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REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO: 2026 ELECTORAL TRANSITION
TRANSITION. ANCHORED BY INFRASTRUCTURE, ENERGY,
& SECURITY MOBILIZATION TOWARDS STABILITY.
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PROTECTION (Madingou) &MPOX CLADE 1B

CSLC ELECTORAL MECHANICS:
EQUAL MEDIA ACCESS (21 MINS)
& VOTER CARD DISTRIBUTION

“DSN 26" YOUTH VOLUNTEERS
& POLITICAL ELITE RALLIEMENT

“TIRELESS BUILDER” & “APOSTLE OF PEACE"
DSN BRANDING: PERFORMANCE LEGITIMACY

SHORT TERM (FEB-MAR):
CAMPAIGN RALLIES
INCREASED SECURITY
VOTER CARD ISSUES

MEDIUM TERM (POST-ELECTION):
MANDATE STRENGTH
CORRIDOR 13 START
PIOKA SPV

LONG TERM (1-5 YRS):
“SECOND LUNG" CLIMATE HUB
TRADE SHIFT
IMPROVED GRID BY 2027

ENI CONGO GRID
STABILIZATION & URBAN
BLACKOUT REDUCTION

POOL REGION STABILITY &
HUMANITARIAN AID:
COMMUNITY ALERT SYSTEMS &
MATSOUANIST ENGAGEMENT

FORMER CANDIDATE SUPPORT
& PERSONALITY LITERATURE

KEY TRENDS:

» Electoral Infrastructure Clientelism
« Pan-African Energy Leadership

« Digital Sovereignty & Fintech

RECOMMENDATIONS:

= Engage ROC-DRC on Energy

« Monitor Mpox Corridor

« Support CAFI Forest Governance
« Invest in Logistics/Fintech
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THE REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO
ENTERS A HIGH-STAKES
ELECTORAL TRANSITION
ANCHORED BY MASSIVE

INFRASTRUCTURE LAUNCHES,

REGIONAL ENERGY PACTS, AND A
COORDINATED SECURITY
MOBILIZATION TO ENSURE
STABILITY AHEAD OF THE MARCH
2026 PRESIDENTIAL VOTE.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On February 26, 2026, the Republic of the
Congo (ROC) demonstrated a multifaceted
state effort to consolidate power and ensure
social order ahead of the March 15
presidential election. President Denis Sassou
Nguesso (DSN) leveraged the final days of his
current mandate to launch the "Corridor 13"
project, a massive 542km road infrastructure
initiative connecting ROC to the Central
African Republic (RCA) and Chad, intended to
end the physical isolation of the Likuala
department. This was paired with a major
diplomatic breakthrough in energy
sovereignty, as the ROC and the Democratic
Republic of the Congo (DRC) moved toward
finalizing an 11,000 MW hydroelectric project

at the Pioka site, a move aimed at addressing
the continent's "Mission 300" goal of
electrifying 300 million people by 2030.

Domestically, the governance apparatus is
focused on electoral mechanics and security.
The Superior Council for the Liberty of
Communication (CSLC) conducted a
transparent draw for candidate airtime,
granting seven validated candidates equal
access to public media for the campaign
period beginning February 28. Meanwhile, the
national security architecture is in a state of
high alert; the Gendarmerie conducted
"Bokengelamboka 2026" exercises to simulate
crowd control and maintain order during the
polls. These state actions are occurring
against a backdrop of sophisticated
personality cult building, exemplified by the
publication of new literature framing DSN as
an "Apostle of Peace" and a global leader in
environmental stability, even as the state
manages local security threats such as critical
infrastructure sabotage in Madingou and
humanitarian aid
historically restive Pool region.

distribution in the

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Launch of Corridor 13 Regional Road
Project: President DSN initiated the
construction of the 542km Corridor 13,
which will connect ROC to RCA and Chad,
representing the largest road project since
the Pointe-Noire-Brazzaville highway
corridor development.

* ROC-DRC Hydroelectric Pact: Ministers
from ROC and DRC finalized a protocol for
the Pioka-Tombé hydroelectric site on the
Congo River, projected to generate 11,000
MW as part of the World Bank-backed

Mission 300 energy initiative.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELECONGO_20260226_150000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELECONGO_20260226_190000

* Presidential FElection Mechanics: The
CSLC determined the media passage order
for seven candidates, including Anguios
Nganguia Engambé (1st) and Denis Sassou
Nguesso (7th), ensuring 21 minutes of
airtime each media draw.

* Security Mobilization
"Bokengelamboka 2026": The
Gendarmerie of Brazzaville conducted

large-scale drills to prepare for election-
related crowd management and the
prevention of urban violence security
exercise.

* CAFI Forestry Partnership Evaluation:
The government and civil society began
evaluating the Letter of Intent with the
Central African Forest Initiative (CAFI) to
prioritize local community involvement in
the next phase of forest conservation.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Critical Infrastructure & Energy Security:
The state is aggressively pursuing energy
independence through both regional
partnerships and internal grid stabilization.
The Eni Congo-led project to rehabilitate the
Pointe-Noire-Brazzaville transport
infrastructure is nearing the end of its first
phase, focusing on medium-voltage
substations. This is essential for the "Mission
300" goals discussed with DRC
representatives energy message. Additionally,
the launch of Corridor 13 is framed as a
strategic move to secure regional supply

chains and reduce logistics costs for
landlocked neighbors.

Domestic Stability & Social Order:
Maintaining peace in the Pool region remains
a top priority. The government launched a
second wave of community alert systems for

traditional leaders and initiated humanitarian

aid rotations in districts like Mindouli and
Kindamba aid deployment. The security
apparatus is emphasizing "neutrality and
professionalism" while simultaneously
identifying and arresting individuals involved
in sabotaging hospital infrastructure in
Madingou.

Succession & Stability: The election
campaign is dominated by the "DSN 26" youth
volunteer corps, led by Denis Christel Sassou
Nguesso, which aims to ensure a first-round
electoral victory for the incumbent. The
ralliement of former candidate Alexis Bongo
to DSN further signals a consolidation of the
political elite candidate ralliement. The state
is also using "personality literature" to link
national stability directly to the continued
presidency of DSN.

Digital Sovereignty & Technology Policy:
The state is addressing the risks of the "digital
age" through high-level expertise on data
protection and fintech. Discussions
emphasized the importance of GDPR-style
regulations to protect digital identity in a
commercializing world. Concurrently, the rise
of fintech is being viewed as a tool for
financial inclusion, with major growth noted

in the Nigerian and Ghanaian markets

providing a template for Congolese expansion.

Biosurveillance & Public Health: Regional
health risks, specifically cholera and the
"clade 1b" variant of Mpox, are under active
surveillance. While ROC hasn't confirmed new
variants, the government is monitoring border
entry points following declarations of a public
health emergency by the Africa CDC. Internal
health initiatives, such as hypertension
screenings in Pointe-Noire, are being used as
social outreach during the campaign.
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative and regulatory activity centered
on election procedures and the formalization
of transport and agricultural sectors. The
government is using the final days of the pre-
campaign to push through voluntary
compliance measures for urban transport and
finalize distribution of voter IDs.

e Voter Card Distribution (CNEI): The
National Independent Electoral
Commission mandated the exhaustive
distribution of voter cards across the
territory, with a March 2 deadline for
unreceived cards.

* Urban Transport Regulation: The
Commune of Brazzaville extended the
voluntary enrollment period for vehicle
owners to obtain order numbers for

transport security until February 28.

e CSLC Media Directive: A formal directive
on airtime equality (Article 21 of Law
15-2001) was reinforced, mandating 21-

minute slots for presidential candidates.

Agricultural Fair Planning: The
government codified the budget for the
UFA Gombe forest development fund,
balancing investment between impacted
and non-impacted zones.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

Electoral Infrastructure Clientelism The
timing of massive project launches—Corridor
13, the Djambala market, and Olombo schools
—suggests a strategy of ‘"performance
legitimacy." By presenting the incumbent as a
"Tireless Builder," the administration is
effectively blurring the line between state
governance and campaign activity

infrastructure branding. The use of various

associations (Olombo en Marche, Generation
Plus, Fondation Privat Ndeke) to deliver social
services allows for political credit to be
distributed through non-state channels

foundation branding.

Pan-African Energy Leadership ROC is
positioning itself as a regional hub for the
"Green Transition" and energy security. The
collaboration with the DRC on the Pioka dam
power project and the active evaluation of the
CAFI partnership forestry workshop indicate a
strategic move to leverage Congo Basin
resources for diplomatic influence. This theme
is echoed in the branding of the President as a
global "Apostle of Peace and Ecology."

The "Matsouanist" Factor and Pool
Stability The emphasis on André Matsoua's
history and the specific humanitarian focus on
the Pool department historical rofil
suggests an ongoing effort to pacify and
integrate the "Lari" heartland into the
national fold. The government is careful to
honor traditional lineages while deploying
modern surveillance technology to maintain
order in these historically volatile areas.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a surge in
political rallies as the campaign officially kicks
off on February 28. Increased Gendarmerie
presence in urban centers (Brazzaville and
Pointe-Noire) will be highly visible. Voter card
distribution issues may lead to minor localized
protests if not resolved by the March 2
line.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The March 15
election will likely see an incumbent victory,
though the margin and the "abstention rate"
(highlighted as the main enemy) will
determine the  post-election mandate's
strength. Post-election, focus will shift to the
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concrete start of Corridor 13 construction and
the legal formalization of the Pioka dam SPV.

Long Term (1-5 Years): ROC will attempt to
solidify its position as the "second lung" of the
world's climate strategy. If Corridor 13 is
completed in 4 years as planned, it will
fundamentally shift trade patterns between
the Gulf of Guinea and landlocked Central
Africa. Energy security improvements from
the Eni Congo project should begin to show in
reduced urban blackouts by 2027 grid
evaluation.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Engage the ROC-DRC joint energy
commission early to ensure "Mission 300"
targets are aligned with international

financing standards.

* Monitor the Clade 1b Mpox variant along
the Congo River corridor, given the high
volume of river traffic noted in diplomatic
reports.

* Support the CAFI 2nd phase negotiations to
ensure community-led forest governance is

not sidelined by electioneering priorities.
For Private Sector/Investors:

* Opportunity: Logistics and construction
firms should monitor Corridor 13 tenders,

which represent a massive state outlay over
the next 48 months.

* Risk: Critical infrastructure sabotage (e.g.,
cable theft in Madingou) remains a
persistent operational risk for

telecommunications and utility companies.

* Opportunity: Fintech providers should
note the government's openness to digital
financial inclusion for the unbanked
populations in the hinterland.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.
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For questions or suggestions, please contact Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn archive.org/details/tv.
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
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