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GEOPOLITICAL REALIGNMENT

THROUGH THE FALL OF CARTEL

LEADERSHIP, JUDICIAL

CONSTRAINTS ON US EXECUTIVE

POWER, AND VENEZUELAN

POLITICAL TRANSITION

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February  23,  2026,  marks  a  transformative

period  in  Western  Hemisphere  geopolitics,

characterized  by  the  dismantling  of  major

criminal  structures  and  a  reassertion  of

judicial  oversight  over  executive  authority.

The most significant development is the death

of  Nemesio  Oseguera  Cervantes,  alias  "El

Mencho,"  the  leader  of  the  Jalisco  New

Generation  Cartel  (CJNG),  during  a  high-

profile military operation in Tapalpa,  Jalisco.

This  event,  reportedly  facilitated  by  United

States  intelligence,  has  triggered  immediate

retaliatory  violence  and  "narcobloqueos"

across Mexico, raising urgent concerns about

a  power  vacuum  and  the  fragmentation  of

criminal  enterprises  into  localized  extortion

units. This occurs as the first major security

milestone for  the Sheinbaum administration,

testing state capacity to maintain social order

amidst a "tense calm."

Simultaneously,  the  United  States  Supreme

Court  has  delivered  a  landmark  6-3  ruling

against  President  Trump,  declaring  his

unilateral  imposition  of  tariffs illegal.  The

court’s decision emphasizes that the executive

branch  exceeded  its  authority  under

emergency  economic  laws,  mandating  that

trade  policy  must  return  to  Congressional

oversight.  This  judicial  check  provides  a

temporary  stabilization  for  international

markets  and  small  businesses,  even  as  the

administration seeks a "Plan B" to maintain its

protectionist  agenda.  In  Venezuela,  the

approval  of  a  historic  Amnesty  Law  by  the

National  Assembly  signifies  a  profound

political  shift  following the reported capture

of  Nicolas  Maduro  by  US  forces.  This

legislative  move  aims  at  national

reconciliation, though it excludes those guilty

of  war  crimes  and  terrorism,  highlighting  a

delicate  transition  toward  democratic

restoration.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Elimination of CJNG Leadership 

Nemesio  Oseguera  Cervantes  ("El

Mencho")  was  killed  in  a  federal

operation on Sunday, February 22, 2026,

in Tapalpa, Jalisco after years of evading

capture.

Retaliatory  violence,  including  the

burning of vehicles and roadblocks, has

paralyzed  transit  in  several  Mexican

states, forcing the suspension of classes

and public services.

Analysts  warn  that  the  death  of  the

"invincible"  leader  will  likely  lead  to  a

dispute for territory among 170 smaller

regional criminal organizations.
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US Supreme Court Restrains Executive

Trade Authority 

Chief  Justice  John  Roberts  authored  a

decision ruling that the President cannot

unilaterally impose tariffs totaling nearly

$175  million  without  Congressional

approval.

The  ruling  follows  a  shift  in  public

opinion,  with  74%  of  Americans

reportedly  rejecting  current  trade

policies due to rising living costs.

Republican  leadership  in  Congress  is

expected to pursue alternative legislative

routes  to  implement  protectionist

measures via the "AIPA" framework.

Venezuelan Amnesty and Transition 

The  National  Assembly  approved  an

Amnesty  Law to  release  hundreds  of

political  prisoners  following  weeks  of

negotiation.

Interim  President  Delcy  Rodriguez  has

called  for  "democratic  and  peaceful"

coexistence,  though  specific  cases

remain  under  review  by  a  mixed

commission.

Approximately  600  political  prisoners

are currently eligible for release, though

military  personnel  and  terrorists may

remain excluded.

Technological  Disruption  in

Governance and Law 

In  Colombia,  the  "Gaetana"  political

movement  is  seeking  Congressional

seats  using  a  blockchain-based  AI

platform to  dictate  legislative  voting

through direct community input.

A critical trial against Meta in California

is  examining  whether  social  media

platforms were intentionally designed to

be  addictive to  minors,  potentially

setting  a  precedent  for  1,500  similar

lawsuits.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

AI & Technology Policy The emergence of

"Gaetana"  in  Colombia  represents  a  radical

experiment in digital participatory democracy,

where candidates serve as proxies for an AI-

managed  "data  funnel"  of  community  votes.

This  raises  profound  questions  regarding

accountability  and  the  potential  for

algorithmic  manipulation  in  sovereign

legislative  bodies.  Meanwhile,  the  use  of

Hololens and 3D imaging at Aruba’s Horacio

Oduber  Hospital  demonstrates  a  successful

integration  of  high-tech  medical  tools  to

prevent  medical  tourism  and  improve

outcomes in complex neurosurgery.

Domestic Stability & Social Order Mexico

faces a severe crisis of social order following

the  death  of  El  Mencho.  The  "hugs  not

bullets" policy  of  previous  years  is  being

blamed  for  the  growth  of  170  regional

criminal  cells.  In  the  US,  the  homelessness

crisis has  reached levels  not  seen since  the

Great Depression, with 70% of those in New

York  shelters  being  families  with  children,

exacerbated  by  a  record  shortage  of

affordable  housing  and  potential  federal

funding cuts for 2026.
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Rule  of  Law & Lawfare The  US  Supreme

Court’s tariff ruling serves as a vital check on

authoritarianism, reinforcing the separation of

powers.  Conversely,  Mexico’s  educational

reforms  are  criticized  for  a  lack  of

transparency, with the government reserving

information on the development of the "Nueva

Escuela  Mexicana"  for  five  years,  sparking

allegations of ideological indoctrination and a

"contempt for technical knowledge."

International  Relations  &  Geopolitical

Power Dynamics The US-Mexico relationship

is  characterized  by  high-level  intelligence

cooperation in  the  Mencho operation,  yet  is

strained by the threat of renewed tariffs and

"narcobloqueos."  In  Europe,  US  prestige  is

reportedly  eroding  as  allies  grow  weary  of

protectionist  volatility,  leading many nations

to seek independence from US-centric  trade

priorities.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The  day's  legislative  activity  was  dominated

by  attempts  to  stabilize  post-crisis  societies

through  amnesty  and  to  regulate  the

burgeoning  digital  world.  Major  debates

focused  on  the  balance  between  executive

safety  mandates  and  individual  liberties,  as

well as the transition from traditional subjects

to field-based learning in national curricula.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Venezuelan  Amnesty  Law: Approved

unanimously  to  facilitate  the  release  of

hundreds  of  detained  political  dissidents;

excludes  violent  crimes  committed  since

1999.

Social  Media  Minor  Protection  Acts:

Discussion of international trends following

Australia’s  ban  on  social  media for  those

under 16, and similar steps in France and

Denmark.

Mexican  Educational  Reform

(2019/2026  Implementation): Ongoing

debate over the elimination of the "quality"

concept and  standardized  PISA testing  in

favor of "humanist" field-based learning.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

SCOTUS  Tariff  Decision

Announcement: Chief  Justice  Roberts

clarifies that the executive lacks authority

for  unilateral  economic  levies  under

existing emergency statutes.

Meta  "Addiction"  Trial  (California):

Instagram  head  Adam  Mosseri  testifies

amidst  accusations  that  the  platform

intentionally  triggers  dopamine  responses

to maximize ad revenue at the expense of

child mental health.

Tapalpa Mayoral Briefing: Mayor Antonio

Morales confirms that despite the military

success, civilians were caught in crossfire

and remain under medical care.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The End of  Criminal  Hegemony and the

Rise  of  Fragmentation The  death  of  El

Mencho is not viewed by experts as the end of

the  drug  trade  but  as  the  start  of  a  more

chaotic  phase.  The  CJNG's  pyramidal

structure is expected to shatter, leading to a

"pandemic of extortion" as smaller cells lose

their central financing and turn to preying on

local  businesses  to  survive.  This  shift  from

transnational  trafficking  to  local  predatory

crime  poses  a  more  direct  threat  to  daily
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social order and economic stability in Mexico

than the previous cartel-led "Pax Mafiosa."

The Crisis of Identity and Mental Health

in a Digital Age A bizarre but growing trend

across  Latin  America  involves  "Terians"—

individuals identifying as animals. While some

view this  as  spiritual,  mental  health  experts

are  flagging  it  as  a  potential  symptom  of

psychosis  or  personality  disorders,

particularly  when  individuals  lose  their

"functional  judgment  of  reality."  This

phenomenon,  alongside  the  legal  battles

against  social  media  addiction,  suggests  a

broader societal  fragmentation where digital

immersion is  eroding traditional  concepts  of

identity and community.

Ideological  Polarization  of  State

Institutions From  the  "Nueva  Escuela

Mexicana" to the "Gaetana" movement, there

is a visible trend of romanticizing community

input over technical or scientific expertise. In

Mexico,  this  has  led  to  the  removal  of

standardized evaluations,  while  in  Colombia,

it replaces professional legislators with an AI-

mediated crowd. This "anti-expert" sentiment

creates  significant  risks  for  state  capacity,

long-term  education  outcomes,  and  rational

governance.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect sustained

high-intensity violence in Jalisco, Michoacán,

and  Colima  as  CJNG  lieutenants  vie  for

control.  The  Venezuelan  government  will

likely  begin staggered releases of  prisoners,

which  may  trigger  a  renewed  wave  of

returnees from the diaspora. In the US, retail

prices  for  imported  goods  may  stabilize

following  the  SCOTUS  ruling,  though  the

administration will likely signal new "national

security" trade restrictions by mid-March.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The Mexican

government  will  face  immense  pressure  to

show results against extortion rackets which

are expected to surge in the wake of  cartel

fragmentation. Colombia’s March 8 elections

will  serve  as  a  bellwether  for  AI's  role  in

global politics; if Gaetana wins a seat, it could

trigger  similar  "digital  democracy"

movements across  the  continent.  Aruba  will

likely see a boost in medical tourism following

the  successful  implementation  of

neurosurgical innovations.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): The  Venezuelan

political  transition  may  lead  to  a  slow

reintegration into  the  global  energy market,

though the exclusion of certain military actors

from amnesty  remains  a  coup  risk.  The  US

judicial  precedent  on  tariffs  could

permanently  shift  the  balance  of  power

toward a more Congress-centric trade policy,

slowing  the  pace  of  "tariff-by-tweet"

diplomacy. Mexico’s "New School" generation

will  enter  the  workforce  with  significant

deficiencies  in  mathematics  and  science,

potentially  impacting  its  competitiveness  in

the global tech sector.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

Prioritize intelligence sharing with Mexico

to track fragmented cartel cells which may

now pivot toward more erratic and violent

tactics.

Monitor  the  Venezuelan  Amnesty

commission closely  to  ensure  it  does  not

become  a  revolving  door  for  political

repression under new branding.
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Engage in multilateral trade discussions to

capitalize  on  the  US  judicial  constraints,

seeking  more  predictable  long-term

agreements.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Supply Chain Risk: Expect disruptions in

Mexican  logistics  hubs  due  to  security

lockdowns and retaliatory roadblocks in the

near term.

Compliance Opportunity: Invest  in  age-

verification  and  digital-wellbeing

technologies as  global  regulations  tighten

on social media platforms.

Aruba  Infrastructure: The  successful

deployment of blockchain and medical tech

in the Caribbean offers a proof-of-concept

for small-state technological leapfrogging.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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