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GLOBAL ORDER DESTABILIZED BY

RENEWED TRADE WARFARE,

CARTEL-LED URBAN CONFLICT IN

MEXICO, AND CRIMINAL ARRESTS

OF THE UK POLITICAL ELITE.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The international  landscape on February 23,

2026,  is  characterized  by  a  convergence  of

high-stakes security and economic crises that

challenge  established  diplomatic  norms.  In

the United States,  the Trump administration

has effectively bypassed a significant Supreme

Court  defeat  regarding  emergency  tariff

powers by invoking Section 122 of the 1974

Trade Act to impose new global tariffs of 15%.

This  move  has  triggered  immediate

international  friction,  with  the  European

Parliament freezing its trade deal with the US

and  India  rescheduling  critical  negotiations.

The resulting market  volatility,  marked by a

sharp drop in the Dow Jones, reflects growing

global skepticism regarding the predictability

of US trade policy and the potential for a full-

scale trade war.

Simultaneously,  Mexico  has  descended  into

widespread  civil  unrest  following  a  military

operation  that  resulted  in  the  death  of

Nemesio "El Mencho" Oseguera, leader of the

Jalisco  New  Generation  Cartel  (CJNG).  The

cartel’s  "swift  and violent" retaliation across

at  least  eight  Mexican  states has  left  more

than 62 people dead, including 25 members of

the  National  Guard.  The  violence  has

paralyzed  major  cities  like  Guadalajara  and

trapped  thousands  of  tourists  in  coastal

resorts, highlighting the high collateral cost of

the  "kingpin  strategy"  supported  by  US

intelligence.  This  domestic  chaos  in  Mexico

coincides  with  an  assassination  attempt  on

President  Trump’s  Florida  residence,  where

Secret  Service  agents  shot  and  killed  an

armed  intruder,  Austin  T.  Martin,

underscoring  a  heightened  environment  of

political violence.

In the United Kingdom, the government faces

a  defining  crisis  as  former  US  Ambassador

Peter Mandelson was arrested on suspicion of

misconduct  in  public  office  related  to  the

Jeffrey Epstein files. This follows the arrest of

Andrew  Mountbatten-Windsor,  leading  to

unprecedented  diplomatic  pressure  from

Commonwealth  realms,  with  Australia  and

New Zealand backing plans to remove Andrew

from  the  line  of  royal  succession.  These

developments,  paired  with  President

Zelensky’s stark warning that Vladimir Putin

has  already  started  World  War  III,  paint  a

picture  of  a  world  moving  away  from

institutional  stability toward a more volatile,

fragmented reality.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The  Fall  of  El  Mencho  and  CJNG

Retaliation

Nemesio Oseguera Cervantes, known as El

Mencho,  died  in  custody  after  a  military

dawn raid in Jalisco State conducted with

US intelligence support.
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The  CJNG  launched  a  massive  "show  of

strength,"  burning  vehicles,  setting  up

roadblocks, and attacking security forces in

20 of Mexico's 32 states.

At  least  62  deaths  have  been  confirmed,

including 25 National Guard members and

30 cartel militants.

The  US  has  issued  a  shelter-in-place

warning for citizens in Mexico, as airlines

suspend  flights  to  tourist  hotspots  like

Puerto Vallarta.

Trump’s 15% Global Tariff Salvo

After  the  US  Supreme  Court  ruled  his

IEEPA-based  tariffs  illegal,  President

Trump announced a 15% global levy under

the 1974 Trade Act.

The  European  Parliament  reacted  by

pausing its trade deal with the US, citing a

need for "legal certainty."

India has rescheduled its trade delegation’s

visit to  Washington  to  evaluate  the

implications of the new tariff regime.

US markets responded negatively, with the

Dow Jones shedding over 700 points in  a

single session.

Epstein  Accountability:  The  Mandelson

and Andrew Crisis

Lord Peter Mandelson was arrested at his

London home on suspicion of misconduct in

public  office  concerning  alleged  leaks  of

sensitive info to Jeffrey Epstein.

The  UK  government  is  under  intense

pressure  to  release  "Mandelson  files"

documenting the vetting process for his US

ambassadorship.

Australia’s  PM Anthony  Albanese  and the

New  Zealand  government  have  formally

backed  removing  Andrew  Mountbatten-

Windsor from the line of succession.

The  Metropolitan  Police  search  of  Royal

Lodge  reached  its  fifth  day,  focusing  on

possessions belonging to the former prince.

Ukraine’s Four-Year Mark and Zelensky’s

WWIII Assertion

On the eve of the four-year anniversary of

the  invasion,  Zelensky  stated  Putin  has

already  triggered  World  War  III and  is

attempting to change global ways of life.

Zelensky rejected US and Russian pressure

to  cede  20%  of  Donetsk  for  a  ceasefire,

calling it a "division of society."

Official  Ukrainian  death  tolls  reached

70,000, though recovery numbers suggest

this is a significant underestimate.

Escalating US-Iran Tensions

The US ordered families of embassy staff to

leave Beirut amid rising regional risks and

a major US military buildup.

Trump warned Iran of a "very bad day" if

no  deal  is  reached  during  Geneva  talks

scheduled for Thursday.

Iran  has  vowed a  "ferocious"  response to

any US strike, as student protests continue

across Tehran and Mashhad.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

AI Policy & Digital Sovereignty

The Pentagon is in a dispute with AI startup

Anthropic over  a  $200M  contract;  the

military  seeks  "all  lawful  purposes"  use

while  Anthropic  demands  red  lines  on

autonomous weapons.

Google  DeepMind  CEO  Demis  Hassabis

called  for  urgent  research  on  AI  threats,

highlighting  risks  from  "bad  actors"  and

autonomous agent systems.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260223_220000_BBC_News_at_Ten
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260223_220000_BBC_News_at_Ten
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260223_230000_BBC_World_News_America
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260223_030000_Newsday
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260223_030000_Newsday
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260223_043000_Business_Today
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260223_163000_Business_Today
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260223_033000_Business_Today
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260223_033000_Business_Today
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260223_163000_Business_Today
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260223_170000_Verified_Live
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260223_170000_Verified_Live
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260223_203000_The_Context
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260223_230000_BBC_World_News_America
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260223_230000_BBC_World_News_America
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260223_230000_BBC_World_News_America
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260223_230000_BBC_World_News_America
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260223_180000_Signed
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260223_180000_Signed
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260223_130000_Signed
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260223_130000_Signed
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260223_130000_Signed
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260223_213000_The_Context_USA
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260223_213000_The_Context_USA
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260223_213000_The_Context_USA
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260223_120000_BBC_News_Now
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260223_023000_Business_Today
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260223_023000_Business_Today
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260223_144500_BBC_News_Now


OpenAI  disclosed  it  debated  alerting

Canadian  authorities about  mass  shooter

Jesse van Roosela months before his attack

but  decided  his  prompts  didn't  reach  the

"imminent risk" threshold.

Trade & Economic Security

The UK government warned that nothing is

off  the  table regarding  reciprocal  action

against Trump's 15% global tariff.

The  British  Chambers  of  Commerce

estimated  the  new  tariffs  will  cost  UK

businesses up to £3B annually.

Intra-African  trade  remains  stagnant  at

only  15%  of  total  volume,  hindered  by

colonial-era  infrastructure  and  high

transport costs.

Rule of Law & Lawfare

The  ICC  has  begun  presenting  evidence

against Rodrigo Duterte for alleged crimes

against humanity during his tenure in the

Philippines.

Judge Aileen Cannon permanently blocked

the release of Special Counsel Jack Smith’s

report  on  Trump’s  classified  documents

handling.

British  dual  nationals  face  a  February  25

deadline for new passport rules, requiring

Electronic  Travel  Authorizations  (ETA)  to

enter the UK on foreign passports.

Succession & Stability

The  Australian  government’s  support  for

legislation  to  remove  Andrew  from

succession signals  a  potential  shift  in  the

constitutional relationship between the UK

and Commonwealth realms.

New Zealand’s Prime Minister has aligned

with  Australia on  this  issue,  creating  a

united front among key Pacific partners.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  this  day is  dominated by

trade acts and major social policy overhauls in

the  UK.  International  bodies  are  using

administrative delays as a tool  of  diplomatic

signaling,  particularly  in  response  to  US

executive actions.

US Section 122 of the 1974 Trade Act:

Invoked by Trump to apply 15% tariffs for

150  days based  on  claimed  "balance  of

payment"  crises,  despite  economic

indicators to the contrary.

UK SEND White Paper: The government

announced  £4B  in  additional  funding to

reform special  educational  needs,  moving

toward  national  standards  and  a  2035

target for "complex need" prioritization.

Australian  Succession  Amendment:

Proposed  plan  to  remove  Andrew

Mountbatten-Windsor from  the  line  of

succession  requires  approval  from  all  15

Commonwealth realms.

UK Passport Rule Changes: New digital

border  regulations coming  into  force  on

February  25,  ending  the  use  of  foreign

passports by British dual nationals without

an ETA.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum held

a press conference praising security forces

while urging calm amid 20-state violence.

Chief  Secretary  Darren  Jones  addressed

the House of Commons, confirming the first

"Mandelson documents" will be released in

early March, excluding those under police

investigation.

AI  Impact  Summit  in  Delhi:  Features

interviews  with  Demis  Hassabis on  the

necessity of smart regulation for AI risk.
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Failure of the "Kingpin Strategy"

The death of El Mencho serves as a case study

in  the  limitations  of  the  traditional  "kingpin

strategy."  While  the  Mexican  and  US

governments  portray  the  operation  as  a

victory, analysts point out that taking out top

leaders  historically  leads  to  cartel

fragmentation and  increased  urban  warfare.

The scale of the CJNG retaliation—paralyzing

60% of the country's states—suggests that the

organization’s  horizontal  structure  allows

regional commanders to maintain operational

capacity.  This  trend  indicates  that  military

successes against individual drug lords do not

equate  to  institutional  security  and  can

actually exacerbate regional instability.

Executive Unilateralism vs.  Global  Trade

Frameworks

Trump's immediate pivot to Section 122 tariffs

after a Supreme Court defeat signals a policy

of "tariff by any means." This creates a cycle

of "herky-jerky" policy that prevents long-term

business planning. The decision by the EU and

India  to  freeze  or  delay  deals suggests  that

the  US's  trading  partners  are  no  longer

willing to accept negotiated agreements that

can be upended by executive fiat. The trend is

moving  toward  a  defensive  posture  where

trade partners wait out the 150-day legislative

windows rather  than  committing  to  new

frameworks.

The  Collapse  of  the  "Diplomatic

Whisperer" Model

The arrest of Peter Mandelson represents the

failure of the "elite fixer" model of diplomacy.

Mandelson  was  appointed  as  a  "Trump

whisperer" due  to  his  perceived  ability  to

bridge  ideological  divides.  However,  the

revelation of his longstanding links to Jeffrey

Epstein and  his  alleged  leaking  of  sensitive

data has transformed him from a diplomatic

asset into a significant political liability for PM

Starmer.  This  reflects  a  broader  trend  of

increased  scrutiny  on  the  personal

backgrounds of high-level political appointees,

where  historical  baggage  now  outweighs

current utility.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

Expect continued urban warfare in Mexico

as  internal  factions  within  the  CJNG

struggle  for  leadership,  likely  impacting

supply lines into the southern US.

The  UK  government  will  face  heightened

instability as  the  first  tranches  of

Mandelson  documents  are  released  in

March, potentially revealing further errors

in judgment by the Prime Minister.

Market  volatility  will  persist  as  the

February  23  tariff  deadline passes  and

businesses begin filing for refunds from the

previous illegal tariff regime.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

US-Iran  relations  will  reach  a  "make  or

break"  point post-Geneva  talks;  if

negotiations fail, the probability of "limited

strikes"  on  nuclear  infrastructure  is

assessed as high.

The security of  the 2026 FIFA World Cup

will  be  called  into  question  if  Mexico

cannot  demonstrate  a  return to  normality

in host cities like Guadalajara.
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Congressional  battles  will  intensify  in  the

US  over  the  150-day  expiration of  the

Section  122  tariffs,  likely  becoming  a

central  theme  of  the  November  midterm

elections.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

The potential removal of Andrew from the

royal succession may lead to a broader re-

evaluation of royal governance and the role

of the monarchy across the Commonwealth.

The  stalemate  in  Ukraine is  likely  to

continue indefinitely as both sides dig into

defensive positions, with Russia potentially

facing a manpower replenishment crisis if

losses  continue  to  exceed  35,000  per

month.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy

Security  Integration: Nations  must  re-

evaluate  the  "kingpin  strategy"  in

narcotrafficking,  shifting  toward  a  public

health and infrastructure-focused model to

avoid the catastrophic urban violence seen

in Jalisco.

Trade Resilience: EU and Commonwealth

partners should accelerate intra-bloc trade

deals to  mitigate  the  impact  of  US

executive volatility and 15% global levies.

AI Governance: Immediate establishment

of international "red line" protocols for AI

in  military  applications is  required  to

resolve the growing friction between tech

providers and defense departments.

For Private Sector/Investors

Supply Chain Diversification: Companies

reliant on US-EU or US-India trade should

diversify sourcing immediately, as the 15%

tariff  is  likely  to  face  its  own  legal

challenges, creating an unstable regulatory

environment.

Mexico  Risk  Management: Investors  in

Mexican manufacturing or  tourism should

implement extreme-level security protocols,

as the current cartel fragmentation creates

an unpredictable threat landscape.

Compliance Monitoring: UK-based firms

must monitor the misconduct investigations

of political fixers, as the Mandelson/Andrew

fallout may lead to stricter vetting and anti-

corruption  regulations  for  government-

adjacent business dealings.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends
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and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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