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U.S.-CUBA TENSIONS ESCALATE
AMID AGGRESSIVE DOMESTIC
SHIFTS TOWARD CITIZENSHIP-
BASED ECONOMIC EXCLUSION

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 26, 2026, marks a significant
inflection point in both U.S. foreign policy and
domestic administrative strategy. Geopolitical
friction with Cuba reached its highest
intensity in decades following a lethal
maritime engagement where Cuban border
guards killed four occupants of a Florida-
registered vessel. The incident, which Cuba
characterizes as a thwarted ‘“terrorist
infiltration," occurs against a backdrop of a
tightened U.S. energy blockade and the 30th
anniversary of the "Brothers to the Rescue"
tragedy. This event has the potential to derail
recent tentative diplomatic
regarding Venezuelan oil shipments to the
island and signals a return to Cold War-era
brinkmanship in the Caribbean.

concessions

Domestically, the Trump administration is
aggressively pivoting toward a "citizenship-
first"  economic  model, systematically
stripping legal residents of privileges
previously held. Significant developments

include the Small Business Administration
(SBA) restricting 7(a) loans exclusively to U.S.
citizens and a White House proposal to
require proof of citizenship for opening bank
accounts. These moves, coupled with the
proposed "Dalila" bill to ban driver’s licenses
for undocumented immigrants, represent a
coordinated effort to bifurcate the domestic
population based on nationality rather than
legal residency status. Simultaneously, the
federal government is undergoing a profound
internal realignment, evidenced by FBI
Director Kash Patel’s summary dismissal of
agents involved in past investigations of the
President, and a high-profile federal raid on
the Los Angeles Unified School District
(LAUSD) related to failed AI ventures.

In Mexico, the power vacuum created by the
death of CJNG leader "El Mencho" has
triggered a catastrophic wave of retaliatory
violence, impacting over a million businesses
across 21 states. While President Sheinbaum
acknowledges U.S. intelligence cooperation,
the internal fallout—including the discovery of
"narcondéminas" (police payrolls)—reveals the
depth of state infiltration by criminal
syndicates. The convergence of these events
suggests a period of extreme volatility: a
destabilized neighbor to the south, a hostile
regime 90 miles to the east, and a domestic
environment defined by rapid deregulation for
citizens and increasing
residents.

exclusion for



MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The Florida-Cuba Maritime Engagement

Cuban border guards killed four and
injured six aboard a Florida-registered
lancha (speedboat) near Cayo Falcones,
Villa Clara, claiming the crew carried
military-grade equipment including assault
rifles and explosives.

Identity discrepancies have emerged; one
individual named by the Cuban regime as a
"terrorist" occupant released a video

stating he is in Miami and was not on the

vessel.

The U.S. State Department and Florida
state authorities have launched
independent investigations, with Secretary
Marco Rubio describing the incident as
inusual and requiring immediate
clarification.

Administrative Purge and Institutional
Realignment

FBI Director Kash Patel fired at least 10
high-ranking agents and supervisors,
specifically targeting those involved in the
Mar-a-L lassifi men
investigation.

Federal agents raided the home and office
of LAUSD Superintendent Alberto Carvalho
and a residence in Miami, reportedly
investigating a

called "Allhear" that led to bankruptcy.

Hillary  Clinton provided closed-door
testimony to Congress regarding the Jeffrey
Epstein case, characterizing the probe as
political persecution while calling for
transparency regarding the President's own
ties to Epstein.

The Post-Mencho Crisis in Mexico

* The family of Nemesio Oseguera "El

Mencho" has formally requested his

remains following the Feb 22 operation that
left 25 Mexican soldiers dead.

* Analysis of seized documents in Tapalpa

revealed a "narcondémina" showing the

CJNG pays approximately 138,000 pesos
monthly in bribes to local police.

» Widespread retaliatory arson has damaged

1 million businesses in Mexico, including
an attack that left a 2-year-old child with
burns over 80% of his body.

Citizenship-Based Economic Restrictions

o Effective March 1, the SBA will restrict 7(a)

business loans exclusively to U.S. citizens,
eliminating previous exceptions for legal
residents and green card holders.

* The administration is reviewing a policy to

require proof of citizenship for opening
new bank accounts, a move that could
disrupt the financial stability of millions of
legal non-citizens.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Al & Technology Policy

* The LAUSD raid highlights the legal and

financial risks of "ambitious" Al initiatives
in the public sector; the "Allhear" project is
now the subject of a federal fraud

* Privacy concerns led the city of Mountain

View to cancel its contract with Flock
Safety after Al-driven license plate cameras
allowed unauthorized federal access to
data.
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Domestic Stability & Social Order

* The "Dalila" proposal aims to strip driver's
licenses from non-citizens, which critics
argue will compromise road safety by
increasing the number of unlicensed and
uninsured drivers.

e San Francisco has declared "Zones Free of
ICE," prohibiting federal agents from using

city-owned properties for immigration

operations.

Economic Security

* BART is facing a $376 million deficit,
threatening to close 10 stations and cut
service by half if a November funding
measure fails.

* The federal government is announcing a
retirement plan contribution for 50 million
workers currently lacking pension funds, a
major pillar of the "Golden Era" economic
narrative.

International Relations & Diplomatic
Engagement

* U.S. sanctions policy remains inconsistent;
the Treasury Department recently

authorized gas exports to Cuba's private

sector while simultaneously blocking funds
for Maduro’s legal defense.

* Russia has intervened rhetorically in the
Cuba-U.S. standoff, accusing the U.S. of

escalating a conflict to justify aggression
against the island.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The legislative landscape is currently
dominated by executive orders and high-
stakes proposals unveiled during the State of
the Union. The administration is moving to
codify its "protection" agenda through rapid

regulatory changes at the SBA and DHS.
Federal courts, however, are emerging as a
significant check on these policies,
particularly regarding the due process rights
of non-citizens. Press events from both parties
show a starkly polarized reaction to the
President's record-setting 107-minute
address.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* The Dalila Bill: A proposed federal law to
prohibit states from issuing driver's

licenses to undocumented immigrants.

* SBA 7(a) Restriction: A regulatory
change, effective March 1, requiring 100%
U.S. citizenship for small business loan

applicants.

* Home Insurance Disclosure Act: A
California bill requiring insurers to give 6
months notice before non-renewal of
policies in fire-prone areas.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Epstein Committee Hearing:
Congressional questioning of Hillary
Clinton and expected questioning of Bill

Clinton regarding travels on Epstein’s
aircraft.

* State of the Union Address: A 1-hour and
47-minute speech where the President
claimed the arrival of a Golden Era while
attacking political opponents.

* Federal Court Ruling (Boston): A judge
blocked the "Fast-Track" deportation policy
to third countries, citing a lack of due
process.
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Citizenship The
defining theme of the day is the transition
from "illegal vs. legal" immigration discourse
to "citizen vs. non-citizen" economic policy. By
excluding legal residents from SBA loans and
potentially banking, the administration is
effectively neutralizing the economic benefits
of permanent residency. This creates a "gray
zone" for millions of legal residents who pay
taxes but are denied the capital necessary to
grow businesses or participate in the formal
system. The SBA change is
particularly impactful, as it eliminates a 5%

ownership exception for residents that had

existed for years.

financial

Institutional Retribution and
Bureaucratic Realignment The mass firing
of FBI agents by Director Patel signifies a
total break from traditional civil service
protections within federal law enforcement.
By framing these dismissals as a necessary
r n "political" investigations, the
administration is signaling that personal
loyalty—or at least an absence of past
opposition—is now a prerequisite for federal
service. This trend extends to the legislative
branch's focus on the Epstein files, using
historical scandals to discredit past leaders

while shielding current ones from similar
scrutiny.

The "New Normal" of Proximity Conflict
The violence in Mexico and the maritime
incident in Cuba suggest that the U.S. is no
longer managing "border issues" but is
instead surrounded by active conflict zones.
The death of "El Mencho" has not brought
stability but has instead paralyzed regional
commerce. Similarly, the Cuba incident shows
that maritime borders remain porous and

highly prone to lethal miscalculation. The use
of Russian rhetoric to support the Cuban
narrative indicates that local skirmishes in the
Caribbean continue to serve as proxies for
broader global power struggles.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a surge in
asylum requests at the southern border as
Mexican cartel violence intensifies following
the Mencho aftermath. In the U.S., a "bank
run" or mass withdrawal by legal non-citizens
could occur if the banking citizenship
requirement moves toward formal

implementation. Diplomatic tension with Cuba
will likely result in the suspension of the

recently authorized  private-sector gas
exports.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The SBA’s new
restrictions will likely lead to a contraction in
small business growth within immigrant-heavy
sectors, potentially affecting local labor
markets in California and Florida. The LAUSD
investigation into Al fraud will likely broaden
to other school districts that contracted with
Allhear, potentially sparking a wider federal
crackdown on public-sector tech
procurement.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The structural
exclusion of non-citizens from financial and
professional systems (SBA, banking, driver’s
licenses) may lead to a permanent
"underground economy" for legal residents.
This could degrade long-term national
economic resilience and social cohesion. In
Mexico, the fragmentation of the CJNG could
result in a "balkanized" criminal landscape
that is even harder for the Mexican state—and
U.S. intelligence—to manage or contain.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

e The U.S. should prioritize independent
verification of the Cayo Falcones incident to
avoid a cycle of escalation driven by
iall oul | Cul ves.
* Security cooperation with Mexico must
shift from "kingpin" strategies to protecting
critical infrastructure and commercial
transit, as cartel retaliation is now
targeting the general economy.

* The use of "third country" deportations
remains a legal liability; policy should be
adjusted to meet the 15-day notice
requirement set by federal courts.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Banking Sector: Financial institutions
must prepare for massive compliance costs
n legal hallen if  citizenship
verification becomes mandatory for account
holders.

* Supply Chain Risk: Companies with
operations in Mexico should expect
ransportation 1 n ri
surcharges as cartels increasingly target
transport trucks (AMOTAC) in the wake of
the Mencho operation.

* Tech Procurement: Firms providing Al
and tech services to public schools (LAUSD,

etc.) should anticipate heightened federal

auditing and requirements for transparency
in Al "safety and efficacy" metrics.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from

around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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