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VENEZUELA PURSUES A STRATEGIC
PIVOT TOWARD ECONOMIC RE-
OCCIDENTALIZATION AND
DOMESTIC RECONCILIATION
UNDER THE RODRIGUEZ
ADMINISTRATION AMID SHIFTING
GEOPOLITICAL ALIGNMENTS WITH
THE TRUMP-LED UNITED STATES.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 24, 2026, marks a critical juncture
for Venezuela as the administration of Acting
President Delcy Rodriguez aggressively
pursues a policy of "democratic coexistence"
and economic "re-occidentalization."
Following the seismic events of January 3,
2026—characterized by the administration as
a foreign military aggression that resulted in
the "sequestration" of former President
Nicolds Maduro—the Venezuelan state is
currently navigating a fragile transition. This
pivot is defined by a massive legislative push
for amnesty, intended to de-escalate decades
of civil and political friction, and a strategic
rapprochement with the Donald Trump
administration in the United States. Analysts
describe an influx of expectations for $100
billion in investments over the next decade,

primarily centered on the energy sector,
signaling a departure from previous anti-
Western alignments toward a pragmatic,
interest-based relationship with Washington.

Domestically, the "Law of Amnesty for
Democratic Coexistence" has become the
central pillar of statecraft, with over 3,000
requests for evaluation already processed to
facilitate the release of political prisoners and
"re-institutionalize" the nation. However, this
transition is fraught with internal
contradictions; while the government signals
openness to the private sector and foreign
capital, it remains hyper-vigilant against
"radical" sectors in exile. Concurrently, the
global landscape is defined by the four-year
anniversary of the Russia-Ukraine war and
significant security developments in Mexico
following the death of cartel leader "El
Mencho." In the technology sphere, the day’s
discourse highlights a global trend toward
digital sovereignty, with European nations
imposing strict age limits on social media and
South Korea leading in AI regulation,
reflecting a skepticism of
unregulated "Big Tech."

growing

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

*The Amnesty and Reconciliation
Initiative: The Venezuelan government is
accelerating the implementation of the Law
of Amnesty, which has already seen 179
people liberated and thousands more
granted precautionary measures to foster a
climate of ‘"peace and

following the Jan 3 crisis.

coexistence"
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* Strategic Rapprochement with the * Spain and France are leading a European

United States: Under the banner of movement to restrict minor access to social
"Making the Americas Great Again," the media, citing risks of anxi n
Trump administration is engaging with the depression caused by algorithms designed
Rodriguez government to ensure energy for "compulsive use" and infinite scrolling.

security and facilitate a massive $100
billion investment into the Venezuelan oil

* The UN General Assembly has appointed
40 experts to an independent scientific

industry. panel on AI to establish a global
* Security Crisis in Mexico: The death of governance model similar to the IPCC for
Nemesio Oseguera Cervantes, alias "El climate change to ensure human oversight.

Mencho," has triggered a wave of violence
across 20 Mexican states, leading to the
deployment of 10,000 soldiers and
threatening the stability of a 2026 World
Cup host city due to cartel retaliation.

Domestic Stability & Social Order

* The Rodriguez administration is leveraging
the Law of Amnesty to re-incorporate

political dissidents into the national fabric,

* Ukraine War Four-Year Milestone: The though officials warn of "radical sectors" in
conflict in Ukraine reaches its fourth the U.S. and Europe planning to destabilize
anniversary with over 15,000 civilians dead the process.

and a stalemate that has shifted European

defense policy toward increased military
spending and a re-evaluation of the
Transatlantic alliance.

* Public services in Venezuela remain a point
of friction, with reports of water shortages

in Miranda and a lack of transportation in

the Cementerio sector of Caracas stalling

* Global AI and Digital Sovereignty il ivi
Shifts: South Korea has implemented the
world's first comprehensive Al regulation Economic Security & Investment Climate
law, while Spain and France are moving to
ban social media for minors under 15/16 * Venezuela's stock market index (IBC) grew
years old to protect cognitive development by 1.616% in 2025, with a further 38%
and mental health. expansion in early 2026, reflecting high

investor optimism regarding the US-

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS Venezuela rapprochement and market

normalization.
Al Technology Policy &  Digital * The reintegration of Venezuela into the
Sovereignty Andean Community and Mercosur is being
discussed as a vital step to attract foreign
* South Korea has established a legal investment and restore administrative law
framework requiring the labeling of standards.

deepfakes and advance notice of generative
Al use, backed by fines of up to $20,400 for

non-compliance.
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Energy Security & International Relations

* The Trump administration's "Make the
Americas Great Again" policy is interpreted
by Venezuelan analysts as a move toward a

hemispheri ner loc, prioritizing
Venezuelan crude over extra-regional

dependencies.
* The EU is considering lifting sanctions on

Delcy Rodriguez, as requested by Spain, in

response to the release of FEuropean
political prisoners in Venezuela as a sign of
goodwill.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative focused on the
stabilization of the country through Ilegal
instruments that facilitate political
reconciliation and the modernization of the
energy sector to align with new international
partnerships.

activity is

*Law of Amnesty for Democratic
Coexistence: A broad law enacted to
extinguish criminal actions for political
crimes between 2014 and 2026. It excludes
crimes against humanity, rruption, an
drug trafficking. The law allows exiles to
process their requests via consulates.

* Reform of the Hydrocarbons Law:
Legislation being debated to facilitate

. and
investment from US-based firms in the oil

and gas sectors.

* Partial Agreement No. 28: A regulatory
update of tariffs and trade mnorms to
facilitate reciprocal protection of
investments between Venezuela and its new

partners.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS

* Delcy Rodriguez Address: The Acting
President warned that certain sectors have

an "incorrect reading” of the Amnesty Law

and announced she would present evidence

of plots against the peace orchestrated

from abroad.

* Minister Ricardo Sanchez Launch:
Initiated a 141-day National Consultation
for University Academic Quality to align
higher education with the country's new
productive needs.

*Juan José Rendon Interview: The
political strategist argued that 80% of
Venezuelans support the current process of
transition, urging the derogation of the
"Law Against Hate" to further normalize
the political climate.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Transition Paradox: Sovereignty vs.
Necessity

The Venezuelan state is managing a profound
paradox: maintaining the rhetoric of
"Bolivarian Sovereignty" while becoming
increasingly reliant on a strategic partnership
with the Trump administration. The January 3
event—described as an "aggression" where
"everyone lost"—has paradoxically cleared the

way for a "reset" of the political system. The

Rodriguez administration is positioning itself

as the guarantor of order against "radicalism"
on both sides, while the US provides the

economic "column" that supports the new
government through the promise of oil
revenues and sanctions relief.

Digital Iron Curtains
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A global trend toward "Digital Sovereignty" is
emerging, where states are reclaiming control
over the cognitive environment. The Spanish
and French moves to ban social media for

minors are framed as public health
necessities, comparing social media
algorithms to the tobacco industry. This

reflects a broader shift where technology is no
longer viewed as an unalloyed good but as a
"defective product" that requires strict state
intervention and age-gating.

Neo-Protectionism and the End of
Globalism

The discourse in Davos 2026 highlights the
official end of the era of global cooperation.
Trump’s "Universal Tariff" base of up to 20%
and the imposition of 25% tariffs on non-
compliant partners signals a move toward a
"neoprotectionist" era. This trend is forcing
countries like Venezuela to seek regional
"blocks" or "salvage juntas" to navigate a
world where free trade is no longer the norm.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): The focus will
remain on the execution of the Amnesty Law.
As more high-profile prisoners are released,
expect a surge in political activity and
potential friction between newly freed actors
and the state. In Mexico, the power vacuum
left by "El Mencho" will likely result in
heightened urban warfare as internal factions

compete for control of the Jalisco cartel.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Economic
normalization with the U.S. will begin to
manifest in increased oil exports and the
formalization of joint ventures between
PDVSA and US firms. The reopening of
consulates (e.g., Colombia in Margarita) will
facilitate regional trade and migration
regularization for thousands of citizens.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Venezuela may
undergo a structural shift toward a 're-
occidentalized" capitalistic model, where
political power remains concentrated but the
economy is integrated into the US sphere.
Globally, the Space Race between SpaceX/xAl
and Blue Origin will accelerate, with
Starlink’s 40,000-satellite constellation
redefining global connectivity standards and

debris risks.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The shift in Venezuelan leadership and its
rapprochement with the US suggests a
axis, offering a diplomatic window to
stabilize the Caribbean through economic
incentives.

* The European "minor bans" on social media
could create a regulatory blueprint for the
US, potentially leading to a clash with Big
Tech platforms regarding federal
protections (Section 230).

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Venezuela’s energy sector presents a high-
risk, high-reward opportunity for firms
capable of navigating the complex
sanctions-relief environment and local
infrastructure decay.

* Cybersecurity remains a critical risk; the
massive leak in the Moldbook Al forum

underscores the dangers of "coding with
vibes"—delegating security to AI without

human oversight is a liability.
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e Investors should monitor the Mexico
security situation closely, as cartel
instability could disrupt supply chains and
increase logistical costs for North American
trade.
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Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

hi Jotails/ty.
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