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POLAND'S INTERNAL SECURITY
LANDSCAPE FRACTURES OVER
DEFENSE FUNDING AND
INTELLIGENCE ACCOUNTABILITY,
WHILE DONALD TRUMP’S
ISOLATIONIST RHETORIC
UNDERSCORES GROWING TRANS-
ATLANTIC UNCERTAINTY ON THE
FOURTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
RUSSIAN INVASION OF UKRAINE.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The Polish government faces a dual-front
crisis involving the legacies of the previous
administration and future defense
preparedness. Friction between the Tusk
administration and President Karol Nawrocki
reached a peak during a military briefing,
where Nawrocki expressed ‘'"sovereignty
concerns" over the 184 billion PLN "Safe"
(SEJF) program, a massive EU-backed defense
loan. While the government and military
leadership view these funds as a historical
chance for the domestic arms industry, the
President’s skepticism regarding EU
"conditionality" threatens to stall
modernization efforts just as the war in
Ukraine enters its fifth year. Simultaneously,

the rule of law is being asserted through high-
profile criminal charges against former
intelligence chiefs for the unaccredited use of
the Pegasus spyware, signaling an end to the
"teflon" immunity of the previous power elite.

On the international stage, Donald Trump’s
record-length State of the Union address
highlighted a deepening US focus on domestic
issues and economic protectionism, notably
ignoring the fourth anniversary of the war in
Ukraine. This isolationist tilt coincides with
Friedrich
"economic survival" mission to Beijing,
suggesting a realignment of European powers
as they navigate a more unpredictable
Washington. Within Poland, domestic stability
is being tested by environmental risks as a
rapid thaw causes infrastructure damage and
localized flooding, while the arrest of the
President of Czestochowa on corruption
charges underscores an aggressive anti-graft
campaign targeting municipal levels.

German Chancellor Merz’'s

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* The "Safe" (SEJF) Program Conflict: A
strategic dispute has emerged over a 43.7
billion Euro (184 billion PLN) loan intended
to modernize the Polish military and
industry.

o President Nawrocki voiced sovereignty-
based doubts, comparing the loan's
conditions to the controversial KPO
(Recovery Fund) mechanisms.

o Military leaders, including General
Wiestaw Kukuta, identified 2030 as a

critical date for national security,
arguing the funds are essential for
survival.

o The government claims the loan will save
48-60 billion PLN in interest compared
to market-rate borrowing.
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* Intelligence Accountability and KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS
Pegasus Charges: The Polish Prosecution

Service has moved from investigation to National Security & Security Architecture
active prosecution regarding the Pegasus
spyware scandal. * General Kukuta warned that the Polish
o Former ABW chief Piotr P. and SKW chief command system requires a multi-month
of duty regarding the use of and ready for high-intensity conflict.
unaccredited surveillance systems. * The Ministry of Defense is shifting to a
o The Pegasus system was found to lack "50/50" spending model, aiming to keep
required tele-information reditation, half of procurement within the Polish
potentially allowing sensitive data to defense industry.
leak abroad. e Polish military infrastructure is expanding
> The Sejm commission is preparing on the eastern flank, including the "Shield
further notifications for  Mariusz East" (Tarcza Wschod) initiative recognized
Kaminski and Maciej Wasik by the end of by US strategic planners.
March.

Corruption & Governance

* Trump’s State of the Union and Foreign
Policy Shifts: Donald Trump’s address
signaled a shift toward "transactional
politics" and domestic triumphalism.

o Trump claimed a "Golden Age" for the

US economy while ignoring the Ukraine

war's fourth anniversary. * A crackdown on the "teflon" opposition
includes investigations into the sale of CPK-

e The Government Strategic Reserves
Agency (RARS) is under investigation for a
250 million PLN loss related to substandard
coal and overpriced generators during the
pandemic.

o Tensions with the US Supreme Court

surfaced over his di . i adjacent land for undervalued prices.
rulings, which Trump vowed to Rule of Law & Lawfare

circumvent via executive authority.

* The Ministry of Justice is implementing
"Plan B" to bypass presidential vetos by
using Sejm resolutions to appoint a new
National Council of the Judiciary (KRS).

* Arrest of Czestochowa President: The
Central Anticorruption Bureau (CBA)
detained Krzysztof M. in a major graft
probe.

o The arrest is linked to a long-running

* There are warnings of a "legal Polexit" as

investigation involving Jublic the President .proposes M&Lpg&m
procurement_corruption in the Silesian sentences for judges who question the

region. status of "neo-judges."

o The suspect was immediately suspended
from his party (Nowa Lewica) as the

probe expanded to include 17 other
individuals.
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Energy Security

* Poland signed a design agreement with GE
Vernova and Hitachi for Small Modular
Reactors (SMRs) to accelerate the energy
transition.

* Polish-Icelandic cooperation is focusing on

geothermal technology to diversify heat

sources.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity centered on defense
financing, social engineering, and public
safety. The Sejm is currently processing the
"Safe" program bill amid a constitutional
standoff, while new proposals for national
alcohol prohibition and animal welfare signify
a move toward tighter regulatory controls.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED

* Safe (SEJF) Program Bill: Establishes a
mechanism for a multi-billion Euro EU loan
for defense. Passed the Senate with anti-
corruption "fuses" and a provision that debt
repayment will not cannibalize the existing
defense budget.

* National Night Prohibition Bill:
Proposes a nationwide ban on night-time
alcohol sales in shops and gas stations,
supported by 60% of the public according
to some polls.

« KROPIK (Pet Registration) Bill:
Mandates microchipping and registration
of all dogs and shelter cats in a central
state database to combat homelessness.

* European Digital Wallet Bill: A new
project to provide Poles access to an EU-
compatible digital identity, which may
replace or supplement the current
mObywatel app.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS

* Military Clearance (Odprawa): President
Nawrocki and Minister Kosiniak-Kamysz
debated defense strategy at the Warsaw
Citadel, highlighting deep ideological splits
despite shared threat perceptions of
Russia.

* Pegasus Commission Presser: Reporter
Daniel Halinski and MP Witold
Zembaczynski detailed evidence of Pegasus

being used as a political weapon to "hold
the opposition by the throat."

e Polish-Icelandic Summit: PM Donald
Tusk and PM Halla Témasdottir discussed
security integration and Iceland’s potential

EU accession.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The End of Policy Unity on National
Security

A significant trend is the erosion of the
"above-politics" national
defense. While all major Polish factions agree
on the Russian threat, they are now
weaponizing the method of defense
financing. President Nawrocki’s framing of
the "Safe" loan as a threat to sovereignty
mirrors earlier PiS rhetoric regarding EU
funds. This creates a strategic risk: the
military’s 2030 modernization goal depends
on systemic legal stability that currently does
not exist. The military leadership is
increasingly caught between a government
trying to leverage EU financial strength and a
President trying to maintain a "sovereign"
(and potentially more expensive) fiscal policy.

consensus on

The Normalization of "Cyber-Warfare" in
Domestic Politics
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The Pegasus charges indicate a shift toward
treating state-sponsored electronic
surveillance as a criminal rather than a purely
political matter. The discovery that the system
was "dual-functional"—gathering data while
transmitting it abroad—suggests that the
previous administration may have unwittingly
(or negligently) compromised national
security while pursuing domestic rivals. This
trend toward ‘'cleaning house" in the
intelligence services is likely to lead to a total
overhaul of surveillance laws in the coming
year.

Environmental and Infrastructure
Fragility
The "dangerous thaw" reported across

Northern and Eastern Poland highlights a
growing ‘"state capacity" issue. Rapid
snowmelt is overwhelming outdated drainage
systems and causing sinkholes (zapadliska) in
urban areas. This physical degradation of
infrastructure, occurring simultaneously with
the political fight over defense billions,
underscores the tension between "hard"
security (tanks and drones) and "soft" security
(resilient infrastructure and civil defense).

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): The Sejm is
expected to pass the "Safe" program bill with
Senate amendments. The President will then
have 21 days to sign or veto. Expect intense
lobbying from military contractors and the
General Staff to influence the President.
Simultaneously, the Pegasus commission’s
final report will likely trigger more arrests or
immunity waivers for high-profile MEPs.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): If the "Safe"
program is signed, a massive influx of
contracts will hit Polish firms like Huta
Stalowa Wola. If vetoed, the government will

attempt to implement the program via
government regulation, leading to a
protracted constitutional crisis. US-Poland
relations may cool slightly if the Trump
administration follows through on its promise

to bypass Congress for tariff implementation,

potentially impacting Polish exports.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The year 2030
remains the "red line" for Polish military
readiness. The successful (or failed)
implementation of the "Safe" program and
"Shield East" will determine whether Poland
can transition from a transit country to a
primary security guarantor in Central Europe.
Failure to resolve the judicial "Plan B" crisis
will likely result in thousands of contested
court rulings and rising state compensation
costs due to European Court of Human Rights
verdicts.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy

* NATO Cohesion: Allied capitals should
note the deep skepticism regarding "cheap
security" from the US and prepare for a
Polish security policy that is increasingly
self-reliant yet fiscally strained.

* EU Defense Integration: The "Safe"
program serves as a pilot for EU defense
loans; its success or failure in Poland will
dictate the future of European-wide

military debt instruments.

* China-Europe Relations: Monitor the
"Merz Doctrine" in Germany; a pivot
toward Chinese economic stability could
create a rift with Poland’s pro-US defense
posture.
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For Private Sector / Investors

* Defense Sector Opportunity: Investors
should look at Polish firms like WB
Electronics and Huta Stalowa Wola, which
are slated to receive the bulk of the "Safe"
program's 80% domestic spending
mandate.

Regulatory Risk: Retail and hospitality
sectors should prepare for night-time
alcohol bans, which could significantly
impact convenience store margins and
urban nightlife economies.

* Supply Chain Resilience: Ongoing
flooding and infrastructure damage from

the thaw suggest logistical delays in the

Kujawsko-Pomorskie and Mazovian regions;
cargo transit should be rerouted where
possible.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.]leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://
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