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GLOBAL SECURITY

ARCHITECTURES AND ELITE

POLITICAL STABILITY FACE SEVERE

STRAIN AS MAJOR CARTEL

LEADERSHIP COLLAPSES IN

MEXICO, THE UKRAINE-RUSSIA

CONFLICT ENTERS ITS FIFTH YEAR

AMID WESTERN FRAGMENTATION,

AND THE EPSTEIN SCANDAL

HOLLOWS OUT THE BRITISH

ESTABLISHMENT.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The global landscape on February 24, 2026, is

characterized  by  a  volatile  convergence  of

traditional  geopolitical  conflict,  aggressive

economic  protectionism,  and  internal

decapitation  of  elite  power  structures.  In

Mexico,  the  killing  of  Nemesio  "El  Mencho"

Oseguera Cervantes has triggered a massive

wave of violence and narco-blockades, forcing

the  deployment  of  thousands  of  troops  to

Jalisco and neighboring states. This instability

occurs just four months before Mexico is set

to co-host the FIFA World Cup, raising urgent

questions about the state's capacity to secure

international  events  against  paramilitary-

grade criminal organizations. Meanwhile, the

fourth anniversary of the full-scale invasion of

Ukraine highlights a deepening rift within the

European  Union,  as  Hungary  and  Slovakia

have vetoed a critical $106 billion assistance

package,  signaling  a  potential  collapse  in

Western  coalition  cohesion  as  the  conflict

enters its fifth year.

In the United States, President Donald Trump

is leveraging the eve of his first State of the

Union  address  in  his  second  term  to

implement  a  10% global  tariff via  executive

order. This move is a strategic "work-around"

following a Supreme Court ruling that struck

down his  previous  sweeping  trade  levies  as

unconstitutional.  The  administration  is

simultaneously projecting force in the Middle

East  with  a  "double  armada"  of  aircraft

carriers to pressure Iran ahead of high-stakes

nuclear negotiations in Geneva. Domestically,

the  U.S.  remains  polarized,  with  Democratic

boycotts  of  the  SOTU  address  and  massive

protests on the National Mall, even as record-

breaking snowstorms paralyze the Northeast.

This  "maximum  pressure"  doctrine—applied

both  to  trade  partners  and  adversaries—

suggests a transition to a more transactional

and aggressive U.S.  foreign policy that risks

alienating traditional allies.

Concurrently,  the  British  establishment  is

facing  a  legitimacy  crisis  as  the  "Epstein

Files"  trigger  the  arrests  of  former

Ambassador  Peter  Mandelson  and  Prince

Andrew (Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor). Both

are accused of misconduct in public office for

allegedly  sharing  sensitive  financial  and

government secrets with Jeffrey Epstein. This

scandal,  combined  with  the  collapse  of  the

"New Labor" architect’s career, indicates that

long-dormant  elite  networks  are  being

systematically  dismantled  by  post-Epstein

legal  warfare.  Across  the  globe,  from  the

Philippine  Senate’s  debate  on  a  landmark

divorce bill  to Russia’s institutionalization of
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"war-fake"  laws,  the  rule  of  law  is  being

redefined  to  accommodate  either  populist

demands or authoritarian consolidation.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Mexican  Security  Crisis:  Collateral

Instability from "El Mencho" Killing

Special  forces  killed  Nemesio  Oseguera

Cervantes (El Mencho), leader of the CJNG,

in a military operation in Tapalpa, Jalisco. 

Reprisal attacks including 85 to 250 narco-

blockades  were  reported  across  20

Mexican  states,  resulting  in  at  least  74

deaths. 

The  Mexican  government  deployed  2,500

reinforcements to Jalisco to maintain order

and reassure international observers ahead

of the World Cup. 

US  intelligence  provided  the  critical

information used to track the cartel leader

through a romantic partner. 

Ukraine  Conflict  4-Year  Milestone:

Coalition Fragmentation

The  war  has  resulted  in  nearly  2  million

casualties total  (dead and wounded)  as  it

enters its fifth year. 

Hungary and Slovakia vetoed the 20th EU

sanctions package and a $106 billion loan

to Kyiv. 

President  Zelenskyy  demanded  a  clear

timeline for  EU  membership  to  prevent

Russian long-term territorial annexation. 

Russia has successfully prioritized military

production,  though  citizens  report  a

crumbling  civilian  economy and  high

inflation. 

U.S.  Economic  Protectionism:  The  Tariff

Pivot

Following a Supreme Court defeat, Trump

imposed  a  temporary  10%  tariff on  all

global imports for 150 days. 

Major logistics firms like FedEx have sued

the  U.S. government  for  a  full  refund  of

previous tariffs, totaling over $175 billion. 

China has warned of retaliation, though its

initial response has been muted due to the

Lunar New Year holiday. 

Iranian "Maximum Pressure": Military vs.

Diplomatic Tracks

The USS Gerald R. Ford and USS Abraham

Lincoln  are  converging  on  the  region to

coerce Tehran ahead of Geneva talks. 

Anti-government  protests  continue  for  a

fifth  consecutive  day at  major  Iranian

universities  (Tehran,  Sharif,  Shahid

Beheshti). 

Omani  mediators  are  facilitating  the

delivery of a draft Iranian proposal to the

U.S. through Ali Larijani’s visit to Muscat. 

Elite Decapitation: British Establishment

Crisis

Former Ambassador Peter  Mandelson and

Prince  Andrew  were  arrested  for

misconduct in  public  office  linked  to  the

Epstein files. 

Allegations  include  sharing  market-

sensitive  cabinet  memos regarding  the

2008 financial crisis and EU bailouts. 

The British Parliament approved a "Humble

Address"  to  force  the  release of  all

confidential  documents  regarding  Prince

Andrew’s 2001 trade envoy appointment. 
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KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Economic Security & Trade Warfare

The U.S. administration is testing the limits

of  executive  power by  re-imposing  tariffs

through  emergency  150-day  windows  to

bypass Supreme Court restrictions. 

The "BRICS" bloc remains a target of U.S.

threats,  with  Trump  warning  of  100%

tariffs if  they  attempt  to  create  a  dollar

alternative. 

Global supply chains are bracing for a 15%

tariff  escalation that  the  White  House

remains  "committed  to"  despite  legal

hurdles. 

Energy Security & Infrastructure

Ukraine has agreed to resume Russian oil

deliveries  via  the  Druzhba  pipeline  to

appease Slovakia and Hungary. 

European  dependence  on  U.S.  LNG  has

spiked,  with  analysts  predicting  the  U.S.

will provide 80% of EU LNG by 2030. 

Russia accused Ukraine of plotting attacks

on  the  Blue  Stream  and  TurkStream  gas

pipelines in the Black Sea. 

Rule of Law & Civil Liberties

Russia’s State Duma passed laws imposing

criminal  liability for  "fake"  information

about the military, leading to the closure of

independent media like Novaya Gazeta. 

The  Philippines  is  debating  a  historic

divorce bill,  challenging the long-standing

influence of the Catholic Church. 

South Korea’s former President Yoon Suk-

yeol  has  appealed  a  life  sentence for

rebellion  following  his  late-2024  martial

law decree. 

Critical  Minerals  &  Strategic  Territorial

Expansion

Strategic  interest  in  Greenland  has

escalated,  with  Trump reiterating  that  he

needs the island for national security and

rare  earth  minerals  (zinc,  iron,  uranium,

graphite). 

Greenland’s  population  remains  85%

opposed to  American  annexation,  while

Denmark asserts that any U.S. attack would

end the NATO alliance. 

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  on  February  24  was

dominated  by  high-stakes  retaliatory

measures  in  Russia,  establish-dismantling

motions  in  the  UK,  and  fundamental  civil

rights debates in the Philippines.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Russian  War-Fake  Law: Legislation

passed  unanimously  in  the  Duma  to

criminalize  anti-war  statements or  "fake"

military news with up to 15 years in prison.

Philippine Divorce Bill: Senate Bill 2443

discussed  as  a  human rights  necessity to

allow the dissolution of abusive marriages. 

UK  Humble  Address: A  parliamentary

motion to compel the King and government

to release sensitive Prince Andrew files. 

Venezuelan  Amnesty  Law:

Implementation  of  a  new  law  that  has

released  179  prisoners convicted  of

politically motivated crimes. 

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Mexican  Presidential  Briefing: Claudia

Sheinbaum detailed the raid on El Mencho

and insisted the country is at peace despite

ongoing violence. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260224_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260224_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260224_073000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260224_073000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260224_070000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260224_070000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260224_030000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260224_163000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260224_230000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260224_123000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260224_063000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260224_063000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260224_050000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260224_193000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260224_023000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260224_023000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260224_123000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260224_063000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260224_133000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260224_213000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260224_040000


Munich  Security  Conference  Fallout:

Secretary  of  State  Marco  Rubio  and  EU

leaders  debated  strategic  autonomy,  with

Europe  being  urged  to  pay  for  its  own

defense. 

Coalition  of  the  Willing  Summit: 35

nations met in Kyiv to discuss military aid,

overshadowed by Hungarian and Slovakian

vetoes. 

UN General Assembly Vote: A resolution

for  an  unconditional  ceasefire in  Ukraine

passed  106-12,  with  a  notable  U.S.

abstention. 

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

Decapitation as a Destabilizer

The "Kingpin Strategy" in Mexico is proving to

be a double-edged sword. While the death of

El Mencho is a symbolic victory for the state,

the resulting power vacuum has immediately

triggered a "Game of Thrones" scenario within

the  Jalisco  New Generation  Cartel.  Analysts

suggest  that  the  removal  of  a  centralized

leader  often  increases  violence  by  80% in

affected regions as sub-commanders fight for

control  of  illicit  industries  like  avocado

farming,  fuel  theft,  and  fentanyl  trafficking.

This trend indicates that without a concurrent

strategy  to  dismantle  the  financial  and

paramilitary  infrastructure  of  cartels,

leadership decapitation merely fragments and

intensifies localized warfare.

Transactional  Alliances  and  "Strategic

Autonomy"

A significant trend is the erosion of the post-

WWII multilateral order, replaced by a more

transactional  "might  is  right"  approach.  The

U.S.  pressure  on  Greenland and  the  use  of

tariffs as a blunt tool of statecraft have forced

European leaders to accelerate their quest for

strategic  autonomy.  However,  Europe's

continued  dependence  on  U.S.  intelligence,

satellite  arrays,  and  LNG  (projected  to  hit

80% of supply) creates a structural ceiling for

how much independence the EU can actually

achieve. The fragmentation within NATO and

the EU, exacerbated by Hungary and Slovakia,

serves Russian interests by delaying aid and

sanctions at a critical 4-year juncture.

The  Weaponization  of  Information  and

Law

Governments are increasingly using "lawfare"

and  digital  censorship  to  maintain  social

order.  In  Russia,  the  repression  of  war

criticism and  the  launch  of  a  new  national

messenger ("Max") demonstrate an attempt to

create  a  hermetically  sealed  information

environment.  Simultaneously,  the  U.S.

administration is engaging in lawfare against

its  own  judicial  system,  using  temporary

executive windows to maintain trade policies

previously  ruled  illegal.  This  global  trend

suggests  a  future  where  the  rule  of  law  is

increasingly  a  tool  of  executive  convenience

rather than a check on power.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect heightened

narco-violence  in  Mexico  as  CJNG  factions

polarize and rival cartels (Sinaloa) attempt to

seize  Jalisco  territory.  The  Geneva  nuclear

talks  on  February  26  will  likely  face  a

stalemate,  leading  to  increased  U.S.  naval

activity in  the  Persian  Gulf.  In  the  UK,  the

release  of  the  Andrew  files  could  trigger  a

constitutional crisis for the monarchy if direct

financial links to Epstein are proven.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): Mexico's

ability  to  host  the  World  Cup will  be  under

international  review,  potentially  leading  to
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calls  for  relocation  if  "narco-blockades"

persist.  The  EU  will  likely  find  a  "work-

around" for the $106B Ukraine loan, perhaps

through  common  debt  instruments that

bypass individual vetoes.  Trump's tariffs will

face a second wave of litigation as the 150-day

window expires.

Long Term (1-5 Years): If U.S. pressure on

the  Kingdom  of  Denmark  continues  over

Greenland,  a  structural  collapse  of  NATO is

possible,  leading  to  a  new  "Nordic-Baltic"

security architecture. The relative decline of

the dollar  will  accelerate if  China and India

formalize  cooperative  trade  spirits within  a

more  cohesive  BRICS  framework.  Russia's

transition to a permanent "war economy" will

likely lead to severe social instability once the

conflict  reach  a  resolution  or  exhaustion

point.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Coalition partners must prepare for a post-

U.S.  defense  environment in  Europe,

focusing on interoperability of "Howitzers"

and military tech to bridge the $1 trillion

replacement gap. 

Diplomatic  efforts  should  prioritize

stabilizing Mexico’s state capacity through

multi-lateral  security  assistance  that  goes

beyond kingpin removals to target financial

laundering. 

The U.N. must be fundamentally reformed

or  replaced  as  permanent  members

increasingly  rely  on  "might  is  right"

unilateralism. 

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply Chain Risk: Diversify  away from

the  U.S.  import  market  to  mitigate  the

10-15%  tariff  volatility and  potential

retaliatory duties from China. 

Safety  Standards: Firms  operating  in

Mexico or planning World Cup activations

should  increase  security  protocols and

expect logistical disruptions in the "Bajio"

region. 

Legal  Compliance: Monitor  the  "Epstein

Files"  for  potential  reputational  contagion

within global finance boards as Mandelson-

style  links  are  exposed  through  legal

discovery. 

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.
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By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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