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JOINT US-ISRAELI “OPERATION EPIC FURY":

DECISIVE REGIME CHANGE STRIKE IN IRAN TRIGGERS REGIONAL WARS & GLOBAL ECONOMIC VOLATILITY

FEBRUARY 28, 2026 | A WATERSHED MOMENT: SHIFT FROM CONTAINMENT TO FORCED TRANSITION
THE CATALYST: OPERATION EPIC FURY & LEADERSHIP STRIKE

SUPREME LEADER KHAMENEI:
STATUS DISPUTED
(WEST CLAIMS DEATH, TEHRAN DENIES)

Massive aerial campaign to degrade state capacity. Goal: “Prevent wicked dictatorship”.
Conflict reports persist amidst internet blackout.

STRAIT OF HORMUZ: CLOSED
A\ 20% of world's crude supply threatened.
\ Energy markets in shock.

US 5TH FLEET
(BAHRAIN)
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Iran & proxies launch broad counter-attacks with missiles/drones. Collateral [ Pakistan declares opén war f‘dllkoing skirmishes;
damage reported, including girls' school and commercial centers. hundreds of casualties.

AVIATION ,*_ ENERGY SUPPLY m
CHAINS
®GROUNDF_D ' crisis gl el

Airspace closed across Persian Gulf; Risk remlum spikes; calls to Critical global lines disrupted;
major airlines suspend flights. dlsp ace “unethical energy”. trade hampered.

DOMESTIC & TECH DISRUPTION: SOCIETAL FALLOUT
Al & WORKFORCE SHIFTS ) GOVERNANCE & SOCIAL ORDER
=

Firms use Al to justify massive labor US executive power debated (War Powers bypassed).

reductions (e.g., Block layoffs). Canada balances trade & security (India mission).
[= ) Hollowing out entry-level roles. Diaspora divided: celebration vs. anti-war protests.

Tumbler Ridge shooting highlights Al 5 f Quebec expands secularism laws (Bill 94).

safety failures & regulatory gaps. Y Property law crisis over Indigenous remains.

Shift to “kinetic fi inality” & ‘maximalist” unilateral action over diplomacy.
“War as a solution” with leadership decapitation as preferred tool.

-ﬂ SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS) .ﬂ MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS) .m LONG TERM (1-5 YEARS)
()
®-® & - B 44 - 8

Continued volatility, Hormuz blockade, US legal challenges, power vacuums, Structural Middle East shift (end of Axis of
potential internal regime purges. potential separatist movements if regime falls. Resistance?), private sector fills space goals.

« Evacuate nationals via land routes (Air unviable).
RE&C ?#PTIEgﬂ‘?BIP?SNS « Formalize mandatory Al violence reporting standards.

« Diversify energy sources away from Gulf crude; prepare for Al-driven “labor reinvention".
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JOINT US-ISRAELI "OPERATION EPIC
FURY" SIGNALS A DECISIVE SHIFT
TOWARD FORCED REGIME CHANGE
IN IRAN, TRIGGERING REGIONAL
RETALIATION AND GLOBAL
ECONOMIC VOLATILITY

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 28, 2026, marks a watershed
moment in global geopolitics as the United
States and Israel launched massive military
strikes against Iran under the codename
"Operation Epic Fury." This offensive
represents an escalation from previous
containment and deterrence strategies toward
a stated goal of regime change. US President
Donald Trump and Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu have both claimed that
A llah Ali Khamenei i , though
Iranian officials continue to deny these
reports amid a near-total internet blackout
within the country. The strikes targeted
leadership compounds, nuclear infrastructure,
and ballistic missile sites, significantly
degrading Iran's state capacity in a single day
of kinetic action.

The regional response has been immediate
and violent. Iran launched retaliatory missile

and drone swarms against US and Israeli
assets across the Middle East, striking bases
in Bahrain, Qatar, and the UAE. Collateral
damage has been reported, including a strike
on a girls' school in Minab and damage to
civilian infrastructure in Dubai. The reported
closure of the Strait of Hormuz has sent
shockwaves through energy markets, while
global aviation has been paralyzed by the
closure of airspace across the Persian Gulf.
Concurrently, other regional flashpoints have
ignited, with Pakistan declaring open war on
Afghanistan following border skirmishes.

Domestically, Canadian Prime Minister Mark
Carney has offered qualified support for the
US objective of preventing a nuclear Iran but
confirmed Canada is not a military
participant. The Canadian government is
focused on trade missions in India and Japan,
even as it faces internal pressure regarding Al
safety regulations and economic concerns
related to US tariffs. The convergence of
these events suggests a collapse of the
previous international order, replaced by a
"maximalist" approach to security and trade
that prioritizes unilateral action and forced
transitions over traditional diplomacy.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Operation Epic Fury and the
Leadership Strike: A coordinated US-
Israeli aerial campaign targeted the "center
of gravity" of the Iranian regime.

o President Trump announced major
combat operations aimed at "preventing
this wicked, radical dictatorship" from
threatening US interests.

o The Israeli Air Force conducted its

largest military flyover in history,
involving approximately 200 fighter jets.

o Conflicting reports persist regarding the
death of the Supreme I.eader, with
Western intelligence claiming his body
was identified while Tehran insists he
remains in command.

* Regional Retaliation and "Axis of
Resistance": Iran and its proxies initiated
a broad-spectrum counter-attack.

o Missile and drone strikes hit the US

Navy Fifth Fleet headquarters in Bahrain
and the Al-Udeid airbase in Qatar.

o Debris from intercepted missiles caused
civilian casualties in Abu Dhabi and fires
in Dubai's commercial centers.

o Hezbollah expressed solidarity with Iran

but has yet to fully mobilize its northern
front against Israel.

* Global Economic and Logistics
Paralysis: The conflict has immediately
severed critical global supply lines.

o Airlines including Air Canada, Emirates,
and Lufthansa have suspended all flights
to the Middle East due to airspace
closures.

o Reports of the Strait of Hormuz closure
threaten 20% of the world's brent crude
oil supply.

o Prime Minister Carney acknowledged a
risk premium in energy markets while
maintaining that the geopolitical issue of
proliferation must take precedence.

* Escalation of the Pakistan-Afghanistan
Conflict: Secondary regional wars are
erupting as global attention is diverted.

o Pakistan launched airstrikes on Taliban
sites in Kandahar and Kabul, citing
"domestic terrorism" fueled by
Afghanistan.

o The conflict has transitioned to an open
war with hundreds of casualties reported
on both sides.

* Al and Workforce Disruption:
Technology firms are leveraging Al to
justify massive labor reductions.

o Fintech company Block announced
layoffs of 4,000 workers, with CEO Jack
Dorsey explicitly citing Al's ability to run
a company with a significantly smaller
team.

o OpenAl remains under regulatory
scrutiny in Canada following safety

failures linked to a mass shooting in
Tumbler Ridge.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitical Power Dynamics: The US has
moved to a regime change doctrine in the
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Middle East, bypassing traditional
international approval. While the UN Security
Council held an emergency summit, the US
and Israel proceeded without a mandate,
citing "inherent and lawful right to self-
defense." This shift signals the obsolescence
of nuclear non-proliferation frameworks in
favor of direct military decapitation.

* The US Gang of Eight was briefed, but full
Congressional authorization was bypassed,
sparking constitutional debates.

* Canada’s trade mission to India continues,
with Prime Minister Carney attempting to
"defrost" relations while balancing the
security concerns posed by Indian agents in
Canada.

Al & Technology Policy: The Canadian
government is seeking a detailed safety plan
from OpenAl CEO Sam Altman. The demand
follows revelations that the Tumbler Ridge
shooter maintained a second account after
being banned, highlighting gaps in human
review and automated escalation thresholds.
Separately, the government is reconsidering a
social media ban for minors as part of a new
Online Harms Act.

Energy Security: The potential for a
prolonged blockade of Hormuz is the primary
threat to global economic stability. In Canada,
Saskatchewan’s Premier is pushing for new
pipelines to the West Coast to displace
"unethical forms of energy" and capitalize on
Indian demand for LNG and crude.

Domestic Stability & Social Order: Large-
scale rallies have broken out in Richmond Hill
and Toronto, with the Iranian diaspora
celebrating the potential fall of the Islamic

Republic. Conversely, police in Los Angeles
and other major cities are monitoring anti-war
protests and increasing security around

religious and cultural sites due to the high
terror threat level.

Rule of Law: In Ontario, a legal crisis has
emerged for homeowners who discovered
Indigen n ral remains on their
property. Current law places the financial
burden of archaeology—potentially reaching
millions of dollars—on individual citizens,
leading to calls for legislative reform to
prevent property owners from concealing
such discoveries.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity this period focuses on the
limits of executive power in the US,
secularism in Quebec, and the financial
responsibilities of property owners regarding
heritage sites. Press events were dominated
by Prime Minister Carney's Mumbai briefing
and President Trump's social media
communiques.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Online Harms Act (Canada): Proposed

revisions to include AI chatbot regulations

and a social media ban for teens following
the Tumbler Ridge shooting.

Bill 94 (Quebec): Expanded ban on
religious symbols to include school support

staff and daycare workers, leading to
hundreds of potential layoffs.

* War Powers Resolution (US): Debated by
Democrats and some Republicans to limit

the President's power to act unilaterally in

Iran.

Ontario Burial Act Reform: Proposed
changes to relieve homeowners of the
financial ~ burden of  archaeological
investigations when Indigenous remains
are found.
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HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* UN Security Council Emergency
Summit: Secretary General Guterres

condemned military action by both sides
and called for a return to the brink.

* Bill Clinton Deposition: A six-hour
| -door hearing regarding his
relationship with Jeffrey Epstein; Clinton
denied all wrongdoing.

* OpenAl Minister Meeting: A scheduled
high-level meeting between Canada’s Al
minister and Sam Altman to demand safety
plan transparency.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The End of "Strategic Patience": Across
multiple theaters, governments are
abandoning long-term containment in favor of
kinetic finality. The US/Israeli operation in
Iran and Pakistan's strikes in Afghanistan both
reflect a patience had run out sentiment. This
trend suggests that the "managed conflicts" of
the last decade are giving way to "war as a
solution," with leadership decapitation
(decapitation strikes) being the preferred tool.

Al as a Workplace Scapegoat: Corporate
layoffs are increasingly being branded as Al-
driven restructuring. Experts suggest

companies like Block may be using Al as a
cover for cost-cutting after over-hiring during
the pandemic. This trend risks hollowing out
entry-level roles, potentially creating a
generational skill gap as tasks traditionally
done by junior workers are automated or
eliminated.

The Fragmented Diaspora Sentiment: The
Iranian diaspora presents a unique case of a

population celebrating the bombing of their

home country as a form of "rescue mission."

This sentiment, however, is not universal, with

others warning that regime change by air

power rarely results in stable democracy. The

lack of a coherent opposition leader remains

the primary risk to a successful transition.

Medical Surveillance for Children: A new
trend in pediatric health is emerging with the
recommendation that cholesterol screening

start at age two. This moves toward a life-long
medicalization of genetic conditions (familial

hypercholesterolemia), aiming to reverse
diseases before they require acute
intervention, but it faces logistical hurdles
regarding community clinic capacity.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect continued
volatility in Israel and the Gulf states as drone
and missile exchanges continue. Global oil
prices will remain elevated as long as the
Hormuz blockade is active. In Iran, the regime
may engage in mass executions of internal
dissidents as a desperate show of control
before a potential collapse.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The US will
face internal legal challenges over War
Powers. If the Iranian regime falls, a power
vacuum could lead to separatist movements
among Kurdish and Azeri populations. China's
removal of canola meal tariffs may provide
slight relief to Canadian farmers, but broader
trade will be hampered by the Middle East
conflict.

Long Term (1-5 Years): A structural shift in
the Middle East is likely, with the elimination
of the Axis of Resistance (Hezbollah, Hamas,
Houthi) if their Iranian patron is permanently
removed. NASA's 1 Artemis mission
will likely see increased private sector
involvement from SpaceX and Blue Origin to
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compensate for budget and technical
setbacks.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Prioritize the A% ion f foreign

nationals from the Persian Gulf via land
routes to Turkey, as commercial air travel is
no longer viable.

* Formalize a national standard for AI
reporting to ensure companies must report
when users are planning violence,
bypassing the failures of voluntary industry
safety rules.

* Engage with the Iranian i r
leadership to establish a transitional
framework, preventing the chaotic "Libya

scenario" of civil war post-regime collapse.
For Private Sector/Investors:

* Energy Sector: Diversify away from
Middle Eastern crude; look toward

Canadian energy exports to India and Japan

as long-term alternatives.

e Tech Sector: Prepare for a "labor
reinvention" as AI replaces entry-level
roles; companies should focus on junior
team growth to prevent long-term senior
leadership shortages due to hollowing out.

e Real Estate (Canada): Homeowners and
developers must conduct archaeological
risk assessments prior to purchase, as
current law offers no protection against the
financial ruin caused by the discovery of
heritage remains.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
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