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THE CONVERGENCE OF
AGGRESSIVE AMERICAN
PROTECTIONISM, A LOOMING
MILITARY CONFRONTATION WITH
IRAN, AND THE FALLOUT OF
MEXICO’S SECURITY CRISIS
DEFINES A VOLATILE
GEOPOLITICAL LANDSCAPE FOR
CANADIAN INTERESTS.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 25, 2026, marked a significant pivot
in North American relations and global
security architecture. U.S. President Donald

Trump delivered the longest State of the
Union address in  American  history,

characterized by a defiant commitment to a
"permanent tariff" regime despite recent
judicial setbacks. The administration’s trade
representative, Jamison Greer, signaled a
fundamental shift in the renewal of the
CUSMA trade deal, suggesting that any future
agreement with Canada will likely include
baseline tariffs to incentivize U.S. reshoring.
This protectionist stance 1is driving the
Canadian government, led by Prime Minister
Mark Carney, to accelerate its trade
diversification mission to India, Australia, and

Japan, seeking to mitigate the risks of over-
reliance on the American market.

Simultaneously, the geopolitical focus has
shifted toward a potential kinetic conflict in
the Middle East. The United States has
initiated its largest military buildup in the
Persian Gulf since 2003, with President Trump
threatening strikes against Iran if nuclear
negotiations in Geneva fail to produce an
immediate "zero enrichment" guarantee. In
Mexico, the Kkilling of cartel leader "El
Mencho" has sparked a wave of retaliatory
violence and blockades in tourist hotspots like
Puerto Vallarta, raising concerns about a
power vacuum and the long-term stability of
North American supply chains. These external
pressures coincide with domestic Canadian
tensions regarding Al safety protocols and the
politicization of asylum seeker healthcare,
illustrating a period of high-stakes governance
and systemic friction.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

U.S. State of the Union and the
"Permanent Tariff" Doctrine

* President Trump delivered a 150-minute
address touting a "Golden Age" of the
American economy, claiming success in
reducing inflation and boosting growth
despite conflicting economic indicators and
low approval ratings.

* The administration announced a
workaround for the Supreme Court's strike-
down of emergency tariffs, implementing a
new 10% global tariff while vowing that
tariffs could eventually replace the U.S.
income tax system.
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* U.S. Trade Representative Jamison Greer Canadian Trade Diversification and

explicitly stated that Canada may need to Domestic Friction
accept a higher tariff rate as a condition for
a renewed trade deal to facilitate U.S. * Prime Minister Carney is leading a high-
industrial reshoring. profile delegation to the Indo-Pacific to
reduce Canadian economic dependency on
Escalation toward Iran Nuclear Conflict the United States.

e Conservative Leader Pierre Poilievre has

* The U.S. has deployed a massive military T
sparked controversy by criticizing

arsenal to the Middle East, with experts

e . . healthcare expenditures for asylum
predicting a narrow window for a strike )
seekers, a move analysts describe as a "dog

whistle" to mobilize his base amid falling
poll numbers.

opening as early as this weekend if Geneva
talks collapse.

* Trump has demanded "secret words" from
Tehran—a permanent vow to never possess
nuclear weapons—stating he will never
allow Iran to reach nuclear capability.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Economic Security and Trade

Mexico Security Crisis Following Fl

Mencho's Death * The U.S. is pushing for "stricter rules" in

CUSMA to prevent Canada from being used
» Mexican Special Forces killed Nemesio as a back door for Chinese goods through

Oseguera Cervantes (El Mencho), leader of "screwdriver operations."

the Jalisco New Generation Cartel,

Ontario Premier Doug Ford has threatened

triggering mass vehicle burnings and retaliatory measures on critical exports like
tourism lockdowns. nickel and potash if U.S. tariffs persist,

» While international flights have resumed, arguing protectionism will fail.

thousands of Canadians remain sheltering * The Canadian economy is showing signs of
in place, and there are significant fears of a distress, with negative growth in eight of
protracted cartel war for succession. the last eleven months, barely avoiding a

technical recession.
Al Accountability Scandal (OpenAl)

Technology Policy and Digital Sovereignty
* OpenAl executives were summoned to

Ottawa after revelations the company * The federal government is facing calls to
banned the Tumbler Ridge shooter eight legislate AI platforms following the OpenAl
months prior to the attack but failed to failure, as the "self-regulation" model is
notify law enforcement of violent posts. increasingly viewed as insufficient for

* B.C. Premier David Eby has accused the public safety.

tech giant of failing to prevent tragedy and * Global supply chain shortages for Al
is demanding strict federal regulation of Al memory chips are driving up consumer
platforms. electronics prices and threatening the

production of smartphones and consoles.
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National Security and Geopolitical Power
Dynamics

e Ukraine marked the fourth anniversary of

Russia’s invasion with Canada committing
$2 billion in additional aid and 400 armored
vehicles to sustain the war effort.

» U.S. opposition to offshore wind proj on
national security grounds is creating an
investment chill, which Nova Scotia hopes
to exploit through its "Wind West" mega-
project.

Corruption and Governance

* The release of documents related to Prince
Andrew’s trade envoy role and his ties to
Jeffrey Epstein has fueled public distrust in
elite governance, alongside similar scrutiny
of Bill Gates and Larry Summers.

* In Pakistan, the arrest of a dual Canadian
citizen for social media posts has raised
concerns about transnational repression
and digital authoritarianism.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance activity this period focused on
managing the fallout from AI negligence,
trade disputes, and immigration reform.
Legislative debate in Canada is increasingly
polarized around the intersection of security
and refugee rights.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Bill C-12: Federal legislation intended to
prevent extortion suspects from claiming
refugee status to delay deportation;
currently being debated in the Senate with
concerns over executive overreach.

* High-Speed Rail Expropriation:
Proposed plans for the Toronto-Quebec City
corridor are facing intense opposition from
farmers in Mirabel over land seizures.

* Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act
(Pakistan): Used to detain a U.S.T student
in Lahore for social media posts critical of
the state; highlights the risk of
international students in authoritarian
regimes.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* OpenAl Summit in Ottawa: Federal
ministers questioned tech executives on

their safety escalation thresholds regarding
the Tumbler Ridge shooter.

* Human Trafficking Symposium: Peel
Police hosted a summit in Mississauga to
coordinate survivor-led strategies against
increasing exploitation rates.

* Trade Mission Briefings: Minister
Melanie Joly and Matt Jeneru briefed the

press on the strategic goals for the India-

Japan-Australia mission.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Death of Free Trade Consensus

The traditional North American trade
architecture is being
dismantled in favor of a "Transactional
Protectionism" model. The U.S. Trade
Representative's admission that permanent
tariffs are now a negotiating baseline
suggests that the "free" in Free Trade is
effectively dead. For Canada, this necessitates
a rapid shift toward a "Fortress North
America" defense strategy (as suggested by
Premier Ford) or a complete re-orientation

toward Indo-Pacific markets. The U.S.

systematically
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expectation for Canada to facilitate
"reshoring" implies a managed decline of
certain Canadian industrial sectors to appease
American labor interests.

The AI Liability Crisis

The OpenAl-Tumbler Ridge incident
represents a watershed moment for Al ethics
and corporate liability. The revelation that
staff internally flagged violent content but
failed to act exposes the failure of voluntary
safety codes. This trend is likely to lead to
mandatory "duty to report" legislation for Al
providers, similar to those imposed on
financial institutions or social workers. The
political outrage from Premiers Eby and
ministers in Ottawa indicates that federal
regulation is now inevitable, ending the era of

tech-sector self-governance in Canada.
The Fragility of the "Kingpin" Strategy

The tactical success of killing El Mencho has
highlighted the strategic failure of the
"kingpin" approach to drug enforcement.
Instead of ending the drug trade, the
operation has triggered a chaotic succession
war that directly impacts Canadian security
(via potential street cocaine price spikes) and
tourism. The spillover of cartel violence into
tourist zZones like Puerto Vallarta
demonstrates that the drug trade is no longer
a localized issue but a systemic threat to the
broader mobility and
economic corridor.

North American

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

* Expect a period of extreme military
volatility in the Persian Gulf; if Geneva talks
fail by Thursday, a U.S. strike on Iranian
nuclear sites could commence by the
weekend, triggering a regional retaliatory
cycle.

* Continued cartel blockades and violence in
Jalisco are likely as factions fight for
control, possibly leading to an elevated
Global Affairs travel advisory for all of
Mexico.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

* The U.S. midterm elections in November
will likely see President Trump double
down on immigration an riff rh
shore up his base, further complicating
CUSMA renewal negotiations ahead of the
July 1 deadline.

* The Canadian federal government will
likely introduce new AI safety regulations
requiring mandatory reporting of violent or
inflammatory content by large language
model providers.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

e If the "Permanent Tariff" doctrine remains
in place, Canada will see a structural
ling of i nd manuf rin
sectors from the U.S. supply chain, forcing
a transition toward a more domestic or
diverse global manufacturing base.

e The successful development of Nova
Scotia’s "Wind West" project could position
Canada as a green energy exporter to the
U.S. Northeast, potentially bypassing U.S.
domestic opposition to renewable
infrastructure.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Security Architecture: Canada must
prepare for a prolonged period of
instability in Mexico, requiring enhanced
intelligence sharing and potential
evacuation protocols for citizens as cartel
structures fracture.

* Strategic Alignment: The PM's Indo-
Pacific mission should be treated as a
permanent strategic shift rather than a
temporary leverage tactic, as U.S.
protectionism appears to be a multi-
partisan structural trend.

* Diplomatic Engagement: Aggressive
mediation is needed to stabilize the Iran
situation via Geneva, as a full-scale conflict
would cripple global energy markets and
derail the current Canadian economic "soft
landing."

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Management: Electronics
and auto manufacturers should stockpile
memory chips and critical components now,
as the Al boom and U.S. reshoring demands
will continue to squeeze supply and drive
up RAM prices.

* Regulatory Compliance: Al developers
must immediately audit their safety
escalation protocols and prepare for
mandatory reporting requirements to avoid
significant legal and reputational fallout in
the Canadian market.

* Investment Opportunity: The U.S. "War
on Wind" creates a unique competitive
van for nadian renewables;
investors should look toward East Coast
offshore wind projects as a safer haven for
capital than U.S.-based Atlantic projects.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
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omissions. Please verify all findings. No data more about the GDELT Project at https:/

is used to train or tune any Al model. blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

For questions or suggestions, please contact archive.org/details/tv
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
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