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THE MIDDLE EAST ENTERS A STATE

OF TOTAL WAR AS IRAN LAUNCHES

"OPERATION TRUE PROMISE 4" IN

RESPONSE TO US-ISRAELI STRIKES

ON IRANIAN SOIL.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February  28,  2026,  marks  a  catastrophic

escalation in regional hostilities, transitioning

from  a  period  of  heightened  tension  and

diplomatic maneuvering into a state of overt,

multi-front  warfare.  The  day  began  with

reports  of  a  joint  US-Israeli  "aggression"

against  various  points  in  Iran,  including the

tragic bombing of a girls' elementary school in

Minab, which resulted in at least 85 civilian

deaths.  This  event  served  as  the  primary

catalyst for an immediate and massive Iranian

counter-offensive,  dubbed  "Operation  True

Promise  4."  Iranian  state  media  has  framed

the conflict as a definitive struggle against the

"insane"  leadership  of  US  President  Donald

Trump  and  Israeli  Prime  Minister  Benjamin

Netanyahu,  asserting  that  while  the

adversaries  began  the  war,  Iran  will  be  the

one to define its end.

The Iranian response has been characterized

by  its  unprecedented  scale  and  geographic

breadth,  targeting  14  US  military  bases

across the region, including facilities in Qatar,

Bahrain, the UAE, Kuwait, and Iraq. Strategic

assets,  such  as  the  US  Fifth  Fleet

headquarters in Bahrain and a high-tech Over-

the-Horizon  (OTH)  radar  in  Qatar,  were

specifically targeted and reportedly disabled.

Simultaneously,  Iran  has  effectively

weaponized  its  geography  by  closing  the

Strait of Hormuz, halting all maritime traffic

and causing US naval assets to retreat from

the  Persian  Gulf.  Domestically,  the  Iranian

government  has  pivoted  to  a  war  footing,

activating emergency committees to manage

food  and  fuel  supplies  while  leveraging  a

surge in nationalistic sentiment fueled by the

Minab school atrocity.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Operation True Promise 4:  Multi-

Wave Retaliation 

Iran launched at least five distinct waves of

missile and drone attacks targeting US and

Israeli  interests  across  the  Middle  East.

Wave  five specifically  targeted  maritime

and ground-based US assets. 

Advanced  missile  systems,  including  the

Emad,  Ghadr,  and  Sajjil,  were  utilized,

featuring  upgrades  in  precision  and

payload compared to  previous  operations.

Sajjil missiles were observed over regional

capitals en route to their targets. 

The IRGC claimed the destruction of the US

"FP-132" radar in Qatar, a 5,000-km range

system used for tracking ballistic missiles,

despite heavy US defense coverage. radar

in Qatar was reportedly destroyed by drone

strikes. 
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Civilian Casualties and the Minab

School Atrocity 

A  joint  US-Israeli  strike  hit  the  Shajereh

Tayyibah girls' school in Minab, resulting in

85  fatalities among  elementary  students,

with search and rescue operations ongoing.

Additional  civilian  targets  reportedly  hit

include  a  sports  hall  in  Lamerd,  Fars

Province, where 16-20 athletes were killed

during a volleyball match. 

Iranian  health  officials  and  the  Red

Crescent  have  reported  over  200

operational  teams  deployed  across  24

provinces to handle war casualties. 

Closure  of  the  Strait  of  Hormuz

and Naval Engagement 

In  a  major  strategic  move,  the  Iranian

Armed  Forces  ordered  the  cessation  of

traffic through  the  Strait  of  Hormuz,

effectively blockading the Persian Gulf. 

Iranian Navy and IRGC units targeted US

naval support vessels in the Indian Ocean,

including  the  "MSP"  ammunition  carrier

and the "MST" fuel tanker. support vessels

were  reportedly  taken  out  of  service  by

drone and missile strikes. 

US naval forces were observed fleeing the

Persian  Gulf  toward  the  southeast  Indian

Ocean  to  escape  Iranian  precision-guided

munitions. 

Regional  and  International

Diplomatic Fallout 

Iran  warned  host  nations  (Qatar,  UAE,

Bahrain, Kuwait, Jordan) that any US base

used for "aggression" makes that nation a

legitimate target for military response. 

Foreign  Minister  Araghchi  maintained

contact with counterparts in Russia, China,

and  regional  Islamic  states,  emphasizing

that the US has violated international law

and that Iran is exercising its right to self-

defense under Article 51 of the UN Charter.

Russia and China have condemned the US-

Israeli  strikes,  with  China  vowing  to

strengthen  strategic  partnerships with

Tehran. 

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy  Security: The  conflict  has

immediately impacted global energy markets.

Before the strikes, Iran reported a significant

surge  in  oil  exports,  reaching  2.2  million

barrels per day.  The closure of  the Strait  of

Hormuz is expected to trigger a global price

shock  as  Iranian  officials  wait  for  Monday's

market  openings  to  gauge  the  economic

damage to the West. 

Domestic  Stability  &  Social  Order: The

Iranian  government  has  moved  quickly  to

prevent  domestic  panic.  Vice  President

Mohammad  Reza  Arif  announced  that  "war

committees"  have  been  activated  to  ensure

the supply of essential goods and fuel. Public

rallies in Rasht, Shiraz, and Ardabil indicate a

consolidation of domestic support around the

military  in  response  to  the  perceived

"infanticide" by Israeli  forces. National unity

is  being  framed  as  the  "90  million-strong

team" defending the homeland. 

Security  Architecture: Iran  is  testing  a

decentralized  defense-in-depth  model.

Military  analysts  highlighted  that  Iran's

geography  acts  as  a  weapon,  with  its  vast

territory making  "regime  change"  or  total

occupation  by  US  forces  impossible.  The

destruction  of  US  forward-deployed  radar

systems in Qatar is seen as a major blow to
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the  regional  integrated  defense  network

shared by the US and Israel. 

Cybersecurity  &  AI: Even  amidst  kinetic

warfare,  officials  discussed  the  role  of

technology. A new "fully smart" university in

Qom was announced, utilizing AI for security

and  resource  management.  In  the  defense

sector, analysts warned that AI is being used

to craft more sophisticated cyber-attacks and

phishing campaigns, though they noted AI is

also  a  key  tool  for  Iran's  early  warning

systems. 

National  Security  &  Regional  Influence:

The  conflict  has  forced  regional  actors  to

choose sides. Yemen and Iraq have reportedly

"joined  the  war"  on  Iran's  side,  while  host

nations for US bases face internal  pressure.

Iran's  strikes  on  the  US  Fifth  Fleet

headquarters in Bahrain were described as a

high-quality  blow against  US  command  and

control capabilities. 

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The Iranian government has transitioned to an

emergency  legislative  and  executive

framework,  bypassing  standard  protocols  to

streamline  war  efforts  and  ensure  social

stability.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Emergency  War  Supply  Act: While  not

formally  named,  the  Vice  President

confirmed  that  governors  have  been

granted full  authority to  manage regional

resources  and  that  the  government  has

enacted pre-planned measures for food and

fuel rationing if necessary. 

Mazandaran  Development  Allocations:

Prior  to  the  conflict,  President  Pezehkian

signed  off  on  46  resolutions  totaling  35

trillion  tomans for  regional  development,

though these funds may now be redirected

to the war effort. 

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Emergency "War Committee"  Briefing:

Vice  President  Arif  held  a  press  event  to

reassure  the  public  that  "everything  is

under control" and that standard essential

goods are stockpiled for the duration of the

conflict. 

National  Security  Commission

Statement: Dr.  Ibrahim  Rezaei,

spokesperson  for  the  Majlis  National

Security Commission, emphasized that the

US will face economic consequences when

global  stock  and oil  markets  react  to  the

escalation. 

FM Araghchi’s Diplomatic Circular: The

Foreign Ministry issued a formal notice to

the  UN  Security  Council,  labeling  US-

Israeli actions as a violation of Article 2 of

the UN Charter. 

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  "Madman"  Narrative  and  Cognitive

Warfare A  recurring  theme  in  the  day's

transcripts is  the characterization of  the US

and  Israeli  leadership  as  psychologically

unstable.  President  Trump  is  frequently

referred  to  as  "insane"  or  "foolish"  for

abandoning  diplomacy.  This  narrative  is

strategically coupled with the "Minab School"

tragedy  to  create  a  powerful  emotional

contrast: the "civilized" and "patient" Iranian

state  vs.  the  "barbaric"  and  "infant-killing"

Western  powers.  By  highlighting  Trump's

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260228_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260228_040000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260228_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260228_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260228_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260228_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260228_233000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260228_060000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260228_060000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260228_233000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260228_233000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260228_183000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260228_163000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260228_223000


campaign  promises to  be  an  "anti-war

president"  and  contrasting  them  with  his

current  actions,  Iranian media is  attempting

to  sow  discord  within  the  US  domestic

political landscape. 

Geography  as  a  Force  Multiplier The

military analysis provided by Iranian experts

focuses heavily on the asymmetric advantage

of Iran's size. Analysts noted that the ratio of

Iran's landmass to Israel's is 80 to 1, arguing

that  while  Israel  can be paralyzed by a few

dozen  missile  hits,  Iran's  strategic  depth

allows  it  to  absorb  strikes  and  remain

operational.  The  closure  of  the  Strait  of

Hormuz  is  the  ultimate  expression  of  this

"geographic  weapon,"  leveraging  a  global

chokepoint  to  offset  the  US's  technological

superiority. 

The End of US Regional Hegemony Iran is

explicitly  framing  this  conflict  as  the  "final

war"  to  end the US presence in  the Middle

East. General Abdollahi’s statement that "Iran

will define the end" of the war reflects a shift

in  posture  from  defensive  deterrence  to  an

offensive  shaping  of  regional  security

architecture. The targeting of 14 bases in five

different countries serves notice to the region

that the US security umbrella is no longer a

shield but a magnet for Iranian fire. 

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect  a

continued  cycle  of  retaliatory  strikes.  The

closure of the Strait of Hormuz will likely lead

to  a  massive  spike  in  global  oil  prices  and

potential  military  clashes  between  the  US

Navy  and  Iranian  small-boat  swarms  or

coastal  batteries.  Domestic  unrest  in  Arab

host  nations  (specifically  Bahrain  and  the

UAE) is probable as civilian populations react

to Iranian missile strikes on US bases in their

vicinity. 

Medium Term (1-6 Months): If the conflict

persists, the US may face a severe "munitions

famine" as analysts like Scott Ritter suggest

US  systems  are  ineffective  against  Iranian

depth. Iran will likely deepen its reliance on

Russia and China for satellite intelligence and

electronic  warfare  support.  The

"Syrianization"  of  the  conflict,  with  proxy

groups  in  Iraq  and  Yemen  taking  a  more

direct role, will likely lead to a multi-front war

that  the  US  cannot  contain  with  airpower

alone. 

Long Term (1-5 Years): This conflict  likely

marks the end of the unipolar US-led security

order in  the Persian Gulf.  Regardless  of  the

kinetic  outcome,  the "myth of  the US as an

untouchable  power"  has  been  punctured  by

successful strikes on its command centers. A

new regional order, characterized by a multi-

polar "four or five powers" system including

China  and  Russia,  is  the  stated  Iranian

objective. 

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

The  international  community  must

recognize  that  the  Strait  of  Hormuz  is

currently a no-go zone; diplomatic pressure

on both Tehran and Washington is the only

path to preventing a global energy collapse.

International legal bodies should expect a

flurry  of  war  crime  allegations regarding

the Minab school hit, which will be used to

isolate the US and Israel diplomatically. 
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Regional stability for the UAE, Qatar,  and

Bahrain  is  now  tied  to  their  ability  to

distance  themselves  from  US  military

operations. 

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Supply Chain Risk: Immediate rerouting

of  all  maritime  assets  away  from  the

Persian Gulf and Arabian Sea is mandatory.

Shipping  insurance  premiums  will  likely

become prohibitive. 

Energy  Volatility: Diversify  energy

portfolios  away  from  Gulf-dependent

sources  as  long-term  oil  export

interruptions are now a reality. 

Cybersecurity: Private firms, especially in

the  finance  and  energy  sectors,  should

prepare for retaliatory cyber-warfare from

both  state  and  non-state  actors  as  the

conflict expands into the digital domain. 

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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