
(Source, Source).

International Relations: Despite diplo-
matic hurdles, the U.S. administration (via
Trump’s global partnership representative)
has reportedly expressed support for the
return of Russian athletes to the 2028 Los
Angeles Olympics under their own flag and
anthem, a point of extreme friction with the
Baltic states and Czechia (Source, Source).

Critical Infrastructure: Extreme weather
has immobilized the Finnish Gulf, forcing
the deployment of the atomic icebreaker
Sibir to rescue dozens of ships trapped in
40cm-thick ice. This highlights the vulnera-
bility of Baltic maritime logistics to the on-
going ‘"extreme frost" (Source, Source,
Source).
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* Elite Politics: The British government is
reportedly consulting the Commonwealth
on a law to remove Prince Andrew from the
line of succession due to his associations
with Jeffrey Epstein and new allegations in-
volving the physical assault of a minor
(Source, Source, Source).

LEGISLATION/POLICY

President Putin signed a trio of laws focused
on social stability and financial security, while
the U.S. executive branch engaged in a high-
stakes constitutional confrontation over trade
authority. In Europe, the primary policy de-
bate centers on the 20th sanctions package
and the legitimacy of blocking aid to Ukraine
over Dbilateral energy disputes (Source,
Source).

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Subsistence Income Margin Adjust-
ment: New law allows large families to
maintain state assistance even if their in-
come slightly exceeds the poverty line (up
to 10%) (Source).

* Electronic Wallet Restrictions: New poli-
cy aimed at curtailing the creation of
anonymous or "proxy" accounts used for
laundering stolen funds (Source).

* U.S. 15% Global Tariff Executive Order:
A new trade policy intended to bypass leg-
islative and judicial restrictions on "emer-
gency" trade powers (Source, Source).

* 20th EU Sanctions Package: Currently
under negotiation; faces opposition from
Greece, Malta, Italy, and Hungary regard-
ing maritime oil transport (Source, Source).

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Trump Press Conference (Trade War):
The President lambasted the Supreme
Court as a "shame" and "under foreign in-
fluence," asserting he could "destroy a
country" or "impose an embargo" but was
being blocked from collecting a single dol-
lar in tariffs (Source, Source).

* Szijjarto Briefing (Energy): The Hungari-
an Foreign Minister stated that Ukraine
will not see a "single cent" of the 90bn loan
until the Druzhba oil flow is restored
(Source, Source, Source).

* Pistorius & Pollard Joint Briefing: De-
fense ministers from the UK and Germany
attempted to project NATO unity in the face
of Russian advances, though they avoided
confirming specifics on military readiness
(Source, Source).

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

* The End of Digital Neutrality: The FSB's
condemnation of Telegram marks a termi-
nal point for the app's semi-protected sta-
tus in Russia. By declaring the platform a
tool for Western intelligence, the state is
preparing for a full migration of the mili-
tary-industrial complex and the armed
forces to sovereign encrypted channels.
This move likely precedes a broader domes-
tic crackdown on Telegram usage if it con-
tinues to be used for unmonitored commu-
nication (Source, Source, Source).
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* Weaponization of Transit: Oil transit has
evolved from a commercial arrangement
into a definitive weapon of European re-
gional politics. Ukraine’s attempt to use
"Druzhba" as leverage against "disloyal" EU
states (Hungary/Slovakia) has backfired,
creating a "transit paralysis" where EU
members are now threatening to cut off
Kyiv’s power grid. This highlights a fractur-
ing of the "pro-Ukraine" consensus in favor
of national survival (Source, Source).

Narrative Reconstruction through His-
torical Framing: State media is aggres-
sively using WWII-era parallels to explain
the current conflict. By depicting the cur-
rent 20th sanctions package as a continua-
tion of "Hitler's crusade," the government
is successfully externalizing all economic
hardship as a defensive struggle against a
recurring fascist threat, thereby reinforcing
domestic social cohesion (Source, Source).

e Medium Term (1-6 Months): The 90-bil-

lion-euro aid package for Ukraine will likely
be downsized or delayed indefinitely as the
Hungary-Slovakia-Kyiv deadlock deepens.
Russia will continue to consolidate the new-
ly released "sanitary zone" settlements, us-
ing them as staging grounds for a summer
offensive toward major urban centers like
Slavyansk (Source, Source).

Long Term (1-5 Years): A permanent shift
in European energy infrastructure is likely,
with Hungary and Slovakia seeking alterna-
tive long-term routes that bypass Ukrainian
territory. The normalization of Russian
sports participation in the 2028 Olympics
may signal a broader diplomatic "re-entry"
strategy by the U.S. administration, signifi-
cantly at odds with EU policy (Source,
Source).

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

* U.S. Executive Volatility: Trump's con-

frontation with his own Supreme Court and
his threats to "destroy trade" indicate a
high-risk phase of U.S. governance. This
volatility is being used by Russian state me-
dia to project an image of Western collapse,
contrasting it with the "systemic and
HeyMonuMbIH" (unrelenting) progress of the
Russian military (Source, Source).

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

* Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a surge
in legal challenges within the U.S. as states
like Illinois sue the federal government
over tariff policies. In the SVO zone, mili-
tary personnel will likely face mandatory
deletion of Telegram from personal and offi-
cial devices. Slovakia may follow through
on its threat to cut electricity to Ukraine by
February 23 if oil transit does not resume
(Source, Source, Source).

* For International Policy:

o NATO members must address the grow-
ing divergence between Eastern Euro-
pean security interests and the energy-
dependency needs of Central European
members (Hungary/Slovakia) before aid
mechanisms collapse entirely (Source).

o Diplomatic channels should prepare for a
period of extreme U.S. trade protection-
ism that ignores previous bilateral agree-
ments and judicial oversight (Source).

o International intelligence services should
re-evaluate the utility of Telegram for
field intelligence given the heightened
Russian focus on its forensic exploitation
(Source).
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* For Private Sector/Investors:

o Supply Chain Risk: The 15% U.S. tariff
"Plan B" creates an immediate inflation-
ary risk for any sector relying on global
components, particularly electronics and
advanced manufacturing (Source).

o Energy Volatility: The potential shut-
down of electricity and oil transit be-
tween Central Europe and Ukraine cre-
ates a high-risk environment for industri-
al operations in the Danube region
(Source).

o Regulatory Compliance: Russian-
based financial entities must ensure
compliance with new "dropper" fraud
regulations or risk immediate account
freezing and loss of license (Source).

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest ex-
periment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the Inter-
net Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine yester-
day's coverage from each television news
channel to tease out the overarching themes
and trends of its news coverage into a richly
annotated thematic analysis. Each high-level
insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify rel-
evant stories and coverage they might not oth-
erwise have encountered and uncover connec-
tions, emphases and narrative shifts that en-
able more comprehensive reporting and deep-
er, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated us-
ing Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet Ar-
chive's TV News Archive at https://ar-

chive.org/details/tv.
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