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GLOBAL REALIGNMENT

ACCELERATES AS THE UNITED

STATES EMBRACES

UNILATERALISM AND MIDDLE

POWERS HEDGE STRATEGIC RISKS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 25, 2026, marks a pivotal moment in

the shift toward a multipolar world order as

the  United  States  signals  a  definitive  move

away  from  traditional  multilateralism.

President  Donald  Trump’s  record-breaking

State of the Union address outlined a "Golden

Age" characterized by continued immigration

crackdowns and  a  rejection  of  judicial

constraints  on  trade  policy.  The

administration’s  pivot  toward  unilateral

military  action—highlighted  by  the  claimed

"obliteration" of Iranian nuclear facilities and

the  ousting  of  the  Maduro  regime  in

Venezuela—has forced traditional allies into a

period  of  intensive  strategic  hedging.

Concurrently,  the  European  and  Asian

response suggests a "reset" of relations with

China, as leaders from Germany, the UK, and

Canada seek to stabilize economic ties in the

face of U.S. tariff volatility.

The tension between technological ethics and

national security reached a flashpoint as the

Pentagon issued a contractual ultimatum to AI

developer Anthropic, demanding the removal

of  safeguards  against  military  use.  This

development,  paired  with  Germany’s

diplomatic  mission  to  Beijing  and  India’s

deepening  "partnership"  with  Israel,

illustrates a global landscape where economic

survival often overrides ideological alignment.

Meanwhile,  environmental  and  humanitarian

crises, from the toxic legacy of lead mining in

Zambia to the energy-intensive desperation of

desalination in the Canary Islands, continue to

challenge  state  capacity  and  the  long-term

sustainability of current development models.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

U.S. State of  the Union: Unilateralism

and Domestic Consolidation 

President  Trump  delivered  the  longest

State of the Union address in history (1

hour 48 minutes), asserting that the U.S.

is  "bigger,  better,  richer,  and  stronger

than  ever"  despite  falling  approval

ratings  and  a  significant  legal  setback

regarding global tariffs.

The administration signaled its intent to

bypass  the  Supreme  Court’s  ruling

against sweeping tariffs by invoking the

Trade Act of 1930 and national security

authorities  (Section  232)  to  maintain

trade barriers.

The  speech  highlighted  two  major

military  shifts:  "Operation  Midnight

Hammer,"  which  allegedly  obliterated

Iranian  nuclear  facilities,  and  the

capture  of  Venezuelan  leader  Nicolas

Maduro, who is now facing trial in New

York.
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European and Asian Strategic Hedging 

German  Chancellor  Friedrich  Merz

arrived in Beijing for a first official visit,

securing  a  major  order  for  120  Airbus

aircraft  while  attempting  to  navigate  a

record trade deficit and China’s support

for Russia.

Indian  PM  Narendra  Modi’s  visit  to

Israel  emphasized  a  defense-heavy

partnership,  with  a  focus  on  acquiring

Israeli missile defense systems like Iron

Dome and Iron Beam, while maintaining

a delicate balance with Iran.

Icelandic  PM  Kristun  Frosta  Dortier

announced a referendum on joining the

EU, driven by regional instability and the

strategic  importance  of  the  GIUK  gap

under the second Trump administration.

Technological  and  Digital  Sovereignty

Crises 

The Pentagon issued a Friday deadline to

Anthropic to drop ethical restrictions on

AI military use or face the loss of $200

million  in  contracts  and  potential

invocation  of  the  Defense  Production

Act.

The  U.S.  Treasury  revealed  that  mass

surveillance  and  autonomous  lethal

targeting are  key  areas  where  the

military  seeks  unrestricted  AI

application,  sparking  a  debate  over

"human control" vs. machine autonomy.

Energy  and  Resource  Transition

Developments 

The discovery and exploration of "white

hydrogen" in Bavaria and Mali presents

a  potential  clean-energy  jackpot,  with

estimates  suggesting  underground

reserves could meet  global  demand for

200 years.

The  Canary  Islands  face  an  ecological

crisis from desalination brine discharge,

which  is  destroying  seagrass  beds—a

critical  carbon  sink—while  accounting

for  10%  of  the  islands'  electricity

consumption.

Justice and Humanitarian Fallout 

The criminal investigation into the New

Year’s  Eve  bar  fire in  Crans-Montana,

Switzerland,  revealed  that  authorities

failed to conduct safety inspections since

2019, leading to over 40 deaths.

A  class-action  lawsuit  against  Anglo-

American  for  lead  poisoning in  Kabwe,

Zambia, highlights the persistent health

effects  on  children,  with  95%  of  local

youth  carrying  dangerous  blood-lead

levels.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

AI and Technology Policy The confrontation

between  the  U.S.  government  and  AI  firm

Anthropic marks a significant escalation in the

struggle  for  digital  sovereignty.  The

Pentagon’s demand for "unrestricted" access

to AI models for "all lawful purposes" suggests

a  policy  shift  toward  autonomous  weapons

systems,  bypassing  previous  international

discussions on human control. This creates a

regulatory  precedent  where  private

companies may be classified as "supply chain

risks" for maintaining ethical guardrails.
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Energy Security and Financial Resilience

The U.S. has intensified its "Drill, Baby, Drill"

policy,  noting  that  oil  production  is  up  by

600,000  barrels per  day.  However,  the

reliance  on  Venezuela’s  extra-heavy  crude

presents a long-term economic challenge due

to  the  high  emissions  and  refining  costs

associated with such deposits. In Europe, the

focus has shifted to "stimulated hydrogen" as

a  means  to  decouple  from  fossil  fuel

dependencies, though legal hurdles currently

prevent natural hydrogen from being listed as

a "natural resource" in Germany.

Diplomatic Engagement and Bloc Politics

The "mercurial"  nature  of  U.S.  leadership  is

driving a realignment of the "Coalition of the

Willing" in  Ukraine.  While  the  U.S.  was

"conspicuous  by  its  absence"  at  the  4th-

anniversary  commemorations  in  Kyiv,

European  leaders  have  reaffirmed  their

commitment  to  a  90-billion-euro  loan to

Ukraine,  signaling  a  growing  rift  in  the

Atlantic alliance’s approach to the conflict.

Critical  Infrastructure  and  Trade The

global  economy’s  dependence  on  canals

remains  a  vulnerability.  The  Panama  Canal

drought crisis led to an 8-10 day ship backlog

in 2023, prompting a $5 billion investment in

new reservoirs. In Turkey, the Canal Istanbul

project remains on hold due to legal  battles

and economic concerns, though related urban

development proceeds, threatening the city’s

water supply.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

U.S.  policy  is  shifting  toward  aggressive

protectionism and populist economic reforms,

while  international  jurisdictions  are  using

legislative tools to address historical injustices

and  stabilize  migration.  The  Trump

administration  is  seeking  to  reaffirm  the

"Delila  Law" to  bar  undocumented  migrants

from commercial licenses and is demanding a

"Save  America  Act" to  mandate  proof  of

citizenship for voting.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Save  America  Act  (USA): Proposed

legislation to mandate voter ID and proof of

citizenship for all federal elections.

Delila  Law  (USA): Policy  intended  to

prevent  states  from  granting  commercial

driver’s licenses to illegal aliens.

Tax Reform (USA): Implementation of "no

tax on tips, overtime, and social security,"

and  tax-deductible  interest  on  auto  loans

for U.S.-made vehicles.

Amnesty Law (Venezuela): A new reform

under leader Delse Rodriguez has granted

amnesty  to  3,200  political  prisoners

formerly jailed under the Maduro regime.

Residency  Reform  (Spain): A  one-off

push  to  grant  legal  residency  to  500,000

undocumented  migrants to  address  labor

shortages.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

State  of  the  Union  Address: President

Trump  addressed  a  deeply  divided

Congress,  celebrating  the  "Golden Age of

America"  while  lashing  out  at  Democrats

and the Supreme Court.

Merz-Xi  Summit: High-level  talks  in

Beijing  where  the  German  Chancellor

urged  a  "level  playing  field" for  German

firms  and  raised  human  rights  concerns

regarding Xinjiang behind closed doors.

Knesset Address: PM Modi addressed the

Israeli parliament, confirming unbelievable

support  for  Israel since  October  7th  and

prioritizing  defense  technology  co-

production.
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The End of Atlanticist Unity The absence of

the  United  States  from  Ukraine's  4th-

anniversary  commemorations is  more  than

symbolic;  it  represents  a  functional

withdrawal  from  the  post-WWII  security

architecture.  European  powers  are

increasingly forced to negotiate with China as

an  "alternative  option"  to  an  unpredictable

Washington.  Analysts  note  that  China  is

positioning  itself  as  a  "stable  partner"

compared to the US, successfully drawing in

leaders from Germany, the UK, and Canada to

discuss a "multipolar world order."

Technological  Coercion  and  "Woke"  AI

The U.S. administration’s framing of AI ethics

as  "woke" represents  a  new  paradigm  in

national security. By threatening to invoke the

Defense Production Act against Anthropic, the

government  is  asserting  that  private-sector

ethical guardrails are subordinate to military

requirements for autonomous targeting. This

trend  suggests  that  the  future  of  the  AI

industry  may  be  dictated  by  state-led

"national  security"  mandates  rather  than

voluntary safety standards.

Resource  Desperation  and

"Greenwashing" As  climate  change

intensifies  water  and  snow  scarcity,  regions

are turning to high-energy technological fixes.

In  the  Alps,  snow  cannons  now  consume

electricity equivalent to a large city, while in

the Canary Islands, desalination is a "miracle"

for  survival  that  simultaneously  poisons  the

marine  environment.  The  "White  Hydrogen"

rush in Bavaria illustrates a global scramble

for  "jackpot"  resources  that  bypass  the

energy-intensive  production  of  green

hydrogen.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): 

Expect  contractual  fallout  and  legal

challenges if  Anthropic  fails  to  meet  the

Pentagon's  Friday  deadline,  potentially

leading to  a  broader investigation into AI

firms with ethical "safeguards."

Increased cartel violence in Mexico is likely

as retaliation for the killing of El Mencho,

specifically  targeting  tourism  centers  in

Jalisco and Quintana Roo.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): 

The  U.S.  midterm  elections will  be

dominated by the administration's "Golden

Age"  narrative  vs.  the  reality  of  the

Supreme Court's  tariff  strikes,  with  voter

turnout hinging on "affordability."

Iceland's  referendum  on  EU  membership

will  serve  as  a  bellwether  for  Arctic

security sentiment and the desire to seek

shelter within a European bloc.

Long Term (1-5 Years): 

The  development  of  white  hydrogen

infrastructure could fundamentally disrupt

the  global  energy  market,  shifting  power

toward geologically gifted regions like Mali

and Bavaria.

The "build-own-operate"  model  of  Russian

nuclear  diplomacy  (Rosatom) will  create

60-year  dependencies  in  NATO  countries

like  Turkey,  complicating  future  security

alignments.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

Allies must accelerate the development of

independent  security  and  economic

coalitions (e.g.,  EU-China-Canada-UK ties)

to mitigate the risks of U.S. tariff and treaty

volatility.

International bodies should standardize AI

"human  control"  regulations to  prevent  a

race to the bottom in autonomous weapons

development  driven by  "national  security"

exemptions.

Diplomatic  pressure  should  be  applied  to

formalize  transboundary  water

management standards  for  large-scale

canal and desalination projects to prevent

regional ecosystem collapse.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Energy  Transition: Monitor  white

hydrogen  exploration as  a  low-cost

competitor to green hydrogen, but account

for  significant  legal  and  infrastructural

"brittleness" in gas transport.

Supply  Chain  Risk: Diversify

manufacturing  away  from  tourist-heavy

zones in Mexico and monitor U.S. Section

232 trade actions,  which will  increasingly

target  critical  minerals  and  high-tech

exports.

Regulatory  Compliance: Companies

involved  in  AI  or  "dual-use"  technologies

must  prepare  for  coerced  state

integration,  where  ethical  guardrails

could  be  interpreted  as  non-compliance

with national security mandates.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet
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