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SERBIAN GOVERNANCE FACING
SUSTAINED INSTITUTIONAL
EROSION AMID JUDICIAL OPEN
REVOLT, RURAL UNREST, AND
CAPITAL CITY FISCAL VOLATILITY

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The reporting from February 27, 2026, depicts
a Serbian state grappling with a deep-seated
crisis of institutional integrity and public
trust. The primary narrative arc involves an
unprecedented public fracture within the
legal and security apparatus. In a rare public
statement, the Republic's High Prosecutor,
Zagorka Dolovac, confirmed allegations that
the Security Intelligence Agency (BIA) had
attempted to interfere in prosecutorial
elections by "briefing" officials in Kragujevac.
This admission coincides with widespread
judicial protests against proposed legislative
changes—dubbed "Mrdi¢'s laws"—which legal
experts and high-court judges argue will
complete the political capture of the judiciary.

This internal state friction is further
exacerbated by investigative reports
suggesting high-level police corruption,

specifically allegations that a former UKP
chief  attempted to manipulate the

investigation into a death in police custody
during the high-profile Danka Ili¢ murder
case.

Domestic stability is further strained by the
17th consecutive day of farmer blockades
across regional
movement has transitioned from economic
grievance to active resistance, with protesters
now refusing to negotiate with the Ministry of
Agriculture and demanding
intervention from Prime Minister Duro Macut.
Tensions turned violent in Bresnica, where a
motorist injured a protester while attempting
to break a blockade, leading to a 24-hour total
shutdown of the intersection. Simultaneously,
the Belgrade City Assembly passed a budget
rebalance just two months after the 2026
budget was adopted, a move the opposition
characterizes as a formal admission of
insolvency driven by opaque infrastructure
projects like Expo 2027 and controversial
aesthetic "monuments" of questionable utility.

transit  arteries. The

direct

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Judicial Independence and the "BIA
Incident"

» Zagorka Dolovac, typically known for her
public silence, confirmed that the BIA
called prosecutors to ‘"briefings" to
influence voting for the High Prosecutorial
Council.

* Judge Miodrag Maji¢ warned that the
Serbian judiciary is at a "turning point,"
where the failure to resist current
legislative pressures would lead to absolute

political capture of all court appointments.

* Legal experts highlighted the "Mrdi¢ laws"
as a mechanism to bypass institutional

safeguards, leading to a "March for Justice"

involving a coalition of judges, prosecutors,
and lawyers.
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Belgrade Fiscal Crisis and Infrastructure
Controversy

* The Belgrade City Assembly approved a
budget rebalance increasing the deficit to
nearly 10 billion dinars, citing the need to
pay 4.6 billion dinars for court cases dating
back to 2004.

* Opposition groups (Kreni-Promeni) walked
out of the assembly, accusing Mayor
Aleksandar Sapi¢ of wasting funds on
"temu-style" clocks and tourist balloons
while basic infrastructure, such as the
Borca sewage system, remains unfinished.

* Concerns were raised over the debt of
municipal enterprises, which reportedly
owe 25 Dbillion dinars to suppliers,
prompting the IMF to demand an external
audit.

Escalation of Rural and Civil Unrest

e Farmers across Serbia expanded their
blockades, with police arresting strike
leaders like Predrag Veljkovi¢ for
"informative talks" following a scuffle at a
coordination meeting.

* A 61-year-old farmer was severely injured
in Bresnica when a van driver attempted to
force a passage through a blockade,
triggering calls for intensified
radicalization of the protests.

* Students in Belgrade announced a protest
at Park UScée to oppose the construction of
an aquarium and the installation of tourist
balloons linked to Expo 2027.

International Criminal Proceedings and
Regional Security

* In the Hague, a new trial commenced
against Hashim Thaci and four associates
for witness tampering and obstruction of
justice related to the initial war crimes
case.

* In Montenegro, special police units raided
the property of Aco bukanovi¢, the brother
of the former president, as part of an
ongoing high-level corruption probe.

* Mexico experienced a surge in
"narcoterrorism" following the killing of
cartel leader Nemesio Oseguera Cervantes
("El Mencho"), raising fears about the
country's suitability to host the World Cup.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Corruption & Governance The Belgrade
administration is under heavy fire for its
handling of municipal funds. Opposition
members claim the rebalan f th is
a "confession of financial collapse," pointing
to 600 million dinars spent on software
transitions while the city remains in debt. The
rivatization of li ransport (GSP) is
identified as a primary driver of the fiscal
hole, with private contractors allegedly being
overpaid relative to market rates.

Rule of Law Institutional cannibalism is
evident as the prosecutor’s office and police
departments trade Reports
indicate the NiS prosecution requested the
arrest of the Mayor of Bor, but the Criminal
Police Directorate (UKP) failed to execute the
order, suggesting a total breakdown in the
chain of command between the judiciary and
law enforcement.

accusations.

Digital Totalitarianism & AI Policy
Discussions on the relationship between Al
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and democracy focused on the risk of "digital

totalitarism," where opaque algorithms and
"black boxes" centralize decision-making
power. Analysts warned that without
"transparent boxes," Al could be misused for
manipulation rather than serving as a tool for
anti-corruption or efficiency.

Geopolitical Power Dynamics The status of
the Serbian Progressive Party (SNS) within
the European People's Party (EPP) remains
under scrutiny. Following the CDU congress in
Germany, reports suggest a decision on the
SNS's membership status is expected by June
2026, with critics citing "two-faced" policies
and repression of student protests as grounds
for expulsion.

Energy Security The Jadar lithium project

involving Rio Tinto is described as "frozen" or
"dead" by some European officials, who cite
the unreliable legal framework in Serbia as
the primary obstacle to the strategic
investment, despite German interest in
securing raw materials for its auto industry.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity on February 27 focused on
judicial restructuring and the urgent
reallocation of capital city funds, accompanied
by intense debate over electoral integrity and
municipal service provision.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

e The "Mrdi¢ Laws": Proposed amendments
to judicial statutes that critics claim will
allow the executive branch to veto judicial
and prosecutorial appointments through a

"political sieve."

* Belgrade Budget Rebalance 2026:
Legislation passed to adjust the city's fiscal
projections upward by 3.3 billion RSD,
primarily to cover a 4.6 billion RSD legal
judgment from a 2004 land use case.

* Proposed Trolejbus Acquisition: An
opposition-backed initiative to amend the
city's capital investment plan to purchase

50 new trolleybuses to revitalize the city's
aging fleet.

* Apoteka Beograd Funding: A failed
proposal by the Green-Left Front to
allocate emergency funds to cover ten
months of unpaid salaries for pharmacists
in the municipal pharmacy chain.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* High Prosecutorial Council Emergency

Session: A hearing where prosecutor
Miodrag Surla formally alleged BIA
interference during elections for the
council's members.

* Belgrade City Assembly Press
Conference: Opposition parties declared
the city's "financial slom" (collapse) and
called for Mayor Sapié's resignation.

* Congressional Testimony (Jeftrey
Epstein Case): Former U.S. Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton testified for 6.5 hours
before a House oversight committee, with
former President Bill Clinton scheduled to
appear the following day.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

Institutional Cannibalism A primary theme
of the day is the "rat with the law" (war with
the law) currently being waged between
different branches of the Serbian state. The
refusal of poli follow pr
in Bor and the BIA's alleged intimidation of

rial order
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prosecutors in Kragujevac signal a breakdown
in the state's capacity to function as a
cohesive entity. When the prosecutor's office
and the security services enter into open

conflict, the "Rule of Law" is replaced by a
power struggle between rival factions within
the executive and administrative structures.

The "Expo 2027" Mirage vs. Municipal
Decay The transcripts highlight a growing
disconnect between the government’s grand
vision for Expo 2027 and the deteriorating
reality of public services. While the city

allocates  millions to tourist balloons,
panoramic clocks, and ‘"light towers,"

pharmacists are unpaid and public transport
is being cannibalized by over-priced private
contracts. This "monumentalism" serves as a
narrative for the central government but is
increasingly viewed by the local population
and the IMF as a financial risk to the
country’s overall economic stability.

The Radicalization of the "Middle
Ground" The farmer protests represent a
critical trend where a  traditionally
conservative, rural base has moved toward
radical opposition. The police's use of
"informative  talks" (detentions) against
farmers and the physical violence on
blockades suggests the state has exhausted its
diplomatic options. The refusal to speak to the
Agriculture Minister indicates that the crisis
has bypassed sectoral management and is
now a direct challenge to the Prime Minister’s
authority.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks) Expect an
intensification of the farmer blockades as the
spring planting season approaches, with
"total" shutdowns of major highways likely if
the Prime Minister refuses to meet. In

Belgrade, the "trojan bridge" protests and

student movements are likely to merge,
creating a  sustained urban  protest
atmosphere. The BIA interference scandal
may lead to further rare public splits within
the prosecutorial corps.

Medium Term (1-6 Months) The European
People's Party decision in June 2026 regarding
the SNS will be a major indicator of Serbia's
future alignment with European norms. If the
IMF's external audit of Belgrade's municipal
enterprises returns a negative opinion, the
city may face a credit freeze, potentially
halting all non-Expo related infrastructure
projects. Local elections on March 29 across
several municipalities will serve as a
bellwether for the T"united opposition"
strategy.

Long Term (1-5 Years) If the "Mrdi¢ laws"
are implemented, the Serbian judiciary will
likely lose the final vestiges of its
independence, leading to a structural
stagnation of the legal system where cases
involving the  political elite become
permanently "dormant." The Expo 2027 debt
profile could result in a multi-year fiscal
hangover for the Serbian national budget,
especially if projected tourism revenues fail to
materialize.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Monitor the High Prosecutorial Council

situation closely; the involvement of
security agencies in judicial elections
suggests a shift from democratic regression
to active digital/security-state totalitarism.
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e European partners should condition

continued infrastructure support on the
transparency of the 2027 Expo budget and

the restoration of prosecutorial
independence.

* Support in nden investigativ
journalism as the state’s internal

mechanisms for accountability (UKP/SUK)
appear compromised by
interference.

executive

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Assess munici
Belgrade; the reported 25 billion RSD debt
to suppliers suggests significant liquidity
issues within city-owned enterprises.

* Anticipate continued supply chain

disruptions along major transit routes
(Kragujevac, Cacak, Topola) as farmer
blockades transition into more permanent
fixtures.

* Exercise extreme caution in mining and
raw_material sectors (lithium); the current
legal environment is characterized as
"unreliable and by major
European stakeholders.

insecure"

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching

trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

rchive.or ils/tv.
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