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GLOBAL CRISIS & RUSSIAN ADVANCGE:
THE FALLOUT OF OPERATION "EPIC FURY"

US-Israeli Strike on Iran Triggers Energy Shock, Creating Geopolitical
Vacuum for Russian Tactical Gains & Tech Consolidation.

DAY-AT-A-GLANGE: FEB 28, 2026

US & Israel launch massive strikes (“Lion's Roar”/"Epic Fury”) on Iranian nuclear sites (Fordow, Natanz) &
political targets after diplomacy fails. Iran retaliates against US regional bases & closes Hormuz Strait, paralyzing
oil transit. Qil hits $100+. Russia exploits distraction for Ukraine gains & domestic “technological sovereignty” push.
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THE ONSET OF A US-ISRAELI
MILITARY CAMPAIGN AGAINST IRAN
HAS TRIGGERED A GLOBAL ENERGY

CRISIS AND THE CLOSURE OF THE
HORMUZ STRAIT, PROVIDING A

GEOPOLITICAL VACUUM FOR
RUSSIAN TACTICAL ADVANCES AND

STRATEGIC TECHNOLOGICAL

CONSOLIDATION.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 28, 2026, marks a critical inflection
point in global security as the United States
and Israel launched a massive, coordinated
military operation against the Islamic
Republic of Iran, dubbed "Lion's Roar" or
"Epic Fury." The strikes targeted high-value
Iranian political and military infrastructure,
including the Presidential Palace and nuclear
facilities in Fordow and Natanz. This
escalation followed the apparent collapse of
back-channel diplomacy in Geneva, with
President Donald Trump asserting that Tehran
refused to conclude a nuclear deal. Iran’s
retaliation was immediate and wide-ranging,

striking fourteen US military bases across the

region and effectively closing the Hormuz
Strait, a move that has paralyzed a third of

the world’s oil transit and sent energy prices
toward $100 per barrel.

Within Russia, the leadership is leveraging the
Middle Eastern conflagration to frame the
United States and Israel as unprovoked
aggressors while simultaneously intensifying
military operations in Ukraine. The Russian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs characterized the
strikes as a radiological catastrophe risk and
an assault on the sovereign
Domestically, Moscow is focusing on internal
security ahead of upcoming elections and
advancing a "technological
agenda, specifically in nuclear-power
medical devices and bio-engineering. The
confluence of these events suggests a Russian
strategy of strategic
Western resources to be drained in a new
Middle Eastern quagmire while consolidating
gains in its "near abroad" and securing its
own critical infrastructure and economic
resilience.

order.

sovereignty"

patience—allowing

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Operation "Epic Fury" and Regional
Retaliation: US and Israeli forces
conducted multiple waves of airstrikes
using Tomahawk missiles and fifth-
generation fighters against Tehran and
nuclear sites. Iran responded with
hypersonic missile strikes on US assets in
Bahrain, Qatar, and the UAE, while also
launching missiles into Dubai, hitting a
hotel on the Palm Jumeirah.

* Global Energy Chokehold: The IRGC has
closed the Hormuz Strait, halting all tanker
movement and prompting the US
Department of Transportation to order all
vessels to evacuate the region. Experts
warn that nations like Saudi Arabia and
Qatar lack alternative routes for their
energy exports.
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* Civil Aviation Collapse: Massive
disruptions are reported as airspace is
closed over Iran, Israel, Iraq, Jordan, and
the Persian Gulf. Russian airlines, including
Aeroflot, have canceled all flights to the
UAE and other regional hubs, leaving an
estimated Russian ri
stranded.

Russian Frontline Gains in Ukraine:
Exploiting the global distraction, Russian
forces have reported the capture of four
settlements (Karpovka, Gravskoe,
Krasnoznamenka, and Rezdvianka) and
have intensified pressure on the Sumy
direction.

* Emergence of Long-Life Nuclear Power:
Russian scientists from Rosatom and FMBA
have unveiled ftritium-based "atomic
batteries" designed to power medical
implants like cardiac pacemakers for
decades without replacement, signaling a
breakthrough in power
systems.

autonomous

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitical Power Dynamics The global
security architecture is undergoing a radical
stress test as the US-Israeli tandem pursues a
policy of forced regime change in Iran. Russia
and China have jointly requested an

emergency UN Security Council meeting,
while the CSTO has called for an immediate
return to dialogue. The Russian diplomatic
narrative frames this as a betrayal of the Non-
Proliferation Treaty, suggesting that Western
aggression will force other regional actors to
seek serious means of self-defense.

Energy Security The blockade of the Hormuz
Strait has turned energy security into a

tactical weapon. With tanker speed at zero in

the strait, the global economy faces a supply

shock. Russia is monitoring the situation via
oil price spikes on the Moscow Exchange,
which could provide a windfall for Russian
exports, provided they can bypass regional
conflict zones. Simultaneously, the TAPI
pipeline (Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-
India) is being prom Turkmenistan as a
stabilizing alternative to maritime energy
routes.

National Security & internal Stability The
Russian FSB has held a high-level collegium
where President Putin emphasized the need to
protect the upcoming State Duma elections
from foreign interference. Assassination
attempts on GRU officers and terrorist threats
like the Savelyovsky station bombing have
heightened the focus on counter-intelligence.
In Kyrgyzstan, a major restructuring of the
security services (GKNB) is underway to
prevent the politicization of special forces and
improve the investment climate.

Technology Policy & Digital Sovereignty
Russia is aggressively pursuing bio-economic
integration, using nuclear industry
competencies to develop universal stem cells
and synthetic heart valves. This "bio-
economy" is framed as a new industrial order.
Conversely, the conflict in Iran has exposed
vulnerabilities in Western tech; Russia claims
its EW capabilities have degraded Starlink
performance in the region, challenging the
"invulnerability" of satellite-based
coordination for opposition movements.

Rule of Law & Corruption Significant
domestic legal warfare (lawfare) is evident in

the arrest of the Kaliningrad Youth Minister

for embezzlement of federal subsidies.
Furthermore, the posthumous trial of the
alleged Kkiller of "Miss Buryatia" highlights a
bizarre application of the Russian legal
system where the dead are adjudicated to
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satisfy the demands of survivors for a "full
judicial process."

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Russia is introducing a suite of consumer and
business protection laws effective March 1,
2026, aimed at standardizing the domestic
service economy and tightening oversight on
the gig economy. The Federation Council is
also moving to reduce administrative burdens
on small businesses while closing loopholes in
self-employment regulations.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Aviation Passenger Rights Law:
Mandates that children under 12 be seated
for free next to parents and formalizes
airline obligations for food and water
during delays of over two hours.

* Hotel Booking Refund Policy: Requires
hotels to return full prepayments if a
booking is canceled at least one day prior
to check-in.

Russian Language Purity Law: Requires
all commercial signs an verti

(e.g., "Sale," "Open") to be in the Russian
language starting in March.

Self-Employment Reform Bill: Proposed
legislation to remove from the register self-
employed individuals who report no income
for 15 months, aimed at preventing
"phantom" claims for state support.

* Experimental Legal Regimes (EPR)
Amendment: Extends the term for testing
Al technologies and drones from three to
five years to allow for deeper clinical and
operational validation.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Security Council Video Conference:

President Putin convened permanent
members to discuss the strategic

implications of the US-Israeli strikes on
Iran.

* Mikhail Mishustin's Government
Report: The Prime Minister reported to the
Duma on socia support measures,
including the indexation of maternity
capital and new tax rebates for low-income
families.

* Kyrgyz Parliament (Jogorku Kenesh)
Speaker Interview: Speaker Marlen
Mamataliev discussed the stabilization of
the country after recent political unrest and
the GKNB reform.

* Federation Council Fishing Industry
Review: Discussions on extending
investment quotas for shipbuilding due to

equipment supply disruptions caused by
sanctions.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Failure of Global Diplomatic Theater
The most striking theme of the day is the total
decoupling of diplomacy from military action.

US and Iranian delegations were reportedly

negotiating in Geneva just 48 hours before the
strikes. The Russian MFA has seized on this to
argue that the West uses negotiations as a
cover for military preparation—a narrative
they previously applied to the Minsk
Agreements. This leads to a deep skepticism
regarding any future Western diplomatic
initiatives, as "preemptive strikes" are now
perceived as the standard US operating

procedure.
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Technological Sovereignty as a Bio-
Nuclear Hybrid Russia is moving beyond
traditional "import substitution" toward a bio-
nuclear hybrid strategy. The partnership
between Rosatom and the FMBA suggests
that the nuclear industry is being repurposed
as the backbone for the medical industry of
the future. By using radioactive isotopes to
power long-life batteries for internal medical
devices, Russia is creating a niche high-tech
sector that is largely immune to traditional
Western sanctions on microchips, focusing
instead on its strengths in atomic science and
bio-engineering.

The Law of the Strong and "Domestic"
Geopolitics In the United States, the address
to Congress by Donald Trump and the launch
of "Operation Epic Fury" demonstrate a pivot
toward unabashed unilateralism. Trump's
framing of the conflict—that "this war will

lead to peace"—is a direct appeal to his base's
desire for decisive action. Meanwhile, the

resurgence of the Epstein Files in the US
Congress serves as a parallel "lawfare" front,

used to discredit the Democratic opposition
and legacy political elites (the Clintons)
during a period of high military tension.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks) Global oil prices
will likely surpass $120 per barrel as the
IRGC maintains its blockade of the Hormuz
Strait. Civil unrest in Iran is possible, given
Trump’s direct appeals to the Iranian public
to seize power, but the IRGC's control over
internet infrastructure suggests an imminent,
heavy crackdown. Expect a re-routing of
Russian exports through overland Eurasian

corridors to avoid the Persian Gulf chaos.

Medium Term (1-6 Months) The Middle
Eastern conflict will significantly divert US

military resources away from Ukraine,
potentially allowing Russian forces to expand

their territorial control toward the Dnieper.
The Russian domestic economy will adapt to

the March 1 legislative shifts, with a likely

increase in the cost of imported consumer
goods as logistics chains further deteriorate.

Central Asian states like Kazakhstan and
Kyrgyzstan will accelerate their pivot toward
Russia and China as US influence is consumed
by the Iran war.

Long Term (1-5 Years) Russia may
successfully establish itself as a global leader
in nuclear-bio-medical tech, providing high-
reliability implants to non-Western markets.
The TAPI pipeline and similar projects will
likely replace maritime routes as the primary
energy arteries for the Asian market. The US-
Israeli action in Iran may lead to a fragmented
Middle East, with Tehran's "proxy network"
(Hezbollah, Houthis) operating as

decentralized disruptors for years to come.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The total closure of the Hormuz Strait
mandates an immediate overland logistics
audit for any state dependent on Persian
Gulf energy. Central Asian corridors (TAPI,
Middle Corridor) must be prioritized for
regional stability.

* Diplomatic engagement with Russia and
China is mnecessary to prevent the
proliferation of nuclear components to
regional non-state actors in the wake of the
Iranian state's destabilization.
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* Global aviation standards must be updated
to handle mass closure of regional air hubs,
with a focus on long-term repatriation
protocols for thousands of stranded
civilians.

For Private Sector / Investors:

* Energy Sector: Heavy volatility in Brent
crude is guaranteed. Investors should look

toward alternative energy providers and

infrastructure projects in the Caspian

redgion.

* Supply Chains: The Russian March 1st
laws (language, taxes, and self-
employment) increase the compliance costs
for any remaining international firms in
Russia. Localized branding is no longer a

choice but a legal mandate.

e Tech & Healthcare: The Russian nuclear-

medical breakthrough represents a

significant long-cycle investment
opportunity in the "BRICS-plus" healthcare

market, especially for devices requiring
autonomous, multi-decade power sources.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetaruS@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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