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SYSTEMIC GOVERNANCE FAILURES

AND GLOBAL TRADE VOLATILITY
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UNREST AND STRATEGIC

REALIGNMENT

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 23, 2026, is defined by a profound

crisis  of  institutional  legitimacy  across  the

Balkans,  a  sharp  escalation  in  global  trade

tensions  following  a  U.S.  Supreme  Court

rebuff of  the  Trump administration,  and the

violent  fallout  of  high-stakes  security

operations  in  North  America.  In  Bosnia  and

Herzegovina, the tragic death of a student in

a Sarajevo tram accident has evolved into a

nationwide  youth-led  movement  demanding

the  total  dismantling  of  "partiocratic"

governance.  This  domestic  instability  is

mirrored in  neighboring Croatia  and Serbia,

where  elite  political  scandals  and  judicial

failures are eroding public trust in the rule of

law. The Balkan region faces a dual threat: an

immediate surge in civil  disobedience and a

long-term  demographic  collapse  as  youth

increasingly  view  their  states  as  "captured"

and unlivable.

Globally,  the  Trump  administration  has

signaled  its  intent  to  bypass  judicial

constraints,  immediately  re-imposing  a  15%

global  tariff  after  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court

ruled its previous trade measures illegal. This

move  threatens  to  destabilize  European

economies,  particularly  Italy  and  Germany,

while simultaneously pushing China toward a

more confrontational trade stance. In Mexico,

the elimination of "El Mencho," leader of the

Jalisco  New Generation  Cartel,  has  plunged

half  the country  into  a  state  of  paramilitary

violence,  highlighting  the  fragile  nature  of

state  control  over  criminal  syndicates.

Meanwhile, as the war in Ukraine enters its

fourth  year,  the  conflict  is  increasingly

characterized  by  energy  blackmail  and  a

deepening rift between Kyiv and its neighbors,

Slovakia  and  Hungary,  over  Russian  oil

transit.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Sarajevo Tram Crisis and Institutional

Accountability: The  death  of  Erdoan

Morankić has sparked a sustained protest

movement in  Sarajevo  and  other  cities.

Protesters  are  demanding  the  resignation

of  the  Cantonal  government  and  a  full

criminal  investigation  into  the  public

transport  operator  GRAS,  following

revelations that security cameras had been

non-functional for  months  prior  to  the

accident.

U.S.  Tariff  Escalation  Following

Supreme  Court  Defeat: Despite  the

Supreme  Court  declaring  previous  tariffs

illegal—potentially requiring the refund of

$175  billion in  revenue—the  Trump

administration  has  unilaterally  imposed  a

new 15% global tariff for a 150-day period,

citing separate legal authorities.
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Security Crisis in Mexico: The killing of

Nemesio "El Mencho" Oseguera Cervantes

during a military operation has triggered a

wave  of  retaliatory  violence across  more

than a dozen Mexican states, involving road

blocks,  vehicle  arsons,  and  clashes  with

security forces.

Ukraine  War  Four-Year  Milestone:

Entering  the  fourth  year  of  full-scale

invasion, President Zelenskyy warned that

World  War  III  has  already  begun,  as

Ukraine faces mounting pressure from its

neighbors over oil transit via the Druzhba

pipeline  and  persistent  Russian  terror

attacks in Lviv.

Bosnian  Demographic  Collapse:

Analysts warn that Bosnia and Herzegovina

is experiencing a catastrophic demographic

decline,  having  lost  30,000  residents  in

three years, with 70% of remaining youth

considering  emigration  due  to  corruption

and lack of perspective.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Rule of Law and Institutional Capture: In

Bosnia  and  Herzegovina,  the  judiciary  is

accused of  being "politically  captured,"  with

high-profile  criminal  complaints  against

leaders like Milorad Dodik and Borjana Krišto

failing  to  reach  trial.  This  has  led  to  a

perception  of  "legalized  lawlessness"  where

the  state  apparatus  serves  elite  interests

rather than the public.

Technology  Policy  and  Authoritarian  AI:

Reports  highlight  China's  use  of

"Authoritarian  AI" to  monitor  its  1.4  billion

citizens  through  600  million  cameras,  using

algorithms  to  predict  and  suppress  dissent.

This development is being framed by Western

experts  as  a  direct  challenge  to  digital

sovereignty and human rights.

Energy Security and Transit Diplomacy: A

crisis  is  brewing  in  Central  Europe  as

Slovakia  and  Hungary  threaten  to  retaliate

against  Ukraine  for  blocking  Russian  oil

transit.  Prime  Minister  Robert  Fico  has

warned  of  potential  economic  paralysis  in

Bratislava  if  the  Druzhba  pipeline  remains

obstructed.

Elite Politics and Leadership Dynamics: In

Croatia,  the  governing  coalition  is  under

strain  due  to  the  scandal  involving  Josip

Dabro and his alleged glorification of the NDH

(Independent  State  of  Croatia),  while  in

Serbia, President Vučić faces criticism for his

confrontational public "reality show" style of

governance during visits to provincial towns.

National  Security  and  Paramilitary

Violence: The  death  of  El  Mencho  has

demonstrated  the  incapacity  of  the  Mexican

state to  prevent  large-scale  cartel

insurgencies in the wake of high-value target

eliminations,  raising  questions  about  the

efficacy  of  current  U.S.-supported  counter-

narcotics strategies.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  focused  on  emergency

trade  measures  in  the  U.S.,  restrictive

weapons  laws  in  Bosnia,  and  price  control

sunsets in the Federation of BiH. High-profile

press events were dominated by the Cantonal

Prosecution's  response  to  the  Sarajevo

protests  and  President  Vučić's  town  hall  in

Bor.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

U.S.  150-Day  Emergency  Tariff: A

presidential  order  imposing  a  15% global

tariff to circumvent a Supreme Court ruling

against previous trade taxes.
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BiH Law on Weapons and Ammunition:

Proposed  legislation  to  tighten  firearm

possession requirements,  specifically

linking gun ownership to domestic violence

records.

FBiH  Price  Control  Law: Legislation

allowing  for  extraordinary  price  controls

during states of emergency, as the current

"locked prices" initiative expires on March

1.

Social  Media  Ban  (Australia/Croatia):

Discussion  of  a  ban  on  social  media for

children under 16, following the Australian

model.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Sarajevo  Prosecution  Briefing

(Scheduled): Chief  Prosecutor  Meliha

Dugalija  to  address  transparency  in  the

tram investigation on Wednesday.

Vučić Town Hall in Bor: A public  event

where  a  spontaneous  confrontation

regarding social  services  exposed gaps in

the Serbian state's care for orphans.

Berlinale 76 Press Conference: A highly

political  closing  event  where  filmmakers

criticized  German  support for  Israel  and

discussed censorship.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Rise  of  "Post-Fascist"  Narratives:

Analysis  from  political  science  experts

suggests  a  trend  toward  "post-fascism"  in

global politics, characterized by a rejection of

universal human rights in favor of theological

or  "divine will"  justifications for  power.  This

trend is observed in the rhetoric of the Trump

administration's strategists and echoed in the

nationalist surge within the European desnice

(right-wing).

The "Banalization" of State Negligence: In

Sarajevo, the failure of basic infrastructure—

specifically public transit safety—has become

the rallying point for a broader critique of the

"banality of evil" in governance. The fact that

a student died in an environment where safety

equipment (cameras,  brakes)  was reportedly

known to be faulty for months has galvanized

a  generation  that  previously  seemed

apathetic.

Strategic Decoupling and Allied Friction:

The Trump administration's trade and foreign

policies  (e.g.,  Greenland  annexation  threats,

NATO  criticism)  are  creating  significant

friction  with  traditional  allies.  Denmark's

decision to extend military service and include

women is a direct response to a perceived loss

of  U.S.  reliability,  signaling  a  shift  toward

European defense  consolidation  independent

of Washington.

Technological  Replacement  of  Human

Agency: From  generative  AI  reshaping

creative  industries  to  "authoritarian  AI"

replacing  police  discretion,  the  transcripts

reveal  a  growing  tension  between

technological  progress  and  human  control.

The development of AI-swarming weapons by

the Chinese military is particularly noted as a

threat  to  traditional  military  command

structures.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term (1-4  Weeks): Expect  renewed

mass protests in Sarajevo if the prosecution's

Wednesday  briefing  is  deemed  non-

transparent.  In  the  U.S.,  legal  challenges  to

the  new  150-day  tariff  will  likely  flood  the

courts,  but  the  immediate  impact  will  be  a

halt  to  price  reductions for  imported goods.

Mexico will remain in a state of high alert as
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cartel splinter groups fight for the vacuum left

by El Mencho.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The Bosnian

"Troika" coalition faces potential collapse and

reorganization into  a  technical  mandate

before  the  October  elections.  Ukraine's

energy  standoff  with  Slovakia  and  Hungary

may require EU-level mediation to prevent a

breakdown  in  the  transit of  Russian  crude,

which remains critical for landlocked Central

European refineries.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): Structural

demographic shifts in the Balkans will lead to

a  severe  labor  shortage,  forcing  states  to

choose between total economic stagnation or

radical  governance  reforms  to  lure  back

emigrants. The U.S.-Europe rift on trade and

defense  may  lead  to  the  birth  of  a  fully

autonomous  European  security architecture,

as  states  like  Denmark and France move to

insulate  themselves  from  American

isolationism.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

Support European energy diversification to

neutralize  the  leverage  of  the  Druzhba

pipeline and reduce intra-allied friction.

Prioritize  judicial  reform  and  anti-

corruption  initiatives  in  BiH  to  prevent  a

total collapse of state legitimacy that could

be exploited by external actors.

Develop  international  norms  for

"Authoritarian  AI"  to  prevent  the  global

export  of  surveillance technologies  that

undermine democratic dissent.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Supply chains involving U.S. imports must

factor in permanent trade volatility as the

executive branch demonstrates a pattern of

bypassing judicial trade rulings.

Investment  in  Balkan  infrastructure  (e.g.,

Corridor 5c) must account for political risk

and  corruption,  although  U.S.  companies

like  Bechtel  are  actively  seeking  to  enter

the market.

The  creative  and  software  sectors  should

prepare for AI-driven disruption that could

replace  traditional  task-based  roles  with

system-oversight positions.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.
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By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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