TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS

GLOBOVISION

FEBRUARY 27, 2026

T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

. VENEZUELA'S US-MANAGED TRANSITION: |
THE POST-JANUARY 3 PIVOT

{é} Rodriguez Administration & US (Trump) align; Former “Aggressor” now “Friend & Partner”.
Focus on “Patriotic Resistance” & “Transactional Foreign Policy”.

CORE PILLARS OF THE TRANSITION & STABILIZATION
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1. ENERGY INTEGRATION 2. JUDICIAL AMNESTY & ‘ 3. POLITICAL REALIGNMENT |
& EXPORT SURGE | INSTITUTIONAL PURGE | & “MODERATE CENTER”

|[—]| SIDELINED “RADICAL”
OPPOSITION

(e.g., Maria Corina Machado)
':AI\:SEPI\IAEE?!%{!I'EISLY ] - “Extremist Obstacles”
7,461 REQUESTS, AN b
4,151 LIBERATED A
(Late Feb)

US EXPORT SPIKE:
~600% IN FEB (339K bpd)

1 “Triumph for all Venezuelans”,

T& Chevron “Lowering Political \ &
= Temperature”, -
“Judicial Rehabilitation as CULTIVATED

j . SocialControl® “MODERATE CENTER” IS\
(i PI’(l(‘)\EII?CN i AS/OIL (Linked to Labor/Monitoring) - The “Acceptable Face” =
REINTEGRATION ALLIANCES MORAL POWER RESET Enrique Mérquez
l s 7 RESIGNATIONS: eumy (Surprise Guest at Trump SOTU)
audi Aramco purchases Attorney General |
via Chevron ™ & Ombudsman 7~ 227 Government-aligned media
= = criticizes radical wing

= Hydrocarbons Law Reform: |
I Cohabitation Model aimed

End of State M ly,

Fo:‘eigon Caapi?al Attraction L= ACTING APPOINTMENTS: at “Sensible” transition
MG “Enroque” to facilitate without total purge

transition & gain legitimacy

[ ECONOMIC RE-OPENING: -

“INVASION OF INVESTORS”, #
FLIGHTS RESUME (TAP Portugal)

T #(_KEY GOVERNANCE & LEGISLATIVE FOCUS )®

= é — ENERGY SECURITY: Diversification beyond oil (Gas Focus)
= =/ o DIPLOMATIC ENGAGEMENT: “Diplomacy of Peace", engaging EU, new Vi
S = DOMESTIC STABILITY: “Cuadrantes de Paz" expansion, prox1mate policin
| INVESTMENT CLIMATE: Private sector demands IGTF elimination & structural change
Al & TECH POLICY: Statecraft tools, UN Fovernance monltonan
o LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP: Amnesty Law, Hydrocarbons Law Reform, Red Cross Law, Fines & Inspection Law 1

| STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & LONG-TERM IMPLICATIONS )| #

Accelerated Prisoner Releases, Permanent Moral Power “DE FACTO” ENERGY PROTECTORATE
Potential Wage Adjustments, Appointments as Litmus Test, of US, Irreversible Hydrocarbons
Continued Inflation Threat Energy Stabilization, Reforms, Technocratic Governance
2027 Electoral Roadmap Discussions replaces Bolivarian |deology

RECOMMENDATIONS: International shift to “Institutional Oversight”, Support “Moderate Center”,
Private Sector Focus on Energy/Infra/Logistics with Sanction-Proofing.
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VENEZUELA PIVOTS TOWARD A US-
MANAGED TRANSITION
FOLLOWING THE JANUARY 3
MILITARY INTERVENTION,
PRIORITIZING ENERGY
INTEGRATION AND JUDICIAL
AMNESTY OVER IMMEDIATE
ELECTIONS.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

Following the pivotal military intervention on
January 3, 2026, Venezuela is undergoing a
rapid and profound geopolitical and
institutional realignment. The acting
administration, led by Presidenta encargada
Delcy Rodriguez, has transitioned from a
stance of confrontation to one of strategic
partnership with the United States. This "new
moment" is characterized by the restoration
of high-volume energy exports, the
reintegration of US oil majors like Chevron
and Shell into national production, and a
rhetoric of '"friendship" between the
Rodriguez administration and US President
Donald Trump. Domestic stability is being
sought through a massive implementation of a
new Amnesty Law, which has already seen

thousands of ©political and lower-level

detainees released or cleared of charges in an
effort to lower the national "political
temperature."

The institutional landscape is being purged
and re-engineered to facilitate this transition.
The sudden resignations of the Attorney
General (Fiscal) and the Ombudsman
(Defensor del Pueblo) signal a "reset" of the
Moral Power, aimed at gaining international
and domestic legitimacy. Meanwhile, a
strategic shift is occurring within the
opposition; moderate figures like Enrique
Madarquez are being elevated as the acceptable
face of the "transition," while more radical
elements associated with Maria Corina
Machado are being sidelined or characterized
as ‘"extremist" obstacles to peace. The
economic narrative focuses heavily on the
"thaw," with the return of international flight
routes and a surge in oil exports to the US,
which have spiked nearly 600% in February
alone.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* US-Venezuela Energy Partnership and
Export Surge: Venezuela has reclaimed its
position as a top-tier energy supplier to the
US market. Weekly exports surged 592% in
late February, reaching 339,000 barrels per
day. Acting President Rodriguez held high-
level meetings with directives from Shell to
finalize alliances for gas and oil
exploitation, while Saudi Aramco has
reportedly begun purchasing Venezuelan
crude via Chevron.
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* Institutional Purge of the Moral Power:
In a coordinated move, Tarek William Saab
resigned as Attorney General and Alfredo
Ruiz resigned as Ombudsman. In a
controversial "enroque" (castling), Saab
was appointed Acting Ombudsman, while

Larry Devoe was named Acting Attorney
General, pending a new committee of

nominations.

Mass Implementation of the Amnesty
Law: The government is aggressively using
judicial clemency to stabilize the domestic
environment. As of late February, 7,461

amnesty requests have been received, with
1151 individual ] i lil | or

cleared of cautionary measures. This is
presented as a Ctriumph for all
Venezuelans" to close the cycle of
confrontation.

Re-alignment of the Political
Opposition: A new "center" is being
cultivated for the transition. Enrique
Mdarquez was a surprise guest at President
Trump’s State of the Union address in
Washington, signaling his status as a key
interlocutor. Concurrently, government-
aligned media and moderate analysts are
harply criticizing Mari rina Mach

for attempting to "boycott" the transition

process.

Economic Re-opening and Private
Sector Confidence: The business

community, led by chambers like
VenAmCham and Consecomercio, is
projecting an "invasion of investors" eager
to capitalize on high returns. Connectivity
is improving, with TAP Portugal resuming
direct flights between Lisbon and Caracas

starting in April.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security: The Rodriguez
administration is leveraging the Hydrocarbons
Law reform to attract foreign capital. Beyond
oil, there is a major focus on gas, with Shell's
participation seen as critical for reactivating
dormant wells. Analysts argue the state must
shift from an extractor to a manager of
diversified energy assets to ensure long-term
stability.

Diplomatic Engagement: The government
has adopted a "Diplomacy of Peace" to survive
the post-January 3rd landscape. This includes
appointing former opposition figures like
Oliver Blanco as Viceminister for Europe and
North America and engaging with European

Union business representatives to broaden
the base of support beyond the US.

Domestic Stability & Social Order:
Following the trauma of the January bombing,
the administration is focusing on '"citizen

protection." Interior Minister Diosdado
Cabello has expanded the "Cuadrantes de

Paz" (Peace Quadrants) program, particularly
in the Barlovento region, while emphasizing a
"proximate" policing model intended to build

trust among the youth.

Investment Climate: The private sector is
demanding structural changes to sustain the
current "thaw." Business leaders are calling
for the elimination of the IGTF (Large
Financial Transaction Tax) and a reduction in
the "fiscal pressure" on formal companies,
arguing that the current recovery is driven by

private consumption rather than systemic
reform.

Al & Technology Policy: While the focus is
primarily on oil, the government is looking at
technology as a tool for statecraft. This

includes using Al for educational monitoring
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and public policy data. Internationally, the
UN’s stance on Al governance is being

monitored as a potential model for "intelligent
policies."

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity is currently dominated by
emergency reforms designed to facilitate the
transition and reintegrate Venezuela into the
international legal and humanitarian
framework. The focus is on clearing judicial
backlogs and creating a more flexible

environment for foreign investment.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Ley de Amnistia (Amnesty Law): The
central legislative instrument for "national
reconciliation," providing a legal path for
the release of political and civil detainees
following the January 3rd events.

* Ley de Hidrocarburos (Hydrocarbons
Law Reform): Amendments intended to
end the state monopoly on oil production
and allow majority foreign ownership in
joint ventures, specifically targeting US and
Indian markets.

* Ley de la Cruz Roja (Red Cross Law): A
new legal framework to normalize relations
with the Red Cross and facilitate the flow of
humanitarian  aid and international
assistance.

* Ley de Fiscalizacion y Multas (Fines
and Inspection Law): Proposed reforms
to penalize judicial delays and ensure the
implementation of the Organic Code of
Criminal Procedure.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Committee on Moral Power
Nominations: The National Assembly has
activated the constitutional procedure to
select a new permanent Attorney General,
Ombudsman, and Comptroller.

* VenAmCham Economic Perspectives
2026: A major forum where 189 member

companies analyzed geopolitical drivers for

the coming year, focusing on the "tsunami"
of foreign interest.

* UCV Forum on Understanding and
Stabilization: Academics and politicians

debated the "revancha vs. paz" (revenge vs.

peace) dilemma, warning against radical
shifts that lack institutional backing.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The "Friendship" Narrative: A startling
thematic shift has occurred in state rhetoric.
The US, previously labeled the "empire" and
the "aggressor" following the January 3rd
bombing, is now referred to as a "friend and
partner" by Acting President Rodriguez. This
narrative serves two purposes: it justifies the
survival of the current governing elite by
framing their cooperation as '"patriotic
resistance" that saved the country from total
destruction, and it aligns the administration
with the Trump White House's transactional
foreign policy.

Sidelining the Radical Opposition: There is
a concerted effort across the political
spectrum to isolate Maria Corina Machado.
Moderate opposition members are being
integrated into the National Assembly and
X ivi viceministries, creating a
"cohabitation" model. Critics now describe the
radical wing as !secl in an h
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chamber," while figures like Enrique Marquez
are portrayed as the only viable bridge for
those seeking a "sensible" transition without a
total purge of the Chavista base.

Judicial Rehabilitation as Social Control:
The Amnesty Law is being deployed not just
as a humanitarian gesture, but as a
mechanism for social re-insertion. Proposals
are already surfacing to link amnesty with
labor opportunities, with local mayors like
Gustavo Duque coordinating with private
companies to hire those released. This
suggests a "managed" peace where the state
maintains oversight over the rehabilitated
population.

The End of the Oil Monopoly: The
ideological cornerstone of "oil sovereignty" is
being dismantled in real-time. The push for
reforming hydrocarbons legislation to allow
foreign control is no longer a matter of debate
but of survival. The government’s willingness
to allow Saudi Aramco to purchase its crude
through Chevron illustrates a new, pragmatic
era where Venezuela is integrating into the
global energy supply chain on US terms.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a
continued acceleration of prisoner releases
under the Amnesty Law as a condition for
further US sanctions relief. The "enroque" of
Tarek William Saab suggests that while the
names are changing, the inner circle remains
cautious about losing total control over the
judiciary. Public servants will likely see some
form of bonus or wage adjustment as the first
oil revenues begin to circulate, though
systemic inflation remains a threat.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The
permanent appointments for the "Poder
Moral" will be a litmus test for the transition;

if opposition-linked figures like Enrique Ochoa
Antich are appointed as Ombudsman, it would
signal a genuine move toward institutional
balance. Energy production will likely
stabilize at higher levels as Shell and Chevron
projects move from "planning" to
"operational." Discussions on a 2027 electoral
roadmap will begin in earnest, though the
government will resist any dates earlier than
necessary to ensure "stabilization."

Long Term (1-5 Years): Venezuela is likely
to become a "de facto" energy protectorate of
the United States. The structural changes to
the Hydrocarbons Law will make it difficult
for any future administration to re-nationalize
assets. The "Bolivarian" ideology will be
increasingly hollowed out, replaced by a
technocratic, energy-focused governance
model that prioritizes regional stability and
debt repayment over social revolution.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The international community should shift
focus from change" to
"institutional oversight," ensuring that the

Amnesty Law is applied transparently and

without political bias.

"regime

Diplomatic efforts should support the
"moderate center" (e.g., the Centrados
party) to prevent a collapse of the

transition back into radical polarization.

Regional neighbors like Colombia and
Ecuador must negotiate new trade and
security protocols to handle the economic
"thaw" and the risk of continued informal
"contraband" during the transition.
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For Private Sector/Investors:

 Significant opportunities exist in the energy
rvi infrastr r n
telecommunications sectors as the country
seeks to modernize after years of neglect.

Regulatory risks remain high; investors
should prioritize projects that are sanction-

proofed via US licenses and maintain local

community engagement to  mitigate
potential civil unrest during wage
adjustments.

* The "Logistics and Connectivity" sector
(airlines, freight) is a high-growth area as

international routes reopen and expatriate

capital begins to return to the domestic
market.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
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