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MEXICO'S CARTEL WAR ECONOMIC STATECRAFT
& WORLD CUP RISK & DEBT

GLOBAL COUNTER

CARIBBEAN: DEADLY US-CUBA =
BORDER INCIDENT

US TARIFFS: 10% GLOBAL TARIFFS IN
EFFECT, ALLIES SEEK EXEMPTIONS
CORPORATE CONSOLIDATION:
NETFLIX REFUSES, PARAMOUNT
TAKEOVER PATH CLEARED.
NVIDIA REVENUE RECORD YET MARKETS
MUTED ON Al SUSTAINABILITY.

EL MENCHO DEATH TRIGGERS POWER
STRUGGLE (CULIACAN, JALISCO).
WORLD CUP TROPHY ARRIVAL
OVERSHADOWED BY VIOLENCE.

US THREATENS UNILATERAL MILITARY
ACTION OVER FENTANYL.

NEPAL INVESTIGATION REVEALS 'SHOOT
TO KILL' ORDER (2025 PROTESTS)

JERSEY: LANDMARK
DYING
LEGISLATION PASSED

SOCIAL MEDIA: INSTAGRAM ALERTS
PARENTS ON SUICIDE TERMS. LA LAWSUIT
CLAIMS ADDICTION TO PLATFORMS.

THE WEAPONIZATION
OF TRANSPARENCY

EPSTEIN FILE RELEASE SHIFTS FROM
JUDICIAL PROCESS TO POLITICAL TOOL.
SELECTIVE DISCLOSURE & REDACTION OF
ATIONS AGAINST PRESIDENT.
DEPOSITION PRECEDENTS MAY HAUNT
FUTURE ADMINISTRATIONS.

BRINKMANSHIP AS
PERMANENT DIPLOMACY

MILITARY THREAT VIEWED AS ESSENTIAL
NEGOTIATION COMPONENT.
MAXIMALIST DEMANDS SET HIGH BAR, RISKING
‘LIMITED STRIKES' AS ONLY EXIT STRATEGY.
GENEVA PROGRESS DELAYS IMMINENT STRIKE.

THE FRAGMENTATION
OF TECH MONOLITHS

&>
PENTAGON ULTIMATUM BREAKS
COZY VALLEY-DOD RELATIONSHIP.
Al COMPANIES ATTEMPTING
QUASI-SOVEREIGN REGULATION.
BIG TECH FACING 'BIG TOBACCO' STYLE
LEGAL & REGULATORY BATTLES.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & IMPLICATIONS

SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS):
ANTHROPIC DEADLINE PASSES? DEFENSE PRODUCTION
ACT? VIENNA TALKS: LAST CHAN

STRIKE? UK BY-ELECTION IMPACT.

INTERNATIONAL POLICY:

SECURITY: PREPARE FOR IRAN HYPERSONIC RETALIATION.
DIPLOMATIC: MONITOR ISRAEL-SOMALILAND RELATIONS.
ACCOUNTABILITY: PRESSURE NEPAL GOVERNMENT FOR 2025 KILLINGS.

&

MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS):
MEXICO WORLD CUP SECURITY MILITARIZATION.
ICETO AVOID MARCH —  META REGULATORY PRESSURE INCREASES.
UK GEOTHERMAL SCALING.

LONG TERM (1-5 YEARS):
RED SEA SECURITY BLOCK SHIFT (SOMALILAND/
ISRAEL/ETHIOPIA), GLOBAL DEBT CRISIS &
AVINFRASTRUCTURE RE-EVALUATION.

-

PRIVATE SECTOR/INVESTORS:

AVTECH: DIVERSIFY TOWARD DURABLE ROI & SOFTWARE, AWAY FROM PURE HARDWARE.
SUPPLY CHAIN: EVALUATE REGULATORY RISK FOR Al SELLING TO US GOV.
ENERGY: OPPORTUNITIES IN UK GEOTHERMAL & LITHIUM AS HEDGE.
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GLOBAL SECURITY HANGS ON LAST-
DITCH GENEVA NEGOTIATIONS AS
THE EPSTEIN INVESTIGATION
BREAKS HISTORICAL PRECEDENTS
FOR EXECUTIVE IMMUNITY

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The global security landscape reached a criti-
cal juncture on February 26, 2026, as the
United States simultaneously pursued aggres-
sive military-backed diplomacy with Iran and
historic domestic political investigations. In
Geneva, a third round of indirect talks be-
tween Washington and Tehran concluded with
reports of "significant progress," potentially
delaying a military strike that appeared immi-
nent given the massive naval armada current-
ly assembled in the Persian Gulf. This diplo-
matic opening occurs as the Trump adminis-
tration maintains its "maximalist" stance, de-
manding the total dismantlement of Iran's nu-
clear facilities and the handover of all en-
riched uranium.

Domestically, the U.S. House Oversight Com-
mittee established a new legal precedent by
conducting a closed-door deposition of former
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton regarding
the Jeffrey Epstein files. This marks the begin-

ning of a process that will see former Presi-
dent Bill Clinton testify tomorrow, shattering
long-standing norms regarding the guestion-
ing of former presidents by congressional
committees. The proceedings were briefly de-
railed by unauthorized photography from a
committee member, highlighting the extreme
partisan friction surrounding the release of
the remaining 3 million Epstein-related docu-
ments.

Meanwhile, regional stability in Latin America
and Asia faced fresh shocks. Mexico entered a
state of internal civil war following the death
of drug lord "El Mencho," threatening the se-
curity of the upcoming 2026 World Cup. In the
Caribbean, a deadly shootout between Cuban
border guards and a U.S.-registered speed-
boat has left at least one American dead and
spiked tensions between Washington and Ha-
vana. Collectively, these events suggest an ad-
ministration using high-stakes brinkmanship—
both military and judicial—to reorder tradi-
tional power structures.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

US-Iran Nuclear Negotiations

* Mediators from Oman reported significant
progress in the third round of indirect
talks, with both sides moving toward tech-
nical discussions scheduled for next week
in Vienna.

* The U.S. continues to maintain the largest
military buildup in the Middle East since
2003, featuring two carrier strike groups
(USS Abraham Lincoln and USS Gerald
Ford) and 150 fighter jets.

e Iran has indicated an unprecedented open-

ness to '"creative ideas" to avert a U.S.
strike, while the U.S. demands zero enrich-
ment and the removal of existing stockpiles
to the United States.
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* Congressional Democrats in Washington
are planning to force a vote on a War Pow-
ers resolution to prevent unauthorized
strikes without legislative approval.

Jersey Assisted Dying Legislation

* The Jersey States Assembly voted 32 to 16
to approve a landmark assisted dying law,
the second such jurisdiction in the British

The Epstein Investigation and the Clin- Isles to do so.

tons * The law is more permissive than other pro-

posed UK versions, allowing doctors to ad-

 Hillary Clinton testified for over four hours, o ) ) ]
minister lethal drug infusions directly.

stating on the record numerous times that

she never met Jeffrey Epstein and had no * The first legal deaths could occur as early
knowledge of his crimes. as next summer, pending royal assent,

The deposition was riefly after Re which has been delayed for 11 months in
publican Representative Lauren Boebert the Isle of Man.

leaked a photo of the closed-door proceed-
ings to a right-wing influencer.

Nepal Protester Killings Investigation

* A BBC investigation revealed internal po-
lice documents showing that Nepal's In-

spector General gave the order to use live
fire during 2025 "Gen Z" protests.

* The permission to use live ammunition was
broadcast on police radio at 12:40 PM,
leading to 19 deaths, including a 17-year-
old in school uniform.

* Democratic committee members used the
hearing to demand President Trump testify
under oath, citing the new precedent set by
deposing the Clintons.

* The investigation continues to cause elite
fallout, with the President of the World Eco-
nomic Forum and a former U.S. Treasury
Secretary resigning over historical links to
Epstein.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS
Mexico's Cartel War and World Cup Risks

Geopolitics and International Relations
e The death of "El Mencho" (Nemesio Ruben p

Oseguera Cervantes) has triggered a vio-

lent power struggle between cartel fac-
tions, particularly in Culiacan and Jalisco.

 Despite the arrival of the World Cup trophy

in Mexico City, local populations in host
cities like Guadalajara have expressed un-

* US-Iran Standoff: The deployment of the
USS Gerald R. Ford and USS Abraham Lin-
coln creates a "last chance saloon" for
diplomacy. Analysts note that hypersonic
missiles possessed by Iran pose a strategic
threat to these carriers that the U.S. cur-

willingness to host the event amid the rently cannot defend against.
bloodshed.

Somaliland Recognition: Somaliland has

e The Trump administration has threatened appointed its first ambassador to Israel af-

unilateral military action on Mexican soil if
the trade of fentanyl is not halted.

ter Israel recognized the territory as an in-
dependent state, a move opposed by the
African Union.
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North Korean Nuclear Status: Kim Jong
Un has demanded Washington acknowledge
his country as a nuclear power, suggesting
a willingness to bypass South Korea for di-
rect talks with Trump.

AI and Technology Governance

Anthropic Ultimatum: The Pentagon has
given the Al company Anthropic until Fri-
day evening to accept military terms of use
or face the Defense Production Act. An-
thropic is resisting the use of its models for

mass domestic surveillance or autonomous
weapons.

Social Media Regulation: Instagram will
now alert parents if teenagers repeatedly
search for suicide-related terms. This
comes during a landmark LA trial where a
plaintiff claims she became clinically ad-
dicted to platforms as a child.

Market BAROMETER: Nvidia reported
record revenue of $68 billion, yet markets
remained muted as investors question the

sustainability of the AI boom and demand

proof of return on investment.

Domestic Stability and Social Order

UK Asylum Figures: Official data shows
asylum claims fell by 4% in 2025, though
arrivals by small boats increased by 13%.

UK Prison Security: Convicted murderer
Ian Huntley was reportedly seriously in-
jured in an assault at HMP Frankland, high-
lighting ongoing safety concerns in high-se-
curity facilities.

Sudan Atrocities: Human Rights Watch
reports that RSF fighters deliberately tar-

geted people with disabilities during the
takeover of El Fasher.

Economic Statecraft and Trade

e US Tariffs: The Trump administration's

10% global tariffs went into effect this

week, leaving allies like the UK seeking
clarity on bilateral exemptions.
* Corporate Consolidation: Netflix has re-

fused to match Paramount's $31-a-share of-
fer for Warner Brothers Discovery, effec-

tively clearing the path for a Paramount

takeover.

* Global Debt: The Institute of International
Finance reported that global debt hit a
record $348 ftrillion, driven largely by de-
fense spending and Al infrastructure.

LEGISLATION/POLICY

Legislative activity this week has focused on
the regulation of emerging technologies, the
limitation of executive war powers, and the
advancement of social liberty laws in crown
dependencies. Significant friction remains be-
tween the U.S. executive branch and congres-
sional Democrats over the transparency of the
Department of Justice.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

» Jersey Assisted Dying Bill: A measure
passed its third reading allowing adults
with terminal illnesses (6 months life ex-
pectancy) or neurodegenerative conditions
(12 months) the right to end their lives. In-
cludes a controversial waiver of capacity

clause.

* U.S. War Powers Resolution: A proposed
bill in the House and Senate to prevent the
President from launching strikes on Iran
without explicit congressional approval.
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* Minnesota Anti-Fraud Legislation: Gov- Brinkmanship as Permanent Diplomacy
ernor Tim Walz announced fresh legislation

to combat state program fraud after the * The assembling of a "massive armada"
Trump administration halted $259 million while engaging in "creative" diplomacy in-
in Medicaid funding. dicates that the administration views mili-

tary threat as an essential component of

* Gibraltar Fluid Border Treaty: A draft L .
the negotiation process rather than a fail-

treaty with the EU to eliminate routine

passport checks for the 15,000 workers ure of it.
crossing the border daily. e The "maximalist" approach—demanding the
removal of all enriched uranium-—sets a
HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: high bar for success that may leave "limited
strikes" as the only perceived face-saving
* Epstein Oversight Hearing: A closed- exit for the White House.
door deposition of Hillary Clinton. Republi-
cans questioned her on 17 alleged visits by The Fragmentation of the Tech Monoliths

Epstein to the White House and links to

Ghislaine Maxwell. * The Pentagon's "my way or the highway" ul-

timatum to Anthropic marks a breakdown
in the cozy relationship between Silicon
Valley and the Defense Department. Al
companies are now attempting to act as

* Geneva indirect talks: Third round of me-
diation led by Omani FM Badr Al-Busaidi
focusing on the "nuclear file" and sanctions

relief. quasi-sovereign regulators of their own
* Nvidia Earnings Call: CEO Jensen Huang tech.
declared Al has reached its inflection point, * Meta and Google's legal battles over social
with demand outstripping supply 12-to-1. media_addiction suggest that "Big Tech"
may soon face "Big Tobacco"-style health
DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND warnings or age-based bans.
THEMES

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

The Weaponization of Transparency

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)
* The Epstein file release has shifted from a

judicial process to a political hot potato. « Expect increased volatility if the Friday An-
While the administration claims a mandate thropic deadline passes without compli-
for transparency, the redaction of 50 pages ance, potentially leading to the first use of
of allegations against the President sug- the Defense Production Act against an Al
gests selective disclosure. firm.

* The strategy of using depositions to "set a « The outcome of the Gorton and Denton by-
new precedent" for questioning former ex- election will likely determine whether Keir
ecutives is likely to haunt both parties in fu- Starmer faces an immediate leadership
ture administrations. challenge from the left or right of the

Labour party.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260226_210000_Question_Time
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260226_210000_Question_Time
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260226_220000_BBC_News_at_Ten
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260226_220000_BBC_News_at_Ten
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260226_230000_BBC_World_News_America
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260226_230000_BBC_World_News_America
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260226_220000_BBC_News_at_Ten
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260226_220000_BBC_News_at_Ten
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260226_200000_The_Context
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260226_043000_Business_Today
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260226_123000_BBC_News_Now
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260226_193000_The_World_Today_with_Maryam_Moshiri
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260226_193000_The_World_Today_with_Maryam_Moshiri
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260226_193000_The_World_Today_with_Maryam_Moshiri
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260226_200000_The_Context
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260226_100000_BBC_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260226_220000_BBC_News_at_Ten
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260226_203000_The_Context
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260226_203000_The_Context
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260226_203000_The_Context
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260226_220000_BBC_News_at_Ten
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260226_220000_BBC_News_at_Ten
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260226_183000_The_World_Today_with_Maryam_Moshiri
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260226_183000_The_World_Today_with_Maryam_Moshiri
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260226_193000_The_World_Today_with_Maryam_Moshiri
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260226_203000_The_Context
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260226_223000_Newsnight
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260226_223000_Newsnight
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260226_223000_Newsnight
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260226_223000_Newsnight

e A fourth round of Iran talks in Vienna will
be the final indicator of whether a March
military strike can be avoided.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

* The 2026 World Cup security posture in
Mexico will likely shift to full military con-

trol as the cartel civil war intensifies in host
cities.

* Regulatory pressure on Meta will increase
as thousands of additional plaintiffs join the
social media addiction test case in Los An-
geles.

* UK Geothermal energy scaling will depend
on whether the Cornish pilot meets its
10,000-home capacity goals without envi-
ronmental hback.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

* A structural shift in Middle East alliances is
possible as Israel and Ethiopia deepen ties
with Somaliland, potentially creating a new
Red Sea security block.

* Global debt burdens reaching $348 trillion
may force a major re-evaluation of Al infra-
structure investment as governments strug-
gle to service interest payments.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Security: Prepare for the asymmetric retal-
iation promised by Iran if "limited" strikes
occur, focusing on hypersonic missile de-

fense.

* Diplomatic: Monitor the Israel-Somaliland
relationship as a potential flashpoint for
African Union-Israel relations.

* Accountability: Pressure the Nepalese
government for accountability for the 2025
killings following the leak of direct orders
to use live fire.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Al/Tech: Diversify away from pure hyper-
scalers toward companies demonstrating
durable ROI in software and inference,
rather than just training hardware.

* Supply Chain: Evaluate regulatory compli-
ance risks for AI firms selling to the U.S.

government, particularly regarding " 1
chain risk" designations.

* Energy: Look for opportunities in UK geo-
thermal and associated domestic lithium
production as a hedge against global ener-
gy and mineral supply volatility.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest ex-
periment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the Inter-
net Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine yester-
day's coverage from each television news
channel to tease out the overarching themes
and trends of its news coverage into a richly
annotated thematic analysis. Each high-level
insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
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and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify rel-
evant stories and coverage they might not oth-
erwise have encountered and uncover connec-
tions, emphases and narrative shifts that en-
able more comprehensive reporting and deep-
er, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated us-
ing Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet Ar-
chive's TV News Archive at https://ar-
hive.or ils/tv.
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