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POLITICAL INSTABILITY IN

CATALONIA INTENSIFIES AS THE

REGIONAL BUDGET FACES AN ERC

BLOCKADE WHILE SPANISH

AUTHORITIES MOVE TO IMPUTE

FORMER VALENCIAN PRESIDENT

CARLOS MAZÓN FOR NEGLIGENT

HOMICIDE RELATED TO THE 2024

FLOODS.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February  25,  2026,  was  characterized  by  a

convergence  of  legislative  tension  in

Barcelona and high-stakes legal and historical

reckoning  in  Madrid.  The  return  of  Catalan

President  Salvador  Illa  to  the  Parliament

following  a  medical  leave  was  met

immediately with  a  budget  crisis.  Esquerra

Republicana de Catalunya (ERC) has signaled

an intent to file a motion to reject the 2026

budget unless the central government fulfills

previous  agreements  regarding  the  regional

collection of income tax (IRPF). This standoff

highlights  the  fragility  of  the  "de  facto"

tripartite  alliance  supporting  Illa’s  minority

government  and  suggests  a  period  of

governing through credit supplements rather

than a unified fiscal plan.

Simultaneously,  the  Spanish  judicial  system

escalated its pursuit of accountability for the

2024 DANA disaster.  A  judge has  requested

the  High  Court  of  Justice  of  the  Valencian

Community  impute  Carlos  Mazón for  "gross

negligence"  and  "imprudent  homicide"

involving  230  deaths.  This  development,

coupled  with  the  declassification  of  150

documents regarding the 1981 coup attempt

(23-F),  indicates  a  significant  move  by  the

Sánchez  administration  toward  transparency

—or,  as  the  opposition  argues,  a  strategic

distraction  from  current  government

vulnerabilities.  Internationally,  Donald

Trump’s  record-length  State  of  the  Union

address  signaled  a  hardening  of  U.S.

protectionism  and  anti-immigration  rhetoric,

which is already impacting global markets and

migrant communities.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Catalan Budget Deadlock

President  Salvador  Illa  announced  an

extraordinary cabinet meeting for Friday to

approve the 2026 regional budget despite

lacking guaranteed parliamentary support. 

ERC leader Oriol Junqueras has threatened

a "total amendment" (esmena a la totalitat),

insisting that  negotiations cannot proceed

until  the  transfer  of  IRPF management  is

tangible. 

ERC  has  proposed  using  credit

supplements as  a  fallback  mechanism,  a

move criticized by economists and former

officials  as an insufficient  substitute for  a

formal budget. 
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Legal Escalation in the 2024 DANA Case

A  judge  in  Catarroja  requested  the

imputation of Carlos Mazón for his role in

the  catastrophic  2024  floods,  citing

"inactivity" and "gross negligence." 

Because  Mazón  retains  his  status  as  an

elected  deputy,  the  High  Court  of  Justice

must  decide whether to  proceed with the

homicide charges. 

Historical  Transparency:  The  23-F

Declassification

The Spanish government released over 150

classified  documents regarding  the

February 23, 1981, coup attempt. 

New  revelations  include  a  post-coup

meeting between  King  Juan  Carlos  I  and

coup  plotter  Alfonso  Armada  aimed  at

protecting  the  monarchy’s  image  during

the subsequent trials. 

U.S. State of the Union and Global Impact

Donald Trump delivered the longest State

of  the  Union address  in  history,  lasting

approximately two hours. 

Trump vowed to maintain aggressive tariff

policies despite  recent  Supreme  Court

setbacks  and  doubled  down  on  mass

deportation rhetoric. 

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Elite Politics & Leadership Dynamics

Catalan President Salvador Illa’s return to

office is  precarious,  as  his  administration

struggles  to  manage  the  "theatrical"  but

damaging  discrepancies  between  his  PSC

party  and  his  parliamentary  partners  in

ERC. 

Spanish  Second  Vice  President  Yolanda

Díaz reportedly signaled a strategic shift in

her  leadership  role  within  the  Sumar

platform, reflecting internal fragmentation

in the national left-wing coalition. 

The  rivalry  between  Pedro  Sánchez  and

Alberto  Núñez  Feijóo  intensified  in

Congress, with Feijóo accusing Sánchez of

using  historical  declassification to  mask

current corruption scandals. 

Regulatory Environment

The Catalan Parliament approved doubling

the  tourism  tax,  with  Barcelona  rates

reaching  up  to  €13  per  night  for  luxury

stays starting April 1. 

The Spanish government is moving to ban

energy drinks for minors under 16,  citing

health risks such as heart arrhythmias and

neurological developmental issues. 

Rule of Law & Lawfare

The  "Pujol  Case"  trial  continues  with

testimony from UDEF investigators facing

accusations  of  personal  animosity  toward

the Pujol family. 

Judicial  proceedings  against  former

Valencian  President  Carlos  Mazón  for

imprudent  homicide mark a  rare instance

of  top-tier  executive  accountability  for

climate-related infrastructure failure. 

Labor & Industry

Strike  actions  by  the  SEMAF  union at

Ferrocarrils de la Generalitat (FGC) caused

significant morning disruptions, though the

strike saw only 16% participation. 
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Farmers  in  the  Llobregat  Delta  are

protesting  access  restrictions on  the  new

B-25 highway, which prohibits tractors and

forces  hour-long  detours  for  five-minute

transits. 

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The  legislative  agenda  was  dominated  by

fiscal adjustments and social protections, with

a significant focus on the tourism sector and

youth  health.  Key  sessions  in  the  Catalan

Parliament  and  the  Spanish  Congress

addressed  both  immediate  budgetary  needs

and long-term regulatory frameworks.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Catalan Tourism Tax Increase: Approved

legislation to increase the minimum rate to

€7  for  luxury  hotels  and  allowed  for

additional municipal surcharges. 

Energy  Drink  Prohibition: A  national

proposal  to  prohibit  sales to  those  under

16, with potential restrictions up to age 18

for high-caffeine variants. 

Urban  Lease  Reform  (LAU): Upcoming

debate  to  reform  seasonal  rentals and

provide  more  legal  guarantees  to  room

tenants. 

Aran Specificity Law: Amendment to the

Local  Regime  Law  to  recognize  the

singularity of  the  Val  d'Aran,  removing  it

from  general  local  administration

constraints. 

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Catalan Parliamentary Control Session:

President Salvador Illa’s first session post-

recovery, focusing on the 2026 budget and

the failure of PSC-ERC agreements. 

Spanish Congressional Control Session:

Heated  exchange  between  Sánchez  and

Feijóo regarding government transparency

and the 23-F declassification. 

Mayor  Respon  (Barcelona): Mayor

Jaume Collboni  announced a  €260 million

investment for  the  Sagrera  station  area

redevelopment. 

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Politics of "Theatrical" Opposition

A recurring theme in the Catalan legislature is

the  performative  nature  of  the  PSC-ERC-

Comuns  alliance.  Analysts  describe  the

current  friction  as  a  tripartite  de  facto that

engages  in  public  disputes  to  maintain

separate  voter  identities  while  ultimately

aligning  on  core  issues.  However,  ERC’s

current  threat  to  block the  budget  suggests

that  "theatre"  may  be  hardening  into  a

structural obstacle as the party faces internal

pressure to  prove it  can extract  sovereignty

concessions from  Madrid.  This  trend

threatens the stability of Salvador Illa’s "new

era" of Catalan governance.

Judicialization of Executive Negligence

The  move  to  impute  Carlos  Mazón  for

negligent  homicide represents  a  significant

shift in how the Spanish legal system handles

administrative  failure  during  natural

disasters. By moving beyond political censure

to criminal charges, the judiciary is setting a

precedent  for  "climate  accountability."  This

trend  is  likely  to  create  a  chilling  effect  on

regional  executives,  potentially  leading  to

more  frequent  (and  perhaps  over-cautious)

emergency declarations in the future.

Protectionist Contagion
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Donald  Trump’s  State  of  the  Union  address

emphasized a worldview where tariffs are the

primary  tool  of  statecraft.  His  disregard  for

the  U.S.  Supreme  Court’s  rulings  on  trade

signals a move toward executive absolutism in

economic  policy.  This  is  reverberating  in

Europe,  where  Catalan  and  Spanish  leaders

are forced to defend local industries against

potential  U.S.  protectionism  while

simultaneously  navigating their  own internal

disputes over fiscal sovereignty.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

Expect  a  period  of  intense  "last-minute"

negotiation  between  the  PSC  and  ERC

following the formal approval of the budget by

the Catalan cabinet this Friday. If ERC follows

through  on  its  "total  amendment"  by  the

March 11 deadline, Catalonia will be forced to

operate  via  credit  supplements,  limiting  the

government's  ability  to  launch  new

investment  projects.  Additionally,  the  social

impact of  the tourism tax hike will  begin to

manifest  in  booking  data  for  the  Easter

season.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

The  High  Court  of  Justice  of  Valencia  will

likely decide on Mazón's status. An indictment

would  likely  force  his  resignation  from  the

regional parliament and trigger a leadership

crisis  within  the  PP.  In  the  U.S.,  the

implementation  of  the  "border-first"  policies

mentioned  in  the  SOTU  will  likely  lead  to

increased return migration to Latin America

and Spain,  stressing social  services in those

regions.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

The  declassification  of  23-F  documents  will

likely  fuel a  long-term  re-evaluation  of  the

Spanish  Transition  and  the  role  of  the

Monarchy. This could lead to legislative efforts

to reform the Official Secrets Act. Meanwhile,

the  Sagrera  station  development  planned

through 2031 will become the central pillar of

Barcelona’s  urban  expansion,  shifting  the

city's economic center toward the Besòs area.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Monitor  the  Spanish  government’s

declassification trends as  a  barometer for

internal  political  stability;  transparency  is

being  used  as  both  a  tool  for  democratic

deepening  and  a  tactical  weapon  against

the conservative opposition. 

Anticipate a cooling of U.S.-Spain relations

following  Trump's  SOTU  rhetoric,

particularly  regarding  immigration  and

tariffs on European agricultural exports. 

Assess  the  impact  of  Iceland's  potential

2027  EU  referendum on  Northern

European security and trade blocs. 

For Private Sector/Investors:

Tourism  Sector: Adjust  revenue

projections for Barcelona luxury properties

to  account  for  the  €13/night  tax  burden,

which  may  divert  MICE  (Meetings,

Incentives,  Conferences,  Exhibitions)

tourism  to  Madrid  or  other  competitive

hubs. 
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Real  Estate: The  Sagrera  project

representing  11,000  new  homes offers

significant  long-term  opportunities  in

construction  and  urban  services,  though

regulatory uncertainty regarding rent caps

persists. 

Agribusiness: Investors  in  the  Catalan

cereal  market  should  prepare  for  lower

yields  and  insurance  claims due  to

persistent  soil  saturation  and  regulatory

hurdles  preventing  the  use  of  drones  for

pesticide application. 

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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