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POLISH GOVERNANCE PARALYZED

BY JUDICIAL ESCALATION AND

DEFENSE FUNDING DEADLOCKS

AMIDST RUSSIAN-LINKED

TERRORISM IN LVIV

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The reporting period of February 22, 2026, re‐

veals a Polish government grappling with pro‐

found internal fracturing and heightening ex‐

ternal  security  threats.  Domestically,  Presi‐

dent Karol Nawrocki has moved to a "totalitar‐

ian"  footing  regarding  the  judiciary,  vetoing

government reforms and proposing a counter-

bill that threatens judges with up to 10 years

in  prison  for  questioning  the  legitimacy  of

"neo-judges."  This  escalation  is  compounded

by a metadata scandal revealing that the Pres‐

ident’s  judicial  bill  was drafted or edited by

Bartosz Lewandowski, an attorney for former

Justice  Minister  Zbigniew  Ziobro,  signaling

that the "Suwerenna Polska" faction continues

to exert significant influence over the execu‐

tive  branch.  Simultaneously,  the  governing

coalition is facing the collapse of a junior part‐

ner, Poland 2050, which has split into two ri‐

val  parliamentary  clubs  amidst  "clinical  ha‐

tred" between leadership, threatening the sta‐

bility of the 15th of October Coalition.

On the international front, a sophisticated ter‐

rorist  attack  in  Lviv,  Ukraine—blamed  on  a

Russian-recruited  operative—resulted  in  the

death  of  a  policewoman  and  dozens  of  in‐

juries,  prompting Poland to scramble fighter

jets and close regional airports. This surge in

hybrid warfare coincides with a bitter debate

over the EU’s "SAFE" defense program. The

Law and Justice (PiS)  party,  led by Jarosław

Kaczyński, has executed a 180-degree turn to

oppose the €43 billion program, framing it as

"German servitude" to consolidate its nation‐

alist base and appease the re-elected Trump

administration in the U.S. This occurs as U.S.

President  Donald  Trump  initiates  an  erratic

"Peace Council" and orders a hospital ship to

Greenland despite  no  local  medical  crisis,  a

move  viewed  by  analysts  as  "chaotic  global

piracy" intended to disrupt NATO cohesion.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Russian-Linked Terrorist Attack in Lviv

and Polish Military Response 

A  dual-explosion  terrorist  attack  at  a

shoe store in Lviv killed a 23-year-old po‐

licewoman and injured 25 others. A 33-

year-old  woman  from the  Rivne  region

was arrested, allegedly acting on orders

from Russian  special  services.  (Source, 

Source, Source) 

Polish  and  allied  aircraft  were  scram‐

bled, and airports in Rzeszów and Lublin

were temporarily closed to ensure free‐

dom  of  operation  for  military  aviation

during  massed  Russian  drone  and mis‐

sile  strikes  across  Ukraine.  (Source, 

Source, Source) 
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Judicial  Warfare:  The  Nawrocki  "Ka‐

ganiec" Bill and Metadata Scandal 

President  Karol  Nawrocki  vetoed  the

government’s National Council of the Ju‐

diciary  (KRS)  reform  and  proposed  a

counter-measure  imposing 5  to  10-year

prison  sentences  for  judges  who  ques‐

tion the status of judges appointed under

the previous PiS administration. (Source,

Source) 

A political  scandal  erupted when meta‐

data in the President’s bill revealed the

author  as  Bartosz  Lewandowski,  a

lawyer for the embattled Zbigniew Zio‐

bro,  suggesting the bill  was drafted by

outside  political  interests  rather  than

non-partisan experts. (Source, Source) 

The "SAFE" Defense Program Deadlock 

The Polish Parliament approved the EU

SAFE program (providing over €43B in

defense support), but PiS and Confedera‐

tion voted against  it.  Kaczyński  has  la‐

beled it a "German boot," despite previ‐

ous support from former Defense Minis‐

ter Błaszczak. (Source, Source, Source) 

Analysts  suggest  PiS  opposes  the  pro‐

gram because its "conditionality" clause

would prevent a future PiS government

from dismantling the judiciary while re‐

ceiving funds. (Source) 

Trump’s  "Peace  Council"  and  Green‐

land Naval Diplomacy 

President  Trump  inaugurated  a  "Peace

Council"  in  Washington,  described  by

critics  as  a  "Council  of  Pokemons"  in‐

cluding autocrats  from Kazakhstan,  Be‐

larus, and Gulf states, aimed at bypass‐

ing the UN. (Source, Source) 

Trump ordered a hospital ship to Green‐

land following the medical evacuation of

a  U.S.  submariner,  a  move Greenlandic

and Danish authorities dismissed as un‐

necessary,  viewing  it  as  a  provocative

"instinct of a developer" seeking to forti‐

fy the island. (Source, Source) 

Disintegration of the Poland 2050 Party 

The  party  has  effectively  split,  with  a

group of "defectors" forming a new "Cen‐

ter" club. Leadership accused the split‐

ters  of  "clinical  hatred"  and failing  the

"test of democracy," while the defectors

claim they can no longer work under the

current regime. (Source, Source, Source)

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

International  Relations  and  Geopolitics

The Polish security strategy is  now split  be‐

tween a government seeking integration into

European  defense  structures  (SAFE)  and  a

President/Opposition aligning exclusively with

the "Trumpian" U.S. model. This has created a

"two pianos" strategy that threatens procure‐

ment  consistency.  (Source,  Source)  Mean‐

while,  Iranian  students  have  resumed  anti-

regime  protests,  as  satellite  imagery  shows

Tehran  reinforcing  nuclear  sites  in  anticipa‐

tion of potential U.S. strikes. (Source, Source)

Domestic Stability and Terrorism The Lviv

attack  marks  a  shift  toward  Russian-spon‐

sored domestic terrorism in Western Ukraine,

directly impacting Polish border security and

• 

◦ 

◦ 

• 

◦ 

◦ 

• 

◦ 

◦ 

• 

◦ 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260222_050700_Info_Poranek
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260222_204500_Panorama
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260222_123000_Serwis_info_dzien
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260222_140000_Serwis_info_dzien
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260222_083000_Woronicza_17
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260222_100000_Wydarzy_sie
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260222_164200_Sprawdzamy
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260222_185800_Pytanie_dnia
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260222_083000_Woronicza_17
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260222_185800_Pytanie_dnia
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260222_140000_Serwis_info_dzien
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260222_163500_Panorama
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260222_083000_Woronicza_17
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260222_100000_Wydarzy_sie
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260222_201500_Rozmowy_niewygodne
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260222_083000_Woronicza_17
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260222_100000_Wydarzy_sie
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260222_053000_Serwis_Info
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260222_211000_Oko_na_swiat


civil aviation. (Source, Source) Locally, Polish

police are struggling with "multi-criminality"

in  football  hooligan  groups,  which  have

evolved  into  organized  crime  syndicates  in‐

volved  in  narcotics,  human  trafficking,  and

"waste mafias." (Source)

AI and Disinformation in Statecraft Politi‐

cal parties are increasingly using AI to gener‐

ate propaganda. PiS politicians used AI-gener‐

ated graphics with language errors to attack

the SAFE program, a tactic experts say is "de‐

liberate" to increase viral spread through cor‐

rection  and  mockery.  (Source)  Similarly,

Trump’s  announcement  regarding Greenland

used AI-generated images of a hospital ship,

bypassing  official  naval  communications.

(Source)

State Capacity and Judiciary The "KRS" im‐

passe has moved from a procedural dispute to

an  existential  threat  to  the  legal  order.  The

President's  proposal  to  imprison  judges  for

their rulings could effectively force Poland to

exit  the  EU  (Polexit)  due  to  incompatibility

with  the  European  legal  order.  (Source, 

Source)

LEGISLATION/POLICY

Polish legislative activity is currently defined

by a "veto war" between the Nawrocki presi‐

dency and the Tusk government,  with major

defense,  judicial,  and  agricultural  reforms

stalled in the transition between chambers or

at the executive signing stage.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

SAFE Program Implementation  Act: A

bill  to facilitate the drawdown of €43B in

EU defense loans. Passed by Sejm and Sen‐

ate (with amendments); faces a likely presi‐

dential veto. (Source, Source) 

Presidential  Judicial  Reform  Bill: A

counter-proposal to the government’s KRS

bill. It criminalizes the questioning of "neo-

judges" and expands presidential power to

announce contests for all  court vacancies.

(Source, Source) 

Active  Farmer  Act: Recently  vetoed  by

President  Nawrocki;  intended  to  regulate

land use and subsidies. (Source, Source) 

Spatial  Planning  Reform: New  regula‐

tions taking effect June 30, 2026, requiring

municipalities to create general plans, po‐

tentially devaluing land not designated for

housing. (Source) 

Lex Szarlatan: Proposed government leg‐

islation to increase penalties for spreading

medical disinformation. (Source) 

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

PiS  Defense  Convention  (Stalowa

Wola): Jarosław  Kaczyński  attacked  the

SAFE program as "German servitude" and

hinted at a new candidate for Prime Minis‐

ter to be announced in March (likely Tobi‐

asz Bocheński or a similar "under 50" fig‐

ure). (Source, Source) 

Senate  Session  on  SAFE: Amendments

were  passed to  ensure  defense  funds  are

spent primarily in the Polish defense indus‐

try, countering opposition claims. (Source) 

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Weaponization  of  the  "German

Threat" A  recurring  theme  is  the  Law and

Justice party's total reliance on "Germanopho‐

bia" to frame all EU-integrated policy. By la‐

beling the SAFE program and judicial reforms

as "German boots," PiS is attempting to create

a nationalist litmus test for President Nawroc‐

ki. This trend suggests a strategic decision to
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prioritize  ideological  purity  over  moderniza‐

tion of the armed forces, even during an ac‐

tive war next door. (Source, Source, Source)

The Collapse of Center-Right Nuance The

split in Poland 2050 and the radicalization of

the  Nawrocki  presidency  indicate  that  the

"middle ground" in Polish politics is evaporat‐

ing. The President’s willingness to use 10-year

prison threats  against  the judiciary  marks a

shift from "obstruction" to "authoritarianism."

Political analysts now openly discuss "Polexit"

as a logical outcome of these judicial propos‐

als. (Source, Source)

AI as a Tool for Political "Agitation" The

use of AI is shifting from deepfakes to "low-

quality  agitation."  By  using  AI-generated

graphics with obvious errors, the Polish right

is  exploiting  the  "correction  algorithm"—

where the act of being debunked or mocked

by the opposition actually increases the reach

of the original message among their target au‐

dience. (Source)

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks) 

Expect mass protests in Poland if President

Nawrocki  vetoes  the  SAFE  defense  pro‐

gram,  as  military  circles  and  the  general

public view defense funding as a non-parti‐

san necessity. (Source, Source) 

Increased security measures at Polish shop‐

ping malls and public spaces following the

Lviv "copycat" threat of Russian-linked do‐

mestic terror. (Source) 

Medium Term (1-6 Months) 

The  termination  of  the  KRS term in  May

will lead to a constitutional "vacuum" if no

agreement  is  reached,  potentially  delegit‐

imizing thousands of  future court  rulings.

(Source) 

PiS will announce a "young" candidate for

Prime Minister in March, triggering an in‐

ternal  leadership  battle  between  the

"Maślarze"  (Morawiecki  faction)  and

"Harcerze"  (Macierewicz/Bocheński  fac‐

tion). (Source) 

Long Term (1-5 Years) 

The shift of global economic power toward

Asia (India and China) is discussed as an in‐

evitable  decline  of  Western  influence,  re‐

quiring Poland to rethink its "exclusive" re‐

liance on the U.S. (Source) 

The "Data Center" energy crisis will worsen

as AI demand doubles energy consumption,

forcing Poland to fast-track nuclear or high-

scale renewable projects to host Microsoft/

Microsoft-level infrastructure. (Source) 

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

Security: Allied air defense must account

for  "hybrid  terror"  in  Western  Ukraine,

which now involves recruited civilians us‐

ing IEDs rather than just missiles. (Source) 

Diplomacy: The metadata leak in the Pol‐

ish President's office suggests that foreign

diplomats should treat Presidential legisla‐

tive  initiatives  as  factional  political  docu‐

ments  rather  than  official  state  papers.

(Source) 
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Economic: EU  partners  should  expect

Poland to attempt to bypass presidential ve‐

toes on funding through "non-statutory" fi‐

nancial  vehicles  or  inter-governmental

agreements. (Source) 

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Real Estate: Urgent action is required for

landowners to secure "Conditions of Devel‐

opment"  (WZ)  before  June  30,  2026,  to

avoid massive land devaluation under new

general plan requirements. (Source) 

Defense  Industry: Despite  the  political

noise, the 139 modernizations listed in the

SAFE  program  represent  a  guaranteed

€43B market;  however,  contracts must be

signed by May 2026 to avoid losing the win‐

dow. (Source) 

Risk Management: Companies with expo‐

sure to the Polish judiciary (e.g., banks in

"Frankowicz" cases) must prepare for a to‐

tal breakdown in legal certainty if the Pres‐

ident’s  judicial  bill  or  the  KRS  stalemate

persists. (Source) 

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest ex‐

periment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the Inter‐

net  Archive's  TV  News  Archive,  we  apply

Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine yester‐

day's  coverage  from  each  television  news

channel to tease out the overarching themes

and trends of its news coverage into a richly

annotated thematic  analysis.  Each high-level

insight  is  connected  back  to  the  original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage, this analysis helps them identify rel‐

evant stories and coverage they might not oth‐

erwise have encountered and uncover connec‐

tions, emphases and narrative shifts that en‐

able more comprehensive reporting and deep‐

er, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated us‐

ing  Gemini  3  and  may  include  errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet  Ar‐

chive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://ar‐

chive.org/details/tv.
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