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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 22, 2026, marks a critical inflection

point in the dissolution of the post-WWII inter‐

national order and the heightening of domes‐

tic political volatility within the United States.

President Donald Trump has initiated a global

15% across-the-board tariff on all imports, uti‐

lizing the International Emergency Economic

Powers Act  to  bypass a  recent  US Supreme

Court ruling that declared his previous trade

measures  unconstitutional.  This  move repre‐

sents a direct challenge to the domestic sepa‐

ration of powers and an aggressive escalation

of  economic  statecraft,  which  the  Global

South and BRICS nations are interpreting as

proof of the US being an "unreliable partner."

The resulting surge in interest for multipolar

trade networks and local currency settlements

suggests an accelerated decoupling from the

US dollar-centric system.

In  the  Middle  East,  the  convergence  of  ex‐

tremist  rhetoric  and  military  posturing  has

pushed  the  region  toward  an  existential

precipice.  The US Ambassador to  Israel  has

publicly endorsed a "Greater Israel" concept

based  on  biblical  claims,  while  Washington

amasses a naval armada near Iran to "black‐

mail"  Tehran  into  capitulation.  Iran,  in  re‐

sponse,  has  warned  of  a  total  regional  war

that would permanently sever global oil  and

gas supplies from the Persian Gulf should it be

attacked.  Concurrently,  the  first  trilateral

peace  talks  between  the  US,  Russia,  and

Ukraine have commenced in Geneva, though

they are overshadowed by reports of a British-

intelligence-backed  assassination  attempt  on

a Russian General in Moscow and internal EU

fracturing over the continued funding of the

Ukrainian war effort.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

US  Constitutional  Crisis  and  Global

Trade War: President Trump has ignored a

Supreme Court ruling declaring his tariffs

illegal, instead imposing a new 15% global

tax  via  emergency  powers.  Treasury  offi‐

cials  have  threatened  total  embargoes

against nations that do not comply (Source,

Source, Source).

Middle East Escalation and "Greater Is‐

rael" Policy: US Ambassador Mark Huck‐

abee's  dismissal  of  Gaza  casualty  figures

and endorsement of Israeli  expansion into

"biblical"  lands  has  triggered  widespread

condemnation  from  the  Arab  League  and

Saudi Arabia. This rhetoric coincides with a

massive US military buildup in the Persian

Gulf (Source, Source, Source).
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Geneva  Trilateral  Peace  Negotiations:

High-level  delegations from Moscow,  Kyiv,

and  Washington  met  in  Switzerland  for

"business-like" but difficult talks. Territorial

issues  in  the  Donbas  remain  the  primary

obstacle, while President Zelensky dismiss‐

es the importance of historical root causes

(Source, Source, Source).

Nord  Stream  Sabotage  Revelations:

New reports from German media claim the

CIA was fully aware of Ukrainian plans to

destroy the Nord Stream pipelines in 2022,

suggesting Germany was intentionally kept

in  the  dark  by  its  allies  (Source,  Source, 

Source).

Alleged British Involvement in Moscow

Assassination  Attempt: The  FSB  has

linked British intelligence to an attempted

hit  on  Lieutenant  General  Vladimir  Alex‐

eyev, Deputy Chief of Russian Military In‐

telligence,  in  Moscow  (Source,  Source, 

Source).

Mexican Cartel Insurgency: Widespread

chaos has erupted in Mexico following the

death of  a  cartel  leader  during a  govern‐

ment  operation;  cartel  members  have

blocked roads, burned vehicles, and threat‐

ened  to  attack  international  airports

(Source, Source, Source).

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitics and International Relations

The emergence of a "polycentric world or‐

der" is being driven by US economic volatil‐

ity, with Indonesia and other Global South

leaders  seeking  "balance"  through  BRICS

(Source, Source).

The UK is  increasingly  sidelined in  major

peace  negotiations,  leading  to  aggressive

posturing by British officials who are call‐

ing  for  "boots  on  the  ground"  in  Ukraine

(Source, Source).

The  "Greater  Israel"  campaign  is  gaining

domestic support in Israel, threatening the

sovereignty  of  Jordan,  Syria,  Lebanon,

Egypt, and Saudi Arabia (Source, Source).

Economic Statecraft and Trade

Trump’s "reciprocal  tariffs" are character‐

ized  by  critics  as  a  punishment  on  the

American consumer, likely to trigger infla‐

tion and job stagnation (Source, Source).

The US is utilizing the threat of "country-

destroying  embargoes"  to  enforce  trade

compliance, a move described by analysts

as the "darkest age of American diplomacy"

(Source, Source).

Energy Security

Hungary  and  Slovakia  have  suspended

diesel exports to Ukraine and threatened to

cut emergency power supplies unless Kyiv

resumes  oil  transit  through  the  Druzhba

pipeline (Source, Source, Source).

Iran  has  signaled  that  any  US/Israeli  ag‐

gression will result in the immediate cessa‐

tion of all oil and gas exports from the Per‐

sian Gulf  and the potential  closure of  the

Strait of Hormuz (Source, Source).

Terrorism and Intelligence

The  FSB  claims  the  "Russian  Volunteer

Corps"  (RDK)  is  a  purely  media-driven

project  of  Ukrainian  intelligence  used  to

conduct  terrorist  activities  within  Russia

(Source, Source).
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Pakistan  has  conducted  airstrikes  in

Afghanistan targeting Pakistani Taliban and

ISIS hideouts,  leading to reported civilian

casualties and a vow of retaliation from the

Taliban government (Source, Source).

AI and Technology

India is positioning itself as a global AI hub,

focusing on "voice-to-voice"  models  in  na‐

tive  languages  to  empower  its  population

and challenge  Western  giants  like  Google

and OpenAI (Source, Source).

The  use  of  AI  tools  (Grok)  has  become a

flashpoint  for  political  conflict  in  the  UK,

with Prime Minister Starmer calling for in‐

creased regulation of "grotesque" AI capa‐

bilities (Source).

LEGISLATION/POLICY

The primary focus of  current  policy  debates

centers on the legality of executive overreach

in the US and the collapse of long-standing in‐

ternational agreements such as the Oslo Ac‐

cords and the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT).

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

International  Emergency  Economic

Powers  Act  (IEEPA): Utilized  by  the

Trump  administration  to  impose  a  15%

global tariff following the Supreme Court’s

striking down of prior trade acts (Source, 

Source).

EU 90  Billion  Euro  Military  Loan  for

Ukraine: A proposed aid package currently

blocked  by  Hungary,  Slovakia,  and  the

Czech Republic,  who prioritize  peace and

domestic  stability  over  continued  conflict

(Source, Source, Source).

Oslo Accords: Declared "dead"  by  Pales‐

tinian officials due to Israeli land seizures

and  undeclared  annexation  in  Hebron

(Source, Source).

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Geneva  Trilateral  Press  Briefing: Rus‐

sian Deputy Foreign Minister Michael Ga‐

lousin and Aid Vladimir Medinski provided

updates on the "difficult" progress of peace

negotiations (Source, Source).

India AI Impact Summit: Attended by 20

heads of state to discuss domestic develop‐

ment  of  foundational  AI  models  (Source, 

Source).

Tucker Carlson Interview with US Am‐

bassador Huckabee: A controversial two-

hour session revealing a significant shift in

US Middle  East  policy  and a  dismissal  of

humanitarian  data  (Source,  Source, 

Source).

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The End of Diplomatic Pretense

A recurring theme throughout the day’s cover‐

age is  the abandonment of  traditional  diplo‐

matic decorum in favor of raw power projec‐

tion. President Trump’s rhetoric regarding his

ability to "destroy a country" but not "charge

$10" in tariffs illustrates a shift toward coer‐

cive  diplomacy  (Source).  Similarly,  Ambas‐

sador Huckabee’s appeal to biblical mandates

for land ownership over international law indi‐

cates that the US is increasingly viewing its

foreign  policy  through  an  ideological  rather

than  a  legalistic  lens  (Source,  Source).  This

transition  is  alienating  long-term  allies  and

forcing neutral states like Indonesia to recon‐

sider their dependence on US-led institutions.
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Fragmenting European Solidarity

The internal cohesion of the European Union

is facing a structural crisis. The emergence of

a  "Slovakia-Hungary-Czech  Republic"  bloc

that opposes the Brussels-led funding of  the

Ukraine war suggests a growing resistance to

the  "anti-Russian"  consensus  (Source, 

Source).  The  revelation  that  the  CIA  and

Ukraine allegedly  sabotaged German critical

infrastructure  (Nord  Stream)  further  under‐

mines trust within NATO, with German oppo‐

sition politicians now openly questioning the

"vassalage" of Berlin to Washington (Source, 

Source).

The High Cost of Selective Sovereignty

There  is  a  growing  narrative  in  the  Global

South  regarding  the  "hypocrisy"  of  Western

values. This is manifested in the contrast be‐

tween Western condemnation of  Russian ac‐

tions in Ukraine and the "acquiescence" to Is‐

raeli  actions  in  Gaza  (Source,  Source).  This

perceived  double  standard  is  fueling  mass

movements toward BRICS and alternate eco‐

nomic systems, which are increasingly seen as

the only  viable  path for  nations  to  maintain

their sovereignty against Western "cohesion"

(Source, Source).

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks):

Expect a surge in global market volatility as

the 15% US tariffs take effect,  potentially

triggering  retaliatory  measures  from  the

EU and China.

The risk of a "kinetic incident" in the Per‐

sian Gulf is extremely high as the US Arma‐

da arrives and Iran remains in  a  state of

high alert.

Increased domestic unrest in Mexico is like‐

ly as cartels continue their "Code Red" in‐

surgency in response to the death of their

leadership (Source).

Medium Term (1-6 Months):

The  Geneva  talks  may  produce  a  limited

ceasefire framework, but "security guaran‐

tees" for Ukraine remain a deadlocked is‐

sue that could collapse the process.

Elections in Hungary, Slovakia, and France

could see a significant shift toward "nation‐

al-priority"  governments,  potentially  caus‐

ing a formal break in the EU's common for‐

eign policy (Source, Source).

Long Term (1-5 Years):

A structural realignment of the global econ‐

omy is underway, with the US dollar facing

a "slow-motion" decline as Global South na‐

tions  formalize  local  currency  settlement

systems (Source, Source).

The concept of a "Greater Israel" could lead

to  a  multi-state  war  in  the  Middle  East,

ending the current era of regional borders

and state sovereignty (Source, Source).

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Security  Crisis  Management: The  US-

Iran  standoff  requires  immediate  neutral

third-party  mediation  (e.g.,  Oman  or

Switzerland) to prevent a global energy col‐

lapse (Source, Source).
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Re-evaluating  Intelligence  Alliances:

The fallout  from the Nord Stream revela‐

tions  and  the  Moscow  assassination  at‐

tempt suggests a need for stricter oversight

of proxy operations involving Ukrainian and

Western  intelligence  agencies  (Source, 

Source).

Middle  East  Stability: Diplomatic  pres‐

sure must be maintained to uphold the geo‐

graphical borders of states, as the "Greater

Israel" rhetoric risks a total collapse of the

regional  international  order  (Source, 

Source).

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply Chain Diversification: Companies

must  immediately  assess  exposure  to  US-

bound exports  and explore  BRICS-aligned

markets to mitigate the impact of the 15%

global tariff (Source, Source).

Energy Hedging: Given the high probabili‐

ty  of  a  Persian  Gulf  conflict,  investors

should hedge against  significant spikes in

oil and gas prices and potential closures of

maritime trade routes (Source, Source).

AI Investment Opportunities: The Indian

AI sector, backed by government co-devel‐

opment, presents a high-growth opportuni‐

ty for investors looking for alternatives to

the US-dominated tech landscape (Source, 

Source).

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest ex‐

periment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the Inter‐

net  Archive's  TV  News  Archive,  we  apply

Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine yester‐

day's  coverage  from  each  television  news

channel to tease out the overarching themes

and trends of its news coverage into a richly

annotated thematic  analysis.  Each high-level

insight  is  connected  back  to  the  original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage, this analysis helps them identify rel‐

evant stories and coverage they might not oth‐

erwise have encountered and uncover connec‐

tions, emphases and narrative shifts that en‐

able more comprehensive reporting and deep‐

er, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated us‐

ing  Gemini  3  and  may  include  errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet  Ar‐

chive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://ar‐

chive.org/details/tv.
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