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THE NEUTRALIZATION OF EL

MENCHO AND JUDICIAL SETBACKS

FOR US PROTECTIONISM SIGNAL A

DECISIVE SHIFT IN REGIONAL

SECURITY AND ECONOMIC ORDER

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February  22,  2026,  marks  a  watershed  mo‐

ment for North American security and region‐

al geopolitics. The primary development is the

confirmed  death  of  Nemesio  Oseguera  Cer‐

vantes,  alias  "El  Mencho,"  the  founder  and

leader of the Cártel Jalisco Nueva Generación

(CJNG).  Neutralized  in  a  high-impact  opera‐

tion  by  Mexican  federal  forces  in  Tapalpa,

Jalisco, his fall represents the most significant

victory for the Mexican government's security

apparatus in years. The administration is cur‐

rently managing the immediate fallout, which

includes  localized  blockades  and  a  massive

wave of digital misinformation aimed at incit‐

ing public panic. This domestic success is be‐

ing leveraged to project an image of state ca‐

pacity  and law enforcement  professionalism,

emphasizing that the operation was executed

entirely  by  Mexican forces,  albeit  supported

by US intelligence sharing.

Simultaneously,  the  regional  landscape  is

dominated by the ongoing crisis in Venezuela

and institutional friction in the United States.

Following  the  January  3  capture  of  Nicolás

Maduro by US forces, the Venezuelan interina

government is navigating a precarious transi‐

tion involving a new Amnesty Law and the ar‐

rival of US medical aid. In the United States,

the Supreme Court’s decision to nullify Presi‐

dent  Donald Trump’s  tariff policies  has trig‐

gered  a  secondary  response  of  a  proposed

10% global  tariff,  creating a climate of  high

economic uncertainty. Despite this, Mexico re‐

mains the United States' primary trade part‐

ner, nearly surpassing China, suggesting a re‐

silient economic integration that survives po‐

litical  volatility.  The  convergence  of  these

events suggests a period of intense structural

realignment: the fragmentation of the world's

most powerful criminal organization, the judi‐

cial  tethering  of  US  protectionism,  and  the

messy dismantling of the Chavista regime.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Neutralization  of  Nemesio  Oseguera

Cervantes ("El Mencho") 

Mexican  federal  forces  (SEDENA,  CNI,

FGR) conducted a high-impact operation

in Tapalpa, Jalisco, resulting in the death

of  the  CJNG  leader  and  several  high-

ranking subordinates (Source). 

The  government  confirmed  the  use  of

military  intelligence  and  coordination

with US authorities but clarified that no

US personnel participated in the direct

action (Source). 

Authorities have activated "Code Red" in

Jalisco and neighboring states to manage

"narco-bloqueos" and prevent cartel  re‐

taliation (Source). 
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US Judicial Nullification of Trump Tar‐

iff Policies 

The US Supreme Court ruled that Presi‐

dent  Trump's  second  administration

overstepped its  authority in implement‐

ing  specific  tariff  policies  (Source, 

Source). 

In  response,  the  administration  an‐

nounced  a  proposed  10%  global  tariff,

further complicating international  trade

relations (Source, Source). 

Venezuelan  Transition  and  Amnesty

Process 

The Venezuelan National Assembly is re‐

viewing over  1,500 requests  for  liberty

under a new Amnesty Law; roughly 500

political  prisoners  have  been  released

since early January (Source, Source). 

The  US  has  begun  delivering  massive

shipments  of  medical  supplies  to

Venezuela as part of a broader restora‐

tion of diplomatic and oil-based relations

(Source). 

Death of Civil Rights Leader Jesse Jack‐

son 

The Reverend Jesse Jackson passed away

on February 17, 2026, at the age of 84,

following  a  decline  in  health  due  to

Parkinson’s disease (Source). 

Lula’s Global Diplomacy Initiative 

Brazilian  President  Luiz  Inácio  Lula  da

Silva  visited  India  to  sign  trade  agree‐

ments  and  is  scheduled  to  meet  with

Donald  Trump  in  Washington  in  early

March to advocate for a "non-Cold War"

approach to global relations (Source). 

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

State Capacity and Security 

The successful strike against CJNG lead‐

ership demonstrates a high level of inter-

agency  coordination  (SEDENA,  FGR,

CNI)  and  intelligence  processing

(Source). 

Government  messaging  is  heavily  fo‐

cused on countering "Infodemia"—misin‐

formation and AI-generated content (like

fake images of burning planes) designed

to  destabilize  the  state  during  security

crises (Source). 

International  Relations  and  Regional

Stability 

Venezuela is characterized as a "humani‐

tarian tragedy" in transition, with the US

intervening militarily to capture leader‐

ship  but  now shifting to  aid  and diplo‐

matic "normalization" (Source). 

Mexico’s  relationship  with  the  US  re‐

mains characterized by "optimistic" eco‐

nomic data (exports growth) contrasted

with high "uncertainty" regarding execu‐

tive branch policies (Source, Source). 

Domestic Stability & Social Order 

The Mexican government is aggressively

promoting the "Cartilla de los Derechos

de  las  Mujeres"  (Charter  of  Women’s

Rights),  having  distributed  27  million

copies to combat patriarchal  structures

and inform citizens of their legal protec‐

tions (Source, Source). 

Public  health  initiatives  are  focusing

heavily on hypertension, identifying it as

a  silent  epidemic  affecting  30% of  the

population,  with 61% of  those unaware

of their condition (Source, Source). 
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Legislation 

Venezuelan  Amnesty  Law  (Ley  de

Amnistía): Approved to facilitate the re‐

lease of political prisoners following the

removal  of  Nicolás  Maduro  (Source, 

Source). 

Mexican  Women’s  Rights  Charter

(Cartilla de Derechos): A policy instru‐

ment used to formalize and distribute in‐

formation on gender-based rights and in‐

stitutional obligations (Source, Source). 

US  Tariff  Policy  (Nullified): The

Supreme Court  strike-down of  adminis‐

tration trade measures (Source). 

LEGISLATION/POLICY

Legislative  activity  this  week focused on re‐

gional  reconciliation in Venezuela and social

rights in Mexico. The Venezuelan government

is using the newly minted Amnesty Law to sta‐

bilize  the  country  post-Maduro,  while  the

Mexican  executive  branch  is  utilizing  the

"Cartilla de los Derechos de las Mujeres" as a

centerpiece of its domestic social policy. In the

US, the judiciary has become the primary bat‐

tleground for trade policy.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED 

Venezuelan Amnesty Law: Facilitates the

release of  hundreds of  political  prisoners,

including  high-profile  figures  like  Juan

Pablo  Guanipa,  to  foster  national  stability

(Source, Source). 

40-Hour Work Week (Mexico): A debate

persists  between  the  Morena  proposal

(gradual implementation by 2030) and the

Movimiento  Ciudadano  proposal  (immedi‐

ate  implementation  with  two  days  off)

(Source). 

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS 

Maduro  Judicial  Proceedings  (New

York): The first hearing was held following

the  capture  of  Nicolás  Maduro  and  Cilia

Flores; the second hearing is scheduled for

March  26  on  charges  of  narco-terrorism

and cocaine importation (Source). 

Gabinete  de  Seguridad Press  Release:

Following the death of El Mencho, the secu‐

rity cabinet issued a directive for citizens to

ignore social media rumors and follow offi‐

cial channels only (Source). 

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The End of the "Mencho" Era and Car‐

tel Fragmentation 

The  neutralization  of  El  Mencho  is  not

merely a tactical win but a strategic disrup‐

tion. The CJNG’s structure—described as a

"franchise"  system  where  the  center  re‐

ceives quotas—is highly susceptible to frag‐

mentation upon the death of its charismatic

and  feared  founder.  Previous  captures  of

family members (Tony Montana, Don Rodo)

had already weakened the inner circle. The

death  of  the  "Lord  of  the  Roosters"  (El

Señor de los Gallos) likely triggers a bloody

succession war both internally and with the

"Chapitos"  faction  of  the  Sinaloa  Cartel,

who have recently seen their own alliances

shift.  The  government’s  move  to  preemp‐

tively deploy the National Guard indicates

an  expectation  of  prolonged  instability  in

the Bajío region (Source).
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Judicial  Resistance  to  Economic  Pop‐

ulism 

In the United States, the Supreme Court's

intervention against Trump's tariffs reveals

a deepening institutional rift. The adminis‐

tration's  immediate pivot  to  a  10% global

tariff  suggests  a  move  toward  "scorched

earth"  trade  policy  where  the  executive

seeks  to  bypass  specific  judicial  limits

through  broader,  more  aggressive  man‐

dates.  This  creates  a  "decoupling"  effect

where trade volumes remain high (Mexico-

US)  but  the  regulatory  environment  be‐

comes  increasingly  volatile  and  unpre‐

dictable (Source, Source).

Information  Warfare  and  AI  Misinfor‐

mation 

A  significant  theme  of  the  day  was  the

struggle  over  the  narrative.  During  the

Jalisco  operation,  coordinated misinforma‐

tion  campaigns—some  using  AI-generated

imagery of burning aircraft and fake "Code

Red"  warnings  on  WhatsApp—were  de‐

ployed to create urban psychosis. This "In‐

fodemia" is now a standard component of

high-profile criminal  actions,  used by car‐

tels or political  actors to undermine state

authority and disrupt commerce (Source).

The Health Policy Pivot 

State-aligned media is  placing an unusual

emphasis  on  hypertension  and  geriatric

sexual health. This suggests a governance

trend toward addressing the long-term de‐

mographic challenges of  an aging popula‐

tion. By frame-shifting "elderly care" from

simple survival to "quality of life" and "pre‐

ventative  maintenance"  (addressing  the

"silent killer" of  high blood pressure),  the

state is attempting to mitigate future public

health  bankruptcies  (Source,  Source, 

Source).

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a surge in

violence in Jalisco, Michoacán, and Colima as

CJNG cells react to El Mencho's death. Suc‐

cession struggles will likely manifest in "nar‐

co-mantas"  and  increased  urban  blockades.

Markets will react to Trump’s 10% global tar‐

iff announcement with volatility in the Mexi‐

can  Peso  and  South  American  currencies

(Source, Source).

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The Venezue‐

lan interina government will face its first ma‐

jor test of legitimacy as it tries to reintegrate

released  political  prisoners  and  manage  the

"des-Chavización"  of  the  military.  US-Mexico

trade  will  likely  see  a  push  for  formalizing

nearshoring agreements to lock in status be‐

fore  further  tariff  escalations  by  the  Trump

administration (Source).

Long Term (1-5 Years): The fragmentation

of CJNG could lead to a "Pax Sinaloa" or, more

likely,  a  "Third Generation" of  smaller,  more

violent,  and  less  predictable  criminal  "mini-

cartels"  that  are  harder  to  target.  Regional

leadership may shift  toward Brazil's  Lula  as

he  attempts  to  broker  a  multi-polar  "peace"

between the US and the Global South (Source,

Source).

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

Security Strategy: International  partners

should  prepare  for  a  period  of  decentral‐

ized cartel violence. The "Kingpin Strategy"

has  succeeded in  Jalisco,  but  without  fol‐

low-up on the "franchise" nodes, the threat

will  simply mutate into localized extortion

cells (Source).
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Trade  Diplomacy: Diplomatic  missions

must focus on judicial and legislative work-

arounds to bypass the volatile US executive

trade  policy,  focusing  on  sub-national  or

treaty-based protections (Source).

Venezuelan Stabilization: Support for the

Amnesty  Law  is  critical  to  prevent  a

counter-insurgency  by  remaining  Maduro

loyalists (Source).

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Supply Chain Risk: High risk of logistics

disruptions in Western Mexico (Jalisco/Mi‐

choacán) due to potential CJNG retaliation.

Companies  should  diversify  transit  routes

away  from  Guadalajara  hubs  temporarily

(Source).

Regulatory Compliance: Investors in the

US should monitor the "10% global tariff"

proposal  closely;  its  implementation could

trigger  immediate  retaliatory  tariffs  from

Mexico and China, impacting multi-national

margin forecasts (Source).

Cybersecurity/Verification: The rise of AI-

generated misinformation during crises re‐

quires corporations to have robust "truth-

verification" protocols to protect employees

and  assets  from  false  panic-driven  shut‐

downs (Source).

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest ex‐

periment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the Inter‐

net  Archive's  TV  News  Archive,  we  apply

Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine yester‐

day's  coverage  from  each  television  news

channel to tease out the overarching themes

and trends of its news coverage into a richly

annotated thematic  analysis.  Each high-level

insight  is  connected  back  to  the  original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage, this analysis helps them identify rel‐

evant stories and coverage they might not oth‐

erwise have encountered and uncover connec‐

tions, emphases and narrative shifts that en‐

able more comprehensive reporting and deep‐

er, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated us‐

ing  Gemini  3  and  may  include  errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet  Ar‐

chive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://ar‐

chive.org/details/tv.
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