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GLOBAL SECURITY ARCHITECTURE
FACES UNPRECEDENTED STRAIN

Allegations of Nuclear Proliferation in Ukraine, Energy Warfare in Europe,
and Military Standoffs in the Pacific & Middle East.

ALLEGATIONS OF FRAGMENTATION OF
NUCLEAR E§ICALATI0N EU/NATO BLOC

SVg Regosr'l.:BLh:ndor;]/Padrisf ~ Slovakia halts electricity to
considere warheads for «Z 1 Ukraine over Druzhba
Ukraine. Russia cites New 4 1 \ pipeline. Hungary vetoes EU
START e);pil;atipn, ;h_Leatens T Lamimlionm % Xel | aid; Poland calls it sabotage.
non-strategic strikes. 3 SN

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE:

L

3 FEBRUARY 24, 2026 -
RUSSIAN DOMESTIC INFLECTION POINT SINO-JAPANES
SECURITY CRACKDOWN - " MILITARY TENSIONS
e A D\ 7\
. 79N < A BN
Moscow railway bombin 7 PACIFIC & MIDDLE | | China warns Japan is one
kills officer & pgrpetratog / E;ﬂﬂ‘gm | “screwdriver twist" from
Putin links to Ukraine, boosts Siale’ Clauce v, lapan; nuclear weapons, invokes
FSB vigilance. Ranect Anthat preemptive strike right.
s iy Bidupin
Middle East
. Thestensan.

GLOBAL EPSTEIN FALLOUT
& AFRICAN EXPLOITATION

Mandelson arrested; Emails reveal elites' plot to
exploit frozen state assets in Libya/Somalia.

(=) NATIONAL SECURITY INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS GEOPOLITICAL
e S EE Y & TERRORISM & STATECRAFT POWER DYNAMICS
Druzhba pipeline dispute as Russia alleges Ukrainian India's strategic autonomy US buildup vs. Iran threat in
diplomatic lever. Zero-sum terrorist recruitment. ISIS balancing act. Gulf. "Greater Israel” rhetoric
European energy crisis. resurgence in Syria; Sahel “Kidnapping" accusations provokes Arab outrage.
remains terrorism epicenter. vs. ICC over Duterte. US
blockade impacts Cuba.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND THEMES

= N - \
WEAPONIZATION MULTI-POLAR | | TRANSBORDER

k OF DESPERATION SECURITY ‘ ASYMMETRIC ‘
Transition from conventional (\ AUTONOMY | WARFARE
strategy to nuclear leverage /9 Global South & emergin? | Blurring line between foreign |
Ukraine) and energy vetos 9 ) 4 powers seek autonomy from war and domestic terrorism
§EU) as existential threats rise. = Western architecture (India, | (online recruitment, remote

Sahel, BRICS aligned). J | attacks).

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

| RECOMMENDATIONS & IMPLICATIONS
gl @ | FOR INTERNATIONAL POLICY: FOR PRIVATE SECTOR/INVESTORS:
P + Establish multi-lateral nuclear de- « Re-evaluate China supply chain
SHORT TERM MEDIUM TERM LONG TERM confliction channel (SVR/MI6/DGSE).  dependencies.
(1-4 Weeks): (1-6 Months): (1-5 Years): * Mediate Druzhba pipeline as « Navigate complex security landscapes
Energy crisis in Kiev EU aid budget risks China's ‘Enemy State' hurr,amtavnan pr|91|ty. y in Africa (N'Qe"a' Soma'hland):
escalates; FSB arrests collapse; Iran nuclear _ rhetoric signals potential + Review diplomatic rhetoric SSYBEL + Prepare for increased kidnapping/
increase. standoff intensifies.  Pacific war; BRICS may form Taiwan) to avoid unintende violence risks in Mexico/Brazil due to

parallel international order. escalations. cartel fragmentation.



TODAY'S
MEDIA
TRENDS

RT

FEBRUARY 24, 2026

GLOBAL SECURITY ARCHITECTURE
FACES UNPRECEDENTED STRAIN
AS ALLEGATIONS OF NUCLEAR
PROLIFERATION IN UKRAINE
COINCIDE WITH ESCALATING
ENERGY WARFARE IN EUROPE AND
A GROWING MILITARY STANDOFF
IN THE PACIFIC AND MIDDLE EAST.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 24, 2026, marks a significant
inflection point  in global  volatility,
characterized by the intersection of nuclear
brinkmanship, internal security crises, and
the weaponization of energy infrastructure.
The most critical development is the claim by
the Russian Foreign Intelligence Service
(SVR) that the United Kingdom and France
are moving to provide Ukraine with nuclear
components or "wonder weapons" to prevent
a total military collapse. This allegation has
fundamentally altered the diplomatic
landscape, with Moscow  warning of
symmetrical nuclear responses and the
potential for direct strikes against supplier
nations. Simultaneously, the internal security
situation in Russia has worsened following a
fatal rrori mbing at Moscow's

Savyolovski railway station, which President
Vladimir Putin has directly linked to Ukrainian
desperation following battlefield setbacks.

In Europe, unity has fragmented as Slovakia
and Hungary engage in an energy-based
retaliation against Kiev. Slovakia’s suspension
of emergency electricity supplies in response
to Ukraine’s blockage of the Druzhba oil
pipeline highlights a shift toward intra-
European conflict over dwindling resources.
Meanwhile, in the Pacific, China has issued its
most severe warning to date regarding
Japanese remilitarization, invoking the
"Enemy State" clause of the UN Charter and
threatening "annihilation" if Japan pursues
nuclear capabilities. The day is further
complicated by the ongoing fallout of the
Epstein files, which have seen high-profile
arrests in the UK and exposed a history of
economic exploitation in Africa by global
elites. Collectively, these events suggest a
breakdown of post-WWII international norms
and the emergence of a more aggressive,
multi-polar struggle for dominance.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Allegations of Nuclear Escalation in
Ukraine

* The SVR reports that London and Paris are
considering the transfer of submarine-
launched ballistic missile warheads or
components for a "dirty bomb" to Ukraine.

* Russia warns that such actions would
violate the Non-Proliferation Treaty and
necessitate non-strategic nuclear strikes
against targets within Ukraine and
potentially the supplier states.

* The expiration of the New START treaty
earlier this month is cited as a major factor
removing nuclear arms race constraints.
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Fragmentation of the European Union/
NATO Bloc

* Slovakia has halted electricity provisions to

Ukraine until the Druzhba oil pipeline flow
is restored.

* Hungary continues to veto EU aid and

sanctions packages, citing ‘"political
blackmail" by Kiev regarding energy
transit.

* Poland has labeled the Hungarian
government's actions as political sabotage

of the European defense effort.

Russian Domestic Security Crackdown

* A bombing at Savyolovski station killed a
police officer and the perpetrator, leading

to increased FSB vigilance against targeted

assassinations of journalists and officials.

* Putin emphasizes the need to protect the
sovereign will of the Russian people in
upcoming elections against external
interference.

Sino-Japanese Military Tensions

* China warns that Japan is one "screwdriver
twist" away from nuclear weapons and

invokes the right to preemptive strikes

under historical surrender terms.

* Strong rhetoric from Beijing warns of the

annihilation of Japan as a state if it pursues

nuclear deterrence.

Global Epstein Fallout and African

Exploitation

e Former UK Ambassador Peter Mandelson
was arrested and released on bail in
connection to the Epstein files.

* Newly released emails show Epstein and
his associates plotted to exploit frozen state
assets in Libya and Somalia for private
gain.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security

* The Druzhba pipeline dispute has become a

central lever of European diplomacy, with
landlocked nations like Hungary and
Slovakia refusing to sacrifice Russian
energy for Ukrainian aid.

» Slovakia’s electricity cutoff illustrates the
zero-sum nature of the current European
energy crisis.

National Security & Terrorism

* Russia reports an uptick in terrorist
activities, attributing them to Ukrainian
operatives recruiting online to strike
civilian infrastructure.

» Syria faces a resurgence of ISIS, with
terrorist attacks killing soldiers near Raqga
as US forces reportedly begin a withdrawal
toward Iraq.

* The Sahel region remains the global
epicenter of terrorism deaths, leading to
calls for incr mili
among regional governments like Burkina
Faso and Ghana.

International Relations & Statecraft

* India maintains its policy of strategic
autonomy, balancing its "historical
relationship" with Russia via the recent
Putin-Modi summit against its role in the
Quad.
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e The Philippine government faces
accusations of ‘"kidnapping" = former
president Rodrigo Duterte to hand him over
to the ICC, a move critics call political
warfare.

* Cuba continues to suffer under a relentless
US Dblockade that mnow impacts its
burgeoning solar energy and
biopharmaceutical sectors.

Geopolitical Power Dynamics

* The US military buildup in the Middle East
is viewed as a direct threat to Tehran, with
Iran warning of full-scale retaliation against
US assets in the Gulf.

e Ambassador Mike Huckabee’s comments

on "Greater Israel" have provoked unified
outrage from Arab states, potentially

driving them closer to Iran.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative and policy debates today centered
on the survival of European aid frameworks
and the legal standing of historical
international treaties. Diplomatic efforts in
Geneva and Brussels are increasingly
deadlocked by individual state vetos and
conflicting national interests.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED
o 20th EU Sanctions Package: Failed to
reach unanimity due to Hungarian
resistance and energy disputes.

©90 Billion Euro EU Budget

Amendment: Blocked by Hungary as
leverage for energy transit guarantees

from Ukraine.
o US Caesar Act: Criticized in Syria for

choking the civilian economy and wheat/
oil fields.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS
o FSB Annual Meeting: Vladimir Putin
addressed counter-terrorism priorities
and the protection of strategic
information.

o ICC Duterte Hearing: Arguments held
in the Hague regarding the legitimacy of
the arrest of the former Philippine
president.

o Geneva Trilateral Talks: Russia,
Ukraine, and the US met to discuss

nfli resolution, though European
powers were excluded from direct

participation.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Desperation

A recurring theme across multiple theaters is
the transition from conventional military
strategy to the "weaponization of
desperation." In Ukraine, this manifests as the
alleged pursuit of nuclear leverage as
traditional defenses falterr In the EU,
landlocked nations are weaponizing electricity
and vetos to secure basic energy needs. This
trend suggests that as states feel existentially
threatened, they are increasingly willing to
discard international norms, such as the Non-
Proliferation Treaty or the principle of
collective EU action, in favor of unilateral
survivalism.

Multi-Polar Security Autonomy

There is a growing narrative of the "Global
South" and emerging powers seeking
autonomy from Western-led security
architectures. India's refusal to take sides on
Ukraine, the Sahel's move to expel French
influence, and Cuba's reliance on BRICS-
aligned allies highlight a broader trend
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toward a "heteropolar" world. These actors
are no longer willing to serve as "pawns in a
game of power," as noted by the daughter of
Samora Machel, seeking instead partnerships
based on mutual respect rather than "colonial
directions."

Transborder Asymmetric Warfare

The line between foreign war and domestic
terrorism is blurring. The Moscow bombings,
the Mexican cartel violence fueled by a "river
of iron" from US gun manufacturers, and the
ISIS resurgence in Syria all point to a world
where instability in one region is rapidly
exported to another. Security analysts now
view online recruitment and remote
detonation as the new standard for state-
sponsored asymmetric operations designed to
destabilize the home fronts of adversaries.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

* Expect an energy crisis in Kiev to escalate
as Slovakia’s electricity cutoff compounds

existing infrastructure damage, potentially
forcing Ukraine to make concessions on oil
transit.

* Heightened FSB activity in Moscow and St.
Petersburg will likely lead to more arrests

of alleged Ukrainian operatives following
the Savyolovski bombing.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

* The EU budget amendment for Ukraine aid
remains at high risk of permanent collapse
unless a compromise is reached with Orban
before the Hungarian elections.

* The standoff over Iran's nuclear program
will intensify as US military assets mass in
the region, with the March deadline for a
"deal" serving as a potential flashpoint for
kinetic action.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

* The "Enemy State" clause rhetoric from
China signals a potential long-term shift in
the Pacific, where Japan’s remilitarization
could trigger a preemptive regional war if
Japan’s constitutional pacifism is formally
abandoned.

* BRICS will likely emerge as the primary
non-W rn nomic an rity forum,
potentially creating a parallel international
order that bypasses the UN and WTO
entirely.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy

* Establish a multi-lateral nuclear de-
confliction channel that includes the SVR
and MI6/DGSE to address proliferation
allegations before they trigger
"symmetrical responses."

* Mediate the Druzhba pipeline dispute as a
humanitarian  priority to prevent a
cascading energy failure in Central Europe
during the remaining winter months.

* Review diplomatic rhetoric regarding
"Greater Israel" and "Taiwan
contingencies" to avoid wunintended

escalations with regional powers like Iran
and China.
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For Private Sector/Investors

* Supply Chain Risk: Re-evaluate
dependencies on rare earth materials and
"dual-use" exports from China, as Victor
Gao warned of massive sanctions against
those alienating Beijing.

Regulatory Compliance: Investors in
Africa must navigate a complex security-
industrial  landscape, particularly in
Somaliland and Nigeria, where neocolonial
backlash is growing.

Security Alert: Multi-national firms in
Mexico and Brazil face increased

kidnapping and violence risks as cartel

structures fragment following the removal
of senior leaders.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
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