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GLOBAL POWER SHIFTS AND ELITE
ACCOUNTABILITY SCANDALS AMID
A DECISIVE NUCLEAR
NEGOTIATIONS WINDOW

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 25, 2026, is characterized by a high-
stakes convergence of nuclear diplomacy,
domestic political fracturing in the United
States, and an escalating global legal crisis
involving European political elites. In Geneva,
Iranian and U.S. negotiators are entering a
"make or break" round of indirect talks
mediated by Oman, operating under a five-day
countdown toward an ultimatum previously
issued by President Trump. While Tehran
maintains it is prepared for both war and
peace, it has signaled a "generous proposal”
contingent on the recognition of its right to
peaceful nuclear enrichment. Simultaneously,
the U.S. administration is utilizing "Operation
Midnight Hammer" rhetoric and a massive
military buildup in the Persian Gulf as
leverage, a strategy critics and Iranian
officials characterize as "megaphone

journalism" and a systematic campaign of
disinformation.

Domestically, the United States is grappling
with the fallout of the longest State of the
Union address in history, which highlighted
deep partisan divisions. While President
Trump  proclaimed a  "Golden Age,"
Democratic lawmakers and recent polling
suggest a public loss of trust regarding the
President's health and economic policies,
exacerbated by a Supreme Court ruling that
struck down the administration's core tariff
agenda. This domestic instability is mirrored
in the United Kingdom and Norway, where the
Jeffrey Epstein scandal has moved from the
periphery to the center of elite politics. The
arrest of veteran politician Peter Mandelson
and the reported suicide attempt of a former
Norwegian Prime Minister indicate that the
"Epstein Files" are being leveraged as a
potent  tool of geopolitical lawfare,
threatening the stability of the Blairite
political structure in the UK and broader
European governance.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Geneva Indirect Nuclear Talks:

o Foreign Minister Abbas Arakchi arrived
in Geneva for a third round of indirect
negotiations with the U.S., mediated by
Oman.

o Iran has presented a final, "generous"
proposal but refuses to relinquish
uranium enrichment or discuss its
ballistic missile program as part of the
nuclear file.

o The U.S. has simultaneously imposed
new sanctions on 30 individuals and
entities linked to Iranian petroleum sales
and missile production.
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« U.S. State of the Union and Domestic
Dissent:

o]

e The

President Trump’s 2026 SOTU was
marked by unprecedented heckling from
Democratic lawmakers and a boycott by
several members of Congress.

The President claimed to have
obliterated Iranian nuclear sites via
"Operation Midnight Hammer," a claim
Tehran rejects as a "repetition of big
lies."

New polling shows 61% of Americans

believe Trump has become erratic with
age, while 56% distrust White House

information regarding his health.

Epstein Scandal’s Geopolitical

Contagion:

o]

o

British police arrested Peter Mandelson
on suspicion of misconduct in public
office related to his ties with Jeffrey
Epstein.

Norway’s former Prime Minister
Thorborn Jagland reportedly attempted
suicide following a corruption probe into
his relations with Epstein.

Analysts suggest the files are being used
as geopolitical leverage for extortion,
potentially involving various intelligence
agencies including Mossad.

* Regional Conflict and Resistance

Dynamics:

o Iraqi resistance groups issued a stark
warning to the U.S. regarding

sovereignty violations and the failure to
withdraw forces.

o In Gaza, the Great Omari Mosque was
reopened for Ramadan prayers despite

being largely leveled by Israeli strikes.

o Hamas and Islamic Jihad condemned the
U.S. decision to provide
services in the West Bank settlement of
Efrat, calling it "participation in silent
annexation."

consular

* Venezuelan Post-Conflict

Reconstruction:

o Acting President Delcy Rodriguez
presided over the return of families to
homes rebuilt after U.S. air strikes in
January.

o President Trump claimed a '"colossal

victory" in Venezuela following the

capture of Nicolas Maduro, though
regional reports emphasize ongoing
resistance by the "Chavistas."

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitical Power Dynamics: The trilateral
cooperation between Iran, Russia, and China
is solidifying as a bulwark against U.S.
pressure. Russia’s UN mission emphasized
that this cooperation is designed to defend
international law against those who wish to
"hijack the security agenda." In Geneva, the
Omani mediation represents a critical
diplomatic channel that bypasses traditional
Western alliances, which are currently
strained by President Trump's "peace through
strength" doctrine.
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Elite Politics & Leadership Dynamics:
Leadership stability is under threat in multiple
Western capitals. In the UK, the potential fall
of the Starmer government is being discussed
in light of the Mandelson arrest and the
resignation of key staff. In the U.S., the SOTU
address featured a polarized chamber, where
the President’s focus on grievance and
military boasting was met with open hostility,
suggesting a collapse of traditional political
norms.

Rule of Law and Lawfare: The UK High
Court ruling that the prescription of Palestine
Action was unlawful marks a significant check
on executive overreach. Judges cited a
"disproportionate attack on free speech,”
dealing a blow to the Home Office’s attempts
to suppress the pro-Palestine movement.
Conversely, the "lawfare" involving Epstein-
related documents is being used to target and
purge high-ranking political figures in Europe.

Economic Security: The U.S. economy faces
"extreme volatility" after the Supreme Court
K d ] | mini . lobal
tariffs. This ruling has created a "trillion-
dollar hole" in the budget and forced the
White House to consider over $130 billion in
tariff refunds. Meanwhile, China is reportedly
moving to create a global reserve currency,
directly challenging the U.S. dollar’s
dominance in international finance.

Critical Infrastructure and Cybersecurity:
The hacking group "Handala" claimed to have
il B I's 1 lical der,
releasing sensitive data for over 10,000
patients. This follows a trend of asymmetric
targeting critical
infrastructure. In the U.S., the President
proposed the "R Payer Pr ion Pl "
requiring tech companies to build their own
power plants for AI data centers to prevent
grid collapse.

warfare civilian

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

President Trump utilized his State of the
Union address to propose several aggressive
new policies focused on immigration and
internal security, while facing a legislative
standoff with Congress over funding for the
Department of Homeland Security.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:
o The Dalila Law: A proposed federal law
rrin from grantin mmercial
driver’s licenses to illegal aliens.

o Trump Accounts: A proposal for tax-
free investment accounts for every
American child, partially funded by
private billionaire donations.

o Most Favored Nation Drug Policy: A
plan to codify a program into law

ensuring Americans pay the lowest
global price for prescription drugs.

o Sanctuary City Penalties: Proposed
"tough legislation" to enact serious
penalties for public officials who block

the removal of criminal aliens.
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* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:
°© 2026 State of the Union Address:
President Trump delivered a record-long
speech boasting of military and
economic triumphs while attacking
Democratic states as being "rampant
with fraud."

o Geneva Nuclear Briefing: Abbas

Arakchi held a press briefing before
departing for Geneva, emphasizing that

Iran’s red lines on enrichment are non-
negotiable.

o Gaza Medical Crisis Press
Conference: Palestinian health officials
detailed the humanitarian failure of the
Rafah crossing, where only 260 patients
have been evacuated out of 20,000 in
need.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Elite Deviance: A
major trend is the emergence of the "Epstein
Files" as a central pillar of political warfare.
The arrests of figures like Mandelson and the
fallout in Norway suggest that these
documents are no longer merely a judicial
matter but are being strategically released to
reshape European governments. This
"Lawfare" 1is being interpreted by some
analysts as a Mossad-linked extortion network
that has finally become public, forcing a
reckoning within the "Blairite" and broader
Western liberal establishment.

Cognitive Warfare and Narrative
Contestation: The Iranian state media is
framing recent domestic unrest as a "terrorist

orchestrated by the CIA and Mossad. This
narrative aims to counter  Western
descriptions of the events as a popular

uprising. Tehran is increasingly focusing on

"cognitive war" and "transparency,"”
publishing victim lists to reject U.S. casualty

figures and portraying the state as a resilient
entity capable of weathering both sanctions
and internal destabilization.

The End of Unipolar Strategic Patience:
There is a clear trend of regional actors
refusing to be contained by U.S. military
posturing. Iraqi resistance groups, Yemen'’s
Ansarullah, and Hezbollah have signaled that
any U.S. or Israeli strike on Iran will trigger a
multi-front regional war that targets energy
shipping lanes and U.S. bases. This doctrine of
"forward defense" suggests that the U.S.
"peace through strength" model is facing a
diminishing return, as adversaries now

possess the asymmetric capabilities to inflict
catastrophic economic damage on the West.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): The Geneva
nuclear talks will either reach a framework
agreement or collapse by the end of the
Trump administration's 10-day window. If
talks fail, a significant escalation in U.S. naval
activity or limited strikes under "Operation
Midnight Hammer" is probable. In the UK, the
Starmer government faces a potential
collapse or major reshuffle as more names
from the Epstein files are expected to surface.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): U.S. domestic
stability will be tested as the mid-term
elections approach in a climate of economic
uncertainty following the Supreme Court's
tariff ruling. The "Gaza
committee" may attempt to take control of the
strip, but contin
and the push for West Bank annexation will
likely derail long-term stabilization efforts.

technocratic

fire viol
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Long Term (1-5 Years): A structural shift in
global finance is likely as China and the
BRICS bloc accelerate de-dollarization in
response to U.S. economic warfare. The
regional "Security Architecture" in West Asia
will likely transition toward a post-U.S. model,
where Iran, Russia, and China formalize a
trilateral defense pact, effectively ending the
era of U.S. hegemony in the Persian Gulf.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The international community  must
. he O . Jiati ] | to
prevent a miscalculation in the Persian
Gulf, as the U.S. 10-day ultimatum creates
an artificial and dangerous deadline.

* European states should prepare for

significant political volatility as the Epstein
fallout expands, potentially
requiring emergency governance protocols

in the UK and Norway.

scandal

Diplomatic efforts should focus on
nforcin h medical V. ion
agreements in Gaza to prevent a mass-
casualty event among the 20,000 critically
ill patients currently blocked by Israeli
restrictions.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Investors should hedge against extreme oil
price  volatility (potential $300/barrel

scenarios) if the Strait of Hormuz is
threatened by regional escalation.

* The tech sector must evaluate long-term
energy self-sufficiency in the U.S. market,
as the proposed "Rate Payer Protection
Pledge" could shift the entire cost of power
infrastructure onto AI and data center
operators.

e Firms involved in international trade must
navigate a complex regulatory environment
in the U.S. following the Supreme Court's
tariff strike-down, which creates massive
uncertainty for supply chain costs and
refund claims.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260225_013000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260225_070000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260225_070000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260225_210000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260225_203000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260225_010000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260225_010000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260225_133000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260225_133000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260225_023000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260225_023000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260225_183000

otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

hi Jotails/ty.
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