
TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS
CCTV1

F E B R U A R Y  2 5 ,  2 0 2 6

T H E  G D E L T  P R O J E C T



TODAY'S

MEDIA

TRENDS

CCTV1

F E B R U A R Y  2 5 ,  2 0 2 6

CHINA ANCHORS STRATEGIC

PARTNERSHIPS AMID US TRADE

POLICY COLLAPSE AND

ESCALATING MIDDLE EAST

DIPLOMATIC BRINKMANSHIP

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February  25,  2026,  marks  a  pivotal  shift  in

global geopolitical and economic alignments.

In Beijing,  the arrival  of  German Chancellor

Olaf Scholz for his first official visit signifies a

robust  re-engagement  between  the  world's

second  and  third-largest  economies.  Amidst

Western rhetoric of "de-risking," the inclusion

of  a  high-level  German corporate  delegation

highlights  a  prioritized  pursuit  of  bilateral

trade  stability in  sectors  ranging  from

automotive  to  green  energy.  This  diplomatic

overture contrasts sharply with the mounting

friction  between  the  United  States  and  its

European  allies  over  unilateralism  and

domestic political interference.

Simultaneously,  the  United  States  faces  a

profound  domestic  fiscal  and  trade  crisis

following  a  Supreme  Court  ruling  that

declared large-scale tariff policies illegal. This

has  triggered  a  massive  wave  of  litigation

from  over  a  thousand  major  corporations,

including  FedEx  and  Starbucks,  seeking

upwards  of  $175 billion  in  refunds.  The  US

administration’s attempt to bypass this ruling

through  "232"  and  "301"  national  security

investigations  signals  a  desperate  pivot

toward legal warfare to maintain protectionist

barriers. Meanwhile, in the Middle East, the

start of indirect talks in Geneva between the

US and Iran is shadowed by a significant US

military  buildup  and  Israeli  threats  of

preemptive  strikes,  placing  the  region  on  a

razor's edge between a "nuclear freeze" and

open conflict.

Domestically, China is transitioning from post-

Spring  Festival  celebrations  to  a  rigorous

implementation  of  "New  Quality  Productive

Forces."  This  is  evidenced  by  the

announcement  of  significantly  stricter

national  air  quality  standards and  a  multi-

billion  yuan  commitment  to  national

equipment  renewal,  particularly  in  urban

infrastructure  like  elevators.  These  moves,

combined  with  legislative  updates  to  social

assistance  and  cybersecurity  laws,

demonstrate a concerted effort to consolidate

state  capacity  and  social  order  while

navigating  a  volatile  international

environment.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Sino-German Strategic Rapprochement

German  Chancellor  Scholz  arrived  in

Beijing  with  a  delegation  of  30  top

executives,  emphasizing  that  German

industry  views  the  Chinese  market  as

indispensable for mutual development.

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CCTV1_20260225_040000_30
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CCTV1_20260225_040000_30
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CCTV1_20260225_205300
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CCTV1_20260225_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CCTV1_20260225_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CCTV1_20260225_140000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CCTV1_20260225_110000


President Xi Jinping and Premier Li Qiang

held  high-level  talks  focused  on

maintaining  "all-around  strategic

partnership"  and  resisting  protectionism,

specifically  in  automotive  and  chemical

industries.

Germany reaffirmed its commitment to the

"One China" policy and expressed support

for enhanced EU-China dialogue.

US Trade Policy and Fiscal Crisis

The  US  Supreme  Court's  determination

that federal tariff policies were illegal has

led  to  a  projected  $175  billion  refund

liability for the US Treasury.

State governors from New York, California,

and  Illinois  have  joined  corporations  in

demanding  the  return  of  billions  in  tax

revenues collected  under  the  voided

policies.

The  US  Department  of  Commerce  is

reportedly  preparing  "232  investigations"

into  batteries,  steel,  and

telecommunications  to  re-impose  tariffs

under national security pretenses.

Geneva  Indirect  Nuclear  Talks  and

Regional Tensions

Indirect negotiations between the US and

Iran began in Geneva, with Iran demanding

a  full  lifting  of  economic  sanctions  in

exchange for reduced uranium enrichment

levels.

The  US has  deployed  11  F-22  fighters  to

Israel,  which  the  Israeli  media

characterizes as preparation for countering

potential Iranian missile strikes.

Israel has warned the US against a "weak

deal" and is reportedly pushing for military

action  to  degrade  Iranian  retaliatory

capabilities.

China’s Green Regulatory Overhaul

The Ministry of  Ecology and Environment

released  new  Air  Quality  Standards,

lowering  the  PM2.5  annual  concentration

limit to 25 micrograms per cubic meter by

2035.

A  phased implementation  starts  March 1,

2026,  marking a transition toward global-

leading environmental regulations.

Aerospace and Technology Milestones

LandSpace  (Blue  Arrow)  announced  that

the Zhuque-3 reusable rocket will attempt

its first full recovery and reuse flight in Q4

2026.

Recent  vertical  recovery  tests  achieved

high-precision  guidance,  though  an

unspecified anomaly occurred  in  the  final

meters of a recent test descent.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Economic Security & Trade Warfare

The collapse of  US tariff legality  is  being

framed  in  Chinese  media  as  a  failure  of

"unilateralism,"  with  data  showing  US

consumers and businesses bore 90% of the

tariff costs.

China's  trade with Germany reached 1.51

trillion RMB in 2025, with China reclaiming

its  status  as  Germany's  largest  trading

partner.

Domestic Stability & Social Order

The  National  People’s  Congress  (NPC)  is

reviewing  the  Social  Assistance  Law,

focusing  on  privacy  protections  for  aid

recipients and  integration  with  judicial

relief.
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State security agencies reported a case of a

citizen  lured  into  an  overseas  anti-China

organization under  the  guise  of  an

immigration pathway, highlighting ongoing

risks in foreign influence operations.

Police  in  Hebei  dismantled  a  fraud  ring

targeting  the  elderly  by  exchanging  free

eggs for personal mobile data,  which was

then sold to criminal networks.

Energy Security & Infrastructure

The  Druzhba  (Friendship)  pipeline  transit

through  Ukraine  remains  a  point  of  high

tension  for  Hungary  and  Slovakia,  with

Ukraine  citing  Russian  damage  as  the

cause for supply interruptions.

China  is  accelerating  the  "equipment

renewal"  program,  allocating  9.58  billion

RMB  specifically  for  upgrading  61,500

elevators in old residential communities.

The  Shaanxi-Beijing  gas  pipeline  system

has  surpassed  a  cumulative  800  billion

cubic meters of natural gas delivery since

1997.

Diplomatic Engagement & Lawfare

France has summoned the US Ambassador

to explain a refusal to accept a diplomatic

protest regarding  US  interference  in

French domestic security matters.

China has expressed "serious concern" over

Japan’s  efforts  to  relax  weapon  export

restrictions,  viewing  it  as  a  move  toward

re-militarization.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The  14th  National  People's  Congress  (NPC)

Standing  Committee  met  for  its  62nd

Chairperson's Council meeting to prepare for

the  upcoming  full  session.  Key  legislative

work focused on social  stability,  professional

oversight, and national safety services.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Social  Assistance  Law  (Draft  2nd

Reading): Includes  new  provisions  to

protect  personal  information and  ensure

that  data  collection  for  aid  is  limited  to

what is "strictly necessary."

National  Fire  Rescue  Personnel  Law

(Draft): Aims  to  standardize  the

management, recruitment, and benefits

of  the  fire  rescue  services  within  the

administrative  framework  for

professionalized disaster response.

Certified  Public  Accountants  Law

(Amendment): Proposes  stricter

supervision  and  penalties for  accounting

fraud to ensure financial market integrity.

Environmental  Air  Quality  Standards

(Revised): Codifies  the  new  PM2.5  and

PM10  limits,  introducing  a  two-stage

transition ending in 2031.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

State  Council  Briefing  on  Equipment

Renewal: Detailed the allocation of funds

from ultra-long-term special treasury bonds

to  support  industrial  and  residential

infrastructure upgrades.

Ministry of Education Update: Reported

a 9.3% increase in student physical health

since  2016  and  a  four-year  decline  in

myopia rates among youth.

National  Forestry  and  Grassland

Administration: Released the 2026 spring

sandstorm  outlook,  predicting  11  to  13

sandstorm events for Northern China.
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Fragmentation of Western Economic

Policy

A  significant  narrative  emergence  is  the

diverging economic paths of  the EU (led by

Germany)  and  the  US.  While  the  US

administration struggles with the legal fallout

of its protectionist trade regime, Germany is

actively deepening industrial ties with China.

The transcripts highlight a German business

community  that  is  not  only  refusing  to  "de-

couple" but is actively increasing investment

to  remain  competitive.  This  suggests  a

weakening of the Transatlantic consensus on

China, as European economic interests dictate

a  more  pragmatic  approach  than

Washington’s security-first stance.

State-Led Green Modernization as Social

Contract

China’s aggressive new air quality standards

represent  more than environmentalism;  they

are  a  core  component  of  "Beautiful  China"

governance.  By  tightening  standards  when

70% of cities already meet the old ones, the

state is forcing a technological upgrade across

its energy and industrial sectors. This "green

lawfare"  creates  a  domestic  market  for  new

energy  technologies  while  addressing  a

primary  public  health  concern,  thereby

strengthening  the  legitimacy  of  the  state’s

modernization path.

The  Normalization  of  "Gray  Zone"

Diplomacy

From  the  US-France  diplomatic  row  to  the

CIA’s overt recruitment of Iranian assets via

social  media,  the  transcripts  reflect  a  world

where  traditional  diplomatic  protocols  are

being abandoned.  The US's  use  of  "national

security" as a fallback for illegal tariffs and its

ambassador's refusal to meet French officials

indicate  a  shift  toward  aggressive

unilateralism.  China’s  response—

characterized  by  a  mix  of  high-level

engagement  with  Germany  and  "firm

warnings"  to  Japan—suggests  a  strategy  of

selective  multilateralism designed  to  isolate

the US's more confrontational elements.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect  high

volatility in US trade markets as corporations

file  more  lawsuits  following  the  SCOTUS

ruling. In Geneva, the nuclear talks are likely

to reach a "partial freeze" agreement to avoid

immediate military escalation, despite Israeli

pressure.  Domestically,  China  will  begin  the

"March 1" regulatory shift for environmental

and social assistance laws, likely accompanied

by localized enforcement campaigns.

Medium Term (1-6  Months): The  US will

attempt  to  re-institutionalize  tariffs  through

the  "232"  framework,  leading  to  new  legal

challenges. Sino-German joint ventures in AI

and biotech will likely see a surge in project

commencements.  The  impact  of  China’s

"equipment  renewal"  spending  will  start  to

appear  in  industrial  production  data,

specifically  in  the  machinery  and  smart

manufacturing sectors.

Long Term (1-5 Years): China’s commitment

to the 2035 air quality and "Beautiful China"

goals  will  drive  a  total  restructuring  of  the

national  energy mix,  likely  achieving carbon

neutrality  milestones  ahead  of  schedule.

Globally, the failure of US tariff policy could

lead  to  a  broader  collapse  of  the  USD-

denominated trade system if the $175 billion

refund destabilizes  the  US  fiscal  outlook,
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forcing  a  move  toward  more  bilateral  and

regional currency settlements.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

The US-Iran "indirect" model may become

the new standard for high-stakes diplomacy

when  formal  channels  have  collapsed;

neutral intermediaries like Oman will gain

significant leverage.

The French-US diplomatic friction suggests

an  opening  for  China  to  strengthen  ties

with  individual  EU  members who  feel

sidelined by Washington’s domestic-focused

foreign policy.

Japan’s  military  export  shift  requires  a

regional monitoring mechanism to prevent

a localized arms race in East Asia.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Regulatory Risk: Companies operating in

China  must  prepare  for  stricter

environmental  compliance starting  March

2026;  "early  adopters"  of  green  tech  will

benefit from government subsidies.

Supply Chain Opportunity: The US move

toward  "232  investigations"  into  batteries

and steel  creates  a  high-risk  environment

for  importers;  diversifying  manufacturing

to Europe or Southeast Asia may mitigate

these upcoming tariff shocks.

Investment  Climate: The  Chinese

"equipment renewal" plan targets 126,000

elevators and millions of smart appliances,

providing  a  clear  demand  signal  for  the

industrial robotics and IoT sectors.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet
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Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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