
TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS
RUSSIA24

F E B R U A R Y  2 4 ,  2 0 2 6

T H E  G D E L T  P R O J E C T



TODAY'S

MEDIA

TRENDS

RUSSIA24

F E B R U A R Y  2 4 ,  2 0 2 6

RUSSIA ACCUSES WESTERN

POWERS OF NUCLEAR ESCALATION

AMIDST DOMESTIC TERROR

ATTACKS AND SPACE

MILITARIZATION

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February  24,  2026,  marking  the  fourth

anniversary of the Special Military Operation

(SMO),  was  characterized  by  a  sharp

escalation  in  Russian  rhetoric  regarding  an

alleged  nuclear  conspiracy  by  the  United

Kingdom  and  France.  The  Russian  Foreign

Intelligence  Service  (SVR)  issued  a  formal

statement claiming that London and Paris are

actively  preparing  to  transfer  nuclear

weapons or "dirty bomb" technologies to Kyiv.

This  narrative,  disseminated across  all  state

broadcasts, suggests the West is attempting to

prevent  an  imminent  Ukrainian  military

collapse  by  introducing  an  existential

"Wunderwaffe,"  which  would  be  falsely

presented  as  an  independent  Ukrainian

development. The Kremlin and both houses of

the Russian Parliament have moved to initiate

international investigations, framing this as a

terminal  violation of  the Treaty on the Non-

Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT).

Domestic  stability  was  simultaneously

challenged  by  a  suicide  bombing  at

Savëlovsky  Station  in  Moscow,  targeting  a

State  Traffic  Inspectorate  (GIBDD)  vehicle.

The  attack,  which  killed  one  officer  and

injured  two  others,  was  attributed  by

President  Putin to  individuals  recruited  via

the  internet  by  Ukrainian  special  services.

This  event  has  been  leveraged  to  justify  a

significant  hardening  of  internal  security

protocols  and  a  renewed  focus  on  "anti-

terrorist protection" for critical infrastructure.

The  convergence  of  an  alleged  external

nuclear threat and internal "individual terror"

acts serves to consolidate the Russian public

around  a  narrative  of  "existential  struggle"

against a desperate Western bloc.

Strategically,  the  day  also  saw  significant

developments  in  military  technology  and

global trade. The US Department of Defense

reportedly  confirmed  plans  for  a  "Golden

Dome" space-based weapon system aimed at

achieving  "American  orbital  dominance,"  a

move  Russia  views  as  the  opening  of  a

decisive new field of battle. Meanwhile, global

markets  are  reeling  from  a  15%  uniform

import  tariff enacted  by  the  Trump

administration following a US Supreme Court

ruling  that  disrupted  existing  trade

agreements.  Russia  is  positioning itself  as  a

stable  technological  alternative,  highlighting

its progress in autonomous transport systems

and military hardware despite the "chaos" it

portrays in Western diplomatic and economic

circles.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Allegations  of  Anglo-French  Nuclear

Proliferation: The  SVR  and  Russian

leadership  claim  the  UK  and  France  are

covertly  supplying  Ukraine  with  nuclear

components,  specifically  mentioning  the

French  TN-75  warhead from  M51.1

missiles. The Federation Council and State

Duma  have  called  for  parliamentary

investigations in  London  and  Paris  to

expose  what  they  term  a  "criminal

conspiracy"  against  the  global  non-

proliferation regime. 

Savëlovsky  Station  Terrorist  Attack: A

22-year-old native of Udmurtia, reportedly

arriving  from St.  Petersburg,  detonated  a

300g  TNT explosive  device  near  a  police

patrol  in  Moscow.  Authorities  have linked

the  perpetrator  to  Ukrainian  recruitment

efforts, using the incident to highlight the

shift in Kyiv's tactics toward "mass terror"

due to conventional military failures. 

US  "Golden  Dome"  and  Space

Militarization: US  Secretary  of  Defense

Pete Hegseth confirmed a $25 billion initial

investment  in  space-based  weaponry and

sensors. Russia has characterized this as an

explicit  rejection  of  power  parity  in  orbit

and a direct threat to global security that

will require a strategic response. 

Trump  Administration's  Global  Tariff

Shock: Following  a  Supreme  Court

decision,  the  US  has  replaced  previous

targeted tariffs with a 15% flat tariff on all

imports  for  a  150-day  period.  This  has

reportedly "frozen" trade negotiations with

India and the EU, leading to what analysts

call "tariff chaos" in international markets. 

Capture  of  Rizdvyanka  and  Frontline

Advances: Russian  forces  under  the

"Vostok" group liberated the settlement of

Rizdvyanka in the Zaporizhzhia region. The

move  is  strategically  significant  for

severing  the  Orikhiv-Novomykolaivka

highway and  increasing  pressure  on  the

regional capital. 

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

National Security and Counter-Terrorism:

President  Putin,  addressing  the  FSB  board,

emphasized  that  because  the  West  cannot

defeat Russia on the battlefield, it  is betting

on individual and mass terror. This has led to

a  directive  to  strengthen  the  protection of

military personnel, defense industry officials,

and journalists. 

The FSB reported preventing hundreds of

sabotage  attempts,  including  bombs

disguised  as  perfumes  and  explosives

hidden in icons. 

A  focus  on  "internet  recruitment"  has

prompted  calls  for  tighter  control over

digital  spaces  and  messaging  apps  like

Telegram. 

AI  and  Technology  Policy: Russia  is

aggressively  pursuing  "technological

sovereignty"  with  a  focus  on  unmanned

systems. 

The launch of  a "drone port"  on Sakhalin

serves as a national testbed for integrating

civil and military drone traffic. 

Testing of driverless metro trains and trams

in  Moscow  is  slated  for  full  passenger

implementation by 2027. 
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The  government  is  incentivizing

"dronification" across  sectors,  including

forest  fire  monitoring  and pharmaceutical

delivery. 

Economic  Security  and  Financial

Resilience: Prime  Minister  Mishustin's

upcoming report  to  the  State  Duma focuses

on utility tariff oversight and supporting the

"Time of Heroes" program for veterans. 

Proposed  legislation  would  empower  the

Federal  Antimonopoly  Service  (FAS) to

block  "excessive"  regional  utility  price

hikes. 

The government is launching a special IPO

course for small and medium businesses to

diversify  funding  sources  away  from

traditional bank debt. 

The  average  consumer  loan  size  has

increased by 25%, prompting measures to

prevent over-indebtedness. 

International Relations and Bloc Politics:

Russia  is  framing  the  West  as  fragmented,

highlighting the Hungarian veto of a 90 billion

euro credit to Ukraine. 

Russia is strengthening ties with Vietnam,

with  President  Putin  meeting Vietnam’s

Foreign Minister to discuss bilateral trade

and security. 

The  foil  of  an  assassination  attempt  on

Serbian  President  Vucic is  portrayed  as

another  instance  of  Western-backed

instability in Europe. 

The "normalization"  of  relations with Iran

via  a  proposed  nuclear-sanctions  deal is

being monitored as a counter to US military

build-up in the Persian Gulf. 

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The  State  Duma  and  Federation  Council

focused  on  social  protection  for  SMO

participants  and  regulatory  tightening  for

financial  and  child-welfare  services.  The

Duma also prepared for the Prime Minister's

annual  report,  emphasizing  a  "constructive
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dialogue" between  the  executive  and

legislative branches. 

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Gambling  Restrictions: A  bill  passed

its first reading prohibiting betting using

credit cards to reduce household debt. 

Child  Support  Thresholds: New

legislation  maintains  family  benefits

even  if  household  income  slightly

exceeds (by up to 10%) the subsistence

level. 

Utility  Tariff  Oversight: Proposals  to

give  the  FAS  more  power to  control

regional utility price spikes. 

Veteran  Benefits: A  law  was  adopted

granting  35  days  of  unpaid  leave for

veterans of the SMO and Afghan/Syrian

conflicts. 

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

FSB Board Meeting: Putin detailed

the shift toward countering individual

terror and  protecting  industrial

secrets. 

State  Duma/Mishustin

Consultations: Preliminary meetings

prior to the Feb 25 report focused on

housing and regional development. 

SVR  Nuclear  Briefing: The

intelligence  agency  released  details

on  the  Anglo-French  "dirty  bomb"

plot. 

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Nuclearization  of  De-escalation

Narratives: Russia  has  moved  beyond

standard  warnings  to  specific  accusations

of  nuclear  sabotage.  By  alleging  that

Britain and France are preparing a "false

flag"  nuclear  scenario (presenting

European  weapons  as  Ukrainian-made),

Moscow is pre-emptively delegitimizing any
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future  Ukrainian  technological

breakthrough.  This  suggests  a  strategic

pivot: Russia is preparing its domestic and

international  audience for  a  "joint  attack"

scenario  under  its  updated  nuclear

doctrine,  which  views  attacks  by  non-

nuclear states supported by nuclear states

as a collective aggression.

The  "Ukrainian  Export"  of  Global

Instability: A  recurring  theme in  today's

broadcasts  is  the  alleged  global

proliferation  of  Ukrainian  combat  tactics

and  weapons.  Reports  on  the  Mexican

cartel  riots specifically  claim  that  cartel

members  were  trained  by  Ukrainian

officers  in  drone  warfare.  This  narrative

serves to frame Ukraine as a "black hole" of

international crime and a source of chaos

for  the  Americas,  potentially  designed  to

weaken  US  public  support  for  Kyiv  by

linking  it  to  the  domestic  fentanyl  and

cartel crisis.

Technological  Leapfrogging  via  Crisis:

Despite portraying the West as technically

proficient  but  morally  bankrupt  (e.g.,  the

Gerald Ford carrier sewage failure), Russia

is signaling its own technological maturity.

The emphasis on AI-driven metro trains and

the  mass  deployment  of  FPV  drones is

intended  to  show  that  Russia  has

successfully converted its wartime economy

into  a  high-tech  incubator.  This  "civil-

military  fusion"  is  being  marketed  as  the

foundation  for  the  next  generation  of

Russian elites, trained through the "Time of

Heroes" program.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect  a

significant increase in security presence in

Moscow  and  major  transport  hubs

following  the  Savëlovsky  attack.  Public

messaging  will  likely  focus  on  "vigilance"

regarding  internet  recruitment  of  minors.

Russia will use the UN Security Council to

formally  present  the  SVR’s  claims  of

nuclear proliferation by the UK and France,

likely  to  coincide  with  upcoming

international diplomatic summits.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): The  15%

US  tariff  will  likely  accelerate  Russian-

Chinese  and  Russian-Indian  efforts  to

finalize  alternative  financial  settlements.

Domestically, the government will move to

nationalize  "abandoned"  real  estate  and

assets in  liberated  territories,  integrating

them into the federal economic system. The

US  "Golden  Dome"  announcement  will

trigger  a  formal  increase  in  Russian

aerospace  defense  spending in  the  next

budget cycle.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): Russia  is

positioning  for  a  permanent  militarization

of  the  "Orbital  Domain."  The  framing  of

space as the "decisive battlefield" suggests

a shift away from traditional arms control

toward an orbital  arms race.  Structurally,

the Russian governance model is  evolving

into  a  "Veteran-Manager"  meritocracy,

where combat experience is a prerequisite

for  high-level  administrative  posts,

ensuring  a  long-term  hawkish  posture  in

domestic and foreign policy.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

The  allegations  against  the  UK  and

France  regarding  the  TN-75  warhead

indicate that Russia is seeking a pretext

to  officially  expand  its  target  list  to

include European nuclear infrastructure

if conventional gains slow. 

Diplomatic channels should monitor the

UN voting patterns of the "Global South"

on  the  upcoming  peace  resolution;

Russia  is  successfully  framing  Western

aid  as  "colonial  extortion"  and

"shantazh" (blackmail). 

The militarization of space is no longer a

fringe topic; it is now a central pillar of

Russian national security doctrine. 

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Risk:  The  15% US uniform tariff poses

immediate  supply  chain  risks  for

European  and  Indian  exporters,  likely

leading  to  retaliatory  measures  and

increased  costs  for  global  consumer

goods. 

Opportunity: Russia's national project on

"Unmanned Aircraft Systems" is creating

a  massive  captive  market  for

microelectronics  and  sensor  technology

that  can  bypass  Western  sanctions  via

regional hubs like Vietnam. 

Compliance:  Companies  operating  in

Russia  must  prepare  for  stricter  labor

and  reporting regulations  as  the  State

Duma  moves  to  penalize  "hiding"

industrial  accidents  and

mismanagement. 
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using Gemini 3 and may include errors and

omissions.  Please  verify  all  findings.  No

data is used to train or tune any AI model.

For  questions  or  suggestions,  please

contact kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the
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https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA24_20260224_190000_RIK_Rossiya_24
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA24_20260224_213000_RIK_Rossiya_24
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA24_20260224_130000_RIK_Rossiya_24
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA24_20260224_070000_RIK_Rossiya_24
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA24_20260224_113000_RIK_Rossiya_24
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA24_20260224_113000_RIK_Rossiya_24
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA24_20260224_180000_RIK_Rossiya_24
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA24_20260224_180000_RIK_Rossiya_24
mailto:kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/


Internet  Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at

https://archive.org/details/tv.
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