TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS

BBCNEWS

FEBRUARY 28, 2026

T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

THE MIDDLE EAST ENTERS ALL-OUT WAR:
US-ISRAELI STRIKES & GLOBAL FALLOUT (FEB 28, 2026)

{ DAY-AT-A-GLANCE |

US Bases Dubai —£<
(Bahrain, Qatar)\ Hot:II
L,'

Kuwalt Alrport

OPERATION EPIC FURY: 200+ Jets 500+ Sltes IRANIAN RETALIATION: Massive barrage on
US/Allies & Civilian Infrastructure. Strait of Hormuz

Regime Targets. Trump claims preemption.
Netanyahu & Trump report Khamenei dead (disputed) Blockade (20% Oil, 30% LNG threat). UNSC Splintered

—[ MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS & KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS ]—

REGIONAL ESCALATION | [ Al & TECHNOLOGY | DOMESTIC &
& ECONOMIC SABOTAGE POLICY FRONT SECONDARY CONFLICTS
. " o
-l A\ @ o
{ ™ Yo N
Sy Iran—GCC 1? Anthropic § OpenAl
\ \ US CONSTITUTIONAL CRISIS:

Congress questions war legality.
War Powers vote looms.

T/

KL\STED/ EFENSE COMPAC

n‘é{&&?\ GUARDRAILS guss\FlED PROJECTS
|—> m J

Anthropic refused mass

US/Israel adopt ‘Maximum
surveillance; deemed supply

Disruption'. Iran targets GCC

allies (UAE, Qatar) to pressure | |chain risk. OpenAl partners with .
hosts. Global flights rerouted, Dept. of War. State mandates OPEN WAR /
energy markets threatened. challenge tech ethics. Cross-border strikes
J

‘—{ DEEP DIVE: TRENDS, THEMES, & STRATEGIC FORESIGHT ]—‘

,,\lt"“*'

I

v
END OF STRATEGIC GCC TECH ETHICS VS.
PATIENCE FRAGMENTATION STATE MANDATES
STRATEGIC FORESIGHT
SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS): | | MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS): LONG TERM (1-5 YEARS):
Redrawn Middle East map

Sustained missile barrages, Energy market volatility,

proxy activation, IRGC potential long-term US
succession clarity, US War stability op,
Powers showdown. Anthropic legal challenge.
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POLICY IMPLICATIONS: PRIVATE SECTOR RISKS:
Diversify supply chains (energy/transit);

New crisis communication needed;
Prepare for tech compliance/intervention;

bolster ally air defenses;
UN paralysis requires alternatives. Expect sustained aviation costs.

(Democratic Iran vs.
Fragmentation), US-Israel
alliance cemented or isolated.
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THE MIDDLE EAST ENTERS ALL-
OUT WAR FOLLOWING US-ISRAELI
DECAPITATION STRIKES AGAINST

THE IRANIAN REGIME

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 28, 2026, marked a seismic shift in
global security as the United States and Israel
launched "Operation Epic Fury," a massive,
joint military offensive aimed at toppling the
Iranian government and destroying its nuclear
and Dballistic missile infrastructure. The
operation, which involved over 200 warplanes
and carrier strike groups from the air and sea,
targeted approximately 500 sites across Iran,
including command-and-control centers, air
defenses, and the leadership compounds in
Tehran. President Trump characterized the
offensive as a preemptive strike necessitated
by an imminent threat to the American
homeland, though critics and international
observers noted a lack of specific evidence for
such a threat. By the end of the day, President
Trump announced via social media that Iran's
Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, is
dead, a claim corroborated by Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu but initially
denied by Iranian state media.

The regional fallout was immediate and
widespread. Iran responded with a massive
barrage of missiles and drones targeting US
military assets and allies across the Gulf.
Significant strikes were reported at the US
Naval base in Bahrain and near the Al-Udaid
airbase in Qatar. In a notable escalation from
previous conflicts, civilian infrastructure was
also hit, including a luxury hotel in Dubai and
the international airport in Kuwait. Iran’s
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC)
declared the closure of the Strait of Hormuz,
threatening 20% of the world’s daily oil supply
and 30% of its liquefied natural gas. The
United Nations Security Council convened an
emergency session as the international
community splintered; Russia and China
denounced the aggression as illegal, while the
UK and France condemned Iranian retaliation
but maintained they were not participants in
the initial strikes.

Parallel to the kinetic conflict, a significant
domestic battle emerged over the control of
military technology. The Trump administration
blacklisted the AI firm Anthropic after it
refused to lift guardrails preventing its
technology from being used for mass domestic
surveillance and autonomous lethal weapons.
This move was contrasted by a new
partnership with OpenAl, which agreed to
deploy its models for classified defense
projects. Domestically, the US faced a
burgeoning constitutional crisis as lawmakers
from both parties questioned the legality of
launching a major war without congressional
authorization. Meanwhile, in South Asia,
Pakistan and Afghanistan escalated to "open
" following cross-border strikes, further
stretching global diplomatic and military
attention.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Operation Epic Fury and the Decapitation
of the Islamic Republic

The US and Israel launched a multi-day
operation involving 200 fighter jets
targeting over 500 locations, including the
presidential palace and the Supreme
Leader’s compound.

President Trump and Prime Minister
Netanyahu reported the death of Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei, signaling a potential end to
his 37-year reign, although Iranian media
broadcast conflicting claims regarding his

status.

Reports from inside Iran indicate heavy
civilian casualties, including a strike on a
school in Minab that allegedly Kkilled
between 53 and 150 people.

The US military buildup in the region is the
largest since the 2003 invasion of Iraq, with
two aircraft carrier strike groups (Gerald

Ford and Abraham Lincoln) actively
engaged in the theater.

Regional Retaliation and Economic
Sabotage

Iran launched waves of missiles and drones
against GCC countries, hitting the Fairmont
Palm Hotel in Dubai and wounding workers
at Kuwait International Airport.

The IRGC claimed to have struck 14 US
bases in the region, with confirmed impacts

on the US Fifth Fleet headquarters in
Bahrain.

The closure of the Strait of Hormuz by Iran
has disrupted global shipping, leading to
the suspension of most commercial flights
to and from the Middle East by carriers
including British Airways and Emirates.

The Anthropic Blacklist and the OpenAl
Defense Compact

Escalation of

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth designated
Anthropic a supply chain risk after the
company refused to remove ethical
guardrails on mass surveillance and
autonomous weapons.

OpenAl CEO Sam Altman announced a deal
with the "Department of War" to integrate
its models into defense projects, effectively
positioning OpenAl as the primary US
military Al partner.

The move against Anthropic includes a ban
on all government contractors conducting

commercial activity with the firm, a

decision likely to be challenged in court.

the Afghan-Pakistan

Conflict

The

Pakistan’s Defense Minister declared "open
war" following Pakistani air strikes on
Kabul and Taliban retaliatory strikes on
Pakistani border posts.

Both nations claim to have killed dozens of
opposing soldiers, while civilian casualties

continue to mount on both sides of the
border.

The US State Department recognized
Pakistan’s right to defend itself, signaling a
lack of appetite for US mediation in the
conflict.

Clinton-Epstein Congressional

Testimony

Former President Bill Clinton testified for
six hours before the House Oversight
Committee, becoming the first ex-president
to be legally compelled to testify before
Congress.
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* Clinton denied all knowledge of Jeffrey

Epstein’s crimes, while Democrats signaled
intent to use this precedent to summon
Donald Trump for similar testimony.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

AI and Technology Policy

e The administration’s aggressive stance
against Anthropic represents a new era of
technological conscription, where the state
demands total access to private sector
innovation for national security purposes.

* The shift in nomenclature from the
Department of Defense to the Department
of War under Secretary Hegseth reflects a
broader militarization of federal policy.

Energy and Economic Security

* The blockade of the Strait of Hormuz is an

existential economic threat, specifically
targeting Asian energy markets (China,
India, Japan) to pressure the global
community into halting the US-Israeli
offensive.

* Global airline flight patterns have been
rerouted, adding significant costs and time
to international trade and travel.

Elite Politics and Leadership Dynamics

e The reported death of Khamenei creates a
massive power vacuum in Iran. Analysts
are monitoring the Assembly of Experts for
signs of a hardline or pragmatic successor.

* In the US, the "Gang of Eight" was briefed,
but rank-and-file lawmakers are mobilizing
to reclaim war-making powers from the
executive branch.

Legal Warfare (Lawfare) and

International Relations

» The UN Secretary General has condemned
the strikes as a violation of Article 2 of the
UN Charter, while the US maintains that its
actions are lawful preemption.

* Russia has accused the US of a "betrayal of
diplomacy," noting that strikes were
launched just as technical talks were
scheduled to resume in Vienna.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The legislative landscape is dominated by a
looming confrontation between the White
House and Congress over the War Powers
Resolution. Lawmakers are demanding
classified briefings and a formal vote to
authorize or limit the ongoing combat
operations in Iran. Concurrently, regulatory
bodies are under pressure to review massive
corporate mergers amidst the chaos of war.

* War Powers Resolution: Representative
Ro Khanna and Senator Tammy Duckworth
are leading efforts to force a vote on
Monday to limit the president's ability to
continue the Iran campaign without explicit
congressional approval.

* Anti-Trust Scrutiny of Paramount-
Skydance Merger: California’s Attorney
General and Senator Elizabeth Warren have
signaled opposition to the merger of
Paramount and Warner Bros Discovery,
citing concerns over corporate
consolidation and the influence of Trump-
aligned billionaires.
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HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* House Oversight Committee on
Epstein: Following the depositions of Bill
and Hillary Clinton, the committee is
scheduling testimony for Bill Gates and
representatives of the Epstein estate.

* UN Security Council Emergency
Meeting: A highly contentious session in
New York where US Ambassador Mike
Waltz defended "Operation Epic Fury" as an
act of "moral clarity," while Russia and
China called for an immediate cessation of
hostilities.

* UK Cobra Meeting: Prime Minister
Starmer chaired an emergency session,

announcing defensive RAF operations to

protect UK interests and allies in the region
while distancing the UK from the offensive
strikes.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The End of "Strategic Patience"

The simultaneous strikes by the US and Israel
signal a total abandonment of the policy of
containment regarding Iran. By targeting the
Supreme ILeader directly, the coalition has
moved from a strategy of "maximum pressure"
to one of "maximum disruption." This shift
assumes that the Iranian regime is currently
at its weakest point following internal unrest
and that a decapitation strike will trigger a
popular uprising. However, this relies on the

unpredictable agency of an unarmed and

recently suppressed Iranian population.

The Fragmentation of the GCC

Iran’s decision to strike its Arab neighbors
marks a departure from previous "calibrated"

responses. By hitting civilian areas in the UAE

and Qatar, Tehran is attempting to make the
cost of hosting US bases unbearable for Gulf
monarchs. This has created a dilemma for
states like Saudi Arabia and the UAE, which
must now choose between maintaining
neutrality or lifting restrictions on US
operations from their soil to ensure their own
protection.

Tech Ethics vs. State Mandates

The Anthropic-Pentagon dispute highlights a
growing rift between Silicon Valley's ethical
frameworks and the administration’s
"America First" security requirements. The

ion of an Al as a "supply
chain risk" for maintaining ethical guardrails
sets a precedent that may force other tech
giants to choose between global ethical
standards and the right to do business in the
US. The "Department of War" is clearly
prioritizing unfettered access over corporate

autonomy.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect sustained
Iranian missile barrages and the activation of
proxy networks (Hezbollah, Houthis) to target
US naval assets. Inside Iran, the clarity of the
succession process will determine if the IRGC
remains unified or if internal fissures lead to
civil conflict. In the US, a constitutional
showdown over the War Powers Act will reach
a fever pitch by Tuesday.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Global energy
markets will face extreme volatility if the

rai f Hormuz
Khamenei’s death is confirmed and no clear
successor emerges, "Operation Epic Fury"
may transition into a long-term “stability
operation," potentially requiring the boots on
the ground that President Trump has so far
explicitly ruled out. The Anthropic legal

remain 1 . If
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challenge will become a landmark case for the
"Defense Production Act" in the Al age.

Long Term (1-5 Years): A permanent
collapse of the 1979 Iranian order would lead
to a ] redrawing of the Mi

This could result in a pro-Western democratic
Iran or, conversely, a fragmented "Greater
Syria" scenario characterized by competing
militias and warlords. The US-Israel alliance
will either be cemented as the region's sole
arbiter or isolated as regional powers seek
alternative security arrangements with China.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The total failure of diplomacy via Omani
mediation necessitates a new framework
for crisis communication that does not rely
on traditional technical tracks, which are
now viewed by adversaries as a "cover for

war.

* Regional allies must bolster independent
air defenses as the US-provided Patriot and

THAAD systems face depletion against
sustained Iranian "saturation" tactics.

* The UN Security Council must find an
alternative to the current paralysis, as veto-

wielding members are now direct or
indirect participants in an active conflict.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Diversification: Companies
reliant on Middle Eastern energy or transit

must i liatel . . .

for a prolonged closure of the Persian Gulf.

* Tech Compliance Risks: Al developers
should prepare for increased federal
intervention and potential "supply chain
risk" designations if they maintain "red
lines" that conflict with Department of War
objectives.

* Aviation Disruption: The total closure of
Middle Eastern airspace will have a multi-
billion dollar impact on the global cargo
and logistics sector; firms should expect
sustained higher costs for Euro-Asian

routes.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
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otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

hi Jotails/ty.
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