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US AND ISRAEL INITIATE HIGH-
STAKES MILITARY INTERVENTION
IN IRAN AMIDST LITHUANIAN
SOCIAL UNREST AND
ENVIRONMENTAL EMERGENCIES

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 28, 2026, marks a pivotal shift in
global security as the United States and Israel
launched a coordinated, large-scale military
campaign against Iran. The operation,
characterized by intense bombardment of
Tehran and key nuclear facilities, explicitly
targets the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC) and the highest echelons of the
regime. President Donald Trump has framed
the intervention as a necessary measure to
prevent Iranian nuclear breakout and
dismantle its ballistic missile program, while
simultaneously calling for the Iranian people
to overthrow their government. This
escalation has immediately triggered regional
retaliation, with Iranian missile strikes hitting
US bases and civilian targets in the UAE,
Qatar, and Bahrain, raising the specter of a
broader regional war that could disrupt global
energy supplies and maritime security in the
Strait of Hormuz.

Domestically, Lithuania is grappling with a
convergence of environmental and social
crises. Emergency services are on high alert
for significant flooding in the Kaunas and
Siluté regions, driven by rapid snowmelt and
ice jams, necessitating large-scale community
and military preparation. Simultaneously, a
massive industrial fire in Vilnius involving
lithium-ion batteries has highlighted the
emerging risks of green-tech infrastructure.
In the social sector, the education system is
under strain as teachers in Alytus continue a
high-profile strike against perceived
administrative malpractice, a conflict that has
now reached the level of the Prime Minister
and the Ministry of Education. These domestic
challenges are unfolding against a backdrop
of geopolitical uncertainty, as evidenced by
President Trump’s recent expressions of
affinity for  the
complicating Lithuania's regional security
posture.

Belarusian regime,



MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* US-Israeli Military Campaign in Iran: A
massive air and missile campaign has
targeted Tehran’s political and military
infrastructure.

o The US and Israel have vowed to use all

available power over the next 48 hours

to neutralize Iranian capabilities.

o Bombardment has hit the Iranian
Parliament, the Supreme l.eader’s
palace, and intelligence centers.

o President Trump has urged IRGC
members to 1
exchange for
"inevitable death."

wn their arms in
immunity or face

o Retaliatory Iranian strikes have caused

civilian casualties in the UAE and
targeted US bases in Bahrain and
Jordan.

* Lithuanian Domestic Crisis: The Alytus
Teacher Strike: A localized labor dispute
has escalated into a national debate on
educator rights and administrative power.

o Teachers at the Adolfas Ramanauskas-
Vanagas Gymnasium are striking over
the dismissal of an ethics teacher, Meilé
Platukiene.

o Prime Minister Ingrida Simonyté and
Education Minister Raminta Popoviené

have been drawn into negotiations to

resolve the deadlock.

o Administrative threats to dismiss striking
teachers for gross misconduct have
exacerbated tensions and led to a
transition to remote learning.

* Environmental and Infrastructure
Emergencies: Severe weather and
industrial accidents are stretching state
capacity.

o More than 30 municipalities are
preparing for major flooding, with the
military ready to blast ice jams on the
Neris and Nemunas rivers.

o A 500-square-meter warehouse fire in
Vilnius was complicated by exploding

lithium-ion  batteries from electric
vehicles.

o The National Crisis Management Center
is monitoring critical water levels in
Kaunas, where the risk of sudden
flooding is highest.

* Geopolitical Realignment and Trade:
Significant shifts in international relations
and economic blocs.

o President Trump expressed respect for
Alexander I.ukashenko, stating he "really
likes" the Belarusian leader,
contradicting long-standing EU policy.

o The EU is moving toward implementing

the Mercosur trade agreement even
without full parliamentary or court

approval to bypass ongoing delays.

o Vengria and Slovakia are forming a joint
committee to investigate damage to the
Druzhba oil pipeline following a drone
strike.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitical Power Dynamics & National
Security

* The US executive branch is conducting a
high-risk regime change operation without
a formal Congressional declaration of war,
leading to domestic legislative friction.
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e The US has deployed the largest naval
armada since the 2003 Iraq invasion to the
Persian Gulf.

e Lithuanian citizens are being urged to

evacuate Iran immediately and cancel
travel to Israel as the conflict intensifies.

Energy Security & Infrastructure

e The Druzh ipelin isruption has
sparked diplomatic conflict between
Ukraine, Slovakia, and Hungary.

* Vilnius is advancing its green hydrogen
plant, a €10 million project aimed at
diversifying energy sources and
decarbonizing the capital.

» Temporary ceasefires around the
Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant have
been reported to allow for critical power
line repairs.

Domestic Stability & Labor

* The teacher shortage in Lithuania is
becoming acute, particularly for English,
Math, and Lithuanian subjects, as
workloads increase and prestige remains
low.

* Local municipalities like Jonava are seeing
a construction boom, surpassing traditional
hotspots like Palanga in residential permits.

* The implementation of low-emission zones
(LEZ) in major cities is facing enforcement
challenges and public debate over transit
fees.

Public Health & Biosurveillance

* The rise in autism spectrum disorder
diagnoses is placing long-term pressure on
the healthcare and education systems, with
waitlists for ergoterapists reaching one
year.

* Cardiovascular disease remains the leading
cause of death, with new programs

focusing on preventative diagnostics for

citizens over 40.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity today focused on the
legality of war powers in the United States
and the acceleration of trade agreements in
the European Union. In Lithuania, the
discourse centered on labor law applications
in the education sector and the regulatory
framework for urban environmental zones.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Low-Emission Zone (LEZ) Mandate:
Starting in 2025, major Lithuanian cities
and resorts must establish zones restricting
older, polluting vehicles to meet EU climate
goals.

* EU-Mercosur Trade Agreement: The
European Commission is moving to apply
provisional implementation of the trade
deal, reducing tariffs despite ongoing legal
challenges in the European Court of
Justice.

* US War Powers Resolution: Democratic
leaders in the US Senate are calling for a
session to reclaim war powers after the
Trump administration bypassed Congress
for the Iran strikes.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Jeffrey Epstein Investigation: Former US
President Bill Clinton testified before a
House committee regarding his past ties to
the convicted sex offender, denying any
knowledge of illegal activity.
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* Trump Press Gaggle (Texas Departure):
President Trump confirmed his support for

Alexander T.ukashenko and expressed
dissatisfaction with Iranian nuclear

negotiations before boarding Air Force
One.

* Alytus Municipal Briefing: Mayor Nerijus
Cesiulis addressed the teacher strike,
maintaining that the dismissal of the ethics
teacher was a legal matter for the courts
rather than a political negotiation.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Evolution of Hybrid Conflict

The conflict = between  Pakistan and
Afghanistan resembling open war highlights
the failure of the previous “"partner"
relationship between Islamabad and the
Taliban. Pakistan's use of precision airpower
against Taliban infrastructure in Kabul and
Kandahar represents a shift from border
skirmishes to a strategic effort to dismantle a
state-sponsored proxy network. This mirrors
the US approach to Iran, where kinetic action
is being used to force a regime change
through the destruction of economic and
military pillars rather than a traditional
ground invasion.

The Vulnerability of "Green" Transitions

The Vilnius warehouse fire, fueled by lithium-
ion battery explosions, serves as a critical
warning for the rapid adoption of electric
vehicles and battery storage. Emergency
services are currently ill-equipped for the
chemical fires and toxic plumes associated
with these technologies. This event coincides
with Vilnius’s push for a green hydrogen
economy, suggesting that while the energy
transition is accelerating, the safety and

emergency response infrastructure remains a
significant step behind.

Diaspora as a Cultural and Political
Bridge

Reports from Lithuanian communities in Paris
Los Angeles, and Norway reveal a growing
trend of ‘'revolving door" migration.
Individuals like Jurga and Sigita illustrate a
pattern where Lithuanians spend decades
abroad acquiring skills (hairdressing, yoga,
engineering) before returning to revitalize
regional towns like Skuodas and Taurage. This
"reverse brain drain" is becoming a vital
component of Lithuania's demographic
resilience, even as the country faces a
domestic education crisis.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Global oil prices
are expected to spike as the Strait of Hormuz
remains under threat from Iranian naval
forces. In Lithuania, the Alytus teacher strike
may spark sympathy protests across other
municipalities if the government does not
appoint a neutral administrator for the school.
Severe flooding is highly likely in the Siluté
and Kaunas areas as temperatures rise,
potentially requiring the declaration of a
regional state of emergency.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The US-Iran
conflict will likely settle into a war of attrition
if regime change does not occur immediately.
Skepticism in Washington about achieving
goals without ground troops will grow,
potentially leading to a domestic political
crisis for the Trump administration. Lithuania
will likely accelerate its hydrogen and
renewable energy projects to decouple from
any remaining volatile energy links.
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Long Term (1-5 Years): The structural
relationship between the US and the Baltic
states may be tested if the Trump
administration continues to soften its stance
on the Belarusian regime. Within Lithuania,
the education sector will require a
fundamental overhaul of teacher
compensation and workload to prevent a total
collapse of the public school system as the
current workforce reaches retirement age.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

e Lithuania must coordinate with EU
partners to mitigate the impact of shifting
US policy toward Belarus, ensuring that
regional sanctions regimes
effective.

remain

* The Ministry of Foreign Affairs should
evacuatio contingencies
across the entire Persian Gulf region, not
just Iran and Israel, as the conflict expands.

* Security services should increase
monitoring of critical infrastructure like
pipelines and power plants following the
Druzhba drone strike.

prepare for

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Investors in the logistics and
manufacturing sectors should audit fire
safety protocols for lithium-ion and other
high-density energy storage to avoid
catastrophic losses similar to the Vilnius
warehouse fire.

*» Real estate developers should look to
growing regions like Jonava, which are
benefiting from urban spillover and high
demand for modern residential units.

e The provisional implementation of the
Mercosur agreement presents immediate
opportunities in the agribusiness and
automotive sectors, though regulatory
volatility remains high due to pending court
rulings.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the wunderlying
sources for details.

deeply examine

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
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omissions. Please verify all findings. No data more about the GDELT Project at https:/

is used to train or tune any Al model. blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

For questions or suggestions, please contact archive.org/details/tv
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
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