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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 27, 2026, marked a strategic pivot

for the Sudanese transitional government as it

intensified  efforts  to  secure  international

legitimacy and domestic stability. The primary

diplomatic  development  centered  on  Prime

Minister  Kamil  Idris’s  high-level  talks  in

Cairo,  where  the  Egyptian  presidency

explicitly  reaffirmed  its  support  for  the

legitimacy of  the  Sudanese  Armed  Forces

(SAF)  and  the  Sovereignty  Council.  This

alignment  with  Egypt  serves  as  a  critical

counterweight  to  regional  pressures  and

provides  a  vital  diplomatic  anchor  for  the

government  as  it  navigates  the  ongoing

conflict with the Rapid Support Forces (RSF),

referred  to  in  state  media  as  the  "terrorist

militia."

Simultaneously,  the  government  launched  a

robust  legal  and  rhetorical  offensive  on  the

international stage. In Geneva, the Minister of

Justice  formally  rejected  a  United  Nations

Human  Rights  Council  (HRC)  report,

denouncing any attempt to place the national

army on equal footing with the rebel militia.

This  pushback  included  direct  and

unprecedented accusations against the United

Arab Emirates (Abu Dhabi) for its alleged role

in  violating  the  Darfur  arms  embargo.

Domestically,  the  state  is  projecting  a

narrative  of  recovery  and  resilience,

evidenced by the "Made in Sudan" exhibition

in Khartoum and the successful management

of  agricultural  seasons  in  states  like  North

Kordofan,  despite  the  proximity  of  active

combat zones.

Governance  and  internal  security  remain

tightened  under  emergency  frameworks.  In

Khartoum,  the  state  security  committee

implemented  a  ban  on  group  Iftars during

Ramadan,  citing  security  risks  and  the

potential  for  "hostile  cells"  to  exploit  public

gatherings.  This  was  coupled  with  a

significant  "qualitative"  crackdown on illegal

immigration, signaling a move toward stricter

population  control  and  urban  securitization.

While  the  government  highlights  military

gains  and  the  "retreat"  of  the  RSF,  the

underlying focus of the day’s broadcasts was

on  the  "State  of  Hope"  plan—a  strategic

initiative  aimed  at  digital  transformation,

economic  recovery,  and  the  restoration  of

judicial functions in liberated areas.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Egyptian  Diplomatic  Anchor: Prime

Minister Kamil Idris conducted official talks

with  Egyptian  President  Sisi  and  PM

Madbouly,  securing  commitments  to

protect  Sudan’s  national  institutions and

territorial  integrity.  This  visit  emphasizes

Cairo's role as the primary regional backer

of the SAF-led government against external

interference.
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Rejection of International Equivalence:

At the UN in Geneva, Sudan’s Minister of

Justice  delivered  a  sharp  critique  of  the

for  (High  Commissioner) السامي�����  السامي����� 

Human  Rights,  arguing  that  treating  a

sovereign  state  army and  a  "terrorist

group"  as  equal  parties  is  a  violation  of

international law and the Geneva Protocols.

Direct Accusation Against the UAE: The

Sudanese government used its platform at

the UN to  explicitly  accuse Abu Dhabi of

fueling the war by supplying weapons and

mercenaries  to  the  RSF,  demanding  the

international  community  hold  the  UAE

accountable  for  violating the Darfur  arms

embargo.

Khartoum  Security  Crackdown:

Governor  Ahmed  Osman  Hamza  enforced

emergency  laws  to  prohibit  collective

Ramadan meals and oversaw the arrest of

521  foreign  nationals  in  a  single  day,

framing these actions as necessary for civil

defense and the "cleansing" of the capital.

Economic  Resilience  Initiatives: The

opening of the "Made in Sudan" exhibition

at  the Khartoum International  Fair  serves

as  a  propaganda  and  economic  tool  to

demonstrate the recovery of local industry

and  the  return  of  normal  commercial

activity to the capital.

Agricultural  and  Livestock

Mobilization: Reports  from  Sinnar  and

North Kordofan emphasize the expansion of

livestock exports and the success of the red

sesame  and  hibiscus  harvests  in  Um

Rawaba,  positioning  these  sectors  as  the

backbone of the state's financial survival.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Diplomatic  Engagement  and

International Relations: The government is

prioritizing  "bloc  politics"  by  strengthening

ties with Egypt while simultaneously attacking

the  UAE.  PM  Idris’s  visit  to  Cairo  included

discussions  on  joint  economic  projects,

particularly  in  energy  and  clean  transport,

indicating a long-term strategic alignment. In

Geneva, the state’s strategy is "legal warfare"

(lawfare),  utilizing  the  UN  platform  to

document  civilian  casualties (over  30,000

dead) and attribute them solely to the RSF to

delegitimize  any future  political  role  for  the

militia.

Domestic  Stability  and  Social  Order:

Maintaining  control  during  Ramadan  is  a

primary  concern.  The  ban  on  Iftars is  a

controversial  but  significant  measure  to

prevent  the  RSF  from  targeting  large

gatherings  or  using  them  for  recruitment/

intelligence.  The  state  is  also  using  sports,

such as the Martyrs of Karama tournament, to

foster  a  sense  of  national  unity  and  "civil

support"  for  the  armed  forces  among  the

youth.

Rule of Law and Transitional Justice: The

judiciary  is  grappling  with  the  collapse  of

infrastructure and the loss of property records

due to the destruction of courts. Legal experts

are debating "Transitional Justice" models to

handle  war  crimes  and  property  disputes

(specifically  rental  defaults  during  the  war)

once stability returns. There is also a push to

establish judicial  attaches in embassies (like

Cairo) to facilitate litigation for the millions of

Sudanese refugees abroad.

Economic Security and Food Supply: The

"State  of  Hope"  plan  focuses  on  restoring

economic productivity through the "Made in

Sudan"  campaign.  Regional  reports  from

Northern  State  and  Sinnar  show  a  push

toward livestock export centers and the use of

the  King  Salman  Relief  Center  for  food

security  in  besieged  areas  like  Kadugli,
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highlighting a reliance on Saudi humanitarian

aid to maintain social stability.

Biosurveillance  and  Public  Health: A

significant  outbreak  of  Dengue  fever in

Merowe  (Northern  State)  has  triggered  an

emergency response. The local government is

conducting  house-to-house  inspections  and

vector  control  measures,  indicating  that

despite  the  war,  state  health  capacity  in

northern  regions  remains  functional  but

strained.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity is currently dominated by

the  "State  of  Hope"  executive  plan  and

emergency decrees issued by state governors

rather than a seated parliament.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Emergency  Law  of  2026  (Khartoum):

Invoked to  prohibit  public  gatherings and

regulate foreign residency. It allows for the

immediate  arrest  and  deportation  of

individuals without valid documentation.

Transitional  Justice  Framework: A

proposed  legal  framework  discussed by

senior  judges  to  address  the  "gross

violations"  of  human  rights  and  property

disputes  arising  from the  conflict,  aiming

for  community  reconciliation and criminal

accountability.

Government  of  Hope  Plan  2026: A

national  strategic  plan  aimed  at  digital

transformation,  administrative  governance

(Hokama),  and  cybersecurity  as  the  basis

for the post-war state.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Ministry  of  Justice  Geneva Address: A

formal defense of the state's actions before

the  HRC,  detailing  134,184  criminal

complaints filed against the RSF.

Joint  Sudanese-Egyptian  Press

Conference: PM Idris  and  PM Madbouly

articulated  "red  lines" regarding  Sudan’s

sovereignty  and  the  rejection  of  foreign-

imposed solutions.

Khartoum  Security  Committee

Briefing: Governor  Hamza's  report  on

decreasing crime rates due to the removal

of unlicensed vehicles and the "Sirene" task

force.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Narrative  of  "Militia  Defeat": A

recurring theme across all  broadcasts is  the

psychological  operations  against  the  RSF.

State media is heavily analyzing a speech by

RSF  leader  Hemedti,  interpreting  it  as  an

admission of defeat in Khartoum. The media

characterizes  the  RSF’s  previous

"repositioning" claims as a "narcotic needle"

for  their  followers.  This  trend  suggests  a

concerted effort to demoralize the RSF rank-

and-file  and  project  an  image  of  SAF's

"inevitable victory."

External Interference as the Primary War

Driver: The  government  has  shifted  from

vague complaints to naming and shaming the

UAE on  international  stages.  This  suggests

the  SAF-led  government  feels  sufficiently

secure  in  its  military  position  and  Egyptian

support to risk a complete diplomatic rupture

with  Abu  Dhabi.  The  narrative  identifies

foreign support (weapons and mercenaries) as

the only reason the RSF remains viable.
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Securitization  of  the  Ramadan  Season:

Ramadan is being utilized as both a tool for

spiritual  mobilization  and  a  period  of

heightened security. The restriction on Iftars

highlights  a  deep-seated  fear  of  fifth-

columnists  and  asymmetric  attacks  in  the

capital. Conversely, the distribution of "White

Hands"  convoys and  aid  from  the  SAVA

organization demonstrates the state’s attempt

to  use  Ramadan  charity  to  maintain  the

loyalty of the " متعف�����" (dignified poor) and the

civil service.

Agricultural  Independence  as  Strategic

Defense: The  focus  on  Um  Rawaba  (North

Kordofan) as a hub for sesame and gum arabic

highlights the importance of the "agricultural

corridor"  to  the  state's  foreign  currency

reserves. By framing the harvest as an act of

"steadfastness" (Somoud),  the government is

linking  economic  output  directly  to  the  war

effort.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect  a

continuation  of  the  crackdown  on  foreign

nationals in  Khartoum  and  other  SAF-

controlled  cities  as  part  of  an  intensified

counter-intelligence  push.  The  Dengue  fever

outbreak in Merowe could expand if seasonal

rains  or  poor  sanitation  persist,  potentially

requiring a  redirection of  medical  resources

from the front lines.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The "State of

Hope" plan will likely lead to a centralization

of digital records as the government attempts

to  rebuild  its  administrative  capacity  from

Port Sudan or Omdurman. If the alliance with

Egypt  results  in  the  promised  joint  energy

projects,  it  could  significantly  stabilize  the

electricity  grid  in  liberated  areas,  boosting

local manufacturing.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): The  current

"lawfare"  strategy  at  the  UN  is  laying  the

groundwork for Transitional Justice trials that

will  likely  exclude  the  RSF  leadership  from

any future political settlement. The rejection

of  the  ICC  in  favor  of  national  judicial

mechanisms suggests a future Sudanese state

that is highly protective of its sovereign legal

jurisdiction  and  resistant  to  Western-led

international criminal intervention.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

The  international  community  must

recognize  the  deepening  SAF-Egypt  axis;

diplomatic  efforts  to  resolve  the  conflict

that  ignore  Cairo's  "red  lines"  regarding

Sudanese legitimacy are likely to fail.

The  explicit  naming  of  the  UAE as  a

belligerent  supporter  necessitates  a

reassessment  of  regional  mediation  roles;

Abu  Dhabi  can  no  longer  be  viewed  by

Khartoum as a neutral mediator.

Humanitarian  aid  should  be  channeled

through  local  organizations  like  SAVA or

the  King  Salman  Center,  which  are

currently  the  primary  facilitators  of  food

security in conflict-adjacent zones.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Opportunities  exist  in  the  livestock  and

agricultural  export sectors  in  Sinnar  and

North  Kordofan,  provided  logistics  can

bypass  active  combat  zones  through

Northern State and Egypt.
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Companies  involved  in  clean  energy  and

digital  governance may  find  a  receptive

market as the "State of Hope" plan seeks to

modernize  the  country's  damaged

infrastructure.

Real  estate  and  rental  markets  remain

high-risk; legal uncertainty regarding war-

time leases and the destruction of property

records  will  complicate  commercial

contracts for years.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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