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A HISTORICAL RECKONING FOR SPAIN & THE 23F ERA
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THE FACE OF THE 1981 COUP @Zﬁﬁ ! ﬁ@@ “CONTROLLED EXERCISE” OMITS
PASSES UNREPENTANT. POLITICS OF MEMORY AS A WEAPON:  KEY RECORDINGS & REGISTRIES.

GOVERNMENT USES HISTORY TO FRAME ~ REVEALS “OPERATION MR.” PLOT
OPPOSITION, EXPERTS SKEPTICAL. AGAINST KING.

LEGISLATIVE GRIDLOCK & DOMESTIC FRAGMENTATION
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JUNTS BLOCKS SUMAR COALITION ERC DEMANDS
“SOCIAL SHIELD”: FRACTURES: FISCAL SOVEREIGNTY:
CITES “OKUPA” (SQUATTER) | YOLANDA DIAZ RESIGNS CONDITIONS REGIONAL
CONCERNS IN ANTI-EVICTION | LEADERSHIP, SIGNALING BUDGET SUPPORT ON
DECREE. MAJOR LEFT-WING DIVISION & 100% IRPF TAX TRANSFER.
GOVERNMENT DEFEAT. INSTABILITY.

Al THREAT TO ENTERTAINMENT:
BYTEDANCE TOOL TRIGGERS
LAWSUITS OVER HYPER-REALISTIC
FOOTAGE & COPYRIGHT.
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CUBA-US TENSION: IRAN-US STALEMATE: RUSSIA-UKRAINE EROSION OF
HAVANA DENOUNCES GENEVA TALKS STALL UNDER INTENSIFICATION: “STRATEGIC PATIENCE":
“TERRORIST INCURSION” AFTER  “MAXIMUM PRESSURE.” MASSIVE ATTACKWITH400+  SHIFT FROM CONTAINMENT
LETHAL MARITIME FIREFIGHT;  US WEIGHS “LIMITED STRIKE” DRONES & MISSILES HITSUKRAINIAN.  TO ACTIVE GLOBAL
COMPLICATES DIPLOMACY. ON NUCLEAR FACILITIES.  CITIES, SIGNALING BRUTAL SHIFT. CONFRONTATION.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & IMPLICATIONS

) SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS): > MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS): LONG TERM (1-5 YEARS):

INTENSE POLITICAL INSTABILITY  POPE LEO XIV VISIT TO BARCELONA; ICELAND EU REFERENDUM
IN SPAIN; EPSTEIN CASE POTENTIAL KINETIC ENGAGEMENT  (SECURITY FLIGHT); NORTH KOREA
TESTIMONIES DOMINATE US NEWS. IN PERSIAN GULF. SUCCESSION PLAN FINALIZED.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR INTERNATIONAL POLICY: RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PRIVATE SECTOR:
PREPARE FOR HEIGHTENED MARITIME RISK (CUBA), ACCOUNT FOR Al LITIGATION RISKS,

UPSCALE ELECTRONIC WARFARE (UKRAINE), PREPARE FOR SPANISH SUPPLY CHAIN DELAYS,

MONITOR NON-EU NATO MEMBERS. ADAPT TO DURABILITY MANDATES IN FASHION.
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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 26, 2026, marks a symbolic closing
of a chapter in Spanish history with the death
of Antonio Tejero, the face of the 1981 coup
attempt, at the age of 93. His passing
coincided—by what some analysts call
political design—with the Spanish
government’s declassification of 167
documents related to the 23F coup. While the
administration of Pedro Sanchez is utilizing
these files to reinforce the democratic
legitimacy of the monarchy, historical experts
remain skeptical, labeling the release a
"controlled" exercise that omits critical
recordings and intelligence registries. This
historical refocusing occurs as the Sanchez
government faces a significant legislative
defeat in Congress, with the Catalan party
Junts blocking a major social decree over
concerns that it inadvertently protects illegal
squatters ("okupas").

On the international stage, tensions are
escalating across several theaters. Cuba has

denounced a "terrorist incursion" from the
United States after four individuals were
killed in a maritime firefight, an event that
complicates recent diplomatic overtures
regarding fuel shipments. Simultaneously, the
United States is reportedly weighing a
"limited strike" against Iranian nuclear
facilities as negotiations in Geneva stall under
the weight of the Trump administration's
"maximum pressure" campaign. In Eastern
Europe, Russia has launched one of its most
expansive drone and missile attacks to date,
deploying over 400 drones against Ukrainian
infrastructure, signaling a brutal
intensification of the conflict amidst ongoing
back-channel diplomatic efforts.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The End of the 23F Era

* Antonio Tejero, the former Civil Guard
Lieutenant Colonel who led the 1981
assault on the Spanish Congress, died at 93
in Valencia without ever expressing
remorse for his actions.

* The Spanish government declassified 167
documents from the 23F archives; however,
experts note that critical items, such as
recordings of phone calls made from the
Zarzuela Palace and the Congress during
the coup, remain missing or withheld.

Declassified files reveal that a secondary,
more radical "Operation Mr." was planned
by 34 military members to launch a second
coup if the first failed, with the King as a
primary target for "neutralization."
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Spanish Domestic Political Fragmentation

* Junts per Catalunya has confirmed it will
vote against the government’s "social
shield" decree, arguing that anti-eviction
moratoriums offer too much protection to
illegal occupants at the expense of property
owners.

Vice President Yolanda Diaz has announced
she will renoun her 1 rship of the
Sumar alliance and will not run in the next
general elections, citing a need for
personal reflection and signaling a
potential collapse of the left-wing coalition.

* In Catalonia, ERC is conditioning its
support for the regional budget on the total
transfer of IRPF (income tax) management
to the Generalitat, a demand the central
government in Madrid currently rejects.

International Conflict

Escalation

Security and

* The Cuban Ministry of the Interior reported
a lethal encounter at Cayo Falcones, where
troops killed four people aboard a Florida-
registered vessel, alleging the group was
armed and planning terrorist acts.

e The U.S. and Iran remain deadlocked in
Geneva; analysts warn that the White
House may be moving toward a military
action to curb Iran's ballistic and nuclear
ambitions.

* Russia conducted a massive coordinated
strike involving 39 missiles and 400 drones,
causing significant civilian casualties and
infrastructure damage in Kyiv and
Zaporizhzhia.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Al & Digital Sovereignty The entertainment
industry is facing a transformative threat from

Chinese Al. ByteDance’s new video generation
tool, capable of creating hyper-realistic
footage, has triggered lawsuits from Disney,
Netflix, and the MPA. This development
challenges the traditional production model of
Hollywood and raises urgent questions about
copyright and the "truth" of digital media.

Coalition Cohesion & Leadership
Dynamics The resignation of Yolanda Diaz
from the Sumar leadership represents a major
blow to the stability of the left in Spain.
Analysts suggest Sumar has become a
"symbol of division" rather than unity,
complicating President Sanchez's ability to
maintain a functional parliamentary majority
through 2027.

Corruption & Rule of Law The "Case of the
Fake Pastor" in L'Hospitalet has revealed
systemic vulnerabilities in the oversight of
religious entities. A man posing as an
evangelical leader is accused of sexual assault
against six women, including an 11-year-old
child, and financial extortion of his
congregation.

Geopolitical Power Dynamics Iceland is
accelerating plans for a referendum on EU
membership by 2027. This shift is directly
attributed to the "international uncertainty"
caused by the return of Donald Trump to the
White House, as Reykjavik seeks a stronger
security and economic anchor within the
European bloc.

Critical Infrastructure Catalonia’s rail
network (Rodalies) faces significant disruption
as emergency works begin on the Garraf
tunnels. The three-month project will force
single-track circulation, severely impacting
the southern corridor and requiring a massive
bus substitution plan.
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The day was defined by a critical standoff in
the Spanish Congress over fragmented
remnants of an "omnibus" decree and a push
for social morality laws. Internationally,
France has finalized a landmark shift in its
bioethics framework.

* Social Shield Decree (Spain): A package
of measures including anti-eviction
protections and utility subsidies. It faces
defeat in Congress as Junts refuses to
support it without changes to squatting
laws.

* Prostitution Abolition Proposal (Spain):
The Ministry of Equality is pushing a new
law to fine sex work clients, framing
prostitution as a form of violence. The
proposal faces internal resistance from
coalition partners who fear it will
marginalize workers.

e End of Life Law (France): The French
Parliament has passed a law legalizing
i ing, including a "conscience
clause" for doctors and a requirement for
general patient self-administration of lethal
substances.

» Textile Waste Decree (Spain): A new
regulation is in development to force major
fashion brands (those with over 2.5%
market share) to redesign clothing for
durability and recyclability, targeting the
"fast fashion" model.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Politics of Memory as a Modern
Weapon The declassification of 23F
documents is not merely a historical exercise
but a tactical move in contemporary Spanish
politics. By highlighting the links between

historical extremism and modern iterations
like Vox, the Sanchez government is
attempting to build a "historical ADN"
narrative that frames the current right-wing
opposition as the ideological heirs of the 1981
plotters. However, the skepticism from
journalists and historians regarding the
"controlled" nature of the release suggests
this move may backfire, fueling conspiracy
theories about what the state is still hiding
regarding the King Emeritus’s true role.

Fiscal Sovereignty as the New Catalan
Battleground The shift from independence
rhetoric to granular fiscal demands is
becoming the dominant theme in Catalan-
Spanish relations. ERC’s insistence on
managing 100% of IRPF is a "red line" for the
regional budget. This represents a "quiet"
move toward fiscal sovereignty that mimics
the Basque model, presenting a structural
challenge to the Spanish state’s financial
centralism that transcends the previous
decade's symbolic
independence.

declarations of

The Erosion of "Strategic Patience" in
Foreign Policy The simultaneous escalations
in Cuba, Iran, and Ukraine suggest a global
transition away from containment toward
active confrontation. The U.S. "maximum
pressure" on Iran is reaching a breaking
point, while Russia’s 400-drone swarm
indicates a pivot toward overwhelming the
technical capacities of Western-supplied air
defenses. This trend points to a "hotter"
spring in multiple global flashpoints.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks) Expect a period of
intense political instability in Spain following
the defeat of the social decree. The Sanchez
administration will likely have to negotiate on
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a piecemeal basis with Junts, possibly
conceding on "anti-okupa" measures to save
other legislative priorities. In the US, the
Epstein case testimonies from Hillary and Bill
Clinton will likely dominate the news cycle,
potentially unveiling new documents that
could impact the DQ]J's standing.

Medium Term (1-6 Months) The visit of
Pope Leo XIV to Barcelona in June for the
centennial of Gaudi’s death will serve as a
major diplomatic and event,
potentially used by the Catalan government to
project a distinct international identity. On the
security front, if Iran-U.S. talks do not
produce a breakthrough by April, the
likelihood of a limited kinetic engagement in

the Persian Gulf will increase significantly.

tourism

Long Term (1-5 Years) Iceland’s move
toward the EU signals a broader trend of
"security flight" where smaller nations seek
multilateral protection against an
unpredictable U.S. foreign policy. In North
Korea, the continued public elevation of Kim
Ju-ae suggests a finalized succession plan that
ensures regime continuity and a permanent
nuclear-armed status, regardless of future
diplomatic engagements.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy

* Governments should prepare for a period of
heightened maritime risk in the Caribbean
following the Cuba-US incident; diplomatic
channels regarding migrant flows and drug
interdiction may become restricted.

e The massive Russian drone attacks
necessitate an immediate wupscaling of
electronic warfare and low-cost Kinetic
interceptor production to assist Ukrainian
defense sustainability.

* Diplomats should monitor the Icelandic EU
referendum as a bellwether for other non-
EU NATO members (e.g., Norway) re-
evaluating their relationship with the bloc.

For Private Sector/Investors

* Legal and Tech Risks: Investors in Al
should account for mounting litigation risks
as the entertainment industry moves to
protect its intellectual property from hyper-
realistic generative tools.

Supply Chain Disruption: Infrastructure
projects in Catalonia, specifically the
Rodalies tunnel works, will cause logistical
delays for goods moving through the
southern Mediterranean corridor for at
least three months.

Regulatory Compliance: The fashion
industry must begin preparing for
durability mandates in Spain, which will
likely set a precedent for broader EU
"circular economy" regulations.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.
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Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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