
TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS
CHANNELSTV

F E B R U A R Y  2 7 ,  2 0 2 6

T H E  G D E L T  P R O J E C T



TODAY'S

MEDIA

TRENDS

CHANNELSTV

F E B R U A R Y  2 7 ,  2 0 2 6

NIGERIA FACES STRATEGIC

POLITICAL CONSOLIDATION AMID

LEGAL CRACKDOWNS ON FORMER

ELITES AND RISING REGIONAL

TENSIONS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 27, 2026, marked a pivotal moment

in  Nigeria’s  transition  toward  the  2027

general  elections,  characterized  by  an

aggressive  consolidation  of  power  by  the

ruling All Progressives Congress (APC) and a

simultaneous  legal  offensive  against  high-

profile figures of the previous administration.

The  defection  of  Adamawa  State  Governor

Ahmadu Fintiri from the People’s Democratic

Party (PDP) to the APC, accompanied by his

entire  cabinet  and  local  government

chairmen,  signals  a  near-total  collapse  of

opposition  structures  in  the  Northeast.  This

political  shift  occurs  as  the  Independent

National Electoral Commission (INEC) revises

the  election  timetable,  moving  the

presidential  poll  to  January  2027  and

introducing  stringent  digital  registration

requirements  that  opposition  parties  have

denounced  as  a  "booby  trap"  designed  to

ensure a one-party state under President Bola

Tinubu.

Parallel  to  this  political  realignment,  the

Nigerian  state  has  intensified its  use  of  the

judiciary to target former power brokers. The

remand of former Attorney General Abubakar

Malami, along with members of his family, on

charges  of  money laundering and terrorism,

suggests  a  definitive break in  elite  cohesion

and  the  potential  use  of  "lawfare"  to

neutralize future political threats. Meanwhile,

the  security  apparatus  is  undergoing  a

leadership transition with the appointment of

an Acting Inspector General of Police, even as

the  nation  grapples  with  a  persistent

"Christian genocide" narrative and escalating

cross-border  conflicts  between  Pakistan  and

Afghanistan, and the revelation that dozens of

West  Africans  have  been  killed  fighting  as

mercenaries in the Russia-Ukraine war.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Political  Consolidation  and

Opposition Collapse 

Governor Ahmadu Fintiri of Adamawa State

officially defected to the APC, claiming the

move was for national unity and alignment

with  President  Tinubu’s  "Renewed  Hope"

agenda.  Fintiri’s  defection includes  his

deputy, cabinet members, and all  21 local

government chairmen in the state.

The  African  Democratic  Congress  (ADC)

and the New Nigeria People's Party (NNPP)

have  formally  rejected  the  revised

2026-2027  election  timetable,  specifically

citing  the  digital  membership register

requirement as a tool for exclusion.
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Judicial  Offensive  Against  Former

Elites 

Former  Attorney  General  and  Minister  of

Justice Abubakar Malami, his son, and his

wife  were  remanded  at  Kuje and  Suleja

correctional  centers  following  a  N8.7

billion money laundering re-arraignment by

the EFCC.

Prominent  Senior  Advocate  of  Nigeria

(SAN) Mike Ozekhome was granted bail on

a 12-count charge involving alleged forgery

of  international  passports  and  property

documents  related  to  the  late  General

Jeremiah Useni.

A  high  court  in  Oyo  State  affirmed  the

validity  of  the  2025  PDP  convention  that

produced  Dr.  Kabiru  Turaki,  amidst

ongoing factionalism within the party.

Security  and  Counter-Terrorism

Transitions 

President Tinubu decorated the new Acting

Inspector  General  of  Police,  Sinnjisu (as

transcribed),  charging  him  to  restore

professionalism and public  trust  after  the

resignation of the previous IGP.

The DSS arrested Shafi Usman, the alleged

mastermind behind the deadly 2025 attack

on  the  Equa  Church  in  Kogi  State,

revealing  links  to  notorious  bandit  leader

Ibrahim Dange.

The  Nigerian  military  defended  ongoing

assistance from the United States, insisting

it is limited to training and intelligence at

no financial cost to the federation.

Economic Stagnation and Sectoral

Divergence 

Nigeria’s GDP grew by 4.07% in Q4 2025,

yet manufacturing inflows dropped by over

54% as investors pivoted toward short-term

portfolio investments rather than long-term

industrialization.

MTN Nigeria reported a revenue surge to

N5.2  trillion,  reflecting  a  54.9%  growth,

while  Nestlé  Nigeria  returned  to  positive

equity after a challenging fiscal period.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Corruption & Governance 

The re-arraignment of Abubakar Malami on

charges of money laundering and terrorism

marks a historic level of prosecution for a

former  Minister  of  Justice,  highlighting  a

shift  in  state  policy  toward  penalizing

former top-tier cabinet members.

The  NDIC  has  initiated  an  aggressive

recovery drive to recoup outstanding loans

from  600  failed  financial  institutions  to

reimburse depositors.

Terrorism & National Security 

The  rise  of  the  "Lakurawa"  group  and

renewed  IED  attacks  on  major  highways

threaten  regional stability  in  the

Northwest, even as the President urges the

Senate  to  fast-track  constitutional

amendments for state police.

Allegations  of  "Christian  genocide"

continue to surface in international reports,

though  domestic  analysts  warn  of

ideological deception used by terrorists to

foster religious discord.
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Energy Security & Infrastructure 

The Nigerian Independent System Operator

(NISO)  blamed gas  supply constraints  for

the  current  national  grid  shortfall,  noting

that  thermal  plants  require  1.6  billion

standard cubic feet of gas per day to reach

optimal output.

The  launch  of  the  Cothan  crude grade  is

expected to boost Nigeria's export earnings

and  bolster  foreign  reserves,  which

currently stand near $50 billion.

International  Relations & Foreign

Policy 

Ghana’s  foreign  ministry  confirmed  55

deaths of its nationals fighting for Russia in

Ukraine,  exposing  vast  recruitment

networks  targeting  vulnerable  African

youth with false promises of employment.

Pakistan and Afghanistan have entered an

open  war phase  following  Islamabad's

airstrikes on Kabul in response to Taliban-

led border offensives.

Investment  Climate  & Technology

Policy 

Lagos State is positioning itself as a "Green

City,"  even  as  developers  encroach  on

protected  spaces,  leading  to  conflicts

between municipal  planning and concrete

sprawl.

The  FCCPC  has  uncovered  price

manipulation and  collusion  by  domestic

airlines  during  the  2025  festive  season,

leading  to  a  probe  into  anti-competitive

behavior in the aviation sector.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  focused  on  the

controversial  Electoral  Act  2026,  which  has

introduced new mandates for political parties

that may fundamentally alter the competitive

landscape.  Additionally,  the  President  has

leaned  on  the  National  Assembly  to  initiate

constitutional  reforms  regarding

decentralized  policing  to  address  the

deteriorating security situation.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Electoral  Act  2026  (Sections  77  and

82): Mandates  political  parties  to  submit

digital membership registers by April 2026.

Critics argue this is a "booby trap" because

the  ruling  party  began  its  registration  a

year early while the law was only recently

signed.

State  Police  Constitutional

Amendment: Proposed by the President to

the 10th Senate to allow for decentralized

law  enforcement  as  a  response  to

persistent kidnapping and banditry.

Petroleum Industry Act (PIA) Reforms:

Executive  orders  issued  by  President

Tinubu  aim  to  systematize  revenue flows

and  reduce  the  60%  of  oil  revenue

currently  lost  to  "expenses"  and

administrative  charges  under  the  existing

PIA framework.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Opposition  Press  Conference  (ADC/

NNPP): Leaders of opposition parties met

in  Abuja  to  reject  the  revised timetable,

alleging the APC is working to eliminate all

competition ahead of 2027.
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Lagos  Trade  and  Investment  Summit

(Invest  in  Lagos 3.0): Governor  Sanwo-

Olu  announced  a  summit  to  address  the

N100 trillion infrastructure shortfall in the

state, targeting Commonwealth investors.

National  Institute  of  Credit

Administration  (NICA)  Investiture:

Economic  experts  argued  that  Nigeria

needs a systemic credit culture to reach its

goal of a $1 trillion GDP.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Weaponization  of  the  Digital

Divide 

A critical theme emerging from the electoral

debate is the use of technology as a barrier to

political participation. The mandate for digital

membership registers in a country where only

40% of the population has internet access—a

rate that "plunges in rural areas"—is viewed

by opposition parties as a calculated effort to

disenfranchise their largely rural bases. This

"digital lawfare" is a sophisticated evolution of

traditional  rigging,  allowing  the  state  to

disqualify opponents on technical rather than

electoral grounds. While agritech startups in

Jos  use  artificial  intelligence to  monitor  soil

moisture,  the  broader  population  remains

excluded  from  the  digital  infrastructure

required  to  engage  in  the  new  political

framework.

The  Mercenary  Economy  and

Global Conflict Spillage 

The confirmation of dozens of African deaths

in the Ukraine conflict highlights a disturbing

trend  of  globalized  poverty.  Recruiters  are

leveraging the high unemployment across the

Sahel and West Africa to lure young men into

foreign wars with promises of "lucrative jobs"

that  turn  into  frontline  combat  roles.  This

trend  suggests  that  African  states  are

struggling to provide economic alternatives to

their "youth bulge," leading to the export of

human  capital  as  fodder  for  distant

geopolitical  struggles.  The  vulnerability  of

these  youths  is  exacerbated  by  the  non-

aligned status of countries like Ghana, which

complicates  diplomatic  negotiations  for  the

release of prisoners of war.

The Death of "Elite Immunity" 

For  decades,  top-tier  Nigerian  officials

enjoyed  a  measure  of  post-tenure  immunity

through  political  consensus.  The  remand  of

Abubakar Malami—a man who once held the

keys  to  the  nation's  legal  system—suggests

that  this  era  is  over.  The  current

administration  appears  willing  to  use  the

EFCC and  DSS to  pursue  former  allies  and

rivals alike to solidify its own legitimacy and

demonstrate  accountability  to  international

lenders. However, skeptical analysts note that

these  prosecutions  often  coincide  with

political shifts, suggesting they may be more

about neutralizing challengers than a genuine

reform of the rule of law.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect heightened

legal challenges to the Electoral Act 2026 as

opposition parties seek injunctions against the

April  deadline for  digital  registers.  Political

tension  in  Adamawa  and  the  Northeast  will

likely increase as the PDP attempts to rebuild

its decimated local structures. In the security

sector,  the  new  Acting  IGP  will  likely

announce  a  "sweeping  reform"  package  to

quell civil unrest over recent abductions.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): The  debate

over state police will likely reach a fever pitch

in the National Assembly, serving as a litmus

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260227_150000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260227_120000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260227_133000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260227_133000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260227_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260227_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260227_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260227_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260227_023000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260227_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260227_020000


test for regional autonomy vs. federal control.

Economic  indicators  may  show  further

divergence; while GDP and telecom revenues

grow,  the  continued  drop  in  manufacturing

FDI  will  likely  lead  to  increased

unemployment  in  industrial  hubs  like  Lagos

and Ogun States.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The move toward a

dominant  one-party  state  appears  well

underway  if  the  APC  continues  to  absorb

opposition  governors.  Structural  changes  to

the  economy,  driven  by  gas-to-power

initiatives  and  new  crude  grades,  could

stabilize  the  Naira,  but  the  "human

development"  deficit  (where  Nigeria  ranks

28th in Africa) remains a long-term threat to

regime stability and social order.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

The  international  community  should

monitor  the  mercenary  recruitment

networks in West Africa, as the death toll in

Ukraine indicates a destabilizing outflow of

military-age males into foreign conflicts.

Diplomatic  engagement  with  the  Tinubu

administration  should  prioritize  the

preservation  of  the  democratic  space,  as

current electoral laws threaten to eliminate

viable opposition by 2027.

Security  assistance  should  be  balanced

between  counter-terrorism  and  the

protection of human rights, given the new

IGP's  challenge  to  professionalize  a  force

historically prone to abuse.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Regulatory  Compliance: Companies  in

the  aviation  and  telecom  sectors  should

expect increased scrutiny from the FCCPC

regarding  price  fixing  and  consumer

exploitation.

Energy  Investment: The  persistent  gas

supply gap presents a massive opportunity

for private infrastructure providers, as the

state appears unable to meet the 1.6 billion

scf/day requirement for the grid.

Market  Risk: While  foreign  reserves are

rising, the 54% drop in manufacturing FDI

suggests  that  long-term  capital  remains

cautious due to structural bottlenecks and

the  volatile  political  climate  ahead  of  the

2027 elections.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends
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and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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