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VENEZUELA NAVIGATES A

STRATEGIC TRANSITION MARKED

BY ENERGY RE-ENGAGEMENT,

DIPLOMATIC REALIGNMENT, AND

THE DEATH OF A CULTURAL ICON

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The reporting from February 22, 2026, depicts

a Venezuelan state in the midst of an aggres‐

sive pivot toward international re-integration

and economic pragmatism. Under the leader‐

ship of Interim President Delcy Rodríguez,

the  administration  is  leveraging  a  new

"Amnesty  Law"  to  release  over  1,500  de‐

tainees,  a  move coupled with the formal  re‐

opening of diplomatic missions between Cara‐

cas and Washington. This diplomatic thaw is

intrinsically  linked  to  energy  security;  the

Spanish multinational Repsol has announced

a 50% production increase in  Venezuela fol‐

lowing  US  Treasury  (OFAC)  license  relax‐

ations. The state narrative is shifting from rev‐

olutionary  rhetoric  to  a  "productive  and hu‐

man"  economic  model,  as  emphasized  by

Fedecámaras leadership, though tensions re‐

main regarding the US renewal  of  "national

emergency" status for the country.

Internationally,  the  landscape  is  defined  by

high-stakes security and technological shifts.

The killing of Nemesio Oceguera Cervantes

("El  Mencho"),  leader  of  the  Jalisco  New

Generation Cartel (CJNG), in a joint US-Mexi‐

co operation has triggered widespread "nar‐

cobloqueos"  across  Mexico,  indicating a  sig‐

nificant  but  volatile  blow  to  regional  orga‐

nized  crime.  Simultaneously,  the  signing  of

the Delhi Declaration on Artificial Intelli‐

gence by 88 nations signals an urgent global

effort to establish ethical guardrails before AI

reaches  "superintelligence,"  projected within

24 months. Domestically, Venezuelan media is

also highlighting social friction, specifically fo‐

cusing on the "Therian" movement as a symp‐

tom of "postmodern" psychological crisis, sug‐

gesting a state interest in maintaining tradi‐

tional social order during this period of politi‐

cal transition.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Death of Salsa Legend Willy Colón 

William Anthony Colón ("The Bad Boy of

the Bronx") died at age 75 in New York

following respiratory complications. 

His death has prompted a regional out‐

pouring of grief,  with tributes from fig‐

ures  like  Rubén  Blades,  Oscar  D'León,

and Bad Bunny. 

The government of Puerto Rico officially

designated  him  a  "Referente  Eterno"

(Eternal  Reference).  (Source,  Source, 

Source, Source)

• 

◦ 

◦ 

◦ 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=GLOBOVISION_20260222_113000_Entre_noticias
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=GLOBOVISION_20260222_133000_Noticias_Globovision
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=GLOBOVISION_20260222_160000_Noticias_Globovision
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=GLOBOVISION_20260222_220000_Noticias_Globovision


Venezuelan  Energy  Expansion  and

Diplomatic Thaw 

Spanish firm Repsol is projecting a 50%

increase  in  crude  oil  production  in

Venezuela over the next 12 months, facil‐

itated by the US OFAC License 48. 

Interim  President  Delcy  Rodríguez  met

with Colombian Energy Minister  Edwin

Palma to deepen bilateral energy agen‐

das. 

Formal diplomatic relations with the US

are  being  restored,  with  Laura  Dogu

leading the US mission in Caracas and

Felix  Plasencia  appointed  as  the

Venezuelan  representative  in  Washing‐

ton. (Source, Source, Source, Source)

Amnesty Law Execution and Red Cross

Reforms 

The government is processing 1,557 re‐

quests for release under the newly pro‐

mulgated  Amnesty  Law;  379  measures

were executed over the weekend. 

The National Assembly is fast-tracking a

new Red Cross Law to integrate the in‐

stitution into the national  risk manage‐

ment  system  while  maintaining  its  hu‐

manitarian  role.  (Source,  Source, 

Source, Source, Source)

Killing of "El Mencho" in Mexico 

Nemesio Oceguera Cervantes, leader of

the CJNG, was killed during an operation

by  Mexican  federal  forces  in  Tapalpa,

Jalisco, with confirmed US collaboration.

The  event  triggered  violent  retaliatory

blockades  and  vehicle  burnings  across

multiple Mexican states, including Jalis‐

co, Michoacán, and Tamaulipas. (Source,

Source)

Delhi  Declaration  on  Artificial  Intelli‐

gence 

88  countries  signed  a  landmark  agree‐

ment in India to establish a global ethi‐

cal framework for AI. 

The agreement includes a "plan of con‐

tingency"  for  labor  displacement  and a

"democratization charter" to ensure de‐

veloping nations can access AI hardware

(chips)  at  fair  prices.  (Source,  Source, 

Source)

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitics and International Relations 

US-Venezuela  Tension: Despite  the

diplomatic thaw, the Venezuelan Foreign

Ministry officially rejected the US renew‐

al  of  the 2015 executive order labeling

Venezuela an "unusual threat." (Source, 

Source, Source) 

Trump’s Global Trade Policy: Reports

indicate US President Trump is planning

an official visit to China (March 31-April

2)  and  has  announced  immediate  in‐

creases in global tariffs. (Source, Source,

Source) 

Chile-US Friction: The US imposed visa

restrictions  on  Chilean  transport  and

telecommunications officials over a sub‐

sea fiber optic cable project connecting

Chile to China. (Source)
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Economic  Statecraft  and  Investment

Climate 

Fedecámaras  Outlook: President  Fe‐

lipe Capozolo emphasized a shift toward

a "productive culture" over "rentierism,"

calling  for  the  desubsidization  and  de‐

spoliticization  of  the  oil  industry.

(Source, Source, Source) 

Export Vocations: The state of Táchira

is seeking to establish a "Binational Eco‐

nomic Zone" with Colombia to formalize

and  digitize  export  processes.  (Source, 

Source)

Domestic Stability and Social Order 

Communal  Consultation: A  national

"Popular  Consultation"  is  scheduled  for

March 8, 2026, where citizens will vote

on 36,416 community-led infrastructure

and  service  projects.  (Source,  Source, 

Source, Source, Source) 

Therian  Phenomenon: Psychologists

and social commentators are framing the

"Therian"  movement  (individuals  identi‐

fying as animals) as a threat to "human

species" norms and a byproduct of "post‐

modern  truth  subjectivity."  (Source, 

Source, Source, Source)

Legislation 

Ley de Amnistía (Amnesty Law): Pro‐

mulgated by Interim President Delcy Ro‐

dríguez  to  facilitate  political  reconcilia‐

tion. (Source, Source, Source) 

Proyecto de Ley de la Cruz Roja (Red

Cross Law): Legislative proposal to re‐

define the Red Cross as an auxiliary or‐

gan  of  public  power.  (Source,  Source, 

Source) 

Ley de Hidrocarburos (Hydrocarbons

Law): Reform backed by 94% of the pop‐

ulation  to  allow  for  increased  private

participation. (Source, Source) 

Ley de Terapias Alternativas: Discus‐

sion initiated in Aragua to regulate holis‐

tic  and  traditional  medicine.  (Source, 

Source)

LEGISLATION/POLICY

Governance in early 2026 is characterized by

a  rapid  legislative  effort  to  stabilize  the  do‐

mestic political environment while simultane‐

ously opening the economy to foreign capital.

The "Amnesty Law" serves as the primary tool

for  reducing  political  friction,  while  the  re‐

form of the "Hydrocarbons Law" provides the

legal framework for the return of multination‐

al  energy  firms.  The  administration  is  also

seeking  to  tighter  control  over  non-govern‐

mental structures, such as the Red Cross, by

bringing  them  under  state-monitored  legal

umbrellas.
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BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Amnesty Law: Provides a pathway for the

release of political detainees and individu‐

als involved in post-electoral unrest. Propo‐

nents argue it is necessary for "reconcilia‐

tion," while critics observe it selectively ex‐

cludes  certain  categories  of  crimes.

(Source, Source, Source) 

Red Cross Law: Establishes the Red Cross

as a formal "auxiliary organ" to the state in

humanitarian  matters,  specifically  during

natural  disasters and the "Vuelta a la  Pa‐

tria" repatriation flights. It seeks to ensure

"coordination  without  politicization."

(Source, Source) 

Hydrocarbons Law Reform: Broadens the

scope  for  private  investment  and  opera‐

tional control in the oil sector, aiming to re‐

verse  the  production  declines  of  the  past

decade. (Source, Source) 

Equality  Law  for  Women: Regional  de‐

bates in Aragua focusing on socio-economic

rights and protections for female workers.

(Source)

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

National Popular Consultation Presser:

Minister  of  Communes  Ángel  Prado  an‐

nounced the start of the campaign for the

March 8 vote, emphasizing 36,416 commu‐

nity projects. (Source, Source) 

Fedecámaras "Analysis Situational" In‐

terview: President Felipe Capozolo laid out

a  "National  Investment  and  Employment

Plan"  focusing  on  technology  access  and

export-led growth. (Source, Source) 

Munich Security Conference: US Secre‐

tary of State Marco Rubio’s speech was an‐

alyzed for its focus on reassuring European

allies  while  maintaining  a  "sovereignist"

Trump-era vision. (Source, Source)

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

Pragmatic  Transition  vs.  Ideological

Purity 

The transcripts reveal a "Presidenta En‐

cargada" (Delcy Rodríguez) who is over‐

seeing  a  transition  from the  confronta‐

tional "Bolivarian" era to a period of "sta‐

bilization." 

The  private  sector,  represented  by

Fedecámaras,  is  now a favored partner

rather  than  an  adversary.  The  goal  is

"wealth generation" and "social mobility"

through  private  enterprise,  a  stark  de‐

parture  from  previous  state-led  collec‐

tivization models. 

However,  the  state  still  uses  the  lan‐

guage  of  "revolution"  at  the  communal

level  to  maintain  its  base,  creating  a

dual-track governance style: capitalist at

the  top,  communal  at  the  bottom.

(Source, Source, Source, Source)

Energy as Diplomatic Currency 

Oil production is no longer just an eco‐

nomic goal but a diplomatic tool. The re‐

turn of Repsol and the presence of the

US Secretary of Energy in Caracas sug‐

gest  that  the  global  need  for  non-Rus‐

sian/non-Middle Eastern oil is overriding

previous  human  rights  or  democratic

concerns  in  the  US-Venezuela  relation‐

ship. 

Venezuela is repositioning itself as a "re‐

liable" supplier in a volatile global mar‐

ket, using its reserves to leverage the re‐

moval  of  sanctions.  (Source,  Source, 

Source)
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Postmodern  Identity  and  State  Reac‐

tion 

A significant amount of airtime was giv‐

en to the "Therian" movement and "Hob‐

by Doggy" trends. State media and psy‐

chologists are framing these as signs of a

"collapsing society" and "mental illness." 

This focus serves as a "moral panic" that

allows the state to reassert its role as the

guardian of traditional values and sanity,

potentially as a distraction from the com‐

plex political compromises of the transi‐

tion  period.  (Source,  Source,  Source, 

Source)

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): 

Security  Volatility  in  Mexico: Expect  a

surge in  violence and inter-cartel  warfare

following  the  death  of  "El  Mencho."  The

vacuum left  by  CJNG will  likely  trigger  a

bloody transition in Jalisco and surrounding

states. (Source, Source) 

Amnesty Backlash: As political prisoners

are  released,  expect  friction  between  the

hardline  elements  of  the  Venezuelan  mili‐

tary  and  the  Rodríguez  administration’s

"reconciliation" wing. (Source, Source)

Medium Term (1-6 Months): 

Production Recovery: Venezuelan oil pro‐

duction  will  likely  breach  the  1.2  million

barrels per day mark as Repsol and poten‐

tially  Chevron/Eni  accelerate  operations

under the new licenses. (Source, Source) 

Diplomatic  Normalization: Formal  ex‐

change  of  ambassadors  between  the  US

and Venezuela will lead to the reopening of

consular services, facilitating a surge in mi‐

gration  management  and  energy  deals.

(Source)

Long Term (1-5 Years): 

AI Divergence: The Delhi Declaration will

lead to a "Two-Track" AI world—one follow‐

ing strict Western/Indian ethical guidelines

and another (likely led by Russia or certain

corporations) operating in a "Grey Zone" of

unregulated  superintelligence  develop‐

ment. (Source, Source) 

Venezuelan Transformation: If  the tran‐

sition  holds,  Venezuela  may  shift  into  a

"Vietnam  Model"—authoritarian  political

control paired with a highly open, market-

driven economy fueled by oil and regional

trade. (Source, Source)

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

Security: Intelligence  agencies  should

monitor the CJNG succession crisis; the re‐

moval of a "top-down" leader often results

in more erratic, decentralized, and violent

cell activity. (Source) 

Diplomatic: The US-Venezuela normaliza‐

tion suggests a "pragmatism first" policy in

the  second  Trump  administration.  Allies

should prepare for a US foreign policy that

prioritizes  resource  access  over  internal

democratic metrics. (Source, Source) 

Economic: The  Delhi  Declaration  implies

that future chip access for developing na‐

tions will be tied to adherence to AI ethical

frameworks. (Source)
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For Private Sector/Investors: 

Energy Opportunities: The 50% increase

in  Repsol’s  outlook  signals  that  the  "risk

floor"  for  Venezuelan oil  has  been signifi‐

cantly  lowered.  Infrastructure and service

providers  should  reassess  the  Venezuelan

market. (Source, Source) 

Supply Chain Risks: Continued "narcoblo‐

queos" in Mexico pose a high risk to land-

based logistics in the US-Mexico trade cor‐

ridor. Diversifying transit routes or increas‐

ing security for high-value cargo is advised.

(Source) 

Regulatory  Compliance: Companies  in

the AI space must begin auditing their sys‐

tems  against  the  new  Delhi  Declaration

standards,  as  88  countries  are  likely  to

move toward local codification of these eth‐

ical requirements. (Source)

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest ex‐

periment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the Inter‐

net  Archive's  TV  News  Archive,  we  apply

Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine yester‐

day's  coverage  from  each  television  news

channel to tease out the overarching themes

and trends of its news coverage into a richly

annotated thematic  analysis.  Each high-level

insight  is  connected  back  to  the  original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage, this analysis helps them identify rel‐

evant stories and coverage they might not oth‐

erwise have encountered and uncover connec‐

tions, emphases and narrative shifts that en‐

able more comprehensive reporting and deep‐

er, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated us‐

ing  Gemini  3  and  may  include  errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet  Ar‐

chive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://ar‐

chive.org/details/tv.

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T
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