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NIGERIA ENTERS A PERIOD OF
HEIGHTENED POLITICAL AND
SECURITY VOLATILITY AS A
CONTROVERSIAL NEW ELECTORAL
LAW, A LEADERSHIP CHANGE IN
THE NATIONAL POLICE, AND
PERSISTENT REGIONAL
MASSACRES CONVERGE AGAINST A
BACKDROP OF TENTATIVE
ECONOMIC EASING.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 26, 2026, represents a critical
juncture for the administration of President
Bola Ahmed Tinubu, marked by a rapid-fire
series of institutional maneuvers intended to
solidify control ahead of the 2027 general
elections. The day was anchored by the swift
signing of the Electoral Act Amendment Bill
into law, which notably allows for manual
election results to serve as legal records in
the event of network failurea€”a move that
has unified a fractured opposition in a
"Coalition of Political Parties" to reject the
legislation as an affront to transparency.
Simultaneously, the President accepted the
resignation of Inspector General of Police
(IGP) Kayode Egbetokun, immediately

appointing and decorating Acting IGP Olajide
Disu, tasking him with a "divine moment" to
restore public confidence amid a worsening
security landscape.

The security situation remains dire, with mass
casualty events reported across several
geopolitical zones. A deadly attack on a
mosque in Kebbi State and community
massacres in Adamawa underscore the
limitations of current security strategies. This
domestic instability is mirrored by regional
tensions, as seen in the abduction of 16 Sierra
Leonean security personnel by Guinean
troops. Economically, the Central Bank of
Nigeria (CBN) signaled a pivot toward easing
by delivering its first interest rate cut of 2026,
reducing the Monetary Policy Rate (MPR) by
50 Dbasis points to 26.5%. While the
government touts these gains and the launch
of a new "Corthan" crude grade to boost
revenue, ministries such as Health and Justice
report abysmal capital budget releases,
raising questions about where the much-
vaunted "subsidy savings" are actually being
deployed.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Institutional Overhaul of the Nigeria
Police Force

* President Tinubu appointed Acting IGP
Olajide  Disu following the sudden
resignation of Kayode Egbetokun. Disu,
formerly of the Rapid Response Squad
(RRS), faces immediate pressure to address

tolerance for

"impunity" and ‘"zero
corruption" within the force.
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* Critics and civil society groups argue that
the extension of retirement ages for IGPs
through recent legislation has disrupted
the traditional hierarchy and created a
"loyalty-based" appointment system rather
than one based strictly on seniority or
merit.

* Amnesty International released a damning
report on the "Tiger Base" unit in Imo
State, documenting consistent patterns of
unlawful detention, extortion, and
extrajudicial killings, suggesting that post-
EndSARS police reforms have failed to take
root.

Legislative Conflict over Electoral

Transparency

* The signing of the 2026 Electoral Act has

sparked a constitutional crisis. The
opposition rejects Clause 60(3), which
removes the mandatory requirement for
electronic transmission of results to the
IReV portal, citing it as a pretext for
rigging.

e The 10th National Assembly has been
accused by the opposition coalition of
acting in "narrow and selfish interests" by

passing a law that weakens transparency
ahead of the 2027 polls.

Economic Policy and Revenue Reforms

» The Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) cut the
interest rate to 26.5%, citing a 11-month
downward trend in inflation, although food
inflation single-digit claims are met with
skepticism regarding consumer
affordability.

* Nigeria has launched Corthan crude, a new
light sweet grade, to increase export
volumes and strengthen its negotiating
position within OPEC+.

e The Corporate Affairs Commission (CAC)
Registrar General is facing removal by the

Senate for repeated failure to account for
commission revenues and ignoring
legislative summons.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Terrorism and Domestic Stability
Insurgency remains active and adaptive.

Armed men killed worshippers at a mosque in

Kebbi, while an Improvised Explosive Device
(IED) detonated on a highway in Zamfara,
signaling a shift toward using explosives
against soft civilian targets and transit
corridors.

Economic Security and Statecraft The
"where is the money" narrative persists
despite increased state allocations. Special
Adviser to the President on Economic Affairs,
Tope Fasua, defended the administration's
focus on "hard infrastructure" and tax
reforms, arguing that the shift of revenue to
subnational states is intended to recalibrate
Nigerian governance toward the local level.

Diplomatic Engagement and
International Relations Nigeria is facing
scrutiny from the US Congress regarding
Christian persecution. The administration has
dismissed these reports as lacking context on
complex "organized criminality," even as it

bids for membership on the UN Human Rights
Council for the 2027-2029 term.

Labor and Industry Trade unions are
actively resisting government concession
plans. In Port Harcourt, aviation workers
protested the planned concession of airport
car parks and tollgates, alleging a "fraudulent
attempt" to reduce government revenue by
50% in favor of a private company.
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Al, Technology Policy & Digital
Sovereignty Nigeria has risen to number five
in Africa for Al adoption. The government is
pushing for "AI learning concepts" and the
establishment of "digital hubs" in universities
like UNILAG, though concerns about job

displacement and ethical guardrails remain
unaddressed.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The legislative agenda was dominated by the
finalizing of the 2026 Electoral Act and the
commencement of the 2026 budget defense
sessions, which revealed significant friction
between the executive branch and the
National Assembly over fund disbursement.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* 2026 Electoral Act (Signed): Legalizes
manual transmission of results as a
fallback; removes the mandatory electronic
requirement.

* Police Act Amendment (Ongoing
impact): Allows the IGP to serve a full
four-yvear term regardless of retirement
age.

e Tax Reform Bill: A controversial suite of

laws aimed at increasing non-oil revenue
and systematizing MDA payments.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* 2026 Budget Defense: Ministers of
Health, Interior, and Justice complained

that only 1% to 1.5% of their 2025 capital
budgets were released, leading to
"infrastructural  challenges" in their

respective sectors.

* Opposition Coalition Press Conference:
Leaders including David Mark, Atiku
Abubakar, and Peter Obi issued a joint
rejection of the new Electoral Act, calling it
a "legal pretext for corruption.”

e NAFDAC ©Union Protests: Workers
barricaded offices in Lagos, demanding a
reversal of the sachet alcohol ban.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The "Manual Fallback" and the Erosion of
Electoral Trust The most significant trend is
the institutionalized retreat from purely
electronic voting systems. By signing a law
that permits man

the administration has created a "shadow"
system that opposition parties believe will be
used to bypass electronic safeguards. This
move effectively nullifies the perceived gains
of the 2023 elections regarding real-time
transparency via the IReV portal. The
administration justifies this by citing
broadband capability gaps, but the political
fallout has catalyzed an unprecedented union
of opposition forces that were previously
fragmented.

The Paradox of Subnational Wealth vs.
Federal Scarcity There is a growing
disconnect in Nigeria's financial narrative.
While the federal government claims a
massive increase in revenue following the
removal of fuel subsidies and exchange rate
unification, critical federal ministries report
near-zero capital funding. Economic advisers
suggest the "money is at the state level,"
pointing to infrastructure projects in states
like Ondo and Enugu. However, this shift risks
hollowing out the federal capacity to manage
national-scale crises in health and justice,
creating a decentralized development model
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that may lack federal

accountability.

oversight and

Asymmetric Warfare and the "Normalcy"
of Insecurity The reporting of a deadly
mosque attack in Kebbi alongside a massacre
in Adamawa indicates that terrorism is
becoming localized and routine. The security
forces' focus has shifted toward "community-
driven models" and public safety programs,
yet the persistence of high-profile kidnappings
and highway bombings suggests that bandits
and terrorists still maintain tactical
superiority in rural areas. The appointment of
Acting IGP Disu is a clear attempt to inject
innovation and intelligence-led policing into a
force that is currently being accused of
systemic human rights abuses.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks) Expect legal
challenges to the 2026 Electoral Act in the
courts. The opposition coalition will likely
attempt to obtain an injunction against the
implementation of the manual results clause.
On the security front, Acting IGP Disu's "zero
tolerance" policy will likely result in a highly
publicized purge of senior officers or a
crackdown on "impunity" to establish his
authority. In South Africa, the removal from

the FATF Grey List will likely trigger a short-

term increase in investment interest.

Medium Term (1-6 Months) The CBN's
easing cycle is likely to continue, provided
inflation remains on its current trajectory.
However, the r ital udge
performance of 2025 will begin to manifest as
stalled infrastructure projects and increased
social tension over the "cost of living" crisis.
The APC's March 2026 National Convention
will be a bellwether for party cohesion as

internal factions jockey for positions ahead of
the 2027 primary season.

Long Term (1-5 Years) Nigeria's digital
economy pivot, led by Al adoption and a tech-
savvy youth population, will create a
structural divide between the "analog"
political class and the "digital" workforce. If
the 2026 Electoral Act leads to a disputed
2027 outcome, the result could be a
prolonged period of civil unrest and a
potential retreat into more authoritarian
governance to maintain social order. The
successful integration of the AfCFTA will
determine whether Nigeria remains a regional
leader or loses its competitive edge to more
stable economies like South Africa.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Monitor the US-Iran nuclear talks in
Geneva, as failure here would immediately
spike oil prices and disrupt Nigeria's fragile
economic recovery.

* Exercise caution regarding Nigeria's bid for
the UN Human Rights Council given the

Amnesty International reports on police
brutality.

* Support community policing initiatives in
the North Central and North West to

address the asymmetric nature of current
terror threats.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* The r italization of 2 igerian
provides a more stable financial foundation,
but investors should be wary of high
borrowing costs (30%) for commercial
businesses despite the marginal CBN cut.
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* Opportunity exists in mobil
component manufacturing as Nigeria seeks
to reduce its 200-million-person
population's  dependence on  vehicle
imports.

* Risk is high in the aviation and regulatory
sectors due to labor unrest and aggressive
anti-corruption moves within agencies like
the CAC and NAFDAC.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television

news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
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