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MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT

ESCALATES TO CRITICAL LEVELS

AS INDONESIA NAVIGATES HIGH-

STAKES GLOBAL DIPLOMACY AND

TECH EXPANSION

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 28, 2026, marks a pivotal moment in

global  security  as  the  Middle  East  enters  a

state of high-intensity conflict following joint

military operations by Israel  and the United

States  against  Iran.  Israel  launched  what  it

termed  "preemptive  strikes"  targeting

Tehran’s  military  and  intelligence

infrastructure,  prompting  immediate  Iranian

retaliation  against  U.S.  military  bases  in

Bahrain, Qatar, Kuwait, the UAE, and Jordan.

This escalation has caused widespread panic

in Tehran and Tel Aviv, led to the closure of

regional  airspaces,  and  forced  the

cancellation of numerous international flights,

including  major  routes  from  Jakarta's

Soekarno-Hatta International Airport.

Simultaneously, Indonesia is asserting itself as

a significant middle power through President

Prabowo Subianto’s extensive diplomatic tour

of the U.S., UK, Jordan, and the UAE. The tour

yielded  substantial  economic  and  strategic

gains,  including  a  $38.4  billion  investment

deal  with  the  U.S.  and  a  landmark

semiconductor  partnership  with  the  UK’s

ARM Limited. Domestically, the government is

bracing  for  the  2026  Lebaran  "Mudik"

(exodus),  with  transportation  infrastructure

facing  extreme  demand  and  the  Ministry  of

Public  Works  rushing  to  complete  road

repairs.  However,  this  progress is  shadowed

by local governance scandals, including public

outcry  over  luxury  vehicle  procurement  in

East  Kalimantan and protests  by  athletes  in

Pasuruan over drastically reduced bonuses.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Regional War in the Middle East

Israel conducted massive missile strikes on

Tehran, targeting the Ministry of Defense,

intelligence  centers,  and  areas  near  the

Supreme  Leader's  residence  to  disable

Iran's nuclear program preemptive strike.

The  United  States  confirmed  direct

involvement in  "major  combat  operations"

against Iran, leading to Iranian retaliatory

strikes on the U.S. 5th Fleet in Bahrain and

Al-Udeid Air Base in Qatar.

Airspace  closures  in  the  Middle  East

resulted  in  total  flight  cancellations  for

routes involving Etihad, Qatar Airways, and

Garuda  Indonesia at  Soekarno-Hatta

Airport.

Unconfirmed  reports  circulated  regarding

the potential death of high-ranking Iranian

officials,  including  rumors  surrounding

Ayatollah  Ali  Khamenei and  IRGC

commanders.
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President  Prabowo’s  Global  Economic

Offensive

Indonesia  secured  11  MOUs  with  U.S.

businesses  totaling  $38.4  billion and  a

trade  agreement  providing  0%  tariffs  for

1,819 sectors, including textiles.

A strategic partnership with the UK's ARM

Limited was  finalized  to  train  15,000

Indonesian  engineers  in  semiconductor

design and AI technology.

Indonesia  was  appointed  as  Vice

Commander  of  the  International

Stabilization Force (ISF) under the "Board

of  Peace"  framework  for  Gaza

reconstruction.

Domestic  Infrastructure  and  Lebaran

Preparation

PT  KAI  reported  that  over  100,000  train

tickets (60%  of  capacity)  for  the  2026

Lebaran season have already been sold in

the Jember region alone.

The Ministry of  Public  Works is  racing to

eliminate  7,000  potholes on  the  Pantura

highway by H-10 of Lebaran.

Toll  roads  Japek  2  South  and  Bocimi

Section 3 are slated for functional opening

to handle the anticipated surge in holiday

traffic.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitical Power Dynamics

The  conflict  marks  a  collapse  of  nuclear

negotiations in Geneva,  with the U.S.  and

Israel  moving toward regime decapitation

as  a  perceived  necessity  for  regional

security.

Regional  analysts  warn  of  "stroke  of

humanity" if the UN remains paralyzed by

U.S. vetoes in the Security Council during

this aggression.

Technology Policy & Digital Sovereignty

Indonesia is transitioning from a consumer

to  a  producer  in  the  global  supply  chain

through its  semiconductor deal with ARM

Limited,  aiming  for  "technological

independence."

Corruption & Governance

The  East  Kalimantan  Governor  faced

criticism for an 8.5 billion IDR luxury car

purchase, which he defended as necessary

to  maintain  the  "dignity"  of  the  province

neighboring the new capital (IKN).

Investigation  into  the  alleged  misuse  of

eruption  relief  funds for  Mount  Ruang

involving the Regent of Sitaro Islands.

Domestic Stability & Social Order

Athletes in Pasuruan staged a viral protest,

trampling  award  certificates to  protest  a

66%  reduction  in  gold  medal  bonuses

compared to previous years.

The murder and mutilation of a spouse in

Tanjung  Pinang  highlighted  domestic

violence issues, with the perpetrator being

a repeat offender.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance  activity  focused  on  anti-

corruption  measures,  tax  professional

regulations,  and  civil  rights  protections.

Discussions emphasized the need for systemic

legal  reforms  rather  than  just  individual

enforcement. 
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BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED

Limitation  of  Currency  Transactions

Act: Proposed  to  curb  corruption  by

mandating  digital  trails  for  large

transactions discussed with VP Gibran.

Tax Consultant Law: The Indonesian Tax

Consultants  Association  (IKPI)  is  pushing

for  formal  legislation  to  strengthen  the

regulatory framework for tax professionals.

Rupiah  Redenomination  Act: Advocacy

continues  for  the  simplification  of  the

national  currency  to  improve  financial

efficiency.

Presidential  Family  Candidacy  Ban: A

judicial  review  was  filed  at  the

Constitutional  Court  (MK)  seeking  to

prohibit  family  members of  a  sitting

president from running for office.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS

Kaltim Procurement Briefing: Governor

Rudi Mas'ud defended the 8.5 billion IDR

car procurement as adhering to Ministry of

Home  Affairs  regulations  for  3,000cc

sedan-type vehicles.

LPSK  Briefing  on  Nizam  Case: The

Witness  and  Victim  Protection  Agency

(LPSK)  conducted  a  medical  and

psychological  threat  assessment for  the

mother  of  a  murdered  12-year-old  child

who  reported  receiving  threats  from  the

father's family.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

Strategic  Non-Alignment  vs.  Functional

Partnership

Indonesia is navigating a complex dual-track

foreign  policy.  While  President  Prabowo

engages  in  "Good  Neighbor  Policy"  and

"Board  of  Peace"  roles  to  maintain  stability,

the  nation  is  simultaneously  deepening

military  and  economic  ties with  the  U.S.,

evidenced by the $38 billion in MOUs and the

appointment of Indonesia to the International

Stabilization  Force.  This  suggests  a  shift

toward  a  "multi-aligned"  strategy  where

Indonesia leverages its middle-power status to

extract  high-tech  concessions  (like  the  ARM

semiconductor deal) while remaining a vocal

proponent of Palestinian peace via Yordania.

The Fragility of Global Connectivity

The  immediate  impact  of  the  Iran-Israel

conflict  on  civilian  aviation highlights  the

vulnerability  of  global  trade  and  travel  to

regional  kinetic  events.  The  sudden

cancellation  of  flights  at  Soekarno-Hatta

illustrates that domestic Indonesian interests

are now inextricably linked to Middle Eastern

security. The reliance on the "Board of Peace"

framework suggests that regional powers are

desperate  for  an  alternative  to  traditional

Western-led mediation,  which is  increasingly

viewed through a skeptical, "double standard"

lens.

Governance Disconnect and Local Unrest

A recurring theme of "governance disconnect"

is  emerging  domestically.  While  the  central

government  announces  multi-billion  dollar

international  deals,  local  populations  are

revolting  over  bonus  cuts  for  athletes and

perceived  corruption  in  disaster  relief.  The

viral footage of athletes in Pasuruan and the

controversy over the Kaltim luxury car reflect

a growing public intolerance for fiscal elitism

at  the  local  level  during  a  time  when  the

central  government  is  preaching  national

efficiency.
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STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

Expect extreme volatility  in global  energy

markets  and  continued  disruptions  in

international  flight  routes as  long  as

Iranian and U.S. forces remain in a cycle of

retaliation.

Indonesia will likely see increased security

at  U.S.  and  Israeli-linked  interests

domestically  following  the  retaliatory

strikes in the Middle East.

The Lebaran ticket sell-out will likely lead

to  a  "black  market"  for  transport  or

increased  emergency  transport

deployments by the government.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

The  implementation  of  the  U.S.-Indonesia

trade deal will face scrutiny as the 90-day

legal  process concludes,  potentially

triggering  pushback  from  domestic

agricultural  sectors  sensitive  to  U.S.  soy

and wheat imports.

The  semiconductor  training  program  for

15,000  engineers  will  begin  to  shift  FDI

interest toward Indonesia's emerging tech

ecosystem.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

If the "Board of Peace" succeeds, Indonesia

will cement its role as a primary mediator

in  Islamic  world  conflicts,  potentially

eclipsing traditional actors.

Structural  changes  in  the  Middle  East

security architecture may follow if the U.S.-

Israeli strikes lead to a regime collapse or

fundamental change in Tehran's leadership.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy

Monitor  Indonesia’s  role  in  the  Board  of

Peace as a leading indicator of a new non-

Western diplomatic bloc capable of regional

stabilization.

Prepare  for  potential  Iranian  cyber-

retaliation against U.S. partners, including

Southeast  Asian  nations with  deep  U.S.

economic ties.

Evaluate  the  impact  of  the  U.S.-Indonesia

0%  tariff  agreement  on  regional  textile

competition,  particularly  for  Vietnam  and

Bangladesh.

For Private Sector/Investors

Supply  Chain  Risk:  Diversify  logistics

routes to avoid the Middle East corridor, as

air  freight  cancellations are  likely  to

persist.

Investment  Opportunity:  The

semiconductor  and  AI  ecosystem in

Indonesia  is  primed  for  growth  following

the  ARM  Limited  deal;  early-stage  tech

infrastructure is a high-value target.

Regulatory  Compliance:  Investors  in  East

Kalimantan must navigate increased public

scrutiny and potential audits following the

luxury  procurement  scandals  and  IKN-

related spending controversies.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching
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trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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