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THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC FACES A

CRITICAL CONVERGENCE OF

WIDESPREAD UNIVERSITY

UPRISINGS, A LOOMING US

MILITARY STRIKE DEADLINE, AND A

SYSTEMIC TRANSITION TOWARD A

RESTRICTIVE NATIONAL INTRANET.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 23, 2026, marks a pivotal moment of

instability for the Iranian government as the

40-day commemoration of  the January (Dey)

massacre  triggers  a  new,  more  aggressive

phase  of  domestic  unrest.  University

campuses  across  Tehran  and  Isfahan  have

become  centers  of  open  rebellion,

characterized  by  the  burning  of  state  flags

and a notable ideological shift among students

toward  monarchist  and  liberal  slogans.  This

domestic  pressure  coincides  with  a  high-

stakes diplomatic ultimatum from the United

States,  with  a  "final"  round  of  negotiations

scheduled  for  Thursday  in  Geneva.  The  US

has  signaled  that  a  limited  military  strike

remains on the table if Iran does not accept

"zero enrichment" terms, while Iran claims to

have  prepared  a  "win-win"  draft  that

preserves its nuclear technology.

The regime’s response to these dual  threats

has  been  a  deepening  of  its  "digital

suffocation"  strategy,  moving  beyond  simple

filtering  toward  a  white-list  internet  model

designed  to  isolate  the  population  from the

global  web  while  maintaining  domestic

services.  Simultaneously,  the state  continues

to employ heavy-handed repression, including

the detention of children and the systematic

use  of  forced  confessions.  Regionally,  the

situation is further complicated by Pakistan’s

airstrikes  into  Afghanistan,  which  have

heightened border tensions, and the ongoing

shadow of the Russia-Ukraine war as it enters

its  fifth  year,  with  Ukrainian  President

Zelensky  warning  of  further  Russian

expansionism if not checked.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Intensifying  University  Protests  and

Symbolic Defiance

Students  at  Tehran,  Alzahra,  Sharif,  and

Amirkabir  universities  launched  a  third

consecutive  day  of  protests,  openly

clashing with pro-government Basij forces

and security personnel.

Protesters at Alzahra University demanded

a  return  to  the  name  "Farah  University,"

while others at Sharif University displayed

the  Lion  and  Sun  flag  with  the  Pahlavi

crown, signaling a major ideological  pivot

in student activist circles.

Authorities  have  responded  with  bans  on

student  entry (Mamnu-al-Vorud)  and

threats  of  disciplinary  action,  though

protests  continue  to  spread  to  provincial

hubs like Isfahan and Mashhad.
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US-Iran  Nuclear  Brinkmanship  and

Military Buildup

The US has finalized its military posture in

the  region,  with  the  USS  Gerald  Ford

carrier  group moving  into  the  Eastern

Mediterranean  and  the  USS  Abraham

Lincoln stationed near the Persian Gulf.

US Representative Steve Witkoff reiterated

a  demand  for  zero  enrichment,  while

Iranian  Foreign  Minister  Abbas  Araghchi

expressed  optimism  for  a  "better  than

JCPOA"  agreement  during  upcoming

Geneva talks.

Satellite imagery confirms a massive influx

of  US  combat  aircraft,  including  F-35

stealth  fighters and  KC-135  tankers,  to

bases  in  Jordan  and  Saudi  Arabia,

indicating preparations for sustained aerial

operations.

Documenting  State  Repression  and

Collective Trauma

Human  rights  advocates  and  former

national  athletes  have  compiled  a  list  of

124  athletes  killed during  the  January

protests,  alleging  that  security  forces

targeted physically fit individuals for their

perceived leadership roles.

Medical  personnel  report  treating  nearly

1,000 eye injuries caused by security forces

using  shotguns  and  non-lethal  projectiles

during the height of the January unrest.

The  judiciary  has  confirmed  that  minors

remain  in  custody for  "criminal  acts"

related  to  the  protests,  despite

international  calls  from UNICEF for  their

immediate release.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Technology Policy & Digital Sovereignty

The  Iranian  government  is  aggressively

implementing a "National  Internet"  white-

list,  which  restricts  connectivity  to  pre-

approved  domestic  services,  making

traditional VPNs increasingly ineffective.

State-backed  entities  are  engaged  in  a

propaganda  campaign  on  Wikipedia,

uploading  over  10,000  images  to  tilt  the

digital narrative of the January protests in

favor of the government.

Civil society is countering these measures

with decentralized tools like Snowflake and

Psiphon to maintain a "bridge" to the global

internet during outages.

Geopolitical Power Dynamics

Pakistan  launched  airstrikes  in

Afghanistan's  Nangarhar  and  Paktika

provinces,  killing  at  least  18  people,  in

retaliation  for  suicide  attacks  Islamabad

blames on Afghan-based militants.

The  Taliban  government  has  warned  of  a

"measured response" to the violation of its

sovereignty,  further  destabilizing  the

eastern Iranian border region.

India  has  issued  a  travel  advisory  for  its

10,000  citizens  in  Iran,  urging  them  to

avoid  protests  and  exercise  extreme

caution,  a  move  that  often  precedes  a

perceived escalation in conflict.

Elite Politics & Leadership Dynamics

Shahزاده��زا  (Prince)  Reza  Pahlavi  met  with

prominent intellectuals and sociologists in

Paris  to  discuss  a  "transitional  charter,"

aiming  to  bridge  the  gap  between

monarchist  and  republican  opposition

factions.
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The  opposition  is  increasingly  calling  for

"humanitarian intervention" to balance the

power between the unarmed populace and

the regime’s security apparatus.

Internal regime fractures are hinted at by

Pahlavi's  direct  appeal  to  Army  (Artesh)

commanders to  separate  themselves  from

the "sinking ship" of the Islamic Republic.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The  current  legislative  and  policy

environment  is  dominated  by  the  "Zero

Enrichment"  ultimatum  and  the  regime's

efforts to codify digital control.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED

US  "Zero  Enrichment"  Policy: A

proposed  framework  requiring  Iran  to

transfer  all  enriched  material out  of  the

country  as  a  prerequisite  for  sanctions

relief.

Iran's  "Win-Win"  Draft  Agreement: A

counter-proposal  mentioned  by  Foreign

Minister Araghchi that allegedly addresses

both  sides'  concerns but  maintains

domestic enrichment capabilities.

The  "Emergency  Charter"  (Daftarche-

ye Ezterar): A political roadmap proposed

by Reza Pahlavi for the transition from the

current regime to a secular democracy.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS

Araghchi  CBS  Interview: The  Iranian

Foreign  Minister  argued  that  the  current

enrichment  technology is  an  "indigenous

achievement"  that  cannot  be  fully

dismantled.

Steve  Witkoff  Fox  News  Briefing: The

US  representative  emphasized  that  zero

enrichment is a hard red line for the Trump

administration.

Judiciary  Spokesperson  Presser:

Confirmed the ongoing detention of minors

but denied allegations of  torture,  labeling

them "propaganda."

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Symbolic Reversal of 1979

A profound  trend  in  current  protests  is  the

"symbolic reversal" of the slogans used in the

1979  Revolution.  University  students  are

repurposing  the  rhythmic  structure  of  anti-

Shah  chants  to  target  Supreme  Leader  Ali

Khamenei.  The  widespread  use  of  the  Lion

and  Sun  emblem—a  symbol  once  declared

"perished" by Ruhollah Khomeini—serves as a

potent  rejection  of  the  Islamic  Republic's

foundational identity. Analysts suggest this is

not  necessarily  a  desire  for  a  return  to

absolute monarchy but a search for a national

identity that  predates  the  current  religious

constraints.

From  Repression  to  "Digital

Sequestration"

The  regime’s  tactics  have  evolved  from

temporary internet shutdowns to a structural

"National Internet" sequestration. By creating

a "white-list"  environment,  the state aims to

make the cost of accessing the global web (via

satellite  or  sophisticated VPNs)  prohibitively

high  for  the  average  citizen.  This  creates  a

fragmented  information  landscape where

domestic  life  continues  on  state-approved

apps  while  political  dissent  is  confined  to

high-risk encrypted "islands."

The Athlete as a Political Martyr

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260223_193000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260223_193000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260223_193000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260223_083000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260223_213000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260223_213000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260223_020000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260223_020000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260223_083000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260223_083000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260223_033000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260223_033000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260223_143000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260223_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260223_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260223_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260223_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260223_000000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260223_113000


The  high  number  of  casualties  among  the

athletic community has created a new class of

political  martyrs.  In  Iranian  culture,  the

"Pahlavan"  (hero/athlete)  represents  moral

and  physical  strength.  The  killing  of  124

athletes,  including  champions  like  Masoud

Zatparvar,  has  galvanized  the  public  and

caught  the  attention  of  the  International

Olympic Committee (IOC), potentially leading

to  the  total  suspension  of  Iranian  sports  on

the  world  stage—a  move  the  opposition  is

actively lobbying for.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

The Geneva talks on Thursday will be the

decisive  trigger.  Failure  to  reach  a

"framework agreement" will likely lead to a

limited US aerial strike on IRGC command

centers  or  nuclear  facilities  within  the

following 10 days.

Internal  university  security  will  likely  be

bolstered  by  the  "Harasat"  and  Basij  to

prevent  the  burning  of  further  state

symbols before the Nowruz holiday.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

The  Iranian  economy  faces  a  potential

"hard  landing"  as  inflation  reaches  a

decade-high and  sanctions  on  the  oil-for-

security apparatus tighten.

Succession  talk  regarding  the  Supreme

Leader  may  intensify  if  military  strikes

occur,  potentially  leading  to  an  increased

role for the IRGC in direct civil governance

to maintain order.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

The  structural  shift  toward  a  "National

Internet" will either cement state control or

foster  a  sophisticated  underground  tech-

resistance  movement  that  bypasses  state

infrastructure  via  satellite  and  mesh

networks.

Regional  border  conflicts  (Pakistan-

Afghanistan)  may  force  Iran  to  redeploy

security  forces away  from urban  centers,

creating  windows  for  renewed  mass

protests.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy

Security  Architecture: Prepare  for

regional  spillover  if  a  "limited"  US  strike

leads  to  Iranian  retaliation  against

maritime  traffic  in  the  Persian  Gulf or

regional ports like Dubai.

Diplomatic  Engagement: Coordinate

with  the  IOC  and  international  sports

federations to leverage the "athlete martyr"

narrative for cultural and sporting isolation

of the regime.

Humanitarian Aid: Support initiatives for

mental  health  support and  "collective

trauma" counseling for the Iranian diaspora

and those inside via digital bridges.

For Private Sector/Investors

Supply  Chain  Risk: High  alert  for

disruption  in  the  Strait  of  Hormuz.

Consider  alternative  shipping  routes as

military tensions peak around the Geneva

talks.
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Compliance: Monitor  the  "Emergency

Charter"  developments  for  future

investment  opportunities in  a  post-regime

scenario,  particularly  in  the  energy  and

tech sectors.

Cybersecurity: Expect  increased  state-

sponsored  cyberattacks against  Western

infrastructure  if  military  strikes  are

initiated, as the IRGC shifts to asymmetric

warfare.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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