TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS

N1HRV

FEBRUARY 24, 2026

T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

THE GLOBAL FRACTURE:

FOUR YEARS OF UKRAINE WAR & SYSTEMIC STRESS

(_< CENTRAL CONFLICT: STRATEGIC STALEMATE & ALLIANCE SCHISM (FEB 2026) >—

FROZEN FRONTLINE
(LESS THAN 1% GAIN/YEAR)

WESTERN ALLIANCE
FRAGMENTATION:
kU.S. PRESSURE vs. EU SECURITY:

< MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS & REGIONAL FALLOUT )

(" EU ENERGY & COHESION |
CHALLENGES

BALKAN INSTABILITY
(CROATIA & SERBIA)

CONSTITUTIONAL CRISIS
(DEFENSE POLICY) ¢

GLOBAL SECURITY &
RULE OF LAW CRISES

E|r w
- O

CROATIA: POLITICAL LAWFARE
PARALYZES PROCUREMENT

SERBIA: FARMER PROTESTS &

COUP PLOTS THREATEN STATE )

MEXICO: CARTEL WAR ZONES
CHALLENGE 2026 WORLD CUP

UK & GLOBAL: POLITICAL
SCANDALS & TRADE UNCERTAINTY

ENERGY SHIFTS: DRUZBA
SUSPENDED, JANAF CAPACITY OFFERED

INTERNAL FRICTION: VETOES
STALL AID & SANCTIONS

1. EVOLUTION OF
STRATEGIC FATIGUE
(STRUCTURAL REALITY)

< DEEP DIVE: TRENDS & THEMES >

2. CONSTITUTIONAL
LAWFARE
(POLITICAL WEAPONRY)

3. TRANSNATIONAL CRIME

& STATE FRAGILITY

(NON-STATE ACTORS CHALLENGE

SOVEREIGNTY)

{ STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & IMPLICATIONS >—

ESCALATING UNREST &

SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS):
POLITICAL SURVIVAL MANEUVERS

MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS)
PEAK DIPLOMATIC PRESSURE
& DEFENSE IMPASSE

LONG TERM (1-5 YEARS):
FROZEN CONFLICT MODEL &
STRUCTURAL EU SHIFT

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS:
ACCELERATE EU REFORM, STABILIZE BALKANS,
DIVERSIFY SUPPLY CHAINS, PREPARE FOR FRAGMENTED LEGAL LANDSCAPES




TODAY'S
MEDIA
TRENDS

N1HRV

FEBRUARY 24, 2026

FOUR YEARS INTO THE UKRAINE
INVASION, THE WESTERN
ALLIANCE FACES UNPRECEDENTED
FRAGMENTATION AS U.S.
DIPLOMATIC PRESSURE FOR
TERRITORIAL CONCESSIONS
CLASHES WITH EUROPEAN
SECURITY CONCERNS AND
INTERNAL COALITION CRISES.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 24, 2026, marks the fourth
anniversary of the Russian invasion of
Ukraine, characterized by a strategic
stalemate on the front lines and a deepening
diplomatic schism within the Western
coalition. While EU leaders converged in Kyiv
to signal continued solidarity, the atmosphere
was marred by the veto of Hungary and
Slovakia on the 20th sanctions package and a
€90 billion aid deal. Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy remains firm against
territorial concessions, despite reportedly
mounting pressure from the Donald Trump
administration in Washington to accept a
"peace for land" swap and move toward
elections. The conflict has evolved into a war
of attrition where Russia, despite massive

casualties, has gained less than 1% additional
territory in the past year, while Ukraine
struggles with a humanitarian crisis involving
over 80,000 missing persons and systematic
energy infrastructure destruction.

In Croatia, the government is embroiled in a
constitutional crisis regarding defense policy
and coalition stability. Defense Minister Ivan
Anusic¢’s visit to Israel to discuss military-
technical cooperation has drawn a sharp
rebuke from President Zoran Milanovi¢, who
has declared any potential agreements
unenforceable. Simultaneously, the ruling
HDZ-led majority is threatened by ideological
rift between the HSLS and the Homeland
Movement (DP) following a scandal involving
DP's Josip Dabro and nationalist iconography.
Regionally, Serbia faces domestic instability
with radicalized farmers' roadblocks and the
arrest of military veterans accused of plotting
a coup. Globally, the elimination of CJNG
cartel leader "El1 Mencho" has plunged Mexico
into a "war zone" state, threatening the
security of 2026 World Cup host cities.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* The Ukraine-Russia @ War  Fourth

Anniversary

o Ukraine reports nearly 500,000 total
casualties since 2022, with 80,000
individuals officially li missing.

o The EU's 20th sanctions package
remains stalled due to Hungarian and
Slovakian objections over energy transit
and aid funding.

o Zelenskyy rejects a ceasefire, arguing it
would merely allow Putin to rebuild
forces for a future offensive.
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* Croatian Defense and Constitutional
Conflict
o Defense Minister AnusSic¢ visited Israel to
discuss "active protection systems" for
German-made tanks, despite presidential
opposition.

o President Milanovi¢ has called for a
suspension of all arms deals with Israel,

e Serbian Civil and Political Unrest

o Farmers have announced radicalized
roadblocks across Serbia starting
February 25, rejecting government
proposals for dairy and crop subsidies.

o Authorities in Kraljevo arrested two
veterans of the 63rd Parachute Brigade

for an alleged plot to assassinate high-

citing international law and ranking state officials.

constitutional prerogatives.

o The "Batak Coalition" of liberal and
center parties is forming to challenge
HDZ in upcoming elections against the

current government.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitical Power
International Relations

Dynamics &

* The shift in U.S. foreign policy toward a
mediatory role, rather than a direct ally of
Ukraine, has forced the EU to consider
becoming a '"rule maker" on its own
continent.

* Mexican Security Crisis
o The Kkilling of Nemesio "El Mencho"
Oseguera Cervantes triggered
widespread cartel retaliation across
Jalisco and neighboring states.

o Guadalajara, a 2026 World Cup host city,
experienced burned vehicles and
roadblocks, prompting a "red code"
security alert.

e Internal EU friction is increasing as
Hungary uses its veto on Ukraine aid as
leverage for its own domestic energy and
financial needs.

e The U.S. Supreme Court's decision to
verturn Trump’s previ riff ision
has injected legal uncertainty into global
trade relations.

* UK Political and Legal Upheaval
o Lord Peter Mandelson was arrested in
London on suspicion of misconduct in
public office related to the Jeffrey

Epstein investigation. Coalition Cohesion & Domestic Stability

o The British government faces calls for an

inquiry into the timing of the arrest and * The Croatian ruling majority is managing

Mandelson's recent diplomatic an "ultimatum" from HSLS leader Dario
appointments. Hrebak regarding the conduct of DP's Josip

Dabro, though the government recently
secured 77 votes for a new minister.

* Serbian governance is under pressure from
"pijanih milionera" (drunk millionaires), a
derogatory term used by the Agriculture
Minister for protesting farmers, which has

inflamed agrarian unrest.
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Energy Security & Critical Infrastructure

* Ukraine has reportedly suspended oil flow
through the Druzba pipeline, impacting
Hungary and Slovakia, while Croatia offers
100% supply capacity via Janaf.

* A warehouse fire at a key Russian oil hub in
Tatarstan indicates ongoing vulnerabilities
in  Russian energy infrastructure amid

Ukrainian drone strikes.
Rule of Law & Corruption

* The Serbian High Council of Prosecutors
failed to appoint permanent prosecutors for
organized crime due to disputes over the
"Mrdi¢ laws", leading to a three-day lawyer
strike.

* In Croatia, the Administrative Court ruled
against the Ministry regarding the
inclusivi llowan for th isabled,
highlighting systemic failures in social care
governance.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity centered on judicial
reforms in Serbia and a burgeoning debate
over ideological symbols in  Croatia.
Significant tension exists between executive
action and judicial oversight in both the U.S.
and Southeast Europe, particularly regarding
trade and social welfare.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Mrdi¢ Laws (Serbia): Contentious judicial
legislation requiring prosecutors to return
to their home offices by March 11,
potentially paralyzing organized crime

* Communist Symbol Ban (Croatia -
Proposed): A proposed law by the
Homeland Movement to ban all communist

and anti-fascist symbols, which Prime

Minister  Plenkovi¢ has stated his
government will not support.
* Inclusivity Allowance Regulation

(Croatia): Ongoing legal and legislative
dispute regarding the calculation of social
benefits for persons with disabilities
following a court defeat for the Ministry.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Zelenskyy Interview/Video Address:
Discussed the "unacceptable" nature of
land-for-peace trades and the need for
security = guarantees that transcend
presidential terms.

* Anusic¢-Katz Meeting (Tel Aviv): High-
level defense meeting focusing on the

Trophy active protection system for
Leopard 2A8 tanks.

* Serbian Agriculture Ministry Presser:
Minister Glamocic¢ claimed solutions for the
milk and crop crisis are alr resolved, a
claim rejected by protest leaders.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Evolution of Strategic Fatigue

Four years into the conflict, "fatigue" is no
longer just a rhetorical device but a structural
reality. In Ukraine, the population is grappling
with the coldest winter of the war and a
relentless energy crisis. Public sentiment is
shifting from the hope of a swift victory to the
grim reality of preserving statehood. The U.S.
shift from "ally" to "mediator" signals a trend

toward strategic realignment, where the

European Union must decide if it has the
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military and financial autonomy to sustain a
war effort without American leadership.

Constitutional Lawfare as Political

Weaponry

The Croatian case study of Minister Anusi¢’s
Israeli visit versus President Milanovi¢’s veto
illustrates a broader trend of "lawfare" within
governance. By utilizing constitutional
prerogatives to block defense procurement,
political actors are increasingly paralyzing
state capacity to achieve domestic leverage.
This trend suggests that national security is
becoming secondary to elite political
positioning ahead of the 2026-2027 election
cycles.

Transnational Crime and State Fragility

The events in Mexico and Serbia highlight a
disturbing trend where non-state actors
(cartels) or anti-establishment  groups
(veteran plotters/farmers) can effectively
challenge state sovereignty. The use of "red
codes" and mass roadblocks suggests that
even states with significant security
apparatuses are struggling to maintain social
order against decentralized or highly
motivated internal opposition.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a
significant escalation in Serbian civil unrest as
farmers move to radicalize roadblocks. In
Croatia, the coalition will likely survive the
immediate "Dabro crisis" as HDZ seeks to
secure 76+ votes through independent
"hands" like Boska Ban. The Mexican
government will maintain a heavy military
presence in Gvadalahara to suppress CJNG
remnants before the World Cup countdown
intensifies.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The EU will
likely attempt to bypass Hungarian vetoes
through bilateral aid agreements for Ukraine.
Pressure on Zelenskyy to hold a referendum
or agree to a ceasefire will peak in late spring
as U.S. "peace initiatives" become more
formalized. Defense procurement in Croatia
will remain stagnant as the constitutional
dispute between the President and Prime
Minister heads toward an impasse in the
Constitutional Court.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The Ukraine conflict
is trending toward a "frozen" status similar to
the Cyprus model, with international security
guarantors and free economic zones. Europe
will undergo a major structural shift toward
"One Health" and self-sufficient energy grids
to mitigate the risks of future zoonotic
pandemics and Russian energy blackmail. The
2026 World Cup will serve as a stress test for
Mexican state capacity to host global events
amidst cartel warfare.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* EU members must accelerate the reform of
the unanimity voting system for sanctions
to prevent individual states from
compromising continental security policy.

Diplomatic efforts should prioritize the
stabilization of the Balkans, as Serbian
arrests and agrarian
suggest a region vulnerable to hybrid
warfare and internal collapse.

veteran unrest

Security guarantors for any Ukraine peace
deal must include non-U.S. powers to
ensure durability beyond the 2028 U.S.
election cycle.
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For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Risk: Investors in energy
intensive industries should shift reliance
from the Druzba pipeline toward

alternative routes like Janaf as Ukraine-

Russia infrastructure attacks escalate.

Regulatory Compliance: European
businesses must prepare for a fragmented
legal landscape in Serbia as the
prosecutor's office faces a potential exodus
of staff and systemic delays.

* Emerging Tech Opportunity: The move
toward straw-based construction and
sustainable materials in Germany
represents a significant opportunity for
green-tech investors as traditional steel
and concrete production faces carbon-
pricing pressure.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
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