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~450k lost since 2013
census. Projected 70%
population shrink.
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DEADLOCK:
INFRASTRUCTURE No clear accession
COLLAPSE date. War of

attrition.

9' CORRUPTION: —
A Fatal tram accident reveals —
negligence & cover-ups.
“Partiocracy” rot.

US UNILATERALISM:
Supreme Court checks
executive, President
uses new authority.
Policy volatility.

IMMINENT RISK: SHIFTING US ROLE:
Failure to pass anti-money From ally to mediator,
laundering laws by deadline. pressuring for concessions.
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:R MEXICO: Cartel Violence UK: Elite Corruption
(Farmers' blockades) (War-zone conditions after (High-level political crisis)
leader's death)

: STRATEGIC FORESIGHT IMPLICATIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS

SHORT TERM (1-4 Weeks): Financial POLICY: Credible accession frameworks,
tipping point (Grey List?), “perfect prepare for “grey list" contingencies,
storm” of protests. monitor US troop shifts.

* LONG TERM (1-5 Years): Demographic PRIVATE SECTOR: Brace for financial
insolvency, fractured regional security friction, diversifl supply chains, evaluate
architecture. large project risks.

A WORLD IN CRISIS: NAVIGATING UNCERTAINTY AND INSTITUTIONAL DECAY. o
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BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA FACES
A DEMOGRAPHIC CATACLYSM AND
FINANCIAL ISOLATION WHILE
REGIONAL INSTABILITY IS
EXACERBATED BY THE FOURTH
ANNIVERSARY OF THE UKRAINE
WAR AND SHIFTING US
UNILATERALISM.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 24, 2026, marks the fourth
anniversary of the Russian invasion of
Ukraine, a milestone observed amid a
darkening strategic landscape for Kyiv and its
European allies. While President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy utilized a wvirtual address to the
European Parliament to demand a definitive
accession date to prevent Russian
manipulation, the domestic mood in Ukraine
is increasingly strained by energy
infrastructure collapses and a high-tempo war
of attrition. Strategic clarity remains elusive,
as former US National Security Advisor John

Bolton warned that President Trump lacks a
coherent strategy for ending the conflict,

suggesting the administration’s focus remains
on personal optics over geopolitical stability.

In Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH), the state is
grappling with a multi-front internal crisis
characterized by corruption,
infrastructure decay, and a looming
"demographic cataclysm." Public outrage over
a fatal tram accident in Sarajevo has
catalyzed a youth-led protest movement that
is now converging with long-standing
grievances from healthcare workers, veterans,
and civil servants. This domestic instability is
compounded by the failure to pass critical
anti-money laundering legislation, placing the
country at imminent risk of being placed on
the international "grey list." Such a
designation would likely freeze access to over
800 million euros in European growth funds
and isolate the nation's financial system at a
time of record population loss.

systemic

Regional and international developments
further highlight a breakdown in traditional
security and governance. In Mexico, the
killing of cartel leader "El Mencho" has
triggered war-zon
while in the United Kingdom, the arrest of
Lord Peter Mandelson over Epstein-related
corruption allegations signifies a deepening
crisis for established political elites.
Collectively, the day’s reports depict a global
environment where institutional trust is
evaporating, executive power is being tested
by judicial interventions—as seen with the US
Supreme Court striking down tariffs—and
state capacity is struggling to manage either
borders or basic public services.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Ukraine Conflict: The Fourth
Anniversary and Diplomatic
Deadlock

* President Zelenskyy issued a stern warning
to EU leaders that without a clear
membership timeline, Russia will exploit
Brisel's indecision to fracture European
unity.

* The humanitarian toll has surpassed 14,999
civilian deaths, with at least 80,000
Ukrainians officially listed as missing,

creating a profound social trauma.

» Military analysts note that the war has
evolved into a broader confrontation with
the West, as the US transition from ally to
mediator has increased pressure on Kyiv to
accept territorial concessions.

e Domestic conditions in Ukraine are at their

lowest point in four years due to intensified

Russian strikes on energy infrastructure
during a severe winter.

United States: Executive
Unilateralism and Trade Volatility

e The US Supreme Court struck down the
administration's emergency tariffs, ruling
that the President exceeded his
constitutional authority.

* In response, President Trump utilized a
different legal authority to impose new
global tariffs of 15% for a limited 150-day
window, bypassing Congress and causing
immediate global market alarm.

* John Bolton criticized Trump’s foreign
policy, stating Putin has effectively
manipulated the President's personal
desire for a Nobel Peace Prize to
strengthen Russia's negotiating position.

Bosnia and Herzegovina: Systemic
Collapse and "Grey List" Threats

* BiH is entering the final week of a deadline

to adopt laws on property seizure and
financial sanctions to avoid Moneyval's
grey list; political deadlock in the
Republika Srpska (RS) remains the primary
obstacle.

The Eur n "Plan of Growth" fun
over 800 million euros are now considered
"dead" due to a lack of political will to
implement anti-corruption reforms.

The permanent closure of the I.ukavac
coking plant (Koksara) has left hundreds of
workers unemployed, highlighting the
decay of industrial state-owned enterprises.

The "March of Protests": Regional
Civil Unrest

* A wave of coordinated protests is planned

for late March involving veterans, police,
civil servants, and transportation workers
across BiH.

e In Serbia, farmers have initiated

"radicalized" road blockades at 42
locations, demanding import restrictions
and increased subsidies as the agricultural
sector reaches a breaking point.

e Healthcare workers in Mostar continue a

six-month  strike, defying government
orders to restore full services while
demanding wage parity with other cantons.
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International Crime and High-
Level Corruption

* Mexican authorities killed CJNG cartel
leader Nemesio Oseguera Cervantes ("El
Mencho"), sparking immediate and violent
retaliation across several states, including
the burning of buses and blocking of major
highways.

* British  police T Lor Peter
Mandelson on suspicion of abusing his
former ministerial position to provide
confidential information to Jeffrey Epstein.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Corruption & Governance In Sarajevo, the
investigation into the GRAS public transport
enterprise has culture of
fraudulent maintenance contracts, including
the awarding of motor servicing jobs to newly
established firms without technical vetting.
Evidence suggests that video surveillance in
trams had been non-functional for months
prior to the recent fatal accident, raising
allegations of criminal negligence and cover-
ups within the Cantonal Ministry of Interior.
Auditor reports also indicate that parts of the
new tram tracks were used without proper
occupancy permits.

revealed a

Demographic Stability & Social Order
Demographers have warned that BiH has
entered a period of demographic cataclysm,
having lost an estimated 450,000 residents
since the 2013 census. The state is losing
reproductive and labor potential at an
unsustainable rate, with projections
suggesting the population could shrink by
70% over the next three decades if current
migration and birth rates persist. The brain
drain is estimated to cost the economy 2.5

billion marks annually in lost education

investment alone.

Technology Policy & AI Reports highlight
the rise of "Authoritarian AI" in China, where
algorithms are wused to predict human
behavior and automate social control via a
network of 600 million cameras. Conversely,
software developers are testing AI bots to
counter-radicalize users on social media
platforms like TikTok, though these tools
operate in a "minefield" of information
warfare and deepfakes.

Investment Climate & Infrastructure
Despite the political gridlock, there is
significant US interest in Corridor Vc,
specifically through the American firm
Bechtel, which is eying the construction of the
expensive Prenj tunnel. However, the
investment climate is hampered by prolonged
delays in the Southern Gas Interconnection
project and the failure to reform state-owned
utilities.

Economic Security BiH trade statistics show
a growing deficit in goods exchange, which
remains over 13 billion marks despite an
increase in exports. In the US, the repayment
of up to 175 billion dollars in tariffs previously
collected under now-illegal executive orders
poses a significant fiscal challenge to the US
Treasury.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The current legislative period in BiH and
Serbia is defined by attempts to bypass
traditional parliamentary oversight and the
urgent need to satisfy international financial
regulators. Key debates focus on the "Grey
List" prevention laws and the controversial
"Mrdic's Laws" in Serbia, which critics argue
have "paralyzed the judiciary."
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BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

*Law on Property Seizure and
Management (BiH): Critical for avoiding
the Moneyval grey list, currently stalled
due to disputes over whether seized assets
should belong to the state or the entities.

* Law on Targeted Financial Sanctions
for Terrorism (BiH): A secondary
requirement for international financial
compliance awaiting ministerial approval.

* Mrdic's Judicial Laws (Serbia): Passed
under emergency procedures without
public debate; legal experts claim these

laws undermine the independence of

prosecutors and the judiciary.

International Emergency Economic
Powers Act (US): The legal framework
invoked by the Trump administration to re-

impose global tariffs after the Supreme

Court's rejection of earlier trade mandates.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Zelenskyy’'s Address to the EU
Parliament: A virtual session where the
Ukrainian
guarantees and a specific EU accession
date.

leader man ri

* Sarajevo Cantonal Assembly: An
upcoming session on March 6 will formalize
the government's resignation following the
Morankic tragedy and systemic transport
failures.

* Serbian Ministry of Agriculture
Briefing: Minister Glamocic claimed the
agricultural situation is better than in the
EU, an assertion rejected by protesting

farmers who refuse further dialogue.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Collapse of State Utility Governance
A primary theme across the Balkans is the
terminal decline of state-owned enterprises
due to ‘'"partiocracy'—the practice where

party membership is the only key to
management positions. In Sarajevo, GRAS has

become the primary symbol of this rot, where
300 million marks in debt and decades of
"cannibalizing" spare parts for vehicle
maintenance have led to fatal consequences.
The closure of the Lukavac Koksara further
illustrates that neither entity nor state
governments have a strategy for industrial
preservation, leaving the workforce to bear
the brunt of bankruptcy.

Erosion of Executive Legitimacy via
"Lawfare"” In the US, the Supreme Court’s
rejection of trade tariffs marks a critical check
on executive power, yet the administration’s
immediate pivot to secondary legal authorities
suggests a shift toward governance by
emergency decree. This trend is mirrored in

Serbia, where "Mrdic’s Laws" are seen as a
tool to neutralize judicial oversight. In BiH,
the controversy over the tender for election
scanners suggests that political factions are
already attempting to compromise the 2026
election technology to maintain power.

The Weaponization of Regional
Infrastructure Infrastructure projects like
the Southern Gas Interconnection and the
Druzba oil pipeline are increasingly being
used as diplomatic leverage. Slovakia and
Hungary’s threat to retaliate against Ukraine
for blocking Russian oil transits indicates that
energy security is fragmenting European
unity. In BiH, the US-led push for Bechtel to
handle the Prenj tunnel project suggests a
growing Western effort to secure critical
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corridors against Eastern influence, though
local corruption remains a primary deterrent.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks) BiH faces a critical
financial tipping point if the anti-money
laundering laws are not passed by the end of
the current week. Failure will likely result in a
"grey list" designation by early March, leading
to immediate increases in transaction costs

for businesses. Simultaneously, a '"perfect
storm" of protests in Sarajevo and Belgrade
will likely disrupt major transport routes as
farmers and veterans escalate their
blockades.

Medium Term (1-6 Months) The 2026 mid-
term elections in the US will be heavily
influenced by the 15% global tariff im on
consumer prices. In Ukraine, the "war of
attrition" will likely reach a breaking point by
summer if the lack of ammunition and the
degradation of the power grid continue. In
BiH, the formation of a new Sarajevo
government will be a litmus test for whether
the "Trojka" coalition can survive the public
backlash over systemic transport failures.

Long Term (1-5 Years) BiH is on a trajectory

toward insolvency, where
the pension system will collapse as the ratio of
retirees to workers becomes untenable.
Regionally, the shift in US foreign policy
toward transactionalism may lead to a
permanent fracturing of the Balkan security
architecture, as local leaders increasingly
seek bilateral deals with Washington, Moscow,
or Beijing pursuing EU
integration.

rather than

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

e The EU must establish a credible and time-
bound accession framework for Ukraine
and the Western Balkans to counter
Russian narratives of "European
indecision."

International financial monitors should
prepare for a contingency scenario where
BiH is grey-listed, focusing on maintaining
humanitarian and critical infrastructure
funding lines.

Security alliances should monitor the shift
in US troop deployments to the Persian
Gulf, as this reduces the capacity to
respond to sudden escalations on NATO's
eastern flank.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Investors in the Balkans should brace for
significant financial friction and higher due
diligence requirements if the BiH "Grey
List" designation is formalized.

* Supply chain managers must diversify
routes to avoid the planned road and
border blockades by regional transport
syndicates in late March.

* US-based companies should evaluate the
reputational and legal risks of pursuing
large-scale infrastructure projects (e.g.,
Bechtel) in environments where judicial
independence is under active political
assault.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
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around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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