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SERBIA FACES SYSTEMIC
INSTITUTIONAL PARALYSIS AS
AGRARIAN UNREST, JUDICIAL

STRIKES, AND ACADEMIC PURGES
COINCIDE WITH ESCALATING
REGIONAL AND GLOBAL SECURITY
THREATS.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 23, 2026, marks a critical
convergence of domestic crises in Serbia,
characterized by a deepening chasm between
the executive branch and various professional
and social sectors. The state is currently
grappling with a multi-front challenge: a 12-
day-long farmer protest movement that has
announced imminent radicaliz a total
work stoppage by the legal profession in
response to controversial judicial reforms, and
a visible "purge" of the educational system.
These  domestic  tensions are  being
exacerbated by a government strategy of
legislative "fast-tracking" that critics argue is
designed to dismantle judicial independence
and consolidate authoritarian control. The
paralysis of the High Council of Prosecutors
(VST) highlights the institutional deadlock, as

internal factions struggle over the
implementation of the so-called "Mrdic Laws."

Simultaneously, the administration is
attempting to project a sense of normalcy by
scheduling local elections in nine
municipalities, even as it conducts arrests of
veterans accused of plotting to overthrow the
constitutional order. This "securitization" of
domestic dissent—labeling protesters and
critics as state enemies—mirrors broader
regional instability. Internationally, the fourth
anniversary of the invasion of Ukraine looms,
with Slovakian leadership threatening to cut
energy supplies to Kyiv, and Mexican security
forces precipitating a wave of cartel violence
in World Cup host cities following the
assassination of a major drug kingpin. The day
reflects a global trend where domestic
increasingly reliant on
emergency measures to
maintain stability against fragmenting social
contracts.

governance is
"lawfare" and

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Agrarian Revolt and Infrastructure

Blockades

* Farmers entered their 12th day of protests
against low subsidies and unvetted imports,
announcing a transition to 24-hour
radicalized blockades starting February 24.

* Protesters have rejected government offers
of dialogue, citing previous "manipulations"
and a lack of concrete action on milk price
protections.

* Strategic road arteries, including those
leading to border crossings and major hubs
like Sabac and Kragujevac, are targeted for
total closure, threatening national supply
chains.
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Judicial Strike and Institutional Paralysis

* The Bar Association of Serbia initiated a
three-day total strike to protest the "Mrdic
Laws," which they claim subordinate the
judiciary to executive whims.

* The High Council of Prosecutors failed to
approve its agenda, leaving the status of
over 20 prosecutors in the organized crime
division in legal limbo as a 30-day deadline
for their reassignment approaches.

* Judges and prosecutors are being urged by
the legal community to join the rebellion
against laws that allegedly protect corrupt

officials from prosecution.

Academic Purge at the 5th Belgrade
Gymnasium

* The Ministry of Education has effectively
overseen the suspension of 10 professors,
including key faculty members who

attended an Academy of Sciences (SANU)

meeting.

* The outgoing acting director issued
suspensions even after her legal mandate
had expired, prompting accusations of
illegal administrative retaliation.

* The Minister of Education, Dejan Vuk

Stankovic, defended the move, suggesting
that those who disagree with state
education policy are free to leave.

Global Security Flaring: Mexico and
Ukraine

* The killing of "El Mencho," leader of the
Jalisco New Generation Cartel, has turned
Guadalajara into a war zone just months
before it is set to host the 2026 World Cup.

* Slovakia’s Robert Fico has threatened to
halt electricity exports to Ukraine in
response to a transit di ver R
oil, signaling a breakdown in EU-Ukraine
energy solidarity.

* Volodymyr Zelensky warned in a BBC
interview that World War III has effectively
begun, emphasizing that a ceasefire would
only serve to rebuild Russian forces.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Rule of Law and Legal Warfare (Lawfare)
The Serbian government is accused of using
legislative "sets" of judicial laws to effectively
"abduct" the state from its citizens. The strike
by lawyers is a response to the Mrdic Laws,
which critics argue are designed to prevent
the arrest of high-ranking officials for
corruption. The inability of the High Council
of Prosecutors to function suggests that the
Security-Administrative complex is actively

sabotaging institutional checks and balances.

Civil Unrest and Domestic Stability
Internal stability is deteriorating as disparate
groups—farmers, students, and legal
professionals—begin to coordinate dissent.
The arrest of individuals for "preparing an
attack on the constitutional order" in the
context of upcoming March protests suggests
the state is shifting toward a pre-emptive
security posture to stifle the "Freedom Week"
initiatives planned by student and opposition
groups.

Corruption and Governance Allegations of
high-level corruption are surfacing in the
regional hubs, specifically Bor, where city
leaders are accused of misusing funds for
international rallies. The failure of the police
to act on prosecutorial orders in these cases

highlights a breakdown in state capacity to

enforce the law against its own members.
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Media Freedom and Information Warfare
Research indicates a systematic, pro-regime
media campaign to discredit independent
outlets like N1 and Nova. Experts describe a
"boiled frog" strategy, where the state seeks
to smother independent journalism through
ownership changes and relentless character
assassination of journalists, labeling them
"anti-state" actors.

Al and Technology Policy Technology is
increasingly intersecting with traditional
institutions. From Al-generated religious
services to the use of big data by religious
groups to target vulnerable individuals, the
digital sovereignty of the individual is under
threat. Furthermore, the use of Al in the
liter in is raising significant
concerns regarding intellectual property and
the replacement of human labor.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The day was dominated by the fallout from the
"Mrdic Laws" and the tactical scheduling of
local elections to consolidate power in
contested regions. The executive branch’s
"emergency procedure" for systemic laws has
drawn sharp rebukes from the international
community and domestic legal experts.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* The "Mrdic Laws" (Judicial Set): A
series of legislative amendments that
critics claim limit the independence of
judges and  prosecutors. The Bar
Association is striking to have these

immediately rescinded.

* Local Election Law Amendments: Used
to facilitate the March 29 elections in nine
municipalities, ensuring they occur before
the opposition can fully mobilize.

* Judicial Reform Implementation Acts:
Regulations governing the return of
specialized prosecutors to parent offices,
currently causing a backlog in organized
crime cases.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* High Council of Prosecutors (VST)
Session: Failed to adopt a working agenda
due to the strategic absence of pro-regime
members and the abstention of key
independent prosecutors.

* Ana Brnabic Press Conference: Formally
called local elections and offered a belated
dialogue on judicial laws, which was
dismissed by striking lawyers as "post-
festum" and insincere.

* Novosadska Novinarska Skola Research
Briefing: Detailed 3,000 documented

attacks on independent media by pro-

regime tabloids over the past year.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The "Boiled Frog" Strategy of
Autocratization The Serbian administration
appears to be moving away from overt
repression toward a more subtle,
administrative  strangulation of dissent.
Whether through the reorganization of media
ownership or the use of "Mrdic’s Laws" to
quietly reassign troublesome prosecutors, the
trend is one of institutional hollowing. By
maintaining the facade of democratic
processes—such as local elections and
"dialogue"—while simultaneously suspending
professors and arresting veterans, the state
creates a confusing environment for
international = observers and domestic
opposition alike.
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Fragmentation of the "European Path"
Slovakia’s threat to Ukraine and Serbia’s
increasingly defiant judicial stance suggest a
fracturing of the "Green Light" from Brussels.
Serbia’s leadership is signaling that it no
longer feels compelled to follow Venice
Commission recommendations if they conflict
with domestic power consolidation. This trend
toward ‘"nationalized" rule of law is a
significant threat to regional EU integration
efforts.

The Securitization of Economic Grievance
The farmer protests have shifted from purely
economic demands to a broader political
movement. The government's response—
labeling these "pajama millionaires" and
dismissing their concerns as "market
realities"—has backfired, leading to a
radicalization that now encompasses students
and other labor sectors. The use of "state of
emergency" rhetoric against veterans and
protesters suggests the
preparing for a period of heightened civil
unrest.

government is

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

* Expect significant economic disruption as
24-hour blockades by farmers paralyze
transit between major Serbian cities and
border crossings.

* A surge in "lawfare" as the 30-day window

for prosecutorial reassignments expires on
March 11, likely leading to the dismissal of

key anti-corruption investigators.

* Increased security presence in Guadalajara

and other World Cup host cities as cartels

retaliate for the Mencho assassination.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

* The March 29 local elections will serve as a
bellwether for the unified opposition/
student lists; a regime sweep would likely
trigger a new wave of mass protests similar
to the 1996 movements.

» If the Slovakia-Ukraine ener i is
not resolved, Central Europe may face a
summer energy crisis that undermines the
unified front against Russia.

* The "boiled frog" takeover of United Media
will likely be finalized, removing one of the
last remaining platforms for independent
political discourse in the Balkans.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

* Structural capture of the judiciary via the
Mrdic Laws will create a "legalized" system
of impunity for political elites, making
future democratic transitions significantly
more difficult.

* The demographic collapse of the Serbian

agricultural sector, as younger generations

flee to the cities or abroad, will lead to a
permanent dependence on food imports
and a loss of national food sovereignty.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Sanction Monitoring: Evaluate the use of
EU funds in municipalities like Bor where

political corruption is being shielded by the

police and the "Mrdic Laws."

* Diplomatic Pressure: Ensure the Venice
Commission remains firm on the
unconstitutionality of recent judicial
reforms to prevent a total collapse of Rule
of Law standards in a candidate country.
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* Security Coordination: Immediate
reassessment of World Cup 2026 security
protocols in Mexico given the high
probability of sustained cartel warfare.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Risk: Diversify transit
routes through the Balkans to avoid the
radicalized road blockades which are
expected to intensify through March.

Regulatory Compliance: Investors in
Serbian infrastructure should prepare for a
legal vacuum as organized crime
prosecutors are forcibly reassigned and the
High Council of Prosecutors remains
paralyzed.

* Reputational Risk: Media investors
should be wary of entering the Serbian
market as the state systematically targets

independent shareholders and facilitates

hostile takeovers of non-regime outlets.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetaruS@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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