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TRUMP COUNTER-ATTACKS WITH

GLOBAL TARIFFS AS VENEZUELA

NAVIGATES A FRACTURED POST-
AMNESTY RECONCILIATION

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 21, 2026, marked a period of signifi-
cant volatility in international trade and re-
gional governance. In the United States, a
constitutional crisis over trade authority
peaked after the Supreme Court ruled Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s use of emergency pow-
ers (IEEPA) to impose tariffs was an unconsti-
tutional overreach of executive power. Trump
immediately retaliated by invoking Section
122 of the Trade Act of 1974 to impose a 10%
global tariff, effective February 24, while ex-
empting USMCA partners and CAFTA-DR na-
tions. This development creates immediate in-
stability in global supply chains, particularly
for Asian and South American exporters,
while the unresolved issue of billions in poten-
tially refundable "illegal" tariffs threatens the
US fiscal outlook. (Source, Source)

In Venezuela, the promulgation of a new
Amnesty Law has created a fragile and contro-
versial path toward national reconciliation.
While high-profile releases like Juan Pablo

Guanipa suggest a thaw in political tensions,
the law is heavily criticized by victims' groups
and human rights organizations for being ex-
clusionary, particularly toward military and
police detainees, and for failing to address
systemic issues of state repression. Simultane-
ously, Spain is leading a diplomatic effort
within the European Union to lift sanctions on
Venezuelan leaders, signaling a shift in the in-
ternational community's approach to the
regime. (Source, Source, Source, Source)

Domestic developments in Aruba highlight a
push toward modernization in critical infra-
structure and healthcare, contrasted by high-
stakes accountability measures. The island is
showcasing "HoloLens" mixed reality technol-
ogy in complex neurosurgery, positioning it-
self as a regional hub for medical innovation.
However, this progress is tempered by the on-
going criminal trial of police officers involved
in a fatal shooting, which has sparked a na-
tional conversation on police conduct and ju-
dicial oversight. Additionally, the government
continues to weigh the future of the San Nico-
las refinery, seeking to balance economic di-
versification with long-standing energy inter-
ests. (Source, Source, Source, Source,
Source)

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* U.S. Trade Authority Crisis and 10%
Global Tariff: Following a Supreme Court
ruling that declared Trump’s previous
emergency-based tariffs illegal, the admin-
istration moved to implement a 150-day
10% global tariff under Section 122. The
move targets a broad swathe of internation-
al trade but specifically excludes Mexico,
Canada, and several Central American na-
tions to preserve regional alliances while
pressuring others for new trade conces-
sions. (Source, Source)
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Venezuela Promulgates Amnesty Law
Amidst Internal Dissent: The National
Assembly approved and Delcy Rodriguez
signed a law aimed at "democratic coexis-
tence." While leading to some releases, the
law excludes crimes against humanity and
corruption, leading victims to label it a
"propagandistic" tool used as a bargaining
chip with the United States. (Source,
Source, Source)

Aruba Police Fatality Trial (Aiden Lanoy
Case): The trial of two police officers (MV
and GRD) for the fatal shooting of a young
man has entered critical stages. Testimony
revealed one officer fired 17 rounds during
a "blackout," leading to judicial skepticism
regarding police training and mental stabil-
ity under (Source, Source,
Source)

pressure.

Medical Innovation in Aruba: The Hora-
cio Oduber Hospital has successfully inte-
grated HoloLens 3D mixed reality into
brain surgery, a partnership with UMC
Utrecht intended to reduce patient trans-
fers to Colombia and elevate Aruba's medi-
(Source, Source, Source,

cal status.

Source)

Peru Leadership Stability Concerns: In-
terim President José Maria Balcazar has of-
ficially ruled out pardons for Pedro Castillo,
attempting to stabilize his administration
following a controversial election that re-
lied on right-wing votes despite his left-
wing party affiliation. (Source, Source)

Indigenous AI Governance Movement
in Colombia: The "Gaetana IA" movement
has emerged, proposing a political platform
based on artificial intelligence and
blockchain to drive parliamentary decisions
through direct community digital participa-
tion. (Source, Source)

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitics: Spain is actively lobbying the
EU to remove sanctions on Venezuela's
leadership following the Amnesty Law. This
suggests a fragmentation of Western policy
toward Venezuela, where some nations pri-
oritize engagement over continued isola-
tion. (Source, Source)

Trade: The 10% global tariff is expected to
significantly impact Brazil (coffee) and Viet-
nam (footwear/apparel). The legal uncer-
tainty regarding refunds for the "illegal"
IEEPA tariffs (estimated at $134-$200 bil-
lion) introduces significant fiscal risk to the
US Treasury. (Source)

Critical Infrastructure: Aruba is evaluat-
ing the future of the San Nicolas refinery
area through tours with Dutch parliamen-
tarians (IPKO). The goal is to determine if
the site should remain an energy hub or be
repurposed for economic diversification.
(Source, Source, Source)

Domestic Stability & Civil Unrest: In
Venezuela, relatives of political prisoners
continue hunger strikes despite the
Amnesty Law, claiming the legislation
leaves over 400 prisoners behind bars,
mostly military personnel. (Source, Source)

Al & Biosurveillance: The "Gaetana IA"
movement in Colombia represents a novel,
"anti-systemic" use of Al to conduct "veri-
fied political mandates," suggesting a po-
tential shift in how indigenous and
marginalized groups interact with tradition-
al state power. (Source, Source)

State Capacity & Corruption: Aruba’s
Minister of Education is investigating the
infrastructure and functioning of API (pro-
fessional education), indicating concerns
over state capacity to manage critical edu-
cational facilities. (Source, Source, Source)
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* Social Order: The rise of "Terians"—indi-
viduals identifying as animals—has sparked
social media controversy and minor civil
disturbances in Mexico and South America,
requiring intervention from mental health
experts to clarify that "animal identity" is
not a clinical diagnosis but a subculture.
(Source, Source, Source)

LEGISLATION/POLICY

Legislative activity today was dominated by
emergency trade proclamations in the US and
the culmination of a weeks-long negotiation
over political amnesty in Venezuela. Both indi-
cate a high reliance on executive-led legisla-
tive shifts to manage domestic crises and in-
ternational pressure.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Venezuela Amnesty Law (Ley de Am-
nistia para la Convivencia Democrati-
ca): Aimed at the 'reconciliation" of
Venezuela, the law facilitates the release of
detainees held for political motives but
specifically excludes those accused of
crimes against humanity, drugs, or corrup-
tion. (Source, Source, Source, Source,
Source, Source)

* U.S. Section 122 Proclamation: An emer-
gency trade measure imposing a 10% tariff
on all countries for 150 days, specifically
exempting USMCA and CAFTA-DR part-
ners. Intended to bypass the Supreme
Court's striking down of IEEPA-based tar-
iffs. (Source, Source)

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Aruba IPKO (Interparlementair
Koninkrijksoverleg): A series of meetings
between delegations from Aruba, Curacao,
St. Maarten, and the Netherlands to dis-
cuss mental health, economic autonomy,
and refinery infrastructure. (Source,
Source, Source, Source)

Minister Herline Cruz (Aruba) Briefing:
Addressed the state of school infrastructure
and the inventory of Papiamento as a lan-
guage of instruction. (Source, Source,
Source)

Minister Marvin Waiteras (Aruba) Press
Response: Responded to an anonymous
letter regarding ministry personnel, calling
for transparent dialogue rather than
defamation. (Source, Source, Source,
Source)

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

Executive vs. Judicial Friction: A clear
trend is emerging where executive branch-
es (US and Peru) are being curtailed by ju-
dicial bodies. The US Supreme Court's limi-
tation on Trump's trade powers and the Pe-
ruvian President's clarification on indults
show a reassertion of judicial and constitu-
tional guardrails against populist executive
actions. (Source, Source)

Strategic Use of Amnesty as Diplomacy:
The Venezuelan Amnesty Law is not merely
a domestic policy but a strategic tool to en-
tice the EU and US into lifting sanctions.
Spain's immediate response to lobby for the
removal of sanctions on Delcy Rodriguez
confirms this narrative. (Source, Source)
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* Technological Sovereignty and Health-
care: Aruba’s adoption of HoloLens tech-
nology is a move toward technological
sovereignty in healthcare. By reducing re-
liance on foreign medical centers (Colom-
bia), the island is attempting to build inter-
nal state capacity while marketing itself as
an innovation hub. (Source, Source,
Source)

The Fragmentation of Social Identity:
The "Terian" movement and the indigenous
Al movement in Colombia highlight a frag-
mentation of traditional social and political
identities. People are increasingly seeking
identity outside of conventional state or hu-
man frameworks, which may lead to new
types of civil coordination or social friction.
(Source, Source)

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

* Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect extreme
volatility in global markets as the 10% US
tariff takes effect on Feb 24. Diplomatic
friction will increase between the US and
major exporters like Brazil and Vietnam. In
Venezuela, the first wave of prisoner releas-
es will likely be met with mixed public reac-
tions and further hunger strikes from those
excluded. (Source, Source)

Medium Term (1-6 Months): US courts
will be flooded with lawsuits from compa-
nies seeking refunds for the "illegal" IEEPA
tariffs. In Peru, the Balcdzar administration
will face pressure from left-wing supporters
to revisit the Castillo pardon, potentially
destabilizing the interim government.
(Source, Source)

* Long Term (1-5 Years): Aruba's invest-

ment in medical tech and energy diversifi-
cation will likely determine its economic vi-
ability post-refinery. If the Venezuelan
Amnesty leads to a sustained removal of EU
sanctions, expect a gradual reintegration of
the country into the global financial system,
though internal stability remains precari-
ous due to unresolved human rights griev-
ances. (Source, Source, Source)

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

e Monitor Section 122 Extensions: The

150-day tariff window is a critical period for
negotiations. Foreign governments should
prepare for aggressive trade demands from
the US as a condition for avoiding "perma-
nent" Section 301 tariffs. (Source)

Assess Amnesty Credibility: Human
rights monitors should scrutinize the
Venezuelan "Amnesty" to ensure it is not
used to shield perpetrators of state-spon-
sored violence from future prosecution.
(Source)

Leverage Aruba's Med-Tech Hub: Re-
gional partners should consider collabora-
tive medical research and service agree-
ments with Aruba as its surgical innovation
matures. (Source)

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Diversification: Companies

reliant on Brazil or Vietnam should immedi-
ately evaluate USMCA-based alternatives
(Mexico/Canada) to circumvent the 10%
global tariff. (Source, Source)
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* Legal Recourse for Tariffs: Importers
who paid IEEPA-based tariffs over the last
year should consult counsel regarding the
feasibility of seeking refunds following the
Supreme Court's ruling. (Source, Source)

* Risk in Peru: Investors in Peru should re-
main cautious as the interim president
faces a high risk of "vacation" or impeach-
ment if he fails to maintain the delicate bal-
ance between his left-wing base and the
right-wing legislature. (Source)

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest ex-
periment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the Inter-
net Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine yester-

day's coverage from each television news
channel to tease out the overarching themes
and trends of its news coverage into a richly
annotated thematic analysis. Each high-level
insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify rel-
evant stories and coverage they might not oth-
erwise have encountered and uncover connec-
tions, emphases and narrative shifts that en-
able more comprehensive reporting and deep-
er, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated us-
ing Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet Ar-
chive's TV News Archive at https:/ar-
hive.or ils/tv.
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